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HAViNoaelected, from the large mass of papers placed 
at my disposal by the Council of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh, the portions which suited my immediate 
object — ^the preparation of a Life of Hume, a quan- 
tity of documents still remained, which, though they 
hstd no reference to my own, might be serviceable to 
the literary pursuits of others, and would afford plea- 
surable reading to those who are curious in biography, 
and the familiar correspondence of great men. Being 
allowed to retain the priyilege of selecting from these 
papers whatever might seem worthy of publication, I 
felt that I might be considered guilty of culpable 
neglect to the interests of literature, if I failed to 
render accessible, to those likely to appreciate them, the 
intellectual treasures of so curious and valuable a col- 
lection. The lover of literary history will require only to 
glance over the list of names, under which the several 
letters are grouped, to estimate the character of their 
contents. A very few additions would make the cata- 
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logue embrace all that was intellectually great, in oar 
own country and in France, during the twenty years 
which begin with the middle of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. The letters from eminent Englishmen, besides 
their literary interest, throw valuable light on some 
political movements, and make us better acquainted 
with some features of the history of the time well 
worthy of being known. If late events leave any 
portion of attention and interest to be bestowed on 
matters which they have driven so far back into the 
realm of the past and the forgotten, the glimpses into 
the social life of the French people anterior to the first 
political storm, afforded by the letters of their great 
authors and statesmen, may give curious and pleasant 
occupation to meditative minds. Much as the actual 
events of sixty years have done to obliterate the recol- 
lection of the faint tremours by which it was pre- 
ceded, it is not without some exciting curiosity that, 
through the bitter little feuds and jealousies of the 
coteries, their magnified trifles, and their selfish devotion 
to the personal and the present, there is found to lurk 
a feeling of insecurity and uneasiness, as if the approach 
of some mysterious future were felt, though not seen— 
a consciousness to which only the manly and far-seeing 
mind of Turgot could give complete utterance, by pre- 
dicting, as we find him doing, that society was then 
hurrying on to some frightful convulsion. 

The letters are presented to the reader just as they 
have been found. An explanatory note is appended 
here and there, where it could be supplied with little 
trouble or inquiry ; but I desire it to be understood 
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that I do not profess to have fully annotated the 
collection, or to have worked up the letters with 
snch information and illustrative comment as they 
might -be capable of receiving from one who desired 
to make them the materials of a literary memoir. 
The sole merit I claim is that of having performed 
the drudgery necessarily incident to the publication of 
SQch a collection, for the purpose of putting others in 
possession of materials which appear applicable to 
valuable literary services. The humble duty of the 
copyist, especially when it relates to a foreign tongue, 
and grapples with handwriting not always the most 
legible, is far from a pleasing one ; and I have to 
throw upon the nature of the task my excuse for 
having delayed this volume two years beyond the 
time when I expected to have published it. 

I have to state that, for the purpose of securing, as 
far as I practicably could, the French department 
of the Letters from inaccuracies, I was enabled to 
obtain, in the examination of the proofs, the valuable 
assistance of M. Gabriel Surenne, (F.A.S. Scot., and 
M.G.S. Paris,) whose reputation as the Author of the 
French Dictionary, and of other educational and 
critical works, affords a sanction for accuracy, and 
attention to the nicer peculiarities of idiom. All 
doubtful questions in this department were submitted 
to his absolute and unquestioned decision, and, by 
the favour of the Council of the Society, he was per- 
mitted to consult the originals whenever a difficulty 
occurred. If the English reader, very critical in 
French composition, should observe expressions that 



VI INTRODUCTORY NOTICE. 

might be amended, he is desired to remember that in 
French, as well as in English, sloyenly or careless 
composition will occur in the familiar letters of the 
ablest writers, and to extend, at least, the same lati- 
tude towards the productions of a foreign tongue, 
which may be fairly allowed to the published corre- 
spondence of our own countrymen. 

J. H. BURTON. 
Edinburgh, December 1948. 
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From Horace Walpole. 

Gomplimenta on Home's chancier m uh historuui — Answers to oriticisms on 
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Strawberry ffill^ July 15, 1758. 
Sir, — It is impossible to trouble my Lady Herrey 
witb transcribing what I wish to say in answer to 
your kind objections to a very few passages in my 
Catalogue : yet, as I cannot deny myself the pleasure, 
and, indeed, the duty, of making some reply to such 
undeserved civilities, from a gentleman of your abilities, 
you must excuse me, sir, if I take the liberty of 
addressing my letter directly to you. It is, I assure 
you, neither with vanity nor presumption ; even your 
flattery, sir, cannot make me forget the distance be- 
tween the author of the best history of England, and 
a compiler of English writers.* Were it known what 

' In a letter to Thomas Pownall, Walpole, speaking of his father's 
administration, makes the foUowing remarks about Hume, which 

B 
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countenance I have received from men of sach talents 
as Mr. Hume and Sir David Dalrymple, I should with 
reason be suspected of partiality to Scotland. What 
I did say of your country, sir, was dictated by convic- 
tion, before the least selfishness or gratitude could 
have biassed me.^ 

I must premise, sir, that what I am going to Bay is 
not directly to defend what you criticise ; it is rather 
an explanation which I owe to snch criticisms, and to 
apologize for not correcting my work in consequence 
of your remarks ; but unhappily for me, the greater 
part . of your notes regard passages in pages already 
printed off for the future edition. I will touch them 
in order. 

I perceive by what you and others have said to me, 
sir, that the freedom I have taken with Sir Philip 
Sidney, is what gives most offence : yet I think, if my 
words are duly weighed, it will be found that my 
words are too strong, rather than my argument weak. 

may serve as a commentary on the sincerity of this cipmpliment. 
** This was a great deal too deep for that superficial monntebank, 
Hume, to go : for a mountebank he was. He mounted a system in 
the garb of a philosophic empiric, but dispensed no drugs but whafc 
he was authorized to vend by a royal patent, and which were full 
of Turkish opium. He had studied nothing relative to the English 
constitution before Queen Elizabeth, and had selected her most 
arbitrary acts to countenance those of the Stuarts : and even hers 
he misrepresented ; for her worst deeds were levelled against tiie 
nobility, those of the Stuarts against the people. Hers, conse- 
quently, were rather an obligation to the people ; for the most 
heinous part of despotism is, that it produces a thousand despots 
instead of one."— WalpoUn Carrespimdeneey vi. 204-205. 

' In allnsion to the passage in the introduction to the Scottish 
department of his ^' Royal and Noble Anthora," ^ I am not enou^ 
versed in them to do justice to writers of the most accomplished 
nation in Europe; the nation to which, if any one country is 
endowed with a superior portion of sense, I should be inclined to 
give the preference in that particular.*' 
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I flay, when we at this distance of time inquire what 

prodigious merits ea?cited such admiration. What 

admiration? why, that all the learned of Europe 

praised him, all the poets of England lamented his 

death, the republic of Poland thought of him for their 

king. I allow Sir Philip great valour, and, from some 

of his performances, good sense ; but, dear sir, com-* 

pare his talents with the admiration they occasioned, 

and that in no unlettered, no unpolished age, and can 

we at this distance help wondering at the vastness of 

his character? Allowing as much sense to Sir Philip 

as his warmest admirers can demand for him, surely 

this country has produced many men of far greater 

abilities, who haye by no means met with a proper* 

tionate share of applause. It were a Tain parade to 

name them, — ^take Lord Bacon ^lone, who, I believe, 

of all our writers, except Newton, is most known to 

foreigners^ and to whom Sir Philip was a puny child 

in genius, — how far was he from attaining an equal 

degree of fame and honour? To say the truth, I 

attribute the great admiration of Sir Philip Sidney to 

his having so much merit and learning for a man of 

his rank, 

^' Barufl enim ferme sensuB communis in ilia 
Fortuna," 

Tndeed, sir, if your good sense and philosophy did 
not raise you above being blinded, I should suspect 
that you had conceived still more undeserved esteem, 
from the same surprise, for another author, who is the 
only one, that, by being compared with Sir Philip 
Sidney, could make me think the latter a very great 
man. I have already thrown in a note to illustrate 
my argument, and to excuse myself to some gentle- 
men, who thought that I had not paid attention 
enough to Sir Philip's "Defence of Poesy;" but, whether 
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one or two particular tracts are a little better or not 
than I have represented his general writings, it does 
not affect the scope of my reasoning, the whole result 
of which is, as I said, that he was not a great man ia 
proportion to his fame. 

I will not be equally diffuse in my defence of the 
character of Lord Falkland ; the same kind of an- 
swer must serve for that too. The greatest part of 
page 194 was intended as an answer to your objec- 
tion, sir, as I apprehended it would be made. When 
the king originally, and the patriots subsequently, had 
drawn upon their country all the violences of a civil 
war, it might be just abstractedly, but I think was 
not right for the consequences it might have, to con- 
sider that the king was become the party aggrieved. 
I cannot but be of opinion, that assisting an oppressed 
king is, in reality, helping him to tyranny. It is the 
nature of man and power, not to be content with 
being restored to their due and former rights. And 
however illegal and tyrannous the conduct of a victo- 
rious parliament may be, I should think it more likely 
to come to its rational senses, than a victorious king 
— perhaps mine are principles rather than arguments. 
On the coolest examination of myself, and of the 
history of these times, I think I should have been one 
of the last to have had recourse to arms, because an 
encroaching prince can never take such strides as a 
triumphant one : but I should have been one of the 
last, too, to lay them down, for the reasons I have 
given you. As to the trifling affair of the clean shirt, 
it was Whitlocke, as I have quoted him, page 195, 
and not Lord Clarendon, that mentioned it ; and I 
was glad it was Whitlocke, to show that I equally 
blamed the republican and royalist writers for think- 
ing Lord Falkland of consequence enough to have 
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erery little circamstance relating to him recorded. 
For the transaction of the king and Glamorgan^ I 
must own, sir, 70a have helped me to a strong argu- 
ment against the king, which I had overlooked, as I 
had another, which I have mentioned in my new edi- 
tion, though a &ult not equally culpable, in my 
opinion, — ^the indulgences granted to the Catholics. 
If the argument I have proposed in the note, page 
213, does not seem a strong one to you for the reality 
of Glamoi^an's commission, I might use more words, 
but I fear without conveying more conviction. 

The reference to the General Dictionary was cer- 
tainly wrong, though too late for me now to correct. 
Instead of vol. 3, page 359, I ought to have referred 
to vol. 10, page 76, where, if not a new or satisfactory 
account, is at least so long a discussion, that I should 
have thought myself unpardonable to repeat it, as I 
had nothing new to offer on either side of the ques- 
tion. But, sir, this is only a single and a slight mis- 
take, in comparison of the many which I fear still 
remain. As my work has been so fortunate to find 
some favour, it would look like a boast to mention 
how rapidly it was compiled and composed ; and I 
must wave my truest apology rather than plead it 
with an air of arrogance. But now, sir, though I 
can a little defend myself against myself, what sort of 
apology shall I use for the liberty I have taken with 
you ? A liberty which you have reprimanded in the 
genteelest, though severest manner, by your gentle 
observations on a work so faulty as mine. When 
you allow that I am at all justifiable in mistaking 
your sense, I must not retract, and therefore I will 
only say that the words, condttct much more natural 
could not, however, procure Lord Halifax the character 
of integrity, did seem to me to say, that though his 
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trimming more probably flowed from integrity thaui 
policy, yet it coald not attain the reputation of tbe 
former. In general, too, I must own that you seemed 
to make him figure as a more considerable minister 
than I had thought him ; for thus, sir, one compares 
one's own scanty and superficial reading, with the 
study of an historian who has long and diligently- 
weighed every circumstance. All men are not forta- 
nate, like me, to write from slight knowledge, and 
then to be examined with the mildest good nature by 
men far more able and better informed. 

I am sensible, sir, that I have transgressed all 
bounds : I meant to thank you, and to explain my- 
self ; instead of that, I have wearied you, while I was 
amusing myself with the pleasure of talking to a man 
whose works I have so long admired. — I am, Sir, 
your much obliged and most obedient humble servant, 

HoR. Walpole. 
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From Helvj^tius. 
1. 

Professes admintion and esteem — Complains of the hatred and peneontion 
of the Devotees — Declares his intention of visiting England as soon as 
peace will permit — Analyzes the feeling of public esteem for a talent or 
a science, and draws his illustration of it from Hnme himself — Maintuns 
that interest is the mainspring of human action — Arrangement regard- 
ing the translation of Hume's History, by the Abbd Pr^vdst — The Abbtf 
disposed to translate Robertson's History of Scotland — Thanks Hnme 
for a present of his works — Wishes his aid in procuring admission into tlie 
Royal Society — Mentions the departure of Mr. Stuart for Madrid — Pre- 
sents a copy of his work, ^De L'Esprit;" and likens the gift to *'The 
Widow's Mite." 

Monsieur, — Lorsque j'ai rendu hommage a la 
iperiorite de votre genie et de vos lamieres, j'ai joint 
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Yoix a ceUe de tous mes concitoyens ; et je snis 

tres flatte qae tous avez bien voulu la distinguer. 

Voire nom honore men livre, et je I'aurois cite plus 

souTent, si la seyerite da censear me I'eut permis. De- 

pais dix mois je suis I'object de la haine et de la perser 

eQtion des devots, et j'ai malheureusement appris a mes 

depens combien ces menins de la cour Etheree sont im- 

placables dans leur yengeance. Mais quelqne mal qu'ils 

m'aient fait, j'en suis bien dedommage si voas accordez 

quelque estime a Foayrage et quelque amitie a Faatear.^ 

Loisque la guerre s'est declaree entre les deux 

nations, j' ayois dessein d'aller en Angleterre pour y 

passer quelques mois ayec des Anglois de mes amis. 

Maintenant que yous youlez bien m'bonorer de yotre 

amitie, yous ne doutez pas que le desir d'y yoir un 

homme que j'admire ne m'y conduise des que la paix 

me le permettra. 

L'objection que yous me faites dans yotre lettre 
me paroit tres bonne, et s'il est permis de jurer in 
verba magistri s'est surement d'apres yous. Aussi 
Bais je pret a conyenir de mon erreur, j'imagine cepen- 
dant que Testime publique con9ue pour un talent ou 
one science, doit etre Teffet combine et de I'utilite 
dont ce talent est an public et de la difficulte d'y 
exceller, — difficulte que nous ne pouyons mesurer en 
quelque genre que ce soit, que par le grand nombre 
des entreprises compare au petit nombre des succes. 
En effet s'il n'est point d'idees innees, qui nous auroit 

I His book, '' de L'Esprit," had been published in the preced- 
ing year; it was denounced by the Jesuits, condemned by the 
Parliament of Paris, and pronounced by the Sorbonne to contain 
all the eyil of all the bad books in the world. By comparing the 
literature of the eighteenth century, in France, where opinion was 
thus persecuted, with that of England, during the same period, 
where it was comparatirely free, we may judge whether a free press 
or a censorship is the more conducive to literary morality. 



8 LETTERS OF EMINENT PERSONS. 

fait naitre Tidee de Testime pour im tel talent, d ce 
n'est Vinterit? (expression que je prends dans le 
sens le plus etendu, puisque j'entends par ce mot 
depuis le plus imperceptible jusqu'au plus fort degre 
de plaisir et de douleur) si toutes les nations ont pour 
Monsieur Hume la plus haute estime, c'est que ses 
ouvrages sont un bienfait pour Fhumanite, et que 
chaque nation a interet d'estimer celui qui Teclaire. 
Le plaisir et la douleur, et par consequent I'interet, 
doivent done etre les inventeurs de toutes nos idees, et 
tout s'y doit generalement rapporter, puisque Tennui 
meme et la curiosite se trouyent alors compris sous 
ces noms de plaisir et de douleur. En partant de la, 
voyez et jugez si j'ai tort ou raison, je m'en rapporte 
enti^rement a vous. A I'egard de I'amitie, il me 
paroit que la cause pour laquelle nous aimons notre 
ami, pent etre pen ou moins claire a notre esprit, 
selon que nous avons plus ou moins contracte Thabi- 
tude de nous etudier nous-memes. Mais que cette 
cause existe toujours, et je lui donne le nom d'interet 
que peut-Stre on n'a pas toujours pris dans toute 
Tetendue du sens que je lui donne. 

Je me suis acquitte des commissions dont vous 
m'ave» chargees J'ai vu Mr. L*Abbe Prevost. II a 
traduit votre ouvrage et malheureusement les deux 
premiers volumes sont deja imprimes. Nous sommes 
cependant convenus que dans un Appendir il renver- 
roit a la fin de sa traduction les changements que 
vous avez faits dans yotre nouvelle edition. 

Le meme Abbe m'a pafu tres dispose a trad aire 
I'Histoire d'Ecosse que vient de faire Mr. Robertson, 
et j'ai pris les mesores pour lui faire parvenir tons ces 
livres. 

Souffrez que je vous remercie ici du present inesti- 
mable de vos (Buvres ; quelques etudes que j'avois 
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ete oblige de faire, m'avoient distrait de Tetude de la 
langae Angloise; je m'y remets pour vous lire et 
m'eclairer. Paisque je vous suis deja si redevable je 
Teux letre encore davantage. Voici ce dont il s'agit ; je 
desirerais fort d'etre agrege a la Societe Royale de Lon- 
dres. Voussentez^qu'enbutte comme je le suis a lahaine 
des bigots^ il me seroit fort agreahle, surtout dans ce 
moment-ci, d'etre admis dans un corps aussi respect- 
able, cependant ne tentez rien que yous ne soyez sur 
da succes ; une tentative yaine donneroit a mes enne- 
mis trop d'avantage sur moi ; Monsieur de Stanley est 
mon ami. Je suis sur que s'il pent me serrir dans 
cette occasion il s'y employera de tout son coeur. Si 
vous le connoissez, voyez avec lui ce qu'il y a a faire. 
Vous S9ayez que Mr. Stuard est parti pour Madrid. 
II m'a promis a son retour de passer par ma 
terre. Flut a Dieu que nous fussions alors en paix, 
et que je puisse partir avec lui et sous sa protection 
pour YOUS aller rendre mes devoirs a Londres. Si 
YOus decouYrez le nom de celui qui veut bien traduire 
mon ouYrage, mandez-Ie moi pour que je lui envoie 
mon livre, acceptez-en, je yous prie, un exemplaire, 
que mon libraire adressera pour yous a M. de Houdt 
en Hollande. 

Compare au present que yous me faites, c'est la 
drachme de la ycuyc que je yous prie de recevoir avec 
bonte. Je suis, avec tout le respect du aux grands 
hommes, Yotre tres humble et tres obeissant serviteur, 

HELVfiTIUS. 
Du !<«■ Avril, 1759. 
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StotM 1m had written to Mr. Stanley and Lord ChesteHfeld zegaxdins ad- 
aiMUm into tlie Royal Society — thinks it better not to make the attempt 
— haa tewacded Hnae'e letter to the Abb^ Pr^Tdst -> Is etadying the 
Kngliih laagnafo — withes Hubm's opinion on Lord Bolingbroke's style, 
and compliments him on his own — Inquiry whether we owe to the senaea 
the idea of Tirtoe and lice, good and eril — the idea of Tirtne conneeted 
with the idea of happiness — Thoo^ts on utility — Sympathy of minds — 
Desires to know if it is to Home be owes the receipt of the works of 
Robertson and Ramsay — says that his perseention has abated — that he 
does not hate men^bnt shnns them — complains that mankiad will not 
understand truth. 

Monsieur, — J'ai ecrit a Mr, Stanley aa sujet de 
Taffaire en question, et je pense comme voos, lai, et 
le Lord Chesterfield, qu'il ne faut rien risquer. Lais- 
sons la cette affaire. Les marques des bontes que 
Yous me donnez dans cette occasion, m'honorent plus 
qu'auroit fait le succes de ma demande. 

J'envoie a mon libraire la lettre que vous m'adres- 
sez pour Mr. TAbbe Prevost. Get Abbe est sans 
contredit un homme de merite ; mais votre histoire 
que je commence a lire, est ecrite avec clarte, force, 
profondeur, et hardiesse. Peut-etre n'osera-t-il pas 
tout dire. Je vous confie ces reflections en vous 
priant de n'en parler a personne. 

Je me remets eutierement a TAnglois, que je 
n'avois pas bien S9U, et que j'ayois oublie. Je traduis 
tous les morceaux de vos ou?rages qu'on ne vous a 
point donne. J'avois entrepris aussi de traduire 
quelque chose de Milord Bolinbroke, mais il faudroit 
beaucoup resserrer ces oauvres philosophiques, qui 
d*aiUeurs me paroissent Writes avec eloquence et force. 
Dites-moi ce que vous en pensez, car nous autres 
6tmngers, nous ne sommes pas les juges du style, si ce 
n*est dc la partie de la clarte, et a cet egard vous me 
paroissez bien superieur aux autres. A la verite la 
clarte de Texpression, depend presque entierement de 
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la clarte des idees, et les Totres sont toutes nettes et 
profondes. Cn yous lisant je decouvre ayec grand plaisir 
et grande estime pour moi, que je me sais plus souvent 
rencontre avec yous que je n'ayois ose m'en flatter. 
J'ai In hier Totre section — Why utility pleases. On 
aime dites-Tous la Yertu dans nn homme mort, il y a 
deux Tnille ans, et dont les actions genereuses ne 
peuvent nous etre d'aucune utilite. 

Mais dites-moi si, comme yous le s^aYcz, nous 
deYons aax sens I'idee de yertu ou de yice, de bien ou 
de mal. Cette idee suppose la preexistence de la 
sensibilite physique, car il est je crois eyident, qu'il 
n'y auroit ni bien, ni mal, par rapport a nous si nous 
etions impossibles. Cette sensibilite Physique ne seroit- 
elle pas une loi generale dans le moral, a laquelle il 
faudroit tout rapporter. L'idee de la vertu une fois 
Tenue, ne pourroit-il pas se faire que par notre educa- 
tion cette idee se lia tellement dans notre memoire 
ayec Tidee du bonheur, que Tune y rappela toujours 
Vautre, et que nous donnassions par cette raison et sans 
y penser, une infinite d'eloges aux actions memes qui 
ne nous sont pas utiles — comme le paysan loue les 
saints sans sipayoir pourquoi. Quelques uns n'en font- 
ils pas Feloge par hypocrisie ? D*ailleurs comme les 
yertus sont toujours utiles a la societe, et que notre 
interet est toujours par quelque endroit lie a Tinteret 
public, nous ayons encore raison de louer celles qui 
out fleuri dans des siecles et des pays eloignes. 
Enfin si Ton s'identifie an theatre, avec les personnages 
qui s'y presentent, pourquoi ne s'identifieroit-on pas 
dans les conyersations ayec les hommes yertueux dont 
on cite les actions nobles. N'ayez-Yous pas remarque 
que nous sommes d'autant plus yiyement frappes de 
certaines actions genereuses, qu'elles sont plus analo- 
gues a notre caractere, et qu'on a pour ces actions 
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plus de cette esp^ d'estime que j'appelle sentie} II 
ni'est arriye quelquefoia de donner Plutarque a lire a 
plusieurs de mes connoissances, et j'ai vu que les 
roemes actions genereuses qui transportoient les uns 
d'admiration, ne faisoit point d'effet sur les autres, 
qui les tenoient par bienseance, mais qui dans le fond 
les trouverent foUes et ridicules. On n*a point d'idee, 
dans certains gouyemements despotiques> de la verta 
Romaine. 

Dites-moi la dessus ce que yous pensez, mais il 
vaut mieux attendre le moment que la paix sera 
faite, et ou je pourrois yous Yoir. On dit plus en un 
moment qu'on n'en diroit en yingt pages. D'ailleurs je 
ne pourrois a present, sans etre suspect, ecrire trop 
souYent en Angleterre. 

£st-ce YOUS qui m'aYez euYoyez les ouYrages de M. 
Robertson et ceux de Mr. de llamsay. £st-ce a yous 
Monsieur ou a eux que j'en dois des remerciments T^si 
ce sont eux, euYoyez-moi leur adresse, pour que je 
puisse leur ecrire. 

La persecution est un pen afFoiblie, mais elle a laisse 
une certaine sauYagerie dans mon ame. Je ne hais 
pas les bommes mais je les fuis. Je Yois ayec douleur 
^^ombien il est difficile de faire entendre la Yerite aux 
bommes, et combien ils sont eloignes du point de 
bonheur, ou pent les placer une bonne legislation; 
ils ne s'en doutent pas. 

Yous jugez bien que je ne suis pas malheureux, 
aussi mes ennemis comptaient-ils ma bonne sante au 
rang de mes crimes ; on me permet a present de me 
bien porter. 

Je suis ayec rattachement le plus respectueux, 
Monsieur, Yotre tres bumble et tres obeissant seryiteur. 
A LAmigny^ ce 12 JuUlet, 1759. 

* This word is not very distinct in the MS. 
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3. 

Fniaes his History of Eoglaod — Ceiunires Hame for abandoning the idea 
of writing » HijBiorj of the Chnreh — Coignrei him to undertake it as a 
benefit he owoa to the worlds present and More — Thanks him for his 
esteem, a&d txnstB the request he has proffered will ilnd faTonr. 

MoNsiKtnEt, — Je yous ecris encore plein de Tenthou- 
siasme que m'occasioiina la Jecture des deux premiers 
volumes de yotre Histoire d'Angleterre depuis Finva- 
fiion des Itomains. 

La maniere dont cette histoire est presentee, 

L'esprit pliilosopbique et impartial qui Ta ecrit, les 

reflections profondes de morale et de philosophique 

dont elle est semee, tout m'en a paru admirable. 

II faudroit ecrire comme Monsieur Hume, pour 

exprimer tout le plaisir que j'ai senti en lisant 

cette histoire. On m'a dit que vous ayez aban- 

donne le plus beau projet du monde, c'est d'ecrire 

rHistoire de FEglise. Pensez done que le sujet est 

digne de yous, comme yous etes digne du sujet. C'est 

done au nom de I'Angleterre, de La France, de 

TAllemagne, de I'ltalie et de la posterite que je yous 

conjure de faire cette histoire — Songez qu'il n'y a que 

YOUS en etat de I'ecrire. Qu'il se passera bien des 

siecles aYant qu'il naisse un Monsieur Hume, et que 

c'est un bienfait que yous dcYez a I'uniYers present 

et avenir. 

On m'a flatte de Yotre estime — On m'a fait esperer 
que la requete que je yous presente au nom de la 
Republique des Lettres, yous seroit agreable. De ma 
part, je serois bien orgueilleux, et je croirois aYoir 
bien merite de mon siecle si je pouYois yous engager 
a ce traYail. Monsieur Stuart qui a des bontes pour 
moi, et qui est actuellement a ma campagne, Youdra 
bien je crois, joindre ses representations aux miennes. 
J'attends tout de Fefficacite des remontrances d'un 



^ I 
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homme de ce merite, qui est autant votre ami, et 
qui est si digne de I'etre. 

Je suis avec autant d'admiration que de respect, 
Yotre tres humble et tres obeissant serviteur. 
A Luangu^y ee ^ Juin, 1763. 



AnBwers to inquiries regarding M. de Graffigny, that he knows nothing about 
hinifbat shall make inqairj — States that he has had an attack of gont,bnt has 
seflamedhis studies — Impediments to his publications — Has to encounter 
the Inquisition in France — Congratulations on Hume's becoming Under 
Secretary of State — Horace Walpole — Compliments. 

Monsieur, — J*ignore quel est le Monsieur de 
Graffigny qui a passe en Angleterre. Ma femme ne 
le sayoit pas ; ni elle ni moi ne nous souvenons de 
I'aYoir vu chez M*** de Grafligny, ni meme de lui en 
avoir jamais entendu parler. Au reste il pent etre 
parent du mari de M^^* de Graffigny — ^je ne puis rien 
assurer de ce sujet.^ 

Vous prendrez done mon tr^s illustre philosopbe 
vous meme la peine d'examiner quel est ce Monsieur 
de Graffigny. Jlmagine cependant qu'il aura aborde 
en Angleterre avec quelques lettres de recommenda- 
tion. S'il en avoit de quelque homme connu, je 
pourrois m'informer du caractere et des talents de 
cet homme, et vous ecrire ce que j'en apprendrois. 

Qui, j'ai eu un acces de goutte, j'ai beaucoup souffert 
et j'ai ete deux mois sans pouvoir trayailler. J'ai 
depuis repris mes etudes. Je suis assez content de 
oe que je griffonne. J'espere faire moins mal que je 
n'ai fait. Mais le difficile est d'imprimer. Voas 
S9ayez le risque auquel sont maintenant exposes les 
pauvres auteurs. L'inquisition a passe d'Espagne en 

^ Mooflieor Qnffigny had been employed as a tutor to Baron 
Mure*s ohildren. — See Life of Hume, ii. 390. 
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France, et il faat que je pense, ou qae je me taise. 
Je dois done attendre un moment favorable, et 
m'amuser de mon travail. 

C'est avec grand plaisir que j'ai appris votre entree 
dans le ministere. Des apprentifs tels que vou8 sont 
tresoTS de grands maitres. Les matieres dont vous 
vons etes occupees ne sont entierement pas etrangeres a 
celles da gouvemement — et il serait beureux pour 
Ii'Angleterre qu'elle eut plusieurs genies comme vous 
a la tete de son administration. 

Si votre ministre change, et que vous retoumez a 
Paris et a vos etudes, j'en serais fort fache pour vous 
et pour L'Angleterre, et fort aise pour moi. Vous S9avez 
qaelle est mon estime et mon admiration pour vous, 
et combien je me trouverois bonore de posseder a 
Yove un auasi grand bomme. 

£n votre absence, envoyez-nous done Monsieur Wal- 
pole qui nous avoit promis de passer eet biver a Paris. 
Si vous ne venez pas, j'irai vous cfaercber a Lon- 
dres, car je ne suis pas eomme Rousseau, et I'attrac- 
tion de la terre Britannique agit puissamment sur moi. 
Sonvenez-votts quelquefois de moi, mon illustre pbilo- 
sopbe, et permettez-moi de vous assurer du respect 
avec leqnel j'ai Tbonneur d'etre, Monsieur, votre 
tres bumble et tr^s obeissant serviteur. 
A Vatf^y ee 28 Juiuy 1767. 
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III. 
From Bishop Douglas. 



Infomifttioii respeeting Lord GlunorgAn's letter, of whieh he regrets he can- 
not lend a copy — Scope of its oontentc — GUmoigan's oommiseion — The 
designs of the King — Papers relating to Charles I., Charles II., and 
James II.— Thinks Hnme should defer the edition of his History till he 
can pemse them — General Monk — loon Basilike, prohahility of light 
being thrown on it — No foundation for the report of Charles I. being » 
Oktholie. 

Limdon, Nov. 18, 1760. 

Dear Sir, — I was favoared with yours of October 
27th, and the inclination I had to give yon all the 
satisfiEM^tion in my power, with regard to Lord Gla- 
moigan's letter, hath prevented my answering you 
sooner. I was not at liberty to take any step with- 
out consulting Mr. Powney ; he had refused a copy 
of the letter in question to Dr. Birch, and others; 
and therefore I could not send it to you, without 
obtaining his consent. I wrote to him for that pur- 
pose, but have not succeeded; if any other person 
had been favoured with a copy, Mr. Powney, who has 
the greatest respect for you, would have allowed me 
to gratify my inclination to comply with your request. 
But he hopes you will be so good as to wait till his 
collection of papers is published ; and, in the mean- 
time, I shall give you a pretty exact account of the 
contents of the letter in question, from which you 
will be able to form a judgment, whether it will 
oblige you to change your sentiments on the sub- 
ject.^ 

There is nothing mentioned in it about the Marquis 
of Ormonde ; but there is a long recital of the King's 
designs, for the execution of which Glamorgan had a 
* See this question referred to in the Life of Hume, ii. 77. 
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oommission ; and I think it extremely probable that 
neither the Marquis of Ormond, nor any other of 
Charles's Protestant ministers, had any knowledge 
that such a commission existed. Lord Worcester, 
in his letter, expressly says, that he did not stick upon 
having it enrolled or assented to hy the Council; nor^ 
indeed^ the seal put to it in an ordinary way^ but with 
rollersy and no screw press ; Endimion Porter and 
himself only were present 

The King's design was to have ten thousand men 
from Ireland ; a like number were to be ready to join 
them from South Wales ; both armies commanded by 
Glamoi^n. A third army, of six thousand men, were 
to contie from abroad, consisting of Liegeois, Lorrainers, 
and such English, Scotch, and Irish as could be 
drawn from Holland and Flanders ; and the town of 
Lyne, in Norfolk, was to haye been delivered unto 
them. The maintenance of this foreign army was to 
come from the Pope, and such Catholic princes as he 
should draw into it, having engaged to procure a 
monthly subsidy. And, for this purpose. Lord Wor- 
cester says he had powers to treat with the Pope and 
Catholic princes, with particular advantages promised 
to Catholics; which powers and instructions were 
signed by the King under his pocket signet, with 
blanks for me^ says Glamor gan^ to put in the names of 
Pope or princes^ to the end that the King might have 
a starting hole to deny the having given me such com- 
missions^ &c. &c. His lordship also takes notice 
that, by his commission, he had power to erect a 
mint, to dispose of his majesty's revenues and delin- 
quents' estates, and to confer titles of honour; but 
he acknowledges that the intention of tliese powers 
givefh him^ was to make use of them when the armies 
should be afooty which design, he says, was broken by 



18 LETTERS OF EMINENT PERSONS. 

his commitment in Ireland. I shall only mention 
another circumstance in the letter, which is his 
patting Lord Clarendon in mind of his having owned 
that Charles the First had recommended it to him to 
take care of Glamoi^n. I hope you will not make 
any public use of the above particulars, because I 
fear I have not been so accurate in stating them as I 
should be; and, as I have a vast variety of very 
curious papers relating to the reigns of King Charles 
the First, Charles the Second, and King James the 
Second, I should think Mr. Millar had better not 
be in a hurry about a new edition of your History, 
till you can have an opportunity of perusing my in- 
tended work. I hope, before winter be over, to be 
able to make some sort of proposal about it to the 
public. I defer doing this till I know, with certainty, 
whether the Duke of Queensberry will assist my 
design, by adding the valuable letters that the family 
have still in their hands. I have some hopes of suc- 
ceeding in this ; but I have got a positive promise, 
from another quarter, of many curious letters of Gene- 
ral Monk. I shall endeavour to throw out every thing 
that is mere trash ; and propose adding short notes, to 
connect the letters I shall publish with history. ^^_^ 

I cannot say whether the controversy about the 
Icon Basilike will have any new light thrown on it 
by a letter of Charles I. to the Prince of Wales, from 
the Isle of Wight ; the letter consists of near fifty 
pages in folio, and the style very like that of the ^^ Icon 
BasUike." 

As to Charles the First being a Papist, I perfectly 
agree with you that there appears no foundation for 
such a charge ; but I believe, when you see some 
papers I have in my possession, you will be of opinion 
that his aflfection for his queen led him to take some 
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steps which a Protestant prince shonld have ayoided. 
I can produce the original instructions of an agent 
aent to the Pope in 1634; and, in the year 1640, 
there were two cardinals' red hats negociated for, 
as will appear from the correspondence hetween the 
King and Secretary Windehank. 

I hope y^e shall soon have your early part of the 
English History, which Dr. Rohertson told me advanc- 
ed apace, and for which the public will be impatient. 

I b^ my compliments to Dr. Robertson, and am, 
dear Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

John Douglas. 



Introduces Mr. Gnndey as » friend of Sir George SaTiUe — State of politics 
In Emglajid — Andrew MUlar's infirm health — The return of Mrs. Hallet 
to France — States that the Clarendon Papers are in the press. 

LondoUy June 25, 1765. 
Dear Sir, — This letter will be delivered to you 
by Mr. Grandey. He has already, as I understand, 
been presented to Lord and Lady Hertford; but 
thinks himself very unfortunate for having left Eng- 
f ""^d without a letter that might be a means of intro- 
ducing him to you. An intimate friend of his and 
mine has desired me to write this ; that Mr. Grandey 
may have an opportunity, though not so early as he 
could have wished, of paying his respects to you. 
Though I would willingly avoid giving you the trouble 
of reading a letter of so little consequence as this, I 
could not refuse a friendly office to a gentleman of 
real worth, who has no favour to ask of you but that 
you will permit him to be made happy by waiting on 
you ; and who, being now in France on a tour for 
bis amusement, wishes, before he leaves Paris for the 
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soathern provinces, to have the satis&ction of being 
personally known to one whose abilities he has long 
had in the highest estimation. 

I flatter myself, therefore, you will forgive me for 
the liberty I take in recommending to your acquain- 
tance a gentleman whom you will find worthy of it. 
He is intimately connected vnth Sir George Saville, 
who has a very great friendship for him : a circum- 
stance which I hope will not injure him at Paris. 
For English ministers abroad are of no party ; and 
though Sir George Saville has been lately a leader 
amongst the minority^ perhaps before this letter 
reaches you, his name may appear in a new list of 
ministers. 

But I avoid all public news, as you will know the 
particulars of our great change of men and measures 
more authentically than I can inform you. I am 
sorry to tell you that poor Andrew Millar is gone to 
Scotland, in a very dubious state of health. I wish 
the over-care of Mrs. Millar may not retard his cure. 
Mallet's widow, I hear, sets out on her return to 
France very soon ; and having despatched her daugh- 
ter down to Scotland, there remains nothing in this 
country that can deprive the beatix esprits of Paris 
of the company of that unparalleled lady. John 
Home, whom I saw yesterday, made me very happy, 
by the intelligence he gave me of your being to be 
appointed successor to Sir Charles Bunbury. I hope 
soon to have this news confirmed, being very sincerely, 
dear Sir, your most obedient humble servant. 

P.S. — The Clarendon State Papers are now in the 
press at Oxford ; and I hope the whole collection 
will be published before you can have leisure enough 
to give us another edition of the History of England. 
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IV. 

From Lord Lyttleton. 

for the penual of the proof sheets of Home's History — Compliments 
— Intention to note the Scotticisms. 

Hagley Park, October 12, 1761. 
Sra, — I am extremely obliged to yon for fayouring 
me -with the sight of the printed sheets of yonr History 
before their publication. Besides the impatience I 
always feel for any new work of yours, I particularly 
desire the perusal of this, while my own is yet un- 
published, that I may have the benefit of your judg- 
ment, either to confirm or correct me in any opinions 
about ^which I am doubtful. You do me a great deal 
of honour by the confidence you place in me, with 
regard to the accuracy of your English ; and if I 
should see that any Scotticisms have inadvertently 
dropped from you, I will certainly take the liberty of 
marking them for your correction, in the manner you 
desire ; but while I am doing this, I shall endeavour 
to improve and enliven my own style by the elegance 
and spirit of yours. The oflice you are pleased to 
offer me in the name of your countrymen, I accept 
with great pleasure, as I look upon it to be an honour- 
able sinecure, attended with much profit, and very 
little trouble. 

I hope to thank you in London for the favour you 
have done me, about the end of this month ; and to 
assure you that I am, with the highest regard and 
consideration, Sir, your most obedient humble servant^ 

Lyttleton. 
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From MniABEAU, the Elder. 

Thanks for marlcB of attention — does not understand English — Account ot 
his education — praises Richardson, and doubts if he is sufficiently yalued 
in England — Questions if Hume is sufficiently appreciated — Pronounoes 
good historians the most useful and laborious of great men — The History 
of the Stuarts ~ Journey in Proyence with Mr. Patullo — Political 
Economy. 

Du Bi^non, le 2^ A6uty 1763. 

Monsieur, — Je snis flatte comme je le dois etre^ 
de me voir prevenu par un homme illustre, pour 
lequel j'ai declare mes premiers sentiments, alors 
meme que j*ignorois s'il etoit encore viyant, et ne 
connoissant encore de lai qne ses discours politiques, 
ouvrage fort estimable, mais qui doit le, ceder sans 
doute a I'admirable histoire dont il a depais enrichi 
sa patrie, honore son siecle, et eclaire I'univers. Le 
cours de ma vie. Monsieur, a demontre et demontrera, 
a ce que j'espere jusques au bout, que Tambition et 
Tinteret chez moi sont d*un genre assez eleye et 
consistent a tacher de faire le moins mal possible 
et a meriter I'estime des honnetes gens. J'en ai 
re9u en ma vie plusieurs marques ; mais comme 
elles sont sensibles en raison de I'estime qu'on fait de 
celui qui nous les accorde, je puis vous assurer, 
Monsieur, que la marque que vous m'en donnez au- 
jourd'hui me flatte plus qu'aucune autre que j'ai pu 
recevoir en ce genre. M. de la Rochette que je n'ai 
point I'honneur de connottre, a trop bien pense de 
moi en croyant que je S9ais I'Anglois. Je n'ai eu 
qu'une education fort agreste, quoique je ne m'en 
plaigne pas, et je n'ai acquis de latin meme dans 
I'age des etudes, que ce que le chapelain de mon pere 
a la campagne m'en a pu montrer. Depuis, mon 
inapplication naturelle m'a empeche d'aprendre aucune 
langue. Je vous avoue que le plus digne des hommes 
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selon moi, Richardson^ seul m'anroit Boayent fait 
regreter de ne S9avoir pas I'Anglois, mais il est un age 
ou les epines et I'orage de la vie, snrtout dans Tetat de 
notable et de pere de famille, rendent les regrets super- 
floB. Pent-etre serez-vons surpris Monsieur que dans 
la premiere lettre que j'ecris a un homme qui fait le 
lustre et Thonneur de son pays, je bazarde d'en loner 
on autre : ce seroit une impolitesse avec un bomme 
mediocre — c'est un acte de justice vis a vis de vous. 
On m'a dit encore que Texcellent bomme que je viens 
de louer n'avoit pas du tout la meme reputation dans 
sa patrie — ^tant pis pour elle. Je n'ai pas la sotte pre- 
somption de me rendre juge des details des moeurs et 
autres points qu'on assure manques et qui ne sont pas 
a ma portee, mais la force du genie, unie a une entente 
unique du cceur bumain,et a Tadresse de manier tons les 
ressorts du sentiment pour mettre a la portee de tout 
le sublime de la vertu — ^voila ce qui est du ressort de 
tons les pays, et de tons les ages, et que j'admire et 
revere dans Texcellent bomme que je viens de louer — 
et ne m'a-t-on pas dit aussi que Mr. Hume n'avoit pas 
dans son bistoire contente ses compatriotes, qu^on le 
tronvoit partial, &c. Certes les plus utiles comme 
les plus penibles d'entre les grands bommes sont les 
excellents bistoriens ; mais c'est pour les ages, pour 
Funiversalite des temps et des lieux qu'ils ecrivent, et 
c'est un prix bien an dessus de la vogue et des succes 
du moment qui les attend au bout de leur carri^re^ 
Ceux neanmoins d'entre leurs contemporains qui sont 
dignes de les sentir, leur doivent un bommage tel 
que les siecles I'ont rendu aux Tbucydides et aux 
Tacites. Et c'est. Monsieur, celui que je vous rends. 
Je n'ai lu encore de votre excellente bistoire que la 
partie des Stuards : une longue journee en Provence 
et dans les campagnes, avec votre digne compatriole 
Mr. Patulo, m'a eloigne de la capitale depuis que la 
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tradaction de FHistoire des Tudor y a para. Je s^ai 
qu'on la prefere encore a Fautre s'il est possible. 
Quant a moi, la premiere m'a ravi et non seulement a 
confirme, mais beaucoup accru Festime rare que je 
faisois de votre genie et de votre caractere. Combien 
de fois ai-je souhaite de pouvoir raisonner avec yous 
une beure seulement pour tous consulter sur ce que 
j'ai pense et avance, que c'etoit de I'etat de la cbarrue 
qu'un politique pouvoit conclure sur les evenements 
d'un r^gne, d'une guerre et d'un traite, et qu'un bisto- 
rien devoit commencer a les decrire. Mais> Monsieur, 
j'abuse de votre patience, et je discours ici tandis 
que je ne devois que yous remercier. Vous m'avez 
pardonne les digressions imprimees, — ^yous me pairdon- 
nerez celles-ci qui partent de la confiance qu' inspire 
Yotre nom a un homme honnete, et de la reconnois- 
sance que je ressens de la marque d'estime dont yous 
m'honore. Jai I'honneur d'etre. — Monsieur, Yotre 
tres humble et tres obeissant serYiteur, 

MiRABEAU. 



VI. 
Fnym Lady Hervey.^ 

Complainfl of haying had goui— Sends letters of introduction to fHends in 
Paris—Madame de BonfBers and her literary efforts — Eulogies of Madame 
D'Aiguillon and Madame Geo&in. 

BiUrhiLl^ the Qth Oct. 1763. 

I have for some time past had the gout, sometimes 

1 Manj of the letters of this aooomplished woman have akeadj 
been published, " with a memoir and illustrative notes," (8vo, 1821.) 
The letters in that little volume chiefly relate to the education of 
her son, and other matters of business and domestic interest, and 
perhaps scarcely afford so characteristic a picture of her intercourse 
with the world at large, as the small portion of her correspondence 
here printed. 
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in one hand, and sometimes in the other. Luckily 
mj right hand is free at this moment, though still 
weak ; and I shall make use of it to send you some 
letters for some of my friends. Do not think, Sir, I 
mean them as recommendations : you can want none, 
— the name of David Hume is the best and greatest 
recommendation you can have, in a country where 
merit and talents meet with more admirers than they 
find enyiers and maligners in this. I look upon the 
letters I enclose to you as directions to find the most 
amiable people, and the most worthy of being ac- 
quainted with you, of any I know. That to M"** de 
Boufliers is rather a congratulation to her on your 
arrival, than eyen a direction to you ; for I know you 
have for some time been in correspondence with her. 
Pray, insist on her reading to you a play of her own 
writing, which will touch your heart as much as it 
will please your understanding, and satisfy your taste. 
You will find in it a mixture of the noblest and the 
tenderest sentiments, deliyered in the purest and most 
elegant language, — the characters well supported, the 
situations admirable, and the whole well conducted. I 
will say nothing to you, in particular, of M°** D'Ai- 
guillon, or of M°" Geoffrin: they are very different ; 
but, I will Tenture to say, you will not easily find 
their equals in any country, or of either sex. Could 
I envy you a pleasure, 'twould be that you will find 
in their conversation ; but I sincerely wish I could 
share it with you. I will hope to see you on Wed- 
nesday next ; if you can bring Ramsay with you, so 
much the bietter. — I am, Sir, with great truth, your 
faithful humble servant, 

M. Hervey. 
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R«gret8 that he appears to haye seen eo little of Madame Geoffirin, and 
dellneatee the leading chaiaeterietiee of her mind — Her own health — Her 
partiality to France. 

St. Jameses PUxce^ the 1st Jan. 1764. 

By your not particularizing my friend, M°* Geof- 
frin, I fear you have seen but little of her, and for 
both your Bakes X must wish you better acquainted. 
There are few heads naturally better than hers; there 
is no heart that can surpass the friendly warmth of 
hers ; unimproved by books, of which she has read 
but few, her strong natural sense and uncommon 
sagacity owes all its experience to her knowledge of 
the world. I never knew any one seize every part of 
a character so soon, or paint it so strongly. She has 
a great deal of wit, and particularly excels in the 
narrative, which is always short and lively. The 
vain, the affected, and the worthless, may fear her ; 
but the foibles of her friends, and even of those 
acquaintances who frequent her, are safe : nothing 
escapes her observation, but nothing transpires from 
her tongue to their prejudice : if once she loves any 
one, (and when she says she does, she may be believed,) 
she never gives them time to apply to her to be of 
any use to them. Her attention and sagacity soon 
make her perceive how she may be so ; and that per- 
ception is immediately followed by her endeavours to 
serve her friend, which from her address, abilities, 
and perseverance, seldom prove ineffectual, and 

Jan. the M. 

I was interrupted. Sir, by a violent pain in the v^rist 
of my right hand, which swelled and continued too 
weak to attempt writing till this morning : and even 
now, I must only venture a few lines to thank you, 
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Sir, for your care and attention about my letter to my 
son the major, who is come directly home, missing 
an opportunity he expected to go to Paris. I^ there- 
fore, you be so good to return that letter to me, I 
shall be obliged to you. I don't wonder you mention 
the French with such admiration and affection. If 
justice did not oblige you to it, gratitude must, for I 
hear from all quarters, how much the men esteem and 
like you, even though all the women admire and love 
you. They are indeed a charming people, inhabiting 
a delightful country. Oh that my lot had fallen in 
thai fair ground! I had then had a goodly heritage. 
The Dowager Duchesse D'Aiguillon, (who I am sure 
knows you^ by all the commendations she gives you,) 
is another lady who I shall be glad to have you know. 
She is very lively, very amiable, and has a good deal 
of knowledge in different ways, with a very friendly 
disposition. She was a particular friend of the 
President de Montesquieu^ and one he esteemed very 
much, as he himself told me. I have insensibly 
wrote on, till I have made my hand ache again. Ex- 
cuse me therefore if I bid you abruptly adieu, for I 
can no more curtsey with my pen, at the end of a 
letter, than I could with my knees, at the end of a 
visit. 



The maleyolence and mftdness of Roasneau — Compares Hume's bringing him 
to Enghuid with Lord Hillsborough's importing noxious animals into Ire- 
land — Has written on the subject to Madame Geofflrin regarding him. 

Old Windsor, the 23d July, 176G. 

After the letter you showed me, Sir, and the 
account you gave me, when you was here, of that 
madman, Rousseau, nothing can surprise me from that 
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quarter; but it does worse, for it alarms me; his 
frenzy is grown to such a height that I really think 
him dangerous ; and that, for his own sake, and that 
of others, 'tis full time he should be locked up. De- 
testation for his malevolence, and compassion for his 
madness, make a sort of odd mixture in one's sensa- 
tions for him ; and both prevent one's laughing at the 
ridiculous as well as absurd idea he has got about the 
conspiracy of the triumvirate he supposes united to hurt 
him. You have really done, by this country, in importing 
him, what the late Lord Hillsborough did by Ireland, in 
carrying there the noxious animals and insects which 
were not the produce of that country ; and, if Jean 
Jacques increases and multiplies here, you will have a 
great deal to answer for. I wrote Madame Geoffirin 
an account of all I learnt about him when I saw yon 
last, for I think the world should be informed of what 
he is capable, that no other humane, kind-hearted, 
generous Hume (if there is another in the world) 
should be liable to be so treated and so reviled by 
such an ungrateful malevolent madman, as he is. I 
am not surprised that strokes of great genius should 
appear through all his madness, — they are not in the 
least inconsistent. You know Dryden has» long ago, 
observed that great wits are allied to madness ; but 
what is much more surprising and mortifying also, is, 
that great parts and great wickedness often meet in 
the same subject, which almost every one's own expe- 
rience will testify. 
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VIL 
From Allan Ramsay the Painter. 



Acta u Lady Herrey's secretary to introdnee her son ~ Speaks of Catharine 
Maooanley's History as a romance, in which there is much abase, both of 
Home and of himself — Determines on reyenge — A saying of Lycnrgns on 
democracy — ^Progress of his portraits of the King and Queen. 

Dear Hume, — 'Lady Hervey lefk Chevening on 
Saoday last, for fear of being laid up with the gout. 
What she feared has happened, and she is now in 
yery great pain, and unable to stir hand or foot. 
Had it been otherwise, she intended to have written 
to you to recommend to your friendship Captain 
William Hervey, her son, who is to pass through 
Paris in his way from the West Indies. But, in this 
state of inability, she has been forced to appoint me 
her secretary {sono ancK io) for notifying these her 
wishes, and for enclosing her letter to the captain, 
of whose arrival you will learn by sending to Mr. 
Selwyn, the banker. 

So much for the needful. But that is not enough ; 
common decency and decorum require that a certain 
portion of this paper should be written, whether one 
has any thing to say or not ; and, after all, what can 
I say ? Secrets, although I abounded ever so much 
in them, it would be as impertinent to send to you as 
it would be to send a haunch of venison to a man 
who has a park of his own ; and, as for public news, 
I know of none, except that somebody under the 
name of Mrs. Catharine Maccauley has written a 
romance, called *' James the First," the secret design 
of which is to abuse you and me, and all the other 
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people of oonseqaence, whom she calls the creatures 
of a court, and the tools of tyranny. I am meditat- 
ing revenge, and remember to have read in Bltie Turk 
as how Lycurgus, being asked, by some such lover of 
liberty, why he did not establish a democracy at 
Sparta? " Do you," said he, ^^ first establish a demch- 
cTOcy in your own house^ and then you willy perhaps^ 
find out the reason^ What if we should bring about 
a match betwixt this woman, (if there be such a 
woman,) and Patriot Wilkes ? Were it not a con^ 
summation devoutly to be wished? I think the 
patriotic invectives, the kicks and the cuffs, that the 
spirit of liberty would produce de part et ffatUre^ 
would not only revenge us, but would give the whole 
parish more true insight into politics than all your 
essays put together. 

I beg you will present my best respects to Lord Hert- 
ford, and tell his Lordship that the pictures of the 
King and Queen are ready to be sent with the first 
things that come to him. I am ever most affec- 
tionately your 

Allan Ramsay. 

London^ Nov. 8, 1763. 



Exenaes for delay in writing — At a loss for a subject — An inscription said 
to have been found in the Famese palace — Its reference to the doctrine 
of miracles — Jocular allusions to liberty and truth, and Hume's rewards 
for his exertions — Complains that he can get no fiune as a philosopher, 
being rather considered as a comical dog. 

Dear Sm, — A consciousness of not having any 
thing to write that might any way serve as a return 
for your most agreeable letter, has hindered me so 
long from thanking you for it; but beginning to 
reflect that this modesty of mine was somewhat akiu 
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to impudence, and that, through the fear of being 
thoQght dull, I ran the chance of being held 
ungrateful, I at last have set pen to paper, without 
knowing what is to become of it. The truth is, an 
interesting subject does not occur readily to me here. 
Most of the things which make this city so delightful 
to those who yisit it, give but little pleasure in the 
relation. A description of a tune, for instance, is 
not yery touching, and I doubt whether the descrip- 
tion of a picture be much better. Popery you already 
understand, and slavery also, so that you have little 
farther to learn from hence of religion and govern- 
ment. The Pope himself is short and fat ; the Pre- 
tender is long and lean ; which is all I am able to 
inform with regard to either. As to the Devil, I 
have not yet seen him, and am too difSdent of reports, 
especially when they concern heads of parties, to send 
yon any description of his person by hearsay. For 
want of better entertainment, please to receive the 
following fri^ment of an inscription, on marble, which 
I found, while I was looking for bas-reliefs, in a lumber- 
room of the palace Famese. 

xou &wau rwtf nnnt daxrvXoui viram rw ^fiarogf %au a^i rijy X"^> 
TMi wtduvoi net rou^ tbtw^ o^aXfioui, Kcu o^o¥ avsCXf\}/i rw 8fifun) 
«afstf<rairo( xou ^v^ouffifuwv 'art ^u^ou* a^rat tyivovro $in rou (nOaarou 
'flfiM9 Avrwvsivou. 

*o Stag sXdsA', xou ex rov rpQoificu a^o/ rtf ^an, xai fAir omu ava^u^atfas^ 
xeu vxiknou s^i ro ^Xsu^v, xou tffcaOri xou br^fioaia fiu-xa^t^rnniy r^ 6vfi 
xou 'o infdAi flt/w^a^ ai}r<ff. 

A/fJLa awifi^i louX/avfti, 'otfijXw/oj&wifw iwo ^avrog avtfg^ftwou «^ij- 
lLari(Si¥ i 0«o$, fXdg/K xai tx rou r£/CwAM>« aga' xoxxoug errgoC/Xou xai 

* On the margin— Perhapa T^r-w. 
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aufJM f^ oXf XTj^ra^ Xfvxov fMra /tti X/rog* tuu xoXXu^/ou tft/i^#>)/ai, xou hti 
r|^^ 'f|/ct{^^ fvi^(j^eou Hfi roue o^ktKfitW)^ xau flniaCXs>)/fy xcu fXtjXuto 

I mofit own it gave me great pleasure to meet with 
this ancient monument, chiefly upon your account, 
who I know are very backward in believing miracles. 
And in some cases I think you are in the right ; but 
those above are attested in so particular a manner, 
as removes all the ordinary objections. Here is a 
living testimony coeval with the facts it relates, — an 
autograph, as it were, of an appeal to the public for 
the truth of what is affirmed to have been publicly 
performed. It is true the belief of the miracles 
here contained is not in itself conducive to salvation ; 
but if I can bring you to believe in any miracle, I 
flatter myself it will serve as an easy introduction to 
the belief of others, that are more profitable, though 
not so regularly attested. 

Can a man, O philosopher, be both sorry and glad 

^ In case any one should be inclined to believe in this being a 
genuine inscription, it is fair to inform him, that in the original 
letter it is given in very rude and venerable looking capitals, and 
that the editor has transposed it literatim into the ordinary text 
character, for the convenience of the printer, with no farther altera- 
tion than the insertion of the grave aspiration where it was neces- 
sary. That it was a fabrication, probably not intended to pass for 
genuine in the eyes of the a^nte critic to whom it was submitted, 
appeared evident from the general tendency of the miraculous nar- 
ratives, and their style, partaking of the phraseology of the New 
Testament, mixed with that of the oracular consultations in HeixH 
dotus. The conclusion thus adopted, was confirmed to the editor 
by his friend, Dr. Leonhard Schmitz, whose profound scholarship 
enabled him at once to detect minute peculiarities characteristic of 
a forgery. 
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at the same time ? If the thing is possihie, I am in 
those circnmstances. For I am glad to hear that 
tiiere is any society of men amongst you who have a 
particular attention to the improvement of the arts of 
loxuiy, BO conducive to the riches, the strength, and 
liberty of our dear country ; but am afraid, at the 
same time, that this scheme, by bringing in a new set 
of members of another species, will destroy that 
which we had set on foot ; and could have wished 
that some other way had been fallen upon, by which 
porter might have been made thick, brick thin, and 
fhe nation rich, without our understanding being at 
all the poorer for it. Is not truth more than meat, 
and wisdom than raiment ? This fear of mine, how- 
ever, has no particular foundation, as I have seen no 
list of the members that have accrued to us by this 
worldly-wise part of our constitution, nor have been 
otherwise instructed in their design than by a little 
printed book I received from Sir Alexander Dick ; 
and only arises from the general experience I have 
had of the frivolity of most things that have double 
purposes ; one being generally more than enough for 
mere men to execute to any advantage. 

Have your rewards produced an essay upon taste ? 
If they have, and it is printed, I should be glad to see it. 
Millar would send it to me, some way or other, if 
you desire him. I am still satisfied with my own 
Dialogue, though I find I shall make but few prose- 
lytes. It has always been my hard fate in these 
matters to pass for a very comical dog, when I meant 
to get the fame of a deep philosopher ; but I am com- 
forted again when I consider that the same has been 
the lot of my favourite Lucian; and that to write like a 
deep philosopher we must write like TumbuU or Plato. 
SomSf Matu Ftmtnofif, March 13, 1756. 
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VIII. 

From Colonel Barr^.* 



Regarding his taeoearion to property left by hie nnole in Fnuice — Wishes to 
know Hume's idea of the rale of law in France in relation to the sncceaaion 
of strangers to their relatiyes there. 

Roche/orty August Bd, 1764. 

Dear Hume, — When you joked me about my 
native country, as you was pleased to call it, I did not 

' Tbia renowned senatorial gladiator has met a n^lect in the 
usual sources of biographical information, in singular contrast with 
the large space he filled in the ejes of his contemporaries. He is 
not commemorated in an j biographical or other work of reference 
with which the editor is acquainted ; and any one desirous of 
knowing the incidents of his life, would find difficulty in obtaining 
accurate information regarding its most marked particulars. The 
letters which follow throw some light on his history and con- 
nexions. He was one of those able men, whom Lord Shelbume, 
with that instinctive appreciation of powerful minds which so re- 
markably charaoteriied him, gathered round his person and party. 
He was one of those who enjoyed for some time the distinction of 
having been proved the author of Junius. Walpole thus deecribes 
him (Memoirs of Geoige III. i. 109) in the midst of one of his 
invectives against Chatham, — ^* My ear was struck with sounds I 
had little been accustomed to of late — virulent abuse of the last 
reign, and from a voice unknown to me. I tuned, and saw a fiioe 
equally new ; a black robust man, of a military figure, rather hard 
fiavoured than not young, with a peculiar distortion on one side of 
his fiace, whioh it seems was owing to a bullet lodged loosely in his 
cheek, and which gave a savage glare to one eye. What I less 
expected from his appearance, was very dasm and eloqnmt diction, 
and as determined boldness, as if accustomed to harangue in that 
place."* The Rockingham administration of 1782 awarded him a 
pension, which called up some animadversion from the opposition ; 
and a speech made by the Colonel on that occasion, affords the 
fblkwiag aniobiociniphical notices of hb career : — 

''ll did not become kin lo state danu^ or enlarge npon praten- 
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imagine that it was likely to produce any other good 
to me bat a little amusemeut, and the pleafiare of 
meeting yon in Paris. 

However, since my arrival in this part of France, 
I find that an nncle of mine (younger, and only 
brother to my father) died lately, possessed of about 
ten thousand pounds sterling, which (as there was no 
will) has been very rapidly divided amongst a number 
of very distant relations, who supposed me dead. ' I 
don't know all the particulars as yet, but intend to 
set out for the very spot to-morrow morning early, 
and afber getting all the information I can, I shall go 
to Bordeaux, where I shall state the whole alTair to 

dons that his friends might think he had to public &vonr ; he 
would therefore only state what he had been, and what he might 
now hare been, if his conduct had been different from what that 
house had seen it. In the last war, he had the honour to com- 
mand a regiment of one thousand men ; and he trusted that while 
he enjoyed that command he had disgraced neither himself nor his 
profession. At the peace, his regiment was broke, and as he had 
served a campaign as adjutant -general to the immortal Wolfe, he 
was appointed to that office at home ; he was at the same time 
made goyemor of Stirling Castle, both which places were worth to 
him £ 1,500 net money. It was true thaf he ought not to look 
upon these places as a tenure for life ; however, they were military 
places, and he had a right to imagine he should have been dismissed 
from them for a military offence only. In this, however, he had 
been mistaken: he was an enemy to general warrants, he had 
voted against them as a member of Parliament, and the very next 
day he was dismissed from his military emplo3rments for this poli- 
tical offence. It was the etiquette to give a regiment to the 
adjutant-general, in order to give him the more consequence and 
weight. He did not know whether he should have got a regiment 
of dragoons or of infantry, (for there would no doubt have been a 
difference in the income,) but he knew that his successor in the 
adjutant-generalship had cleared 4000 guineas a-year. This in- 
come he should have enjoyed had he been less a friend to the 
liberties of the people ; and at this day he would have been aa old 
lieutenant-general."— Par JMWMfi^ayy Histavy^ zxiii. p. 156. 
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some able lawyer, and be directed by him how to pro- 
ceed. Forgive me if I trouble you upon this occasion ; 
you see it is a serious one. First, let me know what 
the law, custom, or court opinion is, as to the right of 
succession in an Englishman to an inhabitant of this 
country. Next, pray prepare yourself to support me 
with all your influence, if it comes to any trial. I onlj 
ask justice; but you'll perhaps tell me that I am yerj 
unconscionable. 

I would not hare you speak of this, till I can write 
to you more fully; but, in the mean time, you may, per- 
haps, be able to send me some recommendation at 
Bordeaux, which may be of use to me in this affair : 
I mean in the law way. 

This will, probably, break through my proposed 
plan, and keep me longer at Bordeaux than I at first 
intended. Howeyer, the object is to me important. 
Indeed, if it had not been so, I should not have giyen 
you any trouble. Believe me most sincerely yours, 

J. Babb£. 
Direct to me^ at Messrs, Ainsleys^ Bardeaua. 



Acknowledges the receipt of a letter from Hume — Speaks of the Abbf 
Colbert — Gives the details of the case regarding his saocession to his 
nncle, and requests Hume to procure the opinion of a Parisian lawyer on 
the subject — Accuses Hume of being ** tuned soft by the d^ees of a 
French court," and of taking his politics from others. 

Dear Hume, — I thank you for your last letter from 
Paris, which I received just as Smith and his eleve, and 
L'Abbe Colbert were sitting down to dine with me at 
Bordeaux. The latter is a very honest fellow, and 
deserves to be a bishop ; make him one if you can. 

I stated my case, (or, rather, my father's,) to a 
lawyer at Bordeaux, who thinks he has no right; 
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and grounds his opinion upon several of the King's 
declarations ; and, particularly, apon one of the 27tb 
of October 1726. He makes the whole tarn upon 
mj grandfather's being a Protestant. This I have 
aOeged (though without any positive proof) to be 
the case. May I beg of yon to take some lawyer's 
opinion, at Paris, simply upon this case as I state 
it, viz.: — Barre dies in France about twenty-five 
years ago, leaving two sons, Peter and John ; Peter 
went over to Ireland about the year 1720 or 22, young 
and unmarried, but afterwards married and settled there. 
John being upon the spot at the time of his father's 
death, divided the property very nearly as he thought 
proper. John dies in September, 1760, intestate and 
childless. Bonnomeau,a maternal uncle of his, takes pos- 
session of his estate as nearest heir. This Bonnomeau 
died in the month following, and his whole fortune 
was divided between sixteen nephews or nieces, who 
stood in the same degree of relation to him, as the 
deceased John Barre did. At the time of John's 
death it had been reported that Peter and his chil- 
dren were dead. 

Now, I wish to know what right Peter has to the 
estate of his brother John, considering the circum- 
stances of his having left France, and his living so 
long in Ireland professing the Protestant religion, 
and whether that right is affected by his father being 
a Protestant. John was generally thought to be a 
Protestant, though his heirs contrived to have him 
buried as a Catholic. When you get an opinion, 
pray send it to Foley's, who forwards all my letters, 
and knows where to find me. Why will you triumph 
and talk otplatte couture ? You have friends on both 
sides. Smith agrees with me in thinking that you 
are turned soft by the delice$ of a French court, and 
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that you don't write in that nervous manner you 
was remarkable for in the more northern climates. 
Besides, what is still worse, you take year politics 
from your Elliots, Rigbys, and Selwyns ! ! ! 

A bad politician tells me just now that we are to 
have war. Impossible. Adieu. 

T<mUm9y Sepi. 4. 



IX. 

Fnm Sir Gilbert Elliot.^ 

1. 

A Critieiun on Romaeau'i EIoIm. 

I REALLY admire both the sentiments and eloquence 
which mark some of his writings ; 'tis amazing how 
he could compose or publish so extraordinary a piece 
as the Eloise. Many of the letters are truly [ ] 

but the tendency of the whole book is pernicious, and 
the composition throughout faulty and tedious. His 
style, though certainly nervous, and often rising to 
the sublime, yet I cannot help thinking departs 
much from the simplicity of the best writers; and in 
the shortness of his sentences, his frequent contrasts, 
interrogations, and exclamations, resembles more the 
age of Seneca or Pliny, than of Caesar and Cicero. 
The parts of his philosophy which he draws from 

^ The greater part of Sir Gilbert Elliot's letters, being intimately 
oonneoted with those he received from Home, have been printed 
in ^* The Life and Correspondence of Hume." The present frag- 
ment, which seemed worthy of preservation from its own internal 
merits, is a continuation of the letter printed in the life, vol. if. 
p. 109. 
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the Stoic school, and the study of the Spartan 
manners, seems to me to he founded on tbe largest 
and deepest views of human nature, considered in an 
abstract light, and distinct from all established and 
prevailing systems of government. But can any 
thing he less judicious than to consider the pursuits 
of Frenchmen and the manners of French ladies in 
the present age, with a constant relation to an im- 
aginary standard of perfection subsisting only in bis 
own mind, and which perhaps the most favourable 
and concurring circumstances of habit, culture, and 
discipline, could hardly establish ? In short, I must 
think that Mr. Rousseau would have been a much 
better member of society, and a more useful though 
perhaps less entertaining writer, if he q^iingled more 
with mankind, gave less indulgence to his love of 
singularity, and attributed fairly to every different stage 
and gradation of society such vices and such virtues 
as may be avoided, or are attainable in that particular 
state and situation of mankind of which he happens 
to treat. I should really wish to read an imaginary 
description of a people founded upon the stoical system, 
and agreeable to the principle of Spartan manners 
and discipline. Rousseau is capable to write an 
excellent and consistent Utopia upon this idea ; and 
it would give real satisfaction to his readers. But it 
only puzzles and tortures one's imagination to find 
scattered through his writings so many deep and true 
pictures of human manners, which, however, appear 
ridiculous merely by being placed in a false light, — 
I mean by being applied to a state of society where 
they could not exist. I give you joy of your house, 
and hope you are not idle. Yours, &c. 

GiLB. Elliot. 

London, I4th Jufy, 1762. 
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Mr. Lifton the tator of hifl boob. — Ezpectationi regarding hia aons. — l^eir 
oondact uid nuuuigement. 

Minio, 2l9i Oodber^ 1764. 

Dear Sib, — This letter will be delivered to yoa 
by Mr. Listen/ tutor to my two boys. I can't tell 
by what accident your long letter for London has 
never yet come to my hands, so I am quite ignorant 
of the particulars of the pension where I send my boys^ 
but perfectly satisfied with the outline which your 
short letter gives me, and to which I some days ago 
gave an answer. I have told Mr. Listen for some 
weeks to keep the boys at their Latin, and reading 
and writing French, till they were a little settled, 
and had looked a little about them ; and then he 
could have such masters as they had time for, and 
who seemed best qualified in their different ways. 
By that time, too, either your letter will have 
found its way to me, or I shall have another 
account sent from Paris by you or Mr. Listen, of 
the particulars. If Madame Geoffrin, or any other 
of my acquaintance, should, from civility, desire 
to see the boys, I suppose there will be no im- 
propriety of [in] suffering them to go to them, as 
there is no hazard of this happening so often as to 
interrupt their studies. I have desired Mr. Listen to 
dress them much as the ether boys are. If they 
should be ill, you'll be so good as to tell him to 
whom to apply. Notwithstanding my friend, Rous- 
seau, I have no objection to their going, new and 
then, to the French comedy. I have told Mr. Listen, 
in general, to consult with you as often as any thing 

^ Afterwards Sir Robert Liston. 



OWEN BUFFEDEAD. 41 

oecQis. I know yon will hare the goodness to inquire, 
now and then, how they are going on. I hare wrote 
to Thelosson and Necker to furnish money, for which 
Mr. Listen YnH draw upon Contts. So I endeavour 
to giye yon as little trouble as possible, helieying ypu 
are disposed to take all that friendship can surest. 
Mrs. Mnrray desires her best respects to you, and 
says she donbts whether you belieyed that she could 
put so mnch trust in you. Belieye me, dear sir, yours 
most sincerely. 



X. 

From Owen Ruffhead. 

CMkifial xemazki on the Hisiory— The Sftxon coiistiiation— WiiUnigemoi-* 
LegifllfttiTe ehancter of the oommons. 

MiddU Temple^ IH March, 1768. 

ScEt, — In a conyersation which I had the pleasure 
to hold with your yery worthy friend, Mr. Millar, 
concerning your History of England, I had occasion 
to take notice of some inaccuracies in the yolume 
last published ; and I am indebted to his kind inter-*^ 
yention for this opportunity of submitting my remarks 
to your candid consideration. You are sensible, sir, 
that they who most sincerely admire the whole, are 
most free in animadyerting on particular parts. I 
shall therefore make no apology for the liberty I take, 
since it is a proof of the respect I pay to your merit. 
Was you less liberal and ingenuous, I should be more 
scrupulous and reseryed. 

I am persuaded, sir, that you are aboye the little 
pride of being flattered by the applause or admiration 
of readers, who do not examine and think for them- 
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selves. Had I, however, been of a disposition to 
resign myself to authority iinplicitly, yet being en- 
gaged in a pursuit wherein I thought it a duty to take 
nothing upon trust, I found myself under a necessity 
of comparing some passages, in your History, with 
the originals you refer to ; and, upon collation, I am 
induced to doubt whether they warrant the use you 
make of them. 

Speaking of the Saxon constitution, you observe* 
with your usual sagacity, that there is some neces- 
sity for supposing that the Saxon Wittenagemot (from 
which you exclude the Burgesses or Commons) con- 
sisted of other members besides the ecclesiastics and 
aldennen. You therefore conclude that the more 
considerable proprietors of land were, without any 
election, constituent members of the national assem- 
bly ; and you suppose that forty hides was the estate 
requisite for entitling the possessor to this honourable 
privilege. In support of this opinion, yon refer to 
a passage in Hist. Eliensis, chap. 86, 40, from 
whence, you say, it appears that a person, even 
though allied to the crown, was not esteemed a 
Princeps till he had acquired a fortune of that extent; 
and you add, that this passage is remarked by Dug- 
dale, (Pref. to his Baron, vol. i.,) and that '* he draws 
the same inference from it." Now, sir, upon reference 
to Dugdale, I have not been able, after the most 
diligent scrutiny, to find any thing which justifies the 
use you make of his authority. All that Dugdale 
seems to conclude from the ancient history is, that, 
in the Conquerors time, he who had not forty hides 
of land was not reputed a baron ; which, you will 
admit, is in no degree applicable to the qualification 
of a Princeps in the Saxon Wittenagemot. Besides, 
with due deference to your judjOfment I cannot think 
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it probable that forty hides shoold be the requisite 
estate to constitute the possessor a member of the 
national assembly, when it is eyident, from the best 
authorities, that five hides only were sufficient to ad- 
Tance the proprietor to the dignity of a Thane. 

Again, sir, in another part of your History, 
you refer to a record in Cotton's Abridgment, 
where the King '^told the Commons that they 
were only petitioners, that is," you add, " they had 
not any proper legislative authority." But, con- 
sidering the occasion of the King's answer, and 
taking the whole sentence together, I am inclined 
to think that your conclusion is too hastily drawn. 
Upon examining the preceding record, we find a peti- 
tion from some of the relations of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, praying that the Archbishop might recover 
against Roge^^ Waldon for waste done in the arch- 
bishopric, which the King granted. Against this 
the commons preferred their petition, praying that, 
"Forasmuch as they were not made privy to the 
judgment aforesaid, that no record be made to charge, 
or make them parties thereunto;" whereupon the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, by the King's command, 
answered, " That the commons were only petitioners, 
and that all judgments appertain to the King, and to 
the lords, unless it were on statutes, grants, " &o. 
Thus it appears, from the whole context, that the 
grounds of the commons' petition concerned a matter 
of mere judicial cognizance; and that, though the 
King denies their judicial authority, yet he expressly 
confirms and saves their legislative right, by these 
words of exception, " Unless it were on statutes,'^ &c. 
In these instances, sir, I apprehend that, in the 
rapidity of composition, you have too slightly regarded 
the pages of antiquity. If I am right in my objec- 
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tions, I dare say that yon will be candid enough to 
rectify these inaccuracies in some future edition ; if I 
am wrong, I trust that you will be kind enough to 
correct my errors. 

Should it, howeyer, be confessed that there are 
inaccuracies, we may say of them, as Addison says of 
Milton's blemishes : and I cannot release you from 
this tedious interruption, without expressing the 
obligations which I, in particular, owe to you for 
your excellent History, which I haye read with no less 
pleasure than profit. I am, with perfect sincerity 
and well-grounded esteem, your most obedient seryant, 

Owen Ruffhead. 



XI. 

From Lord Elibank. 
1. 



Hli aazltiy to Me Hum. — Saji IfMUmt de Boufflext* objeot in eomlag to 
London wm sololy to meet with him. — CompUnMnts on the reputation ho 
haa attained in F^oe. 

Ma^ 11, 1703. 

Mt deab Friend, — Be not surprised that my 
chief errand to Scotland at this time was to haye 
some conyersation ydth you, when I assure you, from 
Madame Boufflers, that her only errand to England, 
where I had the happiness to attend her from Paris, 
was the hopes of meeting you at London. You can- 
not in decency neglect the opportunity of gratifying 
this flattering curiosity, perhaps passion, of the most 
amiable of God's creation. I had undertaken to 
write to you on this subject from Paris; but as I 
proposed to be here as soon as my letter, and hate 
writing worse than posting, I brought my half-finished 
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Bcioll in my pocket, and, not to lose my labonr, send 
it enclosed. Let me see you, or hear from yon, if yon 
go south, haTing ten thousand interesting things to 
say from Helvetius, Turgot, Mr. Martigni, &c. I 
shall only add, that no author ever yet attained to 
that degree of reputation in his own lifetime that you 
are now in possession of at Paris ; and that none of 
your disciples or admirers is more sincerely so than, 
my dear I>ayid, your old friend and servant, 

Eubank. 



Complains of eBnnL—- Impftiieiit to get to Paiis.— The Seottiih iMaknptdee. 
— Kequeele Hoim to make a eomninniwttimi to Hean. TheluHoa and 
Keeker. 

My deab Sm, — I am not a little impatient to get 
free of the smoke, fogs, and uninteresting politics of 
this insipid place, and am douhtful whether my impa- 
tience to get to your side the water is most the elSect of 
spleen or envy. The air of Paris will certainly dissi- 
pate the first ; hut if you have philosophized Madame 
de Boufflers out of all compassion for her impertinent 
admirers, I shall find it no remedy against the other. 
As to stocks, that is easily accounted for from the 
Dutch hankruptcies ; not so much from the real losses 
and diminution of imaginary property on that account, 
but because that event obliges all dealers in paper 
to keep larger sums by them than usual to answer 
demands arising from the diffidence of mankind, and 
the smallest diminution of the commodity in the 
market influences the price. Suppose the Hopes at 
Amsterdam haye been in use to deal to the exent of 
10,000,000, they must, while this impression lasts, 
contract their dealings to half that sum, for the reason 
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that the Scots banks were advised last year to caU in 
their credits. 

I gave you the trouble in my last to convey a letter 
of consequence to Messrs. Thelusson and Necker. To 
my amazement and disappointment, I have had no 
answer, and must now request the favour, you will 
send to these gentlemen, desiring they will let me 
know the meaning of their silence. I have half mj 
fortune concerned, and so need make no apology. I 
am, dear Sir, yours most affectionately. 



XII. 

From Sir James Macdonald.* 

1. 

Flattered hj Hume's inqoiries regarding him— Feara, when he goes to Franoe, 
he will be tempted to remain there — Is surprised he is going to attend 
Lord Hertford— account of his own intimacy with Lord Hertford and his 
Son—Hopes to be in Paris before Christmas. 

North Uut, Au^uit 30, 1763. 
Dear Sir, — It must be very flattering to me, 
though I had less vanity than I can pretend to, that 
you should think it worth your while to inquire into 
my motions. Nothing can make me so happy as to 
think I have the smallest share in your esteem ; and 
I am sure nothing can contribute so much to make me 
more deserving of it as permitting me to enjoy your 
society. I am very glad to hear you have gone to 

' So little is known of tbis amiable young man, wbose learning 
and accomplishments attracted the admiration of the greatest men 
of his age, that the following letters will be Taluable to those who 
have desired some addition to the interesting but scanty notices of 
him eontained in Boswell's ^« Johnson," and other sources. He died 
.at Rome in 1766, in the 25th year of his age. 
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paj a Tisit to a nation which has, to oar shame, so 
fer exceeded us in doing justice to yonr merit. I am 
only afraid they will never part with you, and that 
you will be entirely lost to your own country, which, 
I own with regret, is not so deserving of you. 

You will allow me to say, I was surprised to hear 

you was to attend Lord Hertford. I have the honour 

of being very well acquainted with him. You will 

find him to be a very worthy man ; but perhaps before 

I have the pleasure of meeting with you, you may be 

able to account for my surprise. I lived for several 

years in the strictest intimacy with his son. As I 

had a sincere regard for him, I always told him truth, 

without considering whether it was disagreeable to 

him or not. I am sorry he has chosen, since he 

went to France, to drop a correspondence we kept up 

for several years without interruption : it gave me 

great pleasure, as I was vain enough to think it gave 

me opportunities of being more useful to him than I 

could be in our common intercourse. He may meet 

with many that are, in every other respect, much 

more worthy of his friendship ; but I will venture to 

say, he is himself convinced he will never find one 

that will be more sincere. 

If I thought I had any chance of the least share of 
your company during my travels, it would make me 
happier than I can express ; though I have not the 
vanity to think any thing I could say would have any 
impression on you, yet I will not venture to shock 
your modesty with any further explanation of the 
reasons I must have to be happy, beyond measure. I 
will only say, that if you really think I am possessed 
of the smallest share of that understanding with which 
yon are pleased to compliment me, you can be at no 
loss to conceive how I ought to be affected by such a 
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prospect. At any rate, I shall hare the adyantage of 
being seen in your company at Paris. I shall be 
there before Christmas, and will hasten my journey 
the more, because I am to have the happiness of meet- 
ing you there. Believe me to be^ with the highest 
esteem, dear Sir, your most obedient, and most 
humble servant, 

J. Macdonald. 



V^Mnji d« Bwatti&n — Lord HerUbrd — Lord Beauohamp— CompUlnti of 
tht kJwfpltalitj of tb* Amhtwidor, Mid the BBkindnwi of his Son. 

Pariiy Jufy 24, 1764. 

I AH very sorry my dear philosopher should think 
me violent or absurd. I disclaim, at least, all vio- 
lence ; for I neither feel it nor express it. I have not 
opened my lips on the subject of Compi^gne since 
I returned from it. You and my good friend. La 
Divine Comtesse^ are the only people who know I was 
not perfectly well satisfied with our ambassador's 
politeness, nor with his son's friendship. I should 
not even perhaps have thought of either of them, if 
you had not written to me on the subject. Absurdity 
I cannot answer for : people deceive themselves as to 
their conduct, though they can generally judge pretty 
well of their sentiments. Mine are those of total in- 
difference about a set of people who are and who 
ought to be equally so in regard to me. I cannot 
greatly blame this state of mind. My conduct is 
neither more nor less than that, finding myself at 
Compi^gne in a situation I did not think suitable, I 
chose to expose myself no longer to the same incon- 
venience, and therefore retired, without any very 
favourable sentiments of those whose business I 
thought it to have prevented the cause of my retreat. 
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(Since that time I hare thought little and said less 
aboat these same persons. I told you and my only 
female confidante, my opinion of the matter, which I 
retain to myself, without diminution or augmentation. 
Your idea of my journey to Compi^gne, is perfectly 
just. In going there, I thought only of La Divine 
Comtesse and you. When I found myself there, and 
saw onr ambassador in all his glory, who barely 
deigned to youchsafe me a gracious smile, I thought 
he woidd haye done no more than his duty in procur- 
ing me an opportunity of passing a few of those 
hours in which I could neither see you, nor La Divine 
Comtesse^ somewhat more ageeeably than I could be 
supposed to do in an inn. I thought also that his 
son might haye remembered enough of the old stories 
of Theseus and Pirithoiis, of Pylades and Orestes, to 
haye stretched his ideas of friendship far enough, to 
rescue from the solitude of that same inn a lonely 
friend. As I found his own dignity had made so 
complete an impression on the one, and the classics 
so small an one on the other, and that I was so little 
disposed to think favourably of either, I thought it 
most advisable to save both them and me the pain of 
being any longer disagreeable to each other. At 
present I determine coolly with myself, that as they 
chose not to suppose any duties towards me^ I shall 
never have the impertinence to impose any ; and that 
as they took no trouble on this occasion, I shall never 
give them any. This is doing them no injury. I shall 
not complain of them, and I cannot flatter myself 
they will do me the honour to complain of me : so 
we shall live in a state of cordial indifference, much 
more agreeable than an affected unsubstantial friend- 
ship. 
As to you, if 1 thought any circumstance of this 
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natoie could change on your side, a friendship which 
I have etemallj and nnalterablj vowed on mine, that 
would effectually turn into a matter of affliction, what 
I at present laugh at, and consider as a very insignifi- 
cant eyent. Whatever you may determine in regard 
to me, you will always be fixed in the innermost 
recess of my heart, though I should eternally remain 
Oblitusque tuorum obliviscendus et illis. 



Aoknowledges tlM receipt of » totter tnm Home, which hi4 given both 
pleMore and pain — Hopes to retain his friendship, and oifers to make aU 
saorifice of prejudice and passion to do so — Professes great willingnesa 
to be reconciled to Lord BeanohaBip — Asenres hin of all admiration and 
respect. 

PariSf Atiffwt A, 1764. 

My deab Philosopheb, — ^Your very friendly letter 
has given me great pain, at the same time that I 
have received from it the greatest pleasure. It has 
convinced me of the real esteem of the man in the 
world whom I respect most ; it has given me hopes 
of renewing a friendship which constituted the happi- 
ness of my early youth, and which I always wished 
to cultivate all through life ; at the same time that it 
persuades me that I must have fallen many degrees 
in your opinion by the reproaches which you pour 
out upon me. Shall I have any chance of recovering 
your approbation by sacrificing to it every sentiment 
that can have contributed in any degree to diminish 
it ? Will you do me the justice to think that candour 
and reason are not entirely banished from a mind 
which you think to be guided alone by passion and 
vehemence, if you see me bury the very shadow of 
passion in oblivion, and forget as entirely the event 
which gave rise to it as if it had never existed ? If 
1 am naturally violent, you cannot help approving the 
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eiort I make to combat this diflposition ; if I am not» 
jou win at least idlow it, and. exculpate me from 
you fonner aoeusatioi]. Yon mil hear that I shall 
alHttdoB abBolntely and entirely every thing that 
looks like discontentment ; and that I am capable of 
lespeefciiigy in Lord Beanchamp, the virtne Tfhich has 
made him think with so much regret of the loss of an 
old friend. I shall receive him with open arms, and 
shall again offer him a heart in which I am sure he 
never found insincerity, and in which I hope both he 
and you will ovm that passion does not reign exclu- 
Mvely. 

Allow me to add, that though you may have many 
soffirages more flattering than mine, I will venture to 
Bay that no man can give a higher proof of vene- 
ration for you than I do^ in sacrificing not only my 
reason, but what is much dearer to every man than 
his reason, my resentment, in deference to your judg- 
ment and respect for your virtue. You cannot doubt 
how much I am your most sincerely affectionate 
friend and humble servant. 

4 

Apologies Ibr not haTing written; bat stfttes that his journey to London wae 
BO dnU it wonld not bear recital — ConplainB of the state of London 
Society — The men all in clubs — Lord Eglington's good appearance in the 
House of Gommons on the Scottish banks— The Regency Bill— Lord 
Sondwieh — Lord Nortiiumberland — Grieved at the misondeiBtanding 
betwixt Lord £libank and Hante^ and wishes to hare it accommodated. 

Lonthn^ April 26, 1765. 

Mt dear Philosopheb, — The hurry I have been 
in since my arrival in this place has prevented me 
from giving myself the pleasure of vmting to you 
A bare account of my journey must have been the 
subject of my letter ; so that it is at least as well for 
you that I have not troubled you before, for I believe 
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of all the trayelB that haye been written in any age, 
mine from Paris to London must haye been the 
dullest, as they were not dignified by any one eyent of 
note. Since I haye been here I haye seen a great 
many people, and conyersed ynth scarce any ; for this 
is a town where seeing men and liying with them are 
two different things. As I am come here upon busi- 
ness, and haye a desire to conyerse familiarly with 
seyeral people, the style in which I find eyery bodj^ 
liye here is to me inexpressibly inconyenient. All 
the men are formed into dubs ; and as I haye not the 
good fortune to belong to any of them, I haye the 
mortification of knowing where to find all the people 
I wish to see, without haying it in my power to see 
them. Thus I can only meet by mere accident with 
any man I want, and cannot possibly liye for any 
time together with any man or any set of men. My 
business is therefore little adyanced ; nor can I guess 
as yet what aspect my affairs may wear when I haye 
been a month longer here. You shall know as soon 
as I am able to inform you of any thing material. 
Elliot has been yery friendly to me. Oswald has not 
been in town since my arriyal, and therefore I haye 
not had it in my power to profit by your kind re- 
commendation. I must tell you that Lord Eglington 
made a yery good figure last Tuesday in the House of 
Lords on the subject of the Scotch Banks. No man 
eyer changed the opinion of the world in regard to 
him so thoroughly in two hours ; for when he got up, 
no one expected any thing from him, and before he 
sat doyns, he had conyinced the whole house of the 
point he undertook to proye,and that no man could haye 
gone through the whole with more clearness, energy, 
and method. I was present, and was made yery happy 
by seeing him merit and receiye uniyersal applause. 
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I wiBh this beginning may lead to any thing farther ; 
bat I am afraid he will stop short. The affair of the 
Banks is not decided, bnt will be resumed on Tuesday 
next. Yon shall immediately know the issue of it. 
It is expected that the regency bill will occasion 
much warm debating, for the mode of regency pro- 
posed by the present bill is new and liable to strong 
objections. It was said yesterday that Lord Sand- 
wich went to Ireland, and that Lord Northumberland 
succeeded him in his present office. How far this is 
true I cannot say, but I believe it is certain that Lord 
Northumberland wiU not return to Ireland. 

Now that I have troubled you with all the public 
newsi, let me enter into something that regards your- 
self. I am sorry to see Lord Elibank so much out of 
humour in regard to you. He showed me a letter 
you had written to him, and his answer. If I could 
disapprove of any thing you ever wrote, it would be 
of th[e spir]it of that letter, though I am much 
^ approving of his answer. In short, ^ wish 

that neither of these letters had ever been written, 
as I do not like to see old friendships break up, 
especially between men of merit, and who have been 
mutually obliged to each other. I wish you could 
come to understand each other better than at present 
you seem to do. He goes from hence to Scotland in 
a few days, and I think carries with him some degree 
of acrimony against you, which I should wish greatly 
to see sweetened.* 

I beg you will remember me in the most affection- 
ate manner to all my friends in France, whom I shall 
sincerely regret all my life. Give my most respectful 

* Part of tbe letter torn oflf. 

' This angiy correspondence was about Queen Mary.-— See IAf9 
c/Hume^ vol. ii. p. 252. 
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campliments ta Lady Hertford and mj Lord; and 
believe me to be, my dear pbilosopher, most sme^rdy, 

5. 

Introdaoes Mr. Crawford, and bespeaks hjoxa for him — The RegeneyBiO — 
The King's motiyes for it not very Tisible — Loid HaliAuL— DiffienUy ef 
formiag an Administration — Riots of the Silk weayers; their attack on 
the Duke of Bedford — PnsiUanimitj of the Houses of Parliament — 
Confldenoe and andaoity of the Mob — Unfounded ramonn regarding tha 
King's health — Is to see Hume in three weeks. 

Landanj May 18, 1765. 
Mr DEAR Philosopher, — I send yon tbis by Mr. 
Crawford, son of Peter Crawford, who I imagine you 
must know. He is a young man worthy of yonr at- 
tention, and I make no doubt you will bestow some 
share of it upon him. I wrote to you once before, 
and should hare been glad to hare heard from you ; 
but when I formed such a wish, I forgot for a moment 
the man I was writing to, and did not consider that 
half-an-hour bestowed on me, was half-an-hour stolen 
from some Duchesse. This country is in a rery ex- 
traordinary situation at this moment. You must 
have heard of the regency bill, and the proceedings in 
parliament on that head. The bill was suggested 
entirely by the king, who did not let his ministry 
sufficiently into his meaning, for them to give a yery 
distinct account of it to parliament: this occasioned a 
confusion in the whole proceeding, which, however, 
was carried through, after the bill had received an 
amendment in the House of Commons, by inserting 
the Princess's name, which had been virtually excluded 
by a clause proposed in the House of Lords, at the 
time of passing the bill by Lord Halifax. How far 
this bill may influence in the impending change of 
administration, I cannot say, nor what set of people 
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are likely to oome in; neither the king's motives nor his 
intentions are known, but it is qaite certain that some 
Teiy great change will take place very soon. This is 
not a Tague report, nor a piece of newspaper politics ; 
it comes from the yery highest anthoritj, and occa- 
sions a degree of ferment, that I have seldom seen. 
The erent of this cannot yet be foreseen, it is scarcely 
even conjectured; for the materials from whence a 
ministry conld be composed are so discordant, that it 
is difllciilt to conceive how they can be put together, 
80 as to form any kind of regular machine. As soon as 
any thing is settled you shall know it. Another very 
extraordinary event, is the riot which the silk weavers 
haTO made for some days past. They got a bill passed 
in the House of Commons, to prevent more effectually 
the importation of foreign silks, which the Duke of 
Bedford threw out in the House of Lords. The next 
day, above ten thousand of these people came down 
to the House, desiring redress, with drums beating 
and colours flying. They attacked the Duke of Bed- 
ford in his chariot, and threw so large a stone at him, 
that if he had not put up his hand, and saved his head 
hy having his thumb cut to the bone, he must have 
been killed. He behaved with great resolution, and 
got free of them, since which time he has remained 
blockaded in his own house, and defended by the 
troops. Yesterday the same number of weavers 
assembled again at the House of Lords, where the 
horse and foot guards were to secure the entry for 
the Peers. The mob were ranged before the soldiers, 
and their colours were playing in the faces of his 
majesty's troops. The degree of security with which 
these people commit felony, seems to me the most 
formidable circumstance in the whole : they carry in 
their whole deportment so much tranquillity and 
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ease, that they do not seem apprized of the illegality 
of their proeeedbgs. It is really serioas to see the 
legislature of this coantry intimidated by such a 
rabble; and to see the House of Lords send for 
Justice Fielding, to hear him prove for how many 
reasons he ought not to do his duty. The Duke of 
Bedford is still in danger of his life if he goes out of 
his house, and we expect to see the same number of 
people assembled every day, till something more 
vigorous is done than any one has yet chosen to pro- 
pose. The spirit of robbing has gone forth in this 
nation, to a degree that we have not experienced this 
century past, and it will not be found so easy a matter 
to quell it. It was bad politics to raise up a demon 
at one time, which it may be equally advisable, and a 
thousand times more difficult, at another to lay. 

I am told there prevails an idea in France, that our 
king is in a bad state of health, and that he proposed 
the regency biU on that account. This is not true, 
he never looked better nor ever enjoyed more perfect 
health ; and if it is imagined that the present mobs 
have any connexion with that measure, it is likewise 
a gross error. Give my respects to all friends ; assure 
Lord and Lady Hertford of my sincerest attachment ; 
and be persuaded, my dear philosopher, that no man 
can be more sincerely your most affectionate humble 
servant, &c. 

I shall see you in three weeks. 



EARL MARISCHAL OF SCOTLAND. 57 

XIII. 

From the Titular Earl Marischal of Scotland. 



for the Dae de Gadagne, Comteflse de Mamn to receire it — His own 
state of liealth— Thoughts of a rotreat for his old age — Companson 
between. LondoB and Paris — Constraints of Scottish sodoty — Snndaj 
letters — Clerical power ~ Three localities he might establish himself in 
wHh ad^antagey Fort Mahon, Yeniee, or Sans Soad — Complains of the 
inflmuties of old age — Wishes to consult with D'Alembert regarding his 
retreat, also with Hnme — Is himself undecided. 

Timeh^ 2StA October^ 1763. 

Sib, — I am very glad to hear from yourself, that 
yoa are well, and am obliged to you for receiving the 
snuff to be carried to Paris for the Duke of Gadagne. 
The Comtesse de Marsan, sister to Prince Soubise, 
will call for it, and saye you farther trouble. I am 
glad peace is made. The honest savage has a most 
sensible heart, and Madame de Bouffler's pouting was 
heayy on him. I believe as you, that his health 
would not allow him to come to Keithhall. Mine is 
totally, (not ruined,) but deranged, since I am in Scot- 
land. From being all my days bound in my belly, my 
bowels are quite relaxed, and I cannot get as yet the 
better of it, though by the help of burnt rhubarb, I 
mend. Your advice of creeping nearer to the sun, is- 
most agreeable to an old Spaniard, and a sort of a 
gnebre by religion ; but £600 a-year will not do in 
London, neither in Paris, though better there than in 
London. In Paris etant deja reconnu pour hibou^ je 
pourrois aisement meriter aussi le titre de hup. 
Alors je serois en repos et je ne verrois que ceux qui 
me plairoient. C'est terrible a ma campagne d'etre 
oblige de recevoir des visites sans relache : et bien 
de ces gens dont Alliotus pourroit dire, Id genus 
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demoniorum non ejicitur nisijefunio. M. D'Alembert 
Tons expliquera ceci; et pour voua dire la verite, je 
conte par jejunio vini me d^barraaser de plosieurs. 
II 7 a une autre incommodite dans notre pays — la 
bigoterie; et je crois aussi un peu d'hjpocrisie. M. 
D'Alembert dit un jour a Sans Sonci fort plaisamment 
et justement qu'en Allenmgne on crie encore yarda^ 
(qui ya la,) a la raison. Dans le nord d'Ecosse on ne 
crieroit pas yarda k la pauyrette si on la yoyoit — on 
commenceroit par lui jetter one pierre a la tete. Quand 
j'ai passe par Aberdeen, les Eglises retentissoient des 
anathemes centre ceux qui retireroient leurs lettres 
de la poste le Dimancfae. M. Campbell etoit un des 
plus zeles predicateurs.^ Je comprens bien que ces 
Messieurs sent bien aises d'etre souyeraiiuS' absolos 
d'une septieme partie del'annee, maiscela n'ert pas si 
plaisant a moi, dont la yocation yeritable etoit 
d'etre Calmuck Tartar. C'est a dire, aussi sauyage, 
mais moins solitaire que mon ami Jean Jacques. 
Voila mes griefs; pea de sante de corps, et pea 
d'agrements d'esprit, parce que je serois irop gSne par 
nos Lamas. De I'autre c^e il est douz et flatteur 
de yiyre daas un pays ou j'ai raison de croire que 
tout le monde me souhaite da bien, ce qui n'empeche 
pas que je ne m'ennuie. J'ai de la peine de me degager 
*de mes compatriotes ; et puis a mon age yaut-il la 
peine? Ou aller ? Londres et Paris sont trop chers, 
les heures de Londres ne yont point a ma sante. 
Voici trois endroits qui conyiendroient a ma bourse. 
Port Mahon, bourse et climat, liberte, la societe 
pourroit me manquer. Venise — ^bourse, Uberte, cli- 
mat, a pen pr^s, la gondole delicieuse pour les yieux 
infirmes, mais le yoyage est bien long. Reste une 

^ Apparently the author of ^^ The Treatiae on Miracles," who 
was then Principal of Marischal College in Aberdeen. 
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boisieme retraite, chez le bon Pere Grardien de Sans 
Sonci.^ Mais elle n'est pas assez retraite pour ma yieil- 
lesae. Ma memoire me manque, I'imagination s'aiSbiblit 
eneore plus. Je sais bien par mainte docte demonstra- 
tion de saTants metaphysiciens, que notre ame immor- 
telle est toujours de meme. Je le sais encore mieux, 
comme bon chretien par la foi ; mais je ne le sens 
pas physiquement par les effets. Les Cours deman- 
dent des jeunes gens. II en &ut faire a la reine, aux 
princesses, et aux princes. Cependant mon attachement 
an Pere Gardien m'attire puissamment vers lui. Je vou- 
drois bien etre a portee de vous consulter de bouche. 
Je ne crois pas avoir jamais connu un homme aussi 
^%%^ <l6 prejuges. Je youdrois aussi consulter M. 
D'Alembert, quoique je sacbe d'avance, qu'il me con- 
seilleroit d'aller au Pere Gardien. Dans ce pays, je 
n'ose parler a personne, ils se mettroient tous centre 
moi. II £siut que j'attende la yente d'une de mes 
terres; et Fete qui yient je prendrai mon parti. Soit 
dWancer vers le soleil and free thinking, ou de rester 
pour me faire enterrer parmi mes ancetres, plaisir 
solide, et encore plus durable. Ecriyez-moi je yous 
prie, et parlez aussi a Mr. D'Alembert. Je conte 
sur Famitie de Fun et de I'autre, et je suis a peu pres 
comme Panurge quand il youlut se marier, tr^s in- 
decis, ou pour mieux dire, tire fortement des deux 
cotes. Bon jour. Je yous embrasse de tout mon 
coeor, et suis pour la yie yotre seryiteur.^ 
Mr. Ewne^ D r ofths P A. 

1 Frederick the Great, who wbb not always alluded to, bj his 
friends, in so affectionate a shape. 
' None of Lord Manscbal's letters are signed. 
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An uieodote illiuiratiTe of Hnine's flune in Pftris— Iftndune G«ofinn — M. da 
In Oaerehe -— A letter from RooBBeaa, detailing his fean for M"^ Le 
VftBsear— Lord Mariichnl offinn aid — Complaina of the soeietj and oUmate — 
Wilkes, Carteret WebtH-Reeonunends Home to leare politico and resnma 
philosophy. 

C€ 4 Fhnrier. 

J'ai eu le plaisir de la yotre. J'ai vue celle oa 
youB dites» qa' one Dame was disgraced at court for 
haTing asked who you was. ^^ To know not me be- 
speaks thyself unknown." ^ She has been some pro- 
yinciale newly arrived in Paris. I see you have too 
mnch business in your hands, what with ladies, petits- 
maitres, and aflfairs of the embassade; though, at 
present, I fancy they are easy. 

Madame Geoffrin yous a donne un avis bien force, 
et que je crois que yous avez bonne envie de suivre, 
si le train ou yous etes engage yous permettoit de 
choisir Yotre fa9on de rivre. Je yous prie de lui 
offrir mes respects, et de lui dire que Mr. de la 
Guerche a oublie de m'euYoyer le billet touchant la 
peinture dont elle parle dans le sien. 

J'ai ete touche et attendri de la lettre de M. 
Rousseau. II est trop sauYUge. II aYoit quand 
j'etois a mon gouYemement la meme inquietude, en 
cas qu'il rint a mourir sur les fraix de la justice par 
rapport au pen de choses qu'il pent laisser a M^®- le 
Vasseur. Je Tassurois que j*en aurois soin, et que je 
donnerois a elle I'argent que le roi m'aYoit euYoye pour 
loi ; il n'en a pas youIu ; point de present, ni Yivant ni 
mort. J'ai ecrit a des amis a Neufchatel pour tacher 
de rendre quelque serrice a sa gouYemante s'il Yient 
de mourir, et lui epargner les frais de la justice. 
Dites ceci a M^** de Boufflers seule. Jean Jacques 
' Sic in MS. 
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est trop honnete homme pour oe monde, qai t&che a 
tourner en ridicule sa deUcatesse ; — en meme temps 
offirez-Iui mes respects. 

Ne Tons etonnez pas que je n'aime pas ce sejour, 

on si on n'a pas de bonnes jambes, on ne pent visiter 

BBS amis loges sonyent trop hant.^ Le dimat est 

effiroyable, la joumee etouffimte, la bonne societe 

occnpee an barrean, a lenrs affieures, a lenrs etudes. 

Je ne sais encore ce que je ferai. Le P^re Gardien 

Taut tont senl bien dn monde. II n'j a pas de pays 

anasi libre pour moi. On pourroit difficilement Tetre 

ici, *^ Wilkes a merite d'etre expulse de la chambre 

des communes," — voila, disent ceux de la minorite, 

un esclave de la cour. Le grand jure de Middlesex a 

tronve un inditement centre Carteret Webb de parjure. 

Si on dit que Carteret Webb a mal-fait de faire un 

&UX serment, voila qu'on se declare un ennemi du 

ministere. Et si moi je disois que les deux me parois- 

sent avoir tort, me voila excommunie des deux cotes. 

Vive Sans Souci; chacun ne se mele que de ses affaires; 

et moi, Dieu merci, je n'en aurai aucune. Dieu vous 

fasse la meme grace; vous vous lasserez de vos 

DucbesseiS. Vous jetterez votre plume politique, 

vous reprendrez celle de la philosophie, et vous vous 

reveillerez comme d'un songe. Bon soir, je vous 

embrasse de tout mon cceur. 

' This would appear to refer to the houses in Edinburgh, but 
£rom the subsequent passages it might appear that he was residing 
in London* 
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3. 

Thaaki for bis epittle — Wiahei he ooald nnderUke the journey to PuriB — 
Would eigoy both the climate mnd eompuiy — Likes the eooiety in Berlin — 
Aneedotes of a eouTert, and her argninente with fafan — Hie own belief — 
Eztiaot of a letter from a friend regarding Hnme — Fears that he may be 
made a petit-mattre. 

4th January^ 1764. 

Sib, — You made me begin happily my new year 
by yours, with the obliging remembrance of M"^* de 
Bonfflers and Mr. d'Alembert, which I received the 
first at my getting ont of bed. I should certainly be 
happy to be able to live in such agreeable society, 
but my finances will not answer. My attachment to 
the Pire Gardien is strong. D'Alembert pressed m j 
stay with him: if he has changed his mind, it is 
obliging to me, if I may flatter myself that it is partly 
from wishing to see me again. Were it worth making 
at my age, a long journey, a warm climate would be 
my choice. La vie animale, n'est pas pen de chose 
dans ce has monde ; of this you cannot judge as I, 
who am old, and who lived long in the sun of Spain. 
There is more company, agreeable, in Berlin than Mr. 
d'Alembert knows; and, as I have lived mostly with 
military men, their drums, battles, &o., are not un- 
pleasant to me. If I go to the convent, I should have 
a house in Berlin for my new Christian, for change, 
and live partly there and partly in the convent. You 
are somewhat in a mistake as to her conversion ; it 
was made by a Swiss minister. I could not even 
adjust the preliminary articles of the treaty. She 
had, in her own head, almost a child, conceived doubt 
of living after she was dead. I was to prove to her 
the immortality of the soul. I did my best, without 
metaphysical reasoning, which I do not understand, — 
which she could not have understood, — and which, I 
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Bospect, the metaphysiciang themaelyes do not under- 
stand. M7 aiguments poshed her somewhat, but 
earned no conviction. She had a great idea of my 
faruth, and had found me more knowing than herself ; 
so she demanded if I was, to my certain knowledge, 
sure that vre were to live after we were dead. I could 
not answer to her demand in so positive a way as I 
wished ; and so came to an end my short mission. 
You, I fear, do me too much honour. I profess to 
maintain the articles of the church jusque au feu exclu- 
ATe, and shall never pretend to the honour of a martyr. 
Here follows an article of a letter from a friend to me 
in Paris. '' Mr. Hume, est accueilli a Paris comme 
M. Hume ; Ton regarde le bonheur de Ty voir comme 
un des plus doux fruits de la paix. Les belles et 
grandes Dames lui font toutes les coquetteries dans 
leaqnelles elles savent si bien exceller. Je ne 
tarirois pas de vous parler de lui." I wish they 
don't seduce and send you back a petit-mattre, et 
tr^ adroit H faire la tapisserie. A coquette taught 
Hercules himself to spin. I wish you many happy 
new years, the same to Madame Geoffirin, M"* Helve- 
tins and D'Alembert. When you see, at court or 
elsewhere, my cousin, Mr. de Melfort, my best com- 
pliments to him. Adieu, I am ever your most obe- 
dient humble servant, M. 



The ImilcUBg of bis lioiue at a stand — Roniaean^fl qnairel with Voltaire — 
Inquiries regarding Lady Stanhope — Insoription sent by D'Alembert for 
his boose — Alteration of it — Notice of some yerses — Madame do Plessis 
ChatiUcm— Dislike to Kanpertnis — Cause of it~M« de Toroy— Helytftias-*- 
Wishes some lettnee seed. 

PoUdam, 20^A Fih., 1765. 

Sib, — Yours came very late for the desire I had, 
and always will have, to hear from you and of you ; 
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but in full time for my house, of which the building 
has been long at a stand from the frost, which still 
continues. I am sorry poor Jean Jacques cannot live 
quiet in his mountain, but is attacked by Voltaire ; 
nothing is more just than your comparison of the two 
combatants. Both will receive wounds and hart 
without victory, which will be ascribed (as usual) to 
eaeh, by their partisans. I have not seen Les Lettres 
de la Campagne. Those de la Montagne are in answer 
to the first ; so J. J. is not the aggressor. 

I wrote, some time since, to my Lady Stanhope. 
As I have no answer, I am in fear for the health of 
her son, or that she is removed from Geneva. Pray 
tell me, and soon, if yon know any thing of her. Tell 
Mr. d'Alembert, that I choose the second inscription; 
for, though I have one cow, and shall soon have two, 
my house is not enough agrestis ; I have no fields. 
He does too much honour to my billet to be so much 
pleased with it. His inscription will be towards the 
garden and towards Sans Souci, towards the court, 
Deus nobis haec otia fecit, which you will approve as 
being more orthodox, for the Dti may appear rather 
somewhat Paganish, which, you know, all good 
Christians avoid ; therefore I place the Deus by way 
of explanation of Dii. I thank you for the verses en- 
closed, and think there is more imagination in the 
Chevalier's than in Voltaire's. In one of mine, the 
other day, to Madame GeofErin, I forgot my respects 
to Madame du Plessis Chatillon, for whom I have a 
very particular respect, as I also had for her sister 
and for her father. I took a most solid and ever- 
lasting dislike to Maupertuis, (but this only to you,) 
for his saying, at the death of Mr. de Torcy, " Voila 
M"^*' D'Aussonne delivree d'un grand fardeau, c'etoit 
bien le plus petit gar9on que j'aie jamais connu. 
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I Mr. de Torcy was a man of sense and virtue, — affa- 
I ble, complaisant, and had great regard and tender- 
I ness for his children, as they had for their father. 
I Such a saying of Maupertuis could only come from an 
I exceeding bad heart. We flatter ourselves to see 
Mr. Helvetius before the middle of April. I shall 
be obliged to you if you will send me, by him, half an 
ounce of seed of laittuce Batavia^ and as much oiscarole. 
There lives a gardener, Julien, who served me, in one 
Faubourg, going by la Porte aux choux. When you 
walk on the rampart you may take a turn towards 
bis garden, and get the seeds. Adieu. I am ever 
yours. 



XieaTes * sealed packet for Hume with Profeosor Fergason — Requests Hame 
to forward his BAton to the Mariachal College, Aberdeen. 

Lord M ^ll's compliments to Mr. Hume: he 

left for him, and for him only, a paper sealed, in the 
hands of Professor Adam Ferguson. Tell him the 

embassade to P r J n to marry the heiress, 

which cost M. Buret 50,000 ecus. 

I told yon that of Peru. I think this may be 
added, by way of supplement, to a certain history. 

As we have from hence seldom occasion of gentle- 
nien going to Scotland, and that you have often from 
Paris, I desire you will do me the favour to forward 
iny old baton of Marischal to the Marischal College 
of Aberdeen, and at same time make them my com- 
pliments ; hoping they will receive the useless present 
as still a mark of regard and affection. 
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6. 

Beg! bim to eonsalt with Madame de Boafflen about Roiuieaa, who £■ in 
danger from the hatred of the prioBta — Thinks England wonld be the best 
refhge for him, and extols the climate of Cornwall — The priesto »ii<i 
orthodoxy. 

Sans SouH, ce 22 Mart, 1765. ' 

Vous Yojez Baas doute Bouvent Madame de Boiif- 
flers. Offrez-lui mes respects, et consultez avec elle 
fiur le parti qui paroitra le plus conyenable a notre 
ami Monsieur Rousseau, attaque avec une haine tbeo- 
logale par les ministres soi-disants de la parole de 
Dieu. On parle de faire un auto-da-fe, non seulement 
de ses ouvrages, mais aussi de sa personne. II y a 
un tr^s digne Sacra Gordon qui a jure, Mort Dieu ! 
Je renonce au paradis si je ne mets le feu au bucher 
de cet impie. Les ministres applaudissent a ce saint 
zele, et sans la protection du Roi il court risque d'etre 
br&le ad majorem Dei gloriam, et pour rejouir, et con- 
soler les bonnes ames cbretiennes. La protection meme 
du Roi irritera de plus en plus ses ennemis, et pourroit 
detacher plusieurs de ses amis. On leur fera envisa- 
ger Taffaire comme un attentat a leurs privileges. 
Les ministres selon les pacta conventa doivent etre les 
seuls juges en matieres de discipline de I'Eglise, ceci 
est un cas pareil a ce qui arrira a I'egard du nomme 
Petit Pierre, qui fut chasse nonobstant la protection 
de la Cour, et cela par Tidee de privileges. Je vols 
deja deux personnes sur qui Mr. Rousseau comptoit 
avoir toume casaque et d'amis devenir ennemis, si on 
donne la toumure de liberte et privileges a soutenir les 
ministres, il ne restera guerres d'amis au notre. II ne 
sera jamais plus en repos parmi ces enrages. Je lui 
ai conseille d'aller a Venise ou en Angleterre. J'ai 
m^me fait ecrire a Venise pour savoir s'il seroit en 
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snrete de riDqaisition d'Etat, s'il y peut aller, c'est le 
meilleur pays pour lui : si ce chemin lui est ferme, 
i'ADgleterre lui reste. En Cornwall et vers Plymouth 
le climat est tres donx. Les myites viennent en plain 
ebamp, et on y vit a bon marcbe. Je tous prie de 
raisonner but tout ceci avec Madame de BoufSiers, et 
de lui ecrire Tun et I'autre. Adieu. Je vous embrasse 
de teat men coeur. 

Outre que je serois fort fache qu'on bHilat mon ami 
J- J. I'exemple ne me plait pas, si on vent faire le 
m^e a tous ceux qui ne sont pas orthodoxes, selon les 
pretres, je courrerai risque de perdre encore d'autres. 
Bon soir, 

7. 

Congratalates Hnme on being at liberty to pnxsne his philosophic pnrsiiits — 
AUndes to his baTing' sared a man from execution — Similar instance on 
his own part ~ King of Sardinia —D^Alembert*s health— Pictures and 
prints — Mentions some he wishes to procure — Description of a portrait of 
Tolt&ire — Mrs. Hamilton — Donglas' cause — Mr. Wortley Montague — 
Beeision of the Bishop of Magdeburg — Duchess de Gadagne. 

Pdsdam, lOth September^ 1765. 

Alabado sea Dios y la Virgen Santissima^ who have 

set again at philosophic liberty the D ^r of the 

f ^h. I rejoice with you on this event, which 

makes you not only at liberty and ease, but leaves 
you master of your time to employ it better than in 
ciphering and deciphering, though I don't doubt you 
have done many good works in your ministerial func- 
tions. I am sure it was one to save a poor fellow 
from the gallows, who chose rather to drown than 
starve. I, when in my government, had such another 
affair, in which the court of Turin acted with cle- 
mency and goodness. A banker, native of Neufchatel^ 
cut bis throat ; but not enough to die. He was by 
the law to be hanged, and all ^e had forfeited to thd 
crown. The King of Sardinia, on my appIicatidH, 
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made stop all procedure; and the man soon re- 
covered, and lives, carrying on bia business as if 
nothing bad happened. I am very sorry at what you 
tell me of D'Alembert's health. He has not your 
philosophical temper, nor any you name, except him 
of this place, who has as much of it as is possible for 
a man of his trade, who is vexed by continual tricks 
and roguery of most folks about him. No patience 
can bear, not even that of an ass could bear, to see 
his best intentions frustrated by the roguery of others. 
I have got some favourite pictures or prints. I want 
two or three more : that of D' Alembert, of Helvetius. 
I suppose Debora has them ; and hope she will let 
me have copies, and hers also: then my collection 
will be complete. Among others, I have one of Vol- 
taire in his dishabille : his shoes unbuckled, sitting at 
his table with paper, pen, and ink ; his countenance 
shows he has given a good kick to tinfdme^ or to 
some wa^^ for it expresses great satisfaction. I have 
a letter from Mrs. Hamilton our friend. She says 
the Duchess has seduced you, by a dish of beef and 
cabbage, to turn to her side. If this were true, I 
should hope to see you here, where, in my garden, I 
have cabbage the eighth wonder of the world. Let 
me know at your leisure how that ugly law-suit is 
like to go. I have just the same relation to both 
sides : some warmth to Lady Jean's memory, and a 
great deal to the name of Douglas besides. As none 
can prove their father, the precedent is dangerous. 
Supposing Mr. Wortley Montague should bring wit- 
nesses from the Levant to prove the illegitimacy of 
Lady Bute, might he not prove it, at least as well as 
that of young Douglas ? This makes me remember a 
judgment of the Bishop of Magdeburg — the present 
philosopher bishop. A man and his daughter were 
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I eondemned to be burnt alive, for incest. The sen- 

■ teDce was presented to him to be ratified. He who 
I seldom puts any one to death he can well save, de- 

■ clared that the judges had done their duty according 

■ to law, but that he could not confirm the sentence 
I QDtil he had proofs that the girl was daughter to the 

' inan supposed to be her father. In the meantime, I 
think they -were set at liberty. If he had not been 
more than a bishop I doubt he would have been so 
little severe- My waistcoat is a lady's gown. I told 
already to whom it was to be given at Paris ; for the 
Duchess of Gadagne at Avignon. Have you sent a 
note to Madame de Fremont at Neufchatel, to let her 
know how to address it to you ? Adieu. I am ever 
faithfully yours. 

a 

Praise of George III. for his kindness to Ronsseaa — Baron Wolf. 

(k 4 MaT$y 1766. 

J'admire le bon coeur du Roi d'Angleterre, il faut 
qu'il soit veritablement bon pour n'etre pas endurci 
par la devotion envers notre ami. Je lui ai ecrit, 
qu*il n'y a pas a balancer. Ainsi, je le compte a Taise 
pour le reste de ses jours. 

Je lui propose d'aller s'etablir chez le Baron Wolf, 
tout a fait bon enfant et doux. II sera le matt re de 
vivre a sa fa^on et dans un grand bois; mais je compte 
qu'il vous montrera ma lettre. 

Je suis bien aise que vous trouverez que je n'ai 
rien dit que de vrai de J. J., et qu'il trouve de meme 
a regard de ce que j'ai avance sur le bon David, a qui 
le Baron Wolf porte un livre nouveau, Extrait de 
I'Histoire Ecclesiastique, auquel vous repondrez si 
vous voulez, comme F i D r on que vous 
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laisserez sans reponse comme veritable descendant 
des Comtes de Hume. Bon soir. Je vous embraase 
de tout mon ccaur. 

9. 

Receipt of a letter from Hame by Franklin — The quarrel with Roneseaa — 
Palliations of hie oondaot — Hame'i forbearance — Speaks of Hame's inten- 
tion to Tiait him at Potsdam — The progress of old age — A sketch of hi* 
mode of life— Indacements for Home's Tisit — Dr. Jaan and Mr. Gillespie. 

PcUdam, 16tk Avffust, 1766. 

I have three of yours ; the last by Mr. Franklin 
only yesterday, sent me from Utrecht by Mr. Brown. 
I am ibuch grieved by what happens between you and 
J. J. ; for still I cannot suspect him of black ingrati- 
tude in his heart, which many now accuse him of; 
but I belieye his warm imagination has realized to 
him suspicions that hare not the least foundation, as 
I know, being well informed of your warm and hearty 
friendship to him, and having seen with what tender- 
ness and regard you did all in your power to serve 
him. His ecart afflicts me, on his account more than 
yours, who have, I am sure, nothing to reproach your- 
self. It will be good and humane in you, and like le 
ban David, not to answer; which you say is your own 
opinion. J. J. is already attacked, and will be more 
so on all hands ; his enemies pursued him with invete- 
rate malice, when they had nothing in truth to say. 
Now he has given them hold, they are all upon him. 
If somebody should accuse me of having murdered 
Henry IV. o{ France, I should not justify myself, 
because the accusation would not gain the least 
credit. 

I shall be happy to see you here ; but I must in 
conscience tell you. What went you out to see f A 
reed shaken with the wind! My memory &ils me 



EARL MARISCHAL OF SCOTLAND. ^1 

modb. You most expect from me oo more, if so much, 
as from an old monkish chronicle of a thousand years ; 
where, perhaps, you might here and there pick out 
some notes to clear dates : and every six months makes 
me considerably less of any use to your intention. All 
jon can count on is truth, as far as ray memory serres. 
If, after this fair warning, you shall resolve to come, 
yon shall be most welcome. I have a room for you, a 
Spanish olla, Spanish wine, pen, ink, and paper. I 
dine every day with the king. You will be invited to 
dine every day and sup every night with the Prince of 
Prussia. We shall lodge in the same house like a 
&shionable French husband and lady, without seeing 
other ; vous serez connu des beatuc esprits et des dames. 
I am good for nothing for either ; so that I run risk to 
8^ you not often, and we shall want some time in 
quietness. If you do come, let your journey be either 
in May, when the king goes to Berlin, or about this 
time, when he goes to Silesift. Then I am quiet 
in my hermitage, for in Carnival time it*s too 
cold. I am then also in retreat, when others are 
rioting ; for I shall remain in my hermitage, and not 
go to Berlin this year. My compliments to Dr. 
Juan : I shall write to him in a post or two. I think 
Gillespie has done wisely to give Dr. Juan the house, 
and enjoy quietly the rest of his days. I am to both 
a humble servant, and to you ever faithfully. 
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XIV. 

From Lord Holdernesse. 



Regrets not hftying seen Home before he left Puis — Resting after the Ikiigae 
of trayel — Looks back with gratitude on happy days in France — The 
diftrence between society in France and England — In England, his 
pleasure is retreat and contemplation ; in France, company and conTersation 
— Begs to be kept alire in the memory of his French fHends. 

Sum Hill, July 26M, 1764. 
Dear Sir, — I regret having missed the pleasure of 
seeing you the day before I left Paris. You know my 
motions depended upon ladies, and upon ladies I was 
not desirous of quitting ; so that I believe I stood 
excused with you for breaking my appointment. I 
won't give you an account of my lonely journey to 
Holland, nor of my return here ; nothing worth your 
notice having occurred. I have lived in a perpetual 
hurry since we parted^ and am only resting myself for 
a moment in this philosophic retreat, and shall soon 
set out for a new scene in the north. Here I recall 
the memory of past pleasures. I shall ever retain the 
most grateful remembrance of the hospitable reception 
I met with in France, and tenderly regret those per- 
sons with whom I had the honour, perhaps the mis- 
fortune, to be more intimately acquainted. One of 
them, in particular, is not to be replaced here or else- 
where. But, independently of my connexion, there is 
something in the plan of society in France so entirely 
adapted to my taste, that I must feel the want of it. 
Here, my pleasure is retreat and contemplation ; there, 
'twas company and conversation. I suppose there is 
something in our natural as well as political constitu- 
tion, that renders the ease of life, which is so universal 
in France, difficult, if not impossible here. In most 
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respects the English seem fit for society. They are 
naturally good-natured, and commonly not ignorant ; 
and the many easy fortunes amongst us» ought to 
facilitate our communication with each other ; instead 
of which chacun boude chez sot. This I lament, but 
cannot correct. Continue, therefore, to enjoy the cheer- 
ful scene you are now in. You will have time enough 
to return to your philosophy, when you return here. 
Don't let me be forgot by those I love and honour ; 
talk of me sometimes, and represent the sense I haye 
of the amenite and politesse with which they re- 
ceived me. I ever am, with great truth and esteem, 
dear sir, your most faithful humble servant, 

HOLDERNESSE. 

Lady Holdemesse desires me to make you her 
compliments ; and we both join in baise-mains to my 
Lord and Lady Hertford, and Lord Beauchamp. 
They have seized all our clothes at the custom-house. 



Answer to a letter of Home's, written with the knowledge of ft prince, for 
whom his lordship has a high veneration, &c. — Object of the letter — The 
Prinee of Conti, and his position with Iladame de Bonfflers. 

London^ July 2J, 1765. 

Dear Sib, — I received on Saturday last the letter 
you have favoured me with of the 24th past, which 
I observe to have been wrote with the knowledge of 
a prince, for whom I have the utmost respect and 
veneration, and upon a subject of the utmost delicacy 
and consequence to the future ease of that great per- 
sonage ; and of another, for whom you know I have 
the most devoted attachment. I must premise, in the 
first place, that I shall observe the most inviolable 
secrecy, even to the person concerned, unless she 
brings with her a suspicion of my having been wrote 



74 LETTERS OF EmNENT PERSONS. 

to, and should tax me with it : in which case I can- 
not deceiye her. I confess I think it unlikely that 
she will open herself at all to me upon so nice a point. 
I have no right to expect such unbounded confidence 
from her ; and I am sure you will agree with me, that 
it would be highly improper for me to touch upon so 
tender a subject, unless she herself begins it. ' Such a 
step could only create the suspicion you and the 
prince wish to avoid, render all I could say of no 
effect, diminish her good opinion of me, without for- 
warding what you both wish. But if she should deign 
to consult me, the use I could be of to her would be 
to help her to think aloud, to arrange those thoughts 
with coolness and method, and to draw the true 
conclusions, after a candid examination of the different 
situations that occur for consideration — namely, 

1st. Contiuuing, when a widow, her former con- 
nexions. 

2dly. Breaking those connexions, and continue a 
widow. 

3dly. To marry the person with whom she has 
been connected. 

The two first points, depending upon herself, must 
first be scrutinized, and the examination of them will 
lead to consider how far it may be advisable for her 
to push the last, and to fix her resolution in case she 
fails in the attempt. 

It is impossible for me to determine my own 
opinion till I hear her reasons. My wish leads me 
to facilitate what the Prince desires, as far as may be 
consistent with the duty of a friend, consulted upon a 
most nice and difficult conjuncture. All I can now 
promise is, that if she does speak to me upon the 
affair, you shall soon hear from me again upon the 
subject. 



WILLIAM STRAHAN. 75 

XV. 
From William Strahan/ 



UaduM IUoeoboiu'0 book — Idea of ^he namber of printing proMoa in Lon- 
4km — Politics — General Conway's dismiasal — Lord Bute's inilaence — 
A duuracter of Lord Bate — Mr. Pitt at court — The Spaniards and oar 
Logwood oatters — Increase of the national debt — Prospects of the 
eoontry — Lord Clive and the East Indies — SolliTan's opposition to him. 

London y July 10, 1764. 

Dear Sib, — I received yours of April 18th, and» 
since that, all Madame Riccoboni's book, which is now 
ahnost translated and printed.' It is not easy to say 

' It is unnecessarj to give any account of this eminent printer 
and politician ; his name is in all the Biographical Dictionaries ; 
tnd those who are versed in BosweU's Johnson, and the other me- 
moirs of the politics and literature of the last century, will know 
more of the man himself than the Biographical Dictionaries can 
teach them. . The most valuable part of these letters is that which 
forms a sort of occasional political journal. To the historical critio 
it will be useful, as confirming or contradicting the previous 
authorities on the subject. Most ordinary readers are acquainted 
with the common sources of information on the proceedings of 
Parliament during the period embraced bj Straban s letters ; 
and these materials, to which, however, the late publication 
of " Walpole's Memoirs of George III." has made a consider- 
able addition, will be found very fully embodied in the sixteenth 
and seventeenth volumes of the *' Parliamentary History." It has 
not been thought necessary to collate Strahan's accounts with these 
other authorities, and particularly to note divergencies or confir- 
mations. It may be remarked, however, that there are some de- 
hates, noted by Strahan, which are not to be found in any other 
authority with which the editor is acquainted, $. ^., the miscella- 
neous debate on the opening of the session on 10th January, 1765, 
which is not alluded to in the ^' Parliamentary History," and is 
only mentioned by Walpole, in as far as Conway was concerned in 
it. On the whole, it is believed that the historical critic will 
derive curious and novel information from these letters. 

' Marie-Jeanne Laboras Riocoboni de M^zi^res, was a celebrated 
aetresB and novelist, who imitated the English school of novel 
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how many presses there are in London; but, as near 
as I can guess, thej are from one hundred and fifty 
to two hundred. One hundred and fifty is pretty 
near the truth : I mean such as are constantly em- 
ployed. The medicines for the Dutch ambassador, I 
hope, came safe to hand. Any other commands yon 
may have in this place shall be punctually executed. 

I am yery glad the accounts I sent you were so 
agreeable to you. You may depend upon their accu- 
racy, as far as they went ; for I was, myself, an ear- 
witness of what I relate ; and you may rely on hear- 
ing from me again wheneyer any thing material occurs. 
At present, and, indeed, eyer since Wilkes* affair was 
finished, we haye been in a state of profound tranquil- 
lity. The names of Pitt and Wilkes^ and liberty and 
privilegey we hear no more. During the recess of Parlia- 
ment, you know, no business of consequence is agitated. 
The dismission of General Conway made a little noise 
some time ago ; but, as he acted the part of a leader 
in the opposition, (I write with the utmost freedom 
to you of eyery thing, as I suppose you would choose 
I should,) it was equally thought the king could not 
ayoid discharging him from his seryice. He had a 
hint, I am credibly informed, to quit his place at court; 
and, in that case, might haye held his regiment. But, 
as he did not choose to take it, he was depriyed of 
both. Lord Bute still holds his usual influence at 
court, and is yery likely to do so long ; for the king 
(if I may use the expression) doats upon him. Certain 
it is, he does nothing without his adyice and appro- 
writing. Among other productions, she wrote ^* Histoire de Miss 
Jenny Bevel, 6crite et envoy6e par elle k Miladj Conitesse de 
Roscommon," &c. A translation of it was published in 1764, 
which is, probably, the work referred to. The name Revel was 
discarded for one of a more English character ; and the translation 
was called, ^^ The History of Miss Jenny Salisbury, addressed to 
the Countess of Roscommon, translated from the French." 
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hation. It waa said, a while ago, that he was to 
take the place of Lord-chamberlain, which is the 
lowest office he can hold to he a cabinet councillor ; 
and it was said, by his friends, that he was desirous 
of filling this place, that he might have an opportu- 
nity, upon every proper occasioD, to avow, publicly, 
any counsel he might give the king. But there is 
now no more talk of this. Meanwhile, the Oppo- 
fiitioD is apparently upon the decline; nor is there 
the least likelihood of their making any figure next 
winter, unless, perhaps, Lord Bute should openly 
take the lead in the administration. In that case it 
is hard to say what national prejudice, fomented by 
a disappointed faction, may effectuate. My opinion 
of that nobleman is the same it ever was. I believe 
him sincere and honest, and that his views regarding 
this country are altogether honourable ; but then he 
is too timid and irresolute, and knows little or no- 
thing of men. Had he kept the high station in 
the state he once assumed, nothing could have hurt 
him; but his resignation indicated a deficiency in 
point of courage, of which his enemies, (that is, the 
Opposition for the time being,) will never fail to avail 
themselves, and will for ever prevent him from ren- 
dering that service to his country, which, I am firmly 
persuaded, his honest and generous heart inclines to 
perform. 

You would see in the papers, lately, that Mr. Pitt 
was at court. This was no other than a visit of form, 
having been prevented, by the gout, from paying his 
court on the birth*day. The king spoke a little to 
him; but he had no conference with him, or with 
Lord Bute, as was reported. I was told, indeed, by 
a person of some consequence, on whose information 
I have some dependence, that he then advised falling 
npon the Spaniards without loss of time, on account 
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of their late behayioor to oar logwood cutters in tbe 
Bay of Campeacby ; bnt I can hardly believe it. Tlie 
truth iBf these logwood cutters are a set of sad rascalB» 
upon whose information alone it would be absurd to 
conclude any thing. There is certainly some mistake 
in the matter, for the Spaniards cannot possibly mean 
to break with us yet. They are no way prepared for 
it. Besides, what is very remarkable, and what I 
belieye has not hitherto been much attended to, the 
possession of Florida gives us the absolate command 
of that very passage which formerly rendered the 
Havannah of so much importance to them ; so that 
whenever they are at war with us they lie at onr 
mercy, and can get no treasure home without our per- 
mission. This is one of the many advantages the late 
peace has procured us, which I am humbly of opinion 
will appear every day more and more a very season- 
able and great blessing to this nation. 

Our national debt is, indeed, become a very serious 
matter, and must become much more so in the event 
of another war. This I look upon as the great mill- 
stone which hangs about the neck of this country, 
and is likely to sink it at last. But even in this we 
are on a par with our neighbours. In all other re- 
spects we are in a most respectable situation. 'Tis 
time. The state of our domestic politics, from the 
nature of our constitution, can never be very perma- 
nent ; but, as the one-half of our great men are hap- 
pily a check to the ambition and sinister views of the 
other half, it necessarily follows that, as we are not 
likely to continue in the right way for any length of 
time, so neither can we persist long in a wrong direc- 
tion. Upon the whole, therefore, I am inclined to 
think we have little to fear at present. We have a 
good and virtuous prince upon the throne; the 
nature of our government leaves every individual as 
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free aa his own happiness and security will admit of; 
our dominions are rich and extensive; oar com- 
merce great and increasing; and we want nothing 
but a little strong and active virtne in those at the 
helm, to render all those blessings as permanent as 
the nature of human affairs will admit of. 

Lord Clive is lately embarked for the East Indies, 
invested with fall and ample (I wish they may not 
prove dangerous) powers to settle all our important 
concerns in that quarter of the world. He carries 
with him a greater force of Europeans than that 
eonntry ever saw before : enough, indeed, (but that 
we have taught the natives the art of war,) to make 
an entire conquest of the Mogul's empire. There 
were great divisions, you might perceive, among the 
East India proprietors, upon this occasion; but I 
could not find that any thing but power was aimed at 
by either side. Sullivan had long taken the lead in 
that company ; Sullivan was in an opposite interest 
to Clive; the struggle was hard; but Clive at length 
prevailed, and goes out on his own terms. 

Dr. Robertson brings up his pupil, Lord Grenville, 
in August or September ; and I hear his '' History of 
Charles V." is finished; but this I have not from 
himself. What pity it is that you will not think of 
continuing your History. I do not pretend to have 
any influence with you in the matter, otherwise I 
would most certainly exert it all. And yet I some- 
times imagine, if you knew how universally esteemed 
it is by the very best judges, and, indeed, by all those 
whose approbation is real fame ; and were you wit- 
ness to the just praises I often hear bestowed upon 
it, you would be strongly excited to finish that noble 
work which, I will venture to say, will remain a mo- 
nument of the author's candour and ability to the 
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latest posterity. I am, dear sir, yonr most obedient 
humble servant, William Strahan. 

2. 

Aeconnt of » debate in the HooBe of CommoiiB — Speeches of Lord Wuk- 
worth, Thomas Pitt, Alderman Beckford, and GrenTiUe — General Conway, 
on his dismissal and its caose — GrenTille's reply — Condnct of Sir William 
Draper, Captain Harrey, and Lord Granby — Mr. Nngeni moTOs for leare 
to bring in a bill for the importation of Irish proTisions — The'address is 
the Lords — ^Strahan hopes Hnme is continuing his History. 

London^ January 11, 1765. 

Dear Sir, — I attended the House of Commons 
yesterday, and will give yon the best account of the 
debate I am able. This will be real news to yoQ» 
and will show you, perhaps, better than any other 
information you will receive so early, how matters 
are likely to go. 

After the speech was read, Lord Warkworth mov- 
ed for an address of thanks, in a pretty correct 
and elegant speech, which, I suppose, he had 
studied and got by heart. He was seconded by Mr. 
Thomas Pitt, who expatiated much on his majesty's 
wisdom and moderation. He observed, that on his 
accession to the throne, victory and conquest seemed 
to have devolved to him with the crown, and that the 
laurels had not faded on his brow; but that the 
splendour of these illustrious events did not so far 
dazzle him as to prevent him from considering the 
war, however successful, only as the means of procur- 
ing safety and prosperity to his people, by an honour- 
able peace; a peace which, however it might be 
thought of by some, would remain in the annals of 
history a lasting monument of its being the best, both 
in point of advantage and conquest, that had been 
made by Great Britain. 

Alderman Beckford next stood up, and said he had 
no objection whatever to the address proposed ; only 
he begged leave to observe, in opposition to what 
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was said in the speech of the good disposition of the 
French and Spaniards to preserve and fulfil the 
articles of pacification, that he had seen an address to 
the public signed bj an officer of reputation, and 
which he therefore supposed contained nothing but 
truth : that this regarded the ransom of the Manillas, 
which the Spaniards now refused to pay, and assigned 
this most absurd reason for it, that the capitulation 
was extorted by force ; an objection that, upon the 
&ee of it, was an insult to common sense : that the 
honour and dignity of the nation were deeply con- 
cerned that ample satisfaction should be obtained 
upon this head ; and that he mentioned this matter 
thus early, in order that those who know how it 
stood might give the house the necessary information. 
He added, that he had been in the country ; that he 
was Isole, and that he owned it gave him the greatest 
concern : that, as to what the honourable gentleman 
who spoke last, said of the weakness of this nation as 
a motiye for making peace, he could not help being of 
opinion, that Great Britain was more than a match 
for the united houses of Bourbon and Austria, or even 
all Europe put together, for that her resources were 
infinite. He also mentioned the Canada bills, and 
the payment due for the French prisoners. 

Mr. Grenville replied. That he would not dispute 
the truth of Mr. Draper's relation ; but that at any 
rate the behaviour of the Spaniards in this matter 
could not be reckoned an infringement of the articles 
of peace, as the knowledge of the affair of the Manillas 
did not reach us till they were finally settled : that 
he had no doubt but the first objection of the Spaniards, 
that the articles of capitulation had been broke on 
our part, was false; but much questioned whether 
the other objection, that the governor had no power 
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to draw upon Old Spain for the ransom, had not some 
weighty and might not be considered as irregular and 
unprecedented ; and put the case of the governor of 
one of our islands drawing upon the treasury here for 
the ransom of a town under his goyemment, which 
most certainly he had no right to do. As to the 
Canada bills, that was a matter the discussion of 
which would take up a great deal of their time, and 
begged it might not be entered upon to-day ; and as 
to the payment of the French prisoners, he would lay 
that matter before them in a very few days. 

Mr. Beckford replied. That if he was not mistaken, 
such a ransom had been paid by us, in a former war, 
to the French, for the idand of Netis ; and that he 
thought the &ith of government was engaged to fulfil 
such a capitulation, and that it would be dishonest in 
them to break it. 

Mr. Grenville answered to several particulars too 
tedious for me to mention; and added, He hoped 
the House would proceed with moderation and 
unanimity in support of government, by which he did 
not mean any minister or set of ministers, but the 
king, lords, and commons, the natural and proper 
government of this country. That for his part he 
should be ready to give the House all the satisfaction 
in regard to every particular that was in his power, 
and hoped for the support of the House in case he 
should be found to have done his duty. 

General Conway next stood up. He observed. 
That the Spaniards were the more inexcusable in 
refusing to pay the ransom of the Manillas, in regard 
the General had, independent of the lives and private 
property of the inhabitants, preserved the cannon and 
other military stores belonging to the King of Spaio, 
which he supposed might be fully worth the money 
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demanded. He then inyeighed with great warmth 
againdt the minifitry, for the violation of the indep^n- 
denej of Parliament in his own person, and for the 
profligacy mdth which they behaved. That having 
qH>ke his mind freely in regard to general warrants 
last session, he had for that reascm (for they had 
assigned no other) lost his regiment ; that by this he 
was deprived of £1600 a-year, which he did not 
value ; bnt that he should, oppressed and ill used as 
he vras» still cc»itinue to support to the utmost of his 
power the king's government, not that of his mini- 
ters ; and, now he could fall no lower, he should over 
oontinae to speak as his honour and conscience should 
dietate. 

Mr. Qrenville replied to this. That as to the King 
of Spain's stores, he wished they had been destroyed, 
for that the preservation of them might have enabled 
that cro¥m to have better carried on the war in that 
part of the world, in case peace had not been con- 
cluded ; not that he meant by that to impeach the 
conduct of General Draper, who he supposed had 
acted to the best of his judgment. He appealed to 
the House whether any expression had dropt from 
him, or any other members^ that deserved the appella- 
tion of frofiigacy ; that the king had an undoubted 
right to dismiss military officers at his pleasure, by 
his prerogative, and the constitution of this country ; 
that he himself was ready to vindicate his conduct 
whenever he was called upon ; and that he had the 
same liberty with any other member to censure an- 
other's conduct, which he should not fail to exercise 
when occasion offered. 

Mr. Conway stood up again, and said. He did not 
charge Mr. Grenville with his dismission, for that he 
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did not consider him as the minister ; nay, that he 
had reason to think he had not the least hand in it ; 
that he himself was an open, plain, and avowed enemy 
to those whom he thought had injured him, and that 
he would be a fair enemy ; but that he hated the 
man who could smile in his face, and do him diskind- 
ness behind his back ; that he could not tell to whom 
he owed his dismission, for all the ministers had dis- 
avowed it one after another. 

Mr. Grenville said, He should not take upon him to 
say he was the minister ; but that he had the honour 
of filling a very high post under his majesty nobody 
could deny ; that as one of the king's servants he 
could assure the House he had never owned or dis- 
owned to any person whether or not he had had any 
hand in that gentleman's dismission ; and that he did 
not conceive any person had a right to ask him the 
question ; that he had himself been more than once 
dismissed from his employment during the late reign, 
(once for entering so deeply into the German vrar,) 
which, though a civil one, he considered as of equal 
importance with a military one ; that he remembered 
an attempt had been made, before he had the honour 
of sitting in that House, of making military employ- 
ments for life, and of course independent of the crown, 
which he then disapproved of, and ever should. 

Captain Hervey next stood up, and moved for the 
question, and said. That the debate was now become 
irregular. 

Thomas Townsend replied. That he thought the 
debate noway irregular, and expressed his apprehen- 
sions at our having nothing to depend on but the 
empty assurances of France and Spain for the conser- 
vation of the public tranquillity. 
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Mr. Grenville told the House, upon this. That the 
asBurances both from France and Spain had been 
strong^ repealed^ and recent 

Thomas Pitt next stood up to explain what he had 
said in regard to our weakness^ as a motive for our 
concluding the peace; by which, he said, he only 
meant that weakness which was consequent upon the 
great exertion of our strength during the war ; such 
as the increase of our debt, which must certainly be 
considered as an anticipation of the public revenue ; 
but that in every other sense he looked upon this 
nation as in a veiy respectable situation. 

Lord Granby spoke next. He expressed his con- 
cern for the loss of so able an officer as General 
Conway; said, he did not mean to dispute his 
majesty's prerogative to dismiss officers from his 
service at pleasure, but yet hoped it would be very 
seldom exerted ; that he owned he thought it hard, 
that when an officer had, by his long and faithful 
service, attained a certain rank, he should be dis- 
missed for giving his own opinion in that House as 
his conscience and judgment directed him ; that for 
his own part, whatever was the consequence, he should 
always give his opinion without reserve whilst he had 
the honour to sit among them. 

Mr. Mawbey next stood up, and, in his tedious 
manner, objected to a particular expression in the 
address ; in which he was mistaken, for Lord North 
acquainted him, that the expression objected to was 
not in the address but in the speech. 

Then the question for the address was put, and 
voted nem. con. 

Mr. Nugent then moved for leave to bring in a bill 
for the importation of Irish provisions, which was 
agreed to. 
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Then Sir William Meredith moyed, That the ques- 
tion concerning the legality of general warrants might 
be taken into consideration on Monday serennight, 
which was likewise agreed to. 

The Attoniey-general only sud. He should atterui 
the stake, allnding to the name of bear which the 
minority had giyen him. 

This is as perfect an acconnt of the debate as I am 
able to give yon ; and I hope it will afford yon some 
satisfaction. 

In the Honse of Lords the address was moved for 
by Lord Townsend, seconded by Lord Bottitonr, and 
carried nem. con. 

I shall be glad to hear from yon that yon receive 
this ; and when yon write yon may as well send it by 
the mail, for the porters at Lord Sandwich's office 
reqnire as mnch for bringing a letter to me from 
thence as the postage comes to. I hope you are in 
perfect health, and think of continuing your History in 
good earnest. Your reputation, I do assure you, rises 
every day. For my own part, I cannot express how 
highly I love and esteem you in all respects, and how 
glad I am of every occasion of showing you how very 
sincerely I am, dear Sir, your most obedient and 
faithful servant. 

3. 

Wilkes, and his piooeedingB alter hit MUUNmeement of his iatentiQu of snr- 
renderingto the King's Benoh — Aoooant of his oontest for the oity of 
London^ His eleetion fbr Hiddlesez — The mob eompel an illnminatioa — 
The riots described— Cendnei of those in authority— -Rsmissness in qveU- 
ing the tumult — Supposition of the course which will be pursued with 
regard to Wilkes --Lord Bute's position and influence — The retired lift 
of Lord Chatham— Lord Townsend's proceedings in Ireland. 

Londcn, Ist April, 1768. 

Mr. Wilkes (the hero of our tale) made his ap- 
pearance here some weeks ago, gave notice of his 
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iDtention to surrender himself at the bar of the King's 
Bench next terra, and walked the streets as publicly 
as he could well do to evade the attempts of his 
prirate creditors to secure him. 

When the election for the city drew near, he, an 
outlaw and a beggar, without a shilling in his pocket, 
offered himself as a candidate ; and, contrary to all 
expectation, a spirit was quickly infused into the 
lowest class of people, which must have ensured him 
snccess, had the livery of London been composed, in 
any great measure, of such. The appearance for him 
at Guildhall, on the day of election, was considerable, 
not of livery-men, however, but of real mob. I was 
there, upon the hustings, and very near the candi- 
dates, so that I distinctly heard every word that was 
spoken. 

Wilkes' address, (which you must have read in the 
papers,) was delivered with more coolness and pre- 
sence of mind than could have been expected from 
one who was acting so bold a part. Harley, the 
lord mayor, spoke last and best. He said he did 
not stand up to make apologies for his conduct in 
Parliament, because he was not conscious it needed 
any ; that no man was a firmer friend to liberty, or 
would go farther in its defence, than himself, but he 
was for liberty bounded by law, the only basis of 
true liberty ; that in the high office he had now the 
honour to hold, it behoved him, above all things, to 
attend to the preservation of the public peace of the 
city; he therefore begged that, in their choice of 
representatives, they would put him entirely out of 
the question, and fix upon those whom they thought 
best able to discharge so important a trust. Upon 
holding up of hands the choice fell upon Mr. Wilkes 
to be one ; but one-fourth of those in the hall were 
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not of the livery. From that moment his conaeqnence 
began, thoagh the poll ended against him ; and yet 
greatly beyond what was expected. Daring its con- 
tinuance he appeared eyery day on the hustings; 
though he was more than once arrested there, at the 
instance of his priyate creditors. But he found bail 
for his appearance, braved it out to the last, and was 
attended by a considerable mob every day. 

When he found the poll going against him, he 
publicly gave out he would stand for Middlesex. 
There he was likely to stand a better chance. An 
incredible number of petty freeholders of that countj, 
from Wapping, and its environs, immediately declared 
for him ; and, on the day of election, he carried it 
with ease, and with very little disturbance at Brent- 
ford, though the whole road thither was lined with 
mob, who insulted every one who would not join in 
the cry of Wilkes and liberty. This success imme- 
diately reached London, and occasioned such an 
intoxication in the mob, — men, women, and children, 
— that they spread themselves from Hyde Park Cor- 
ner to Wapping, aud broke every body's windows 
who refused to illuminate their houses ; among the 
rest, those of the mansion-house of the lord mayor, 
who happened that night to sleep in the country, 
were quite demolished; and though a party of 
soldiers were at length sent for, by the mayoress, 
from the Tower, they, when they came, (so general 
was the infatuation,) seemed more disposed to assist 
the mob than to disperse them. 

You will not easily believe it, but it is true, that 
the Dukes of Grafton and Northumberland, and many 
others of the first nobility, nay, some of the roysd 
family itself, {viz. the Princess Amelia, and the Dukes 
of Gloucester and Cumberland,) were mean enough to 
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Bobmit to iUnmmate their windows upon this infa- 
mous occasion, in obedience to the orders of a paltry 
mob, which a dozen of their footmen might easily 
have dispersed. If yon ask me, why was not Wilkes 
secured on his arrival, and before he had acquired his 
present consequence ? the answer is plain ; the minis- 
try were part of them timid, and part of them secretly 
his friends. The outlawry, says the present Attorney- 
general, cannot be defended, because of some infor- 
malities in the passing of it, and his predecessor who 
did pass it is in opposition. The Duke of Grafton, 
though then in town, is now at Newmarket; the 
Chancellor at Bath; the rest electioneering in different 
parts of the country, or skulking in town ; but not 
one of them disposed to prevent the insult to their 
master, or to issue orders for a party of the Guards, 
(and a small one would have been sufficient,) to clear 
the streets. 

The next night, the same illuminations were again 
insisted on, and the same insolence, with the same 
impunity, was repeated. Strange, in truth, miist it 
appear to friends and to enemies, at home and abroad, 
that a criminal, an outlaw, a man in every sense a 
wretch, should be chosen by men who call themselves 
loyal, to represent the very county honoured with the 
royal residence; and this attended, too, with many 
marks of insolence, brutality, and disaffection. But, 
after all, I do not think there is much to be appre- 
hended from all this : there is actually no real disaf- 
fection existing here. We want nothing earthly to 
keep every thing in order but a firm and spirited 
ministry. This we are certainly not blessed with, 
and what the continuance of this want may at length 
lead to, is indeed justly to be dreaded. 

I will now offer some probable conjectures on what 
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is likely to follow upon all this. On the 20th of thia 
month, the first day of term, Wilkes is to snrrender 
himself, and will certainly be attended by a consider- 
able mob. Lord Mansfield, I am assured, will act 
with becoming spirit, and will be properly supported 
by the military ; of course Wilkes will be committed 
to the Tower, for he has no privilege ; and I really 
think if this matter is rightly conducted, and the 
ministry mean that the law should take its course^ his 
sentence may easily be carried into execution. On 
the 10th of May, the meeting of the Parliament, the 
farce will be resumed, and will probably have great 
effects : perhaps no less than the total oyerthrow of 
the present ministry and the banishment of Lord Bate 
from this part of the kingdom. The case of this 
nobleman is really singular; divested of power, he 
retains all the odium of prime minister. Haying long 
since most injudiciously pushed into office, and as 
injudiciously retired from the political theatre, he 
hath ever since exercised the power of recommending 
or rather nominating every succeeding ministry. 
These have, by turns, spumed at and renounced their 
maker ; and, what is truly remarkable, though he has 
had no infiuence in their councils, though he has all 
along never dared to interpose, even so far as occa- 
sionally to serve an humble retainer or dependant^ 
yet, being well known to have named the men^ he has 
made himself, in the public opinion, ultimately res- 
ponsible for their measures; and will, ere long, if I 
am not mistaken, be made the scape-goat of all their 
misconduct, so that, in the end, his master's favour, 
of which he appears to have little known how to 
avail himself, will cost him dear. 

Lord Chatham now lives a very recluse life at 
Hayes. It does not appear that any misunderstand- 
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fjBg saholstB between him and his brother; on the 
iwntrsry, if he eyer had any political plan in his de- 
dining to act since he had the seals, it was probablj 
with a view to serre George Grenville. He foond he 
oonld not bring him in with him ; and might, there** 
fore, think the best way to serve him was to leave 
the ministry to themselyes till things ran into con- 
fiisioii, and then to take that opportunity to persuade 
the king it was absolutely necessary to employ him. 
This however is mere conjecture. Certain it is, Lord 
Chatham still remains nnable or unwilling to act, 
or both. 

Lord Tovimsend lives jovially with the people in 
Ireland; and knowing, and declaring, that he was 
not among them by accident, and that his reign there 
will be but short, encourages them to promote such 
bills as are popular, and most for the interest of the 
country. Hence the Octennial Bill, which, by the 
way, had never passed here under a respectable admi- 
nistration. But the present period seems to be every 
where marked by an universal debility of government. 
I am Tvith great respect, sir, &c. 

4. 

AaoomA oi flie opening of the Beasion in the House of Lorde— AddreM mored 
b J the Dnke of Ancaeter, aeconded by Lord Dnniftore — Lord Chatham's 
tpeech on the late peace, oar condaet to the Americans, and the Middle- 
sex election — Answered by Lord Cholmondely — ^eches of Lord DenUj^ 
and the Dnke of Grafton, the latter yindicating the ministry — The Lord 
Chancellor declares for the Americans^ followed Lord Marchmont, and 
Lord Temple Lord Mansfield^ who deprecates interference with the elec- 
tions of the other House — Altercation; Lord Chatham^ Lord Sandwich, 
Lord Weymouth^ and the Chancellor — The debate is closed by the Duke 
of Richmond — A minority for the address. The debate in the House of 
CommoDS carried on the same sulject. 

LondoHy Jan. 18, 1770. 

Deab Sib, — Last Tuesday, at the opening of the 
session, I went to the Honse of Lords, in preference 
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to the Commons, as I foohd your &Toarite and mme. 
Lord Chatham, was to be there ; and here follows the 
best account I am able to give yon of the debate- 
The house was exceedingly fall both of lords and 
spectators, all eager to hear how this oracle of state 
would deliver himself. After the speech was read» 
the address was moved for in the usual way by the 
Duke of Ancaster, and seconded by Lord Dunmore, 
who, among other things, observed, that it was his 
opinion, the Americans, if left to themselves, would 
soon be quiet. Lord Chatham next rose up, and made a 
pretty tolerable speech of about an hour in length. He 
found much &ult with the late peace, which he said had 
left us without a single ally, and must be of short 
duration; that we had treated the Americans im- 
properly ; that he had always thought so, but that he 
did not intend to flatter them, but to favour them. 
He particularly objected to the words highly unwar^ 
rantabley in the speech, as by much too severe, as he 
apprehended the combinations alluded to were by no 
means illegal. But he laid the greatest stress upon 
the Middlesex election, which he expatiated upon at 
great length, saying that it made a breach in the 
constitution, by which a wicked minister might enter, 
and destroy it ; that without delay it ought to be re- 
paired ; and therefore proposed an amendment to the 
address, by adding a clause, that they would imme- 
diately take into consideration the late election for 
the county of Middlesex, in which the freeholders' 
right had been violated in the person of John Wilkes, 
Esq., who had been by only one branch of the legis- 
lature declared incapable, &c. : that he did not enter 
into the character of the man ; that with regard to 
him, he had no predilection, having he believed, for 
he did not read the newspapers, had his own share of 
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abuse from him; bnt, that he considered the precedent 
as of dangerous tendency ; with a great deal more to 
the same purpose, which it is impossible to repeat or 
remember. 

He was answered by Lord Cholmondely, who said, 
that if the behaviour of some of the Americans had 
been termed treasonable^ he thought it deserved it ; 
that, as for the late peace, he thought it an extremely 
good one; that he knew nothing of cMies^ but had 
heard of mercenaries and subsidiary princes^ who 
would be as ready, he apprehended, to take our money 
upon future occasions, as they had been formerly; that 
a most convincing proof that the late treaty of peace 
was advantageous to us, was, that on all hands it was 
admitted that the French were so sensible of the 
dic^race they suffered by the terms of it, they would 
certainly break with us as soon as they were in a 
capacity to do so. 

Lord Denbigh spoke next, to the same purpose ; as 
afterwards Lord Shelboume on the opposite side ; but 
he said nothing either strikingly particular or new. 

The Duke of Grafton then stood up, and in a very 
decent and modest speech, vindicated the operations of 
the ministry, and the expressions in the speech with 
regard to the Americans, and to the peace. He said, 
that however some men, from motives of ambition or 
othervnse, might be led to oppose every measure 
adopted by the king's servants, his majesty had good 
reason to think the peace would be of some continu- 
ance ; that the assurances he had from all the other 
powers of Europe, authorized him to say so ; but that 
depending upon their effectual support, they might 
rest assured, he would not suffer the rights of the 
crown, or the stipulations of the late treaty to be in- 
vaded with impunity, &c. 
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The Lord Chancellor spoke next ; declared for the 
Americans, and against the oondnct of the ComiiM^iis, 
respecting the Middlesex election ; said no motives of 
ambition could induce him to declare his opinion at 
this time ; that he spoke from his heart, and was com- 
pelled by his conscience to give his yoie in the present 
case, to the best of his judgment, which, thongfa it 
might be wrong, yet it left his conscience clear, &c. 
This, from him, agreeable to his known obligations 
and attachment to Lord Chatham, was expected ; and 
yet it is not a little extraordinary, to see so high an 
officer of the crown divide against the court. The 
unavoidable consequence is, as you well know, that he 
must, if the present ministry stand their ground, (and 
there is yet no apparent reason to think they will not,) 
of necessity turn out. Wilmot of York will probably 
succeed him, most likely the first; Camden is £Bur from 
possessing much of the public esteem, being considered 
as a mere toad and creature of Lord Chatham's. 

Lord Marchmont stood up next, and in a very plain 
and animated speech displayed the impropriety of 
carrying to the throne a complaint against the other 
House of Parliament in a matter with which they had 
properly no concern ; that allowing they had, the only 
method of attempting to seek redress was by a con- 
ference between the two Houses, in which they might 
explain their objections and the Commons communi- 
cate the grounds and reasons of their conduct. 

Lord Temple spoke next. He made use of the 
general topics of complaint, and expressed his satis> 
faction in the good understanding which happily sub- 
sisted between his brothers and himself; but said 
nothing else worth remembering. 

Lord Lytileton rose up after him, and spoke 
(feebly and confusedly I thought) with much warmth 
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against Lntterel's election for Middlesex^ and recapi- 
tulated the argnments on that Bide of the quegtion, 
which have heen already hackneyed in an hundred 
newspapers and pamphlets. He added» however, that 
he spoke not from any prejudice against the ministry, 
for that they had done him no harm, &c. 

Lord Pomfret next stood up, and made no con* 
temptible speech in favour of the ministry, running 
over and confuting the various grounds of discontent 
and those grievances which so much wicked pains had 
been taken to display and aggravate. 

Lord Mansfield then rose up, and in his own 
masterly, clear and convincing manner, observed the 
impropriety and absurdity of their meddling in any 
shape with the elections of the other House, over 
which they had no species of jurisdiction ; that neither 
that House, nor the courts of law, had any cognizance 
over them; that they were neither subject to the 
statute nor common law, but to the law of parliament, 
which was only to be found in their own journals ; 
that, therefore, the interposition of this House in any 
manner, much less in the way proposed, by carrying 
their complaints to the throne, was highly improper 
and unparliamentary; with a great deal very sensibly 
to the same purpose, sufficient to convince any 
reasonable and unprejudiced bystander. 

Lord Chatham then stood up a second time ; and 
endeavoured with all his might, (but without suc- 
cess,) to browbeat Lord Mansfield, and to turn his 
speech into ridicule, as if it had consisted only of the 
niceties of the law. But in this attempt he made in- 
deed a very poor figure, to the conviction, I will almost 
venture to say, of every individual who heard him. 
He added, that he appealed to the clause itself, which 
he proposed to be inserted in the address, whether it 
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conveyed any complaint against the Commons ; thaf^ 
it only stated facts as they were confessedly allowed 
by both parties ; and then he ran on from one topic 
to another, in no regular way, but in the style of chit- 
chat, about the general distraction of the kingdom, of 
North America, and of Treland. Wherever we turn 
our eyes, says he, we see nothing but discontent and 
uneasiness, &c. This second harangue of his was 
much inferior to his former, being full of forced 
metaphors evidently laboured, and greatly deficient in 
point of matter. I never indeed saw him so much at 
a loss for argument, or expose himself more bare- 
facedly. While he spoke, he eyed Lord Mansfield 
with great keenness ; but he did not draw any reply 
from him. In truth, there was not the smallest call 
for an answer, for he had left his (Lord Mansfield's) 
arguments entire and unrefuted. 

Lord Sandwich however rose up, and in a manly 
and bold manner declared that the noble Earl who 
spoke last, was wholly unintelligible. From begin- 
ning to end he could make nothing of it ; that he set 
out with saying, his proposed clause contained no 
accusation of the Commons ; whereas, upon the face 
of it, it was a charge against them, couched in the 
most express terms. He then expatiated upon the 
futility of his reply to Lord Man^eld, and on his 
other objections, which were equally void of founda- 
tion. 

Lord Weymouth spoke next, and expressed his 
wonder that a noble Lord, who held so high a station 
in the law, could express himself as he had done in 
regard to the Middlesex election, seeing he had put 
the great seal to the very writs which had occasioned 
all the grievances complained of. 

The Chancellor in answer, said, that though they 
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had passed the seal, yet that he never saw or knew 
aDj thing about them, any more than many other 
kinds of writs which were merely matter of form. 

The debate was finally closed by the Duke of 
Richmond, who expressed himself with great warmth 
aud bitterness against the ministry, using the common 
topics of declamation. He appears to me, to be of a 
discontented disposition ; which is indeed the less to 
be wondered at, as he and the Duke of Grafton were 
contemporaries, and in some sort rivals for court 
&vour, in which the latter hath greatly outstripped 
him. But it is by no means a singular case (the 
more the pity) to see men of even the highest rank 
and consideration blending their own private views 
and quarrels with the public business, and bringing 
their prejudices and disappointments into the senate, 
where they ought to come in every sense unbiassed, 
and open to the dictates of reason and sound policy. 

The address, as at first proposed, was at length 
voted by a majority (proxies included) of about one 
hundred to thirty-six; the Chancellor and, to the 
surprise of every body, the Duke of Northumberland 
siding with the opposition. In the House of Commons 
the debate was carried on in much the same way, and 
with much the same success. The opposition pressed 
hard to have some notice taken of the petitions. But 
upon a division, it was carried for the address as it 
stands, by two hundred and fifty-four against one 
hundred and thirty-eight, the Marquis of Granby 
voting with the minority: a rare situation, when 
the head of the law and the general-in-chief are in 
opposition. Dear Sir, yours, &c. 
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5. 

Aoouses Hame >of not saAeiently yalaing praise from a hallowed pen, (sup- 
posed to be Archbishop Herring) — The increase of his literary repntatioa 
— The Archbishop as a ohnrchman and as a companion, contrasted. 

London, Jufy 23, 1771 . 

Dear Sir, — I am sorry yon think so little of 
praise, even from a hallowed pen. I consider it in a 
mnch higher and more important light — ^viz., as the 
certain echo of universal approbation, and as a con- 
vincing proof that yonr literary merit is snch and so 
universally acknowledged, that men and devils join in 
bearing testimony to it. This last interpretation is 
exactly suitable to your own ideas of that great per- 
sonage, the spirit of whose writings you seem so much 
and so justly to admire. What his reasons may be, 
I know not ; but I have heard much of his launching 
out in your praise, for some time past, sometimes, in- 
deed, in my hearing, and with much more seeming 
cordiality and heartiness than I ever heard him be- 
stow on any other writer. How he would behave to 
you, were you a Catholic priest, and you were both 
in a Catholic country, I will not pretend to say. I 
am not sure that you would be long out of the In- 
quisition, or perhaps out of the fire. But thank God 
our lot is cast in better times, and under a happier 
legislation. As a companion, he is certainly one of 
the most tractable men I ever saw. So far from 
being insolent or overbearing, you can hardly get him 
to contradict you in any thing. I remain, dear Sir, 
yours, &c. 
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6. 

DMpain of ie«mg a oontinuation of Home's HiBtory by himself —AcooseB him 
of baviog giren Captain Brjdon too high ezpeetations of his book — Has 
seat a copy of Stuart's Letters on the Douglas Caase. 

London^ Jan. 26, 1773. 

Deab Sir, — After what yon now tell me, I alto- 
gether despair of seeing a continuation of your History 
from yourself; but I have some notion it may be done 
by some other hand : perhaps Sir John Dalrymple, or 
Mr Macpherson. I have at length agreed, but after 
much difficulty, with Captain Brydon. You had 
raised his expectations so very high, and so much 
beyond the real worth of the book, which will hardly 
make two octavo volumes, very loosely printed, that he 
could not be satisfied with the very utmost the size 
and nature of the book would admit of.^ You spoil 
all youDg authors, by leading them to expect prices 
only due to veterans in literature and men of estab- 
lished reputation. 

Mr A. Stuart has sent you by Mr Mackenzie, who 
left London yesterday, a copy of his Letters to Lord 
Mansfield, on his decision of the Douglas Cause, which 
will afford you great entertainment. Both the subject, 
and the manner in which he treats it, vnll please you 
highly. The letters have been in his lordship's hands 
this fortnight ; but I have not yet heard how he is 
affected by them. This will appear in due time. 
They are not yet made public, only distributed among 
his friends, but will be published in a few days. I 
am, dear Sir, your faithful and obedient servant. 

' In reference to the ^^ Tour through Sicily and Malta, in a series 
of letters to William Beckford, Esq." by Patrick Brydon. Two 
vols. Svo, 1773. Brydon was a Scotsman, and very likely to be 
over-estimated by Hnme ; but the work was very popular. 
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Ameriean politiea — Differs with Home — Is for eoereiye methods — Two 
long debates in the House — Trnsts there will be TigorooB exertions, both 
by sea and land — Belieyes we have lost America, bat thinks it will be 
reoorered, as that country cannot snlwiBt without trade — Lord North — 
State of the American colonists. 

London, October 30, 1775. 

Dear Sir, And now a word or two of politics. 

The increased liberty of the press, which gives 70a the 
substance of almost every debate, is the sole cause of 
mj being less communicative ; and as for mj impar^ 
tiality, notwithstanding a little change in my situation, 
it is no way diminished. But I differ from you, toto 
ccbIo, with regard to America. I am entirely for 
coercive methods with those obstinate madmen ; and 
why should we despair of success? Why should we 
suffer the empire to be so dismembered, without the 
utmost exertions on our part ? I see nothing so very 
formidable in this business, if we become a little more 
unanimous, and could stop the mouths of domestic 
traitors, from whence the evil originated. Not that 
I wish to enslave the colonists, or to make them one 
jot less happy than ourselves ; but I am for keeping 
them subordinate to the British legislature, and their 
trade in a reasonable degree subservient to the interest 
of the mother country: an advantage she well 
deserves, but which she must inevitably lose, if they 
are emancipated as you propose. I am really sur- 
prised you are of a different opinion. Very true, 
things look oddly at present, and the dispute hath 
hitherto been very ill managed ; but so we always do 
at the commencement of every war. So we did most 
remarkably in the last. It is perhaps owing to the 
nature of our government, which permits not of those 
sudden and decisive exertions, frequently made by 
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arbitrary princes. But so soon as the British lion is 
roused, we never fail to fetch up our lee-way, as the 
sailors say; and so I hope you will find it in this 
important case. We had two exceeding long debates 
in the House last Thursday and Friday. Till half 
after four in the morning the first day, and half after 
one the second. Much was said on both sides ; but 
the address was at length carried by two hundred and 
seTenty-eight to one hundred and eight ; and I hope 
this decision will be followed by the most vigorous 
exertions, both by sea and land. At present I believe 
we have totally lost America ; but a proper disposition 
of our fleet, and the troops we shall, even without 
foreign assistance, (except the Hanoverians,) be able 
to send thither, will speedily recover it. Perhaps it 
may be still a difficult task ; but it is worth doing all 
in our power to accomplish ; and a little perseve- 
rance on our part will unavoidably throw the Ameri- 
cans into confusion among themselves, even were we 
to stand upon the defensive, and only block up their 
ports. They cannot subsist without trade. They must 
export their com, or it is useless ; and they must have 
clothing for themselves and negroes, and a thousand 
other necessaries and conveniencies of life from Europe. 
Their present anarchy is already, and must every day 
become more and more intolerable. I have not time 
just now to launch out into particulars; but the 
newspapers will make up the deficiency. Your friend. 
General Conway, has declared with the minority ; but 
you know how fickle and indecisive he is. The Duke 
of Grafton, too, has declared of the same side ; but still 
there are enough left to carry on their quarrel till it 
shall terminate happily. Lord North acquitted him- 
self nobly last Friday. Enclosed is a little sketch of 
his speech, which I put in to-day's paper. He is 
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certainly an honest man, and means well ; nor do T 
see any person, when I look aronnd me in the Honse, 
that can better fill his place. When we have sub- 
dued the colonists, it will require little force to keep 
them in order ; for all the men of property among 
them are in their hearts with us, and they will in- 
sensibly slide back into their former situation. I 
remain, &c. 

8. 

Hopes Hume ib reaping benefit from the Bath Waten — Says eyen his enemies 
wish his reooTerj — Quotes a paragraph from Dr Beattie — Is hard at 
work with an edition of Home's History and his Gasays. 

London^ June 3, 1776. 

My dear Sib, — Here is another letter for you. 
I long to have another line from yourself, how Bath 
Waters and you agree : I hope quite well. Even your 
enemies relent, and, I will venture to say, wish your 
recovery. Creech of Edinburgh writes me that he 
had just then (May 29) received a letter from Dr 
Beattie, in which was the following paragraph : — 

" I am sincerely sorry to hear of Mr Hume's bad 
health. There will be several things in this edition, 
which, I am pretty sure, would not offend him, if he 
were to see them, which I heartily wish he may. The 
Essay is corrected in almost every page ; superfluities 
retrenched, inaccuracies corrected, and many harsh 
expressions softened." 

Does not this look like repentance ? But however 
that be, I wish, of all things, to see you completely 
restored; for I am with unutterable esteem and 
affection, dear Sir, your most obedient humble servant. 

P.S. — I am now hard at work both with your 
History and Essays, having, with some difliculty, got 
a good paper to print them on. When shall I have 
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the additional Essay ? I suppose it is to be placed 
at the end of the former ones. 

9. 

His satiflfiuitioii at hearing from Hume, and obserring the philosophic indiffe- 
rence with which he speaks of his own health — Trasts he may yet have 
eaee, and be able to prosecute his studies — Regrets he has left London, 
bat can appreciate his satisfaction in being with his friends — Is proceeding 
with the edition of the History, the fame of which is still rising — Moral- 
ises on the universal desire of posthumous fame. 

London^ Atiguit 1, 1776. 

Dear Sir, — It gave me much satisfaction to see 
yonr hand again, and to see jou express yourself with 
so much ease and yiyacity, and with a truly philoso- 
phical indifference in regard to the present impaired 
state of your health. I know nothing of physic ; 
hut I would fain hope it impossible that the tumour, 
which so much distresses you, may of itself suppurate 
or dissolve, and give you unexpected relief. At worst, 
I hope you will still enjoy large intervals of ease, and 
be able to amuse yourself a little with those studies 
which have long since become your chief delight. 
You say, you cannot bear the motion of a chaise, and 
that all exercise is hurtful to you. Perhaps in the 
rough stony roads about Edinburgh it may ; but you 
know the environs of this place are smooth and 
even. I wish, therefore, you had not left us ; though 
you must doubtless be more at ease in your own 
house, and in the centre of your friends. The comforts 
of society are, in your situation, and indeed in all 
situations, inestimable. The three leaves of your 
History shall be attended to. You forgot to blot out 
the notes referred to in the paragraphs omitted, which 
I have done for you. This will be a very correct 
edition; and I will take care it shall be printed 
accurately and neatly ; and, what is very encouraging, 
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your History sells better of late years than before, 
for the late edition will be gone some time before this 
can be finished. In short, I see clearly your reputa- 
tion is gradually rising in the public esteem. A 
flattering circumstance this, even in the decline of 
life, and when, by the unalterable course of nature, 
nothing will soon be left of us but a name. 

By the bye, does not this almost universal solici- 
tude to live after we close our eyes to the present 
scene, mean something ? I hope, I almost believe it 
does ; else why are we, on a variety of occasions, 
so much interested in what is to pass after our deaths? 
and do we not, in most of our labours, regard pos- 
terity, and look forward to times long posterior to our 
existence here ? You yourself are a living evidence 
of the truth of what I am now saying. Dear Sir, your 
faithful servant, &c. &c. 



XVI. 

From SiE Alexander Dick. 

Reminiscences of friends and companions — A pleasure party — Society in 
France — Robertson, Lord Kaimes, and other friends at home — Local 
improrements in Edinburgh. 

PreHonfiddj July 27, 1764. 
Dear Sir, — I had the pleasure of hearing from 
my nephew. Colonel Keith, that you was well, during 
the stay he made at Paris, and mentions, to his father 
and me, the agreeable intercourse he had several times 
with you. This comes to your hand by my particular 
and worthy friend, Mr Sarjent, who, I dare say, you 
will remember a great while ago, in the days of Mr 
Thomson and Mr Mitchel, the ambassador, with 
whom we used to associate in those days. He pro- 
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poses an agreeable tour to Paris, and through the 
sooth of France, with his lady, Miss Chambers, and 
two other ladies, intimate friends, viz.^ Mrs Wilkin- 
son and Miss Hencheliffe. That agreeable party will 
reckon themselves very happy if you will make one 
with them, now and then, when leisure permits; and 
I shall be extremely obliged to you if you will do 
them what good offices lies in your way. Paris, you 
know, is a place where civility and obliging manners 
seems to flow like milk and honey in the land of 
Canaan, in every corner; but I need not tell you, who 
know the world so well, that there is a sterling 
je ne spats quoi^ which, like the veins of gold in the 
mineral world, and the etherial spirits in the world of 
mankind, — ^we dig for the one, we beat the bush the 
world over to find out the other ; and we must own, 
after all our researches, those excellent productions 
are very rarely to be met with. Do help my good 
friends to find out any such last, if France affords 
them, in the tour they are making; and though I can't 
be present with them in person, I shall be particularly 
happy in the thoughts that Mr Hume interests him- 
self in making this jaunt particularly agreeable to 
them. Will you have any news from this place? 
Doctor Robertson, Lord Kaimes, my brother, Keith 
the ambassador, and several more of your friends I 
saw lately here, were well. I paid my court, t'other 
day, at Lord Privy-Seal, (our minister's,) numerous 
levee ; and many people imagined I had come there 
to ask some considerable place from the men in power, 
and they seemed much pleased that I had met with 
so favourable a reception. But when I told them I 
had come to ask nothing from [for?] myself, but 
for the public, they were greatly surprised. And, 
pray, what may this be? says one at the levee. Only 
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that my Lord Priyy-Seal would please give his coun- 
tenance to proposals that were to be made to his 
majesty for allowing the new road on the south side 
of the Canongate, to pass with a large broad sweep 
into the lai^e court of the palace at the Abbey, and 
so through the Physic Garden, into the post road; 
and that I had farther been employed by the gentle- 
men of the county, and many of the city, to beg his 
lordship's interest and influence to have the Nether 
Bow port taken down, and the walls of the city made 
flat with the ground, as they were both extreme 
great nuisances; and I had the good fortune to have 
Lord Privy-Seal, and hiis numerous levee, all on my 
side; and all the three objects are just now very 
fervently in agitation. 

The good work which you and I have often con- 
versed about — the demolition of Scottish entails — 
the new Dean of Faculty, (Mr Lockart,) from the 
great encouragement he had when last at London, has 
proposed to that numerous body this great object for 
their consideration, almost upon the same plan which 
I have often heard you pleased with. Our country 
having succeeded in the abolishing vails among our 
servants makes me hope the same good sense will pull 
down those monstrous dangerous edifices, entails, 
next session of Parliament. I ever am, dear Sir, with 
the most perfect regard, your most affectionate humble 
servant, 

Alexander Dick. 

P.S. — Excuse my daughter's hand, who is my 
secretary when I have weak eyes. 
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XVII. 

From Sir John Dalrymple. 

Dear Sir, — I am going, this Tacation, to Paris, 
in order to see the Memoirs of James the Second, iu 
the Scots College. You wiU oblige me very much 
by letting me know what way I can take to see the 
DepSt des affaires etrangeres^ at Paris; for, among 
many other things, Barillon's conduct, during the 
Prince of Orange's preparations, appears to me the 
strangest in the world ; and I suspect that what he 
did was by orders of his own court. I shall have the 
pleasure of seeing you as I pass, at London ; but 
you will be so good as not to mention my going to 
Paris. 

I take the liberty to remind you of my brotlier with 
the East India directors. He is willing to raise a 
company of Highlanders for them, at his own expense, 
if they will give him the command of it. 

Your friends here are aU well, and think of you 
with their usual kindness and respect. I am, dear 
Sir, always your faithful obliged servant, 

John Dalrymple. 

Edinburgh^ Augiut 1, 1768. 
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XVIII. 

From Lord Hardwick.^ 

Thanks for infonnation regarding the Memoirs of Janoies II., in the Soots 
College at Paris — Thinks the eyidence of the Dake of York irresistible — 
Protestantism and Popery — The Test Act — Lord Arundel and the Secret 
Treaty — Dachess of Orleans — Had heard Lady Holdemess obtained a sight 
of the Memoirs — Lord Bolingbroke had read them, but was refused farther 
access. 

London^ August 1, 1764. 

Sir, — I cannot help taking the first opportunity 
of thanking you for the satisfactory manner in which 
you hare gratified my curiosity with regard to the 
Memoirs of King James the Second. I am very glad 
that you have had it in your power to unvail that 
mystery of political iniquity^ which has hitherto per- 
plexed the accounts of our historians ; for the most 
partial advocates of the Steuart family (if any such 
remain) cannot resist the evidence of such ^principal 
actor as the Duke of York, in one of the blackest 
conspiracies that was ever formed against the liberties 
and constitution <A 9k free country, 

I am sure you will be happy in an opportunity of 
setting this interesting event in a fuller and clearer 
light than you was enabled to do from any authentic 
evidence in the first editions of your History. If you 
are in England at that time, I shall be very ready to 
contribute any little assistance which either my col- 
lections, or the result of my inquiries, can furnish to- 
wards your information. Your remark on the cavaliers, 
or Tory party, is (in the main) very just ; but I am 
inclined to think that some of the higher churchmen^ as 
Sheldon and Morley, had to make their court — ^talked 

* Viz. the second Lord Hardwick, £he writer of verses, and 
editor of the '^ Miscellaneous State Papers.*' 
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in a more conciliatory style about the differences 
between the two churches, than as good Englishmen^ 
or good Protestants^ they ought to have done. The 
Parliament certainly made a noble stand against 
Popery, when, in the height of the Cabal's power, 
they obliged the King to pass the Test Acty and 
repeal the Declaration of Indulgence. Lord Arundel of 
Wardour was never known, before, to have been 
the negotiatitr of the secret treaty. I always imagined 
it had been the Duchess of Orleans, and would scarce 
believe that any treaty, in form^ could have been 
signed on so dangerous and delicate a subject. It 
would be very material to procure a copy of the 
articles themselves from the French archives. I 
presume Lord Arundel negotiated by virtue of a 
kttre-de-cachet from Charles the Second; for neither 
his full powers to treat, nor the ratification after- 
wards, (if there was any,) could pass the regular 
forms here. 

You are very obliging in your offer of farther 
communications of this kind. I am too sensible of 
the scene of business you are engaged in, to let my 
cariosity be troublesome ; but if, at an hour's leisure, 
when yon have the pen in your hand, you would set 
down any particulars with regard to the Popish Plot^ 
the Exclusion Bill, or the design which (according to 
Bishop Burnet) King Charles had resolved upon to 
send away his brother, and call a parliament, just 
before his last illness, I should take it as a particular 
&vour, and make no improper use of such anecdote. 
I am informed that Lady Holdemesse has obtained a 
sight of these Memoirs as well as yourself. Lord 
Bolingbroke read them while he was secretary of 
state to the Pretender; but on applying afterwards for 
the same indulgence, it was refused. I should ask 
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your pardon for this loDg letter ; bat cannot conclude 
without assuring you that I am. Sir, with great 
regard, your most obedient humble servant, 

Hardwick. 

P.S. — Lord H.x's character always appeared to 
me to be the best portrait of King Charles II- 



XIX. 

From Alexander Wedderburn, {afterwards Lord 
Loughborough.)^ 

Setting oat for London — The Doaglas oanBO — DiBOOTeries of MesBn Biallet 

ftnd Burnet 

Parity 2%th October^ 1764. 

My dear Sir, — I am very sorry to set out for 
England without taking my leave of you and receiving 
your commands. But our business has been very press- 
ing for some days past, and I have left myself very little 
time for my journey. I shall take care, upon my 
arrival, to deliver Caperonnier's note to Lord Bute ; 
and if you can employ me in any matter in London, 
which in the smallest degree engages you, I hope I 
need not say how much pleasure it will give me. 

What Messrs Mallet and Burnet ^ have found out 
to boast of so much, is to me a mystery ; for the evi- 
dence hitherto has answered to the full the ideas we 
had formed of it. But it has been the conduct al- 
ways of the other side to endeavour to prepossess the 
public opinion ; and in that respect, as weU as in 
many other similar circumstances, they have perhaps 

^ The editor takes this opportunity of correcting an error in his 
"Life of Hume," where (ii. 425) he inadvertently mentioned 
Lord Loughborough, instead of Lord Thurlow, as the person with 
whom Andrew Stuart fought a dueL 

' Afterwards Lord Monboddo. 
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gained an advantage, which I do not envy, nor am I 
capable of disputing with them. Mallet's boasts, 
however, should not, I imagine, have much effect 
with those who know him ; for, from the knowledge 
I have of him, I feel an unaccountable propensity to 
believe the contrary of what he tells me. His con- 
duct as commissioner has not at all belied the opinion 
you had of him. In one respect we have a little 
improved him : we have made him less impertinent ; 
but I can't boast that we have made him more candid. 
Burnet has shown himself with some advantage in 
comparison of the other ; and it is but justice to him 
to add, that in the public meetings his behaviour as a 
commissioner has been decent. I leave the proof 
with less regret, that, so far as I can judge, it is in a 
very good situation ; and I foresee nothing likely to 
arise which can hurt it. I ever am, my dear Sir, 
yours most sincerely and affectionately, 

Al. Wedderburn. 



XX. 

From George Maccauley. 

The transmiBsion of a copy of his wife's History. 

St Jameas Placey 22 March, 1764. 

Dear Sib, — I have received with much pleasure 
the accounts of the honourable regard that the French 
nation have shown to your distinguished merit. I 
write this to acquaint you that on the last day of 
October my wife's book, directed for you, was de- 
livered to the porter at Northumberland House, 
according to your directions, who promised to forward 
it to you. Three months afterwards I called to know 
if it was sent, which the porter assured me he had 
punctually performed, by putting it in the seat of one 
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of the ambassador*s carriages ; but in case it should 
be there still, I now thought proper to send you this 
intelligence, lest you should imagine that we ^were 
chargeable with any want of punctuality. My wife 
presents her best compliments, and I am, dear Sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, 

George Maccaulev. 



XXL 
From Lord Hertford.* 



De Gaerchy, and the negotiations as to Dunkirk and Canada — Hrnne's 
pension — Usheiship of the Black Rod — Irish polities and statesmanship. 

London^ Augutt 16, 1765. 

Dear Sir, — I had the favour of your two letters 
this morning by the return of the messenger &om 
Compiegne: the one upon public business I will 
communicate to my brother ; and I dare say he will 
agree with me in thinking that Monsieur de Guerchy 
has mistaken the ideas of this country, and is mis- 
leading his own court, when he represents the minis- 
ters, or the people of it, as indiiSerent to the demolition 
of Dunkirk. It is not the case ; and if the French 
ministers are deaf to all representation on that head, 
it must in these times produce some serious resolution 
in parliament, that will make it extremely difficult to 
accommodate matters between the two courts. The 
affair of the Canada Bills, I fear, he has likewise mis- 
apprehended, if he supposes the merchants will be 
satisfied with any thing less than fifty per cent in 
the French Funds for the bills to d'ordonnance. The 

^ Some portions of Lord Hertford's letters to Hume will be 
found in " Tiie Life of Hume," vol. ii. p. 289, et seq. 
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difference between this proposition and the twenty- 
fiye per cent ready money, does not make so essential 
an object to France, but that she should, in reason, 
depart from her own proposal to accommodate a 
matter of so much difficulty ; and, as it may be now 
settled upon the footing I have mentioned, I hope it 
will be accepted by France, to prove, on her part, the 
disposition she is in to live in peace and amity with 
England. It will be an argument of some weight in 
the mouth of those who are desirous in this country 
of cultivating that good understanding. The king has 
been pleased, at my request, to settle upon you £400 
a-year, which you are to receive, free from all deduc- 
tion, from the moment that you are no longer Secre- 
tary to the Embassy. I proposed it should be done 
upon the establishment ; but Lord Rockingham has 
told me, after having represented upon it again and 
again, that it could not be done at this time, though 
it may hereafter, because it would now open a scene 
of political writing and discussion against him, which 
he would not risk. I am therefore forced, though 
very unwillingly, to acquiesce. 

The Usher of the Black Rod in Ireland is in my dis- 
posal. It produces, in the course of a session, from 
eight to nine hundred pounds, as I am informed. If 
you approve it, my intention is to give it to a gentle- 
man who will be extremely satisfied to accept £300 
a-year for his trouble at most, and the rest will be 
placed to your account without interrupting the benefit 
of the pension. The security of that pension is not such 
as is satisfactory, because it is dependent on pleasure ; 
but at the same time you will give me leave to tell you, 
that this list on which you are placed is not altered 
without the king's own pleasure, and I am assured by 
Lord Rockingham, that it is so far from being usual 
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for a minister to show his resentment upon such 
occasions, that a friend of his own, for whom he 
obtained a grant of this sort in the Duke of New- 
castle's ministry, has never been touched, nor the least 
design of it ever suggested, though he and all his 
friends had made themselves as obnoxious as measnres 
and speeches would make them both to majesty and 
ministers. 

You will not doubt my inclination when I assure 
you that it might be very prejudicial to my admini- 
stration in Ireland, if I opened it by recommending 
any immediate pension on my account. I expect to 
go from hence without adding one penny to that 
establishment. 

The delicacy of that country is extreme ; the diffi- 
culty in governing it considerable. You will there- 
fore, I am persuaded, place that confidence in my 
friendship as to have no doubt of my wishes and 
intention to do every thing in my power to oblige and 
satisfy you when I can do it without manifest incon- 
venience. In the mean time, I am convinced it is a 
matter of indifference, and that the present increase 
of income will make you amends for a little delay. 
The Duke of Richmond talks of going to Paris some 
time in October, so that you will hardly be at liberty 
till November, when I hope we shall see you at the 
castle of Dublin, where an apartment shall be ready 
for you. I beg you will do me justice in expressing 
the sincere regret with which I leave Paris. As often 
as I can, I propose to see it, and I hope we shall 
travel there together. I remain, dear sir, with true 
regard and esteem, your very faithful and obedient 
servant, Hertford. 

I have not seen your official letter, but I expect it 
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every minute. The king still has it. My brother is 
much pleased with it. He has wrote yon, I think, 
to-day, a very able and a very proper letter himself. 



2. 



Mr Dempster— Uahfinhip of the Blaek Rod— Hacpherson— The Canada bills. 

London, Sept. 5, 1765. 

Dear Sir, — I am very happy to find that my best 
endeavours to serve you have been satisfactory to your 
mind. The place you mentioned in a former letter 
was disposed of long before I received your letter. 
Lord Rockingham happened to tell me, with great 
satisfaction to himself, the moment it was vacant, 
that he had obtained the king's consent to give it to 
Mr Dempster, who had been one of their steady 
friends during the course of their opposition to the 
last ministry ; therefore I was very early informed of 
its being engaged.^ 

The Black Rod you will give me leave to dispose 
of as I intended. You shall at the end of the session 
refuse the emoluments I propose to reserve out of it 
if you see sufScient reason. Three hundred pounds 
for doing the duty of it should satisfy the person to 
whom I will give it. The pension obtained for you 
will, I 'hope, be quite secure in every situation, after 
his majesty's gracious intentions to me have been so 
fully declared. I have, however, for your further 
satisfaction, desired his majesty's leave to put a part 
of it, at a proper opportunity, upon the Irish estab- 
lishment. You are already apprised how delicate 

' Creorge Dempster of Danniclieii, member for the Forfar 
burghs, was in 1795 appointed to the patent office of Secretary to 
the Scottish Order of the Thistle. 
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that matter is in Ireland, and how dangerous it might 
prove, in the present folly of those times, for me to 
open that door with a Scotch name; but I flatter 
myself I have by this early application secured the 
doing it before I quit the government of Ireland ; and 
whilst I remain in it the whole of your pension is 
secure in England. 

I will speak to my brother as you desire about Mr 
Macpherson. You must not be surprised that he is 
attacked in print about the Canada bills.^ One of the 
late secretaries is supposed to write against the pre- 
sent ministers ; and he may be artful enough to try 
to conceal the inefficacy of his own measures, by mis- 
leading the public into an early and false opinion of 
those of his successors. But my brother will not be 
so caught. He knows the subject. He has well 
considered every part of it; and has a voice and 
abilities to do himself justice. 

Your apartment in the castle of Dublin shall be 
ready for you whenever you come to take possession 
of it ; and I am, with perfect truth and regard, dear 
sir, your most obedient and humble servant. 



3. 



AppUofttion about two Iiieh refbgeeB— Payment of the Canada Indemnity. 

Landon, Sqri. 20, 1765. 

Sir, — I have just received an answer, from the 
Lord Justices of Ireland, to a letter I wrote them, at 
your desire, in favour of Captain Michael O'Donnell, 
in which they acquaint me that, notwithstanding their 

^ James Macpherson had, in 1764, been appointed Secretaiy to 
Governor Johnson, and was subsequently involved in many disoos- 
sions about Canadian affairs. 
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inclination to do whatever I desire, they think it 
incumbent upon themselves to inform me, that by the 
reports of his Majesty's Attorney and Solicitor General 
upon the petitions of James OTlaherty, Jos. Moore> 
and Pierre Reilly, transmitted to Lord Northumber- 
land, on the 29th day of March 1765, those gentle- 
men having entered into the French service without 
license from his Majesty, are, by the laws of Ireland, 
guilty of felony, without benefit of clergy; and that 
they are liable to be tried for the same upon return- 
ing into the kingdom. It will, therefore, be necessary 
to take the first opportunity of acquainting Mr 
O'Donnell with the severity of the laws, and the ill 
consequences which might possibly attend his return- 
ing into Ireland, since the Lord Lieutenant's power 
cannot protect against law. 

My brother will send you the resolutions of the 
Canada merchants; I have made use of all my in- 
flnence, in the city, to make their demand as reasonable 
as possible. They have changed the form of it, upon my 
advice, in order to make it more acceptable to the court 
of France. And now, having used my best endeavours 
to make it as easy as possible to the ministers where 
you reside, let me recommend it to you, to use every 
public and private argument you can to obtain the 
payment demanded. The difference of the twenty- 
five per cent proposed to be made, in ready money, 
by Monsieur de Guerchy, and the additional sum pro- 
posed now to be added to it, by way of bonus^ is not 
an object for France, considering the consequence of 
it to the harmony and good understanding between 
the two kingdoms, in the minds of our ministers and 
the people of England. 

I heartily wish you success, and hope it will be 
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soon obtained, for yonr own honour, before the arriv&l 
of the Duke of Richmond. 

I shall write to Lady Hertford, to Calais, ima^n- 
ing she will have left Paris. 

I beg you will present my best compliments to all 
who stiU haye me in remembrance at Paris, and that 
you will believe me, with great truth and regard, sir, 
your faithful and obedient servant. 



His hatred of prejadioes — Probable reception of Hume in Ireland. 

DubUn CtuOe, Dee. 10, 1766. 

Dear Sir, — I love my friends, and abhor prejudices 
of all kinds^ I have a difficulty in persuading myself 
when they are void of foundation, that they can long 
resist. You will therefore easily believe that I was 
unwilling to think you could continue to be unpopular 
in Ireland. Your apartment was fitted up in the 
castle ; it still remains so. I mentioned it with satis* 
faction to many people. Those who pretend to know 
this country remonstrated against my impatience 
to see you, and told me I should endanger the popu- 
larity of my administration. I treated it as it deserves, 
and as I shall always think of it, though I yielded to 
the entreaties of my friends in permitting the bishop 
to give you an account of it. In the light of fatigue 
and trouble to yourself, I have some consolation. If 
you had come'to Dublin you must have grown popular, 
as Mr Rigby has done, in spite of all prejudice. 
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5. 

Iriah poUticB — The Com Bill. 

DubUn Castle, Feb. 10, 1766. 

D£AB Sir, — How can I entertain you from Dublin ? 
The alteration of a com bill, to a person whp carries 
in his memory all the great events of history, must be 
a yery uninteresting subject, especially as that altera- 
tion was of so harmless and innocent a kind. The 
little clamour raised about it has entirely subsided ; 
it did not answer the intention of the projector, and 
Dr Lucas has still his pension to obtain from the 
city. We are, in this country, as far from uneasiness 
as you can suppose a jealous people ; but I will never 
answer for peace where a little thing is capable of 
disturbing it; my chief dependence is in the confi- 
dence which I possess in this country, and the just 
use I propose to make of that and his Majesty's 
&YOur for doing the business of the kingdom. I wish 
I could, at present, think you as safe in England. 
My fears carry me beyond my friends' interest and 
power, and I apprehend the storm which is col- 
lecting upon its factious spirit; for America might be 
made easy, and England too, if interest and passion 
would allow it. Pray tell me, when you are at 
leisure, what you think of the proceedings of Parlia- 
ment ? It costs you nothing but time to write well. 

My eldest daughter is going to be married to Lord 
Drogheda \ you will be glad to hear it when I tell 
you he is the man in the kingdom whom I would 
have chosen for her. 

My son, Beauchamp, continues to succeed in Parlia- 
ment. Lady Hertford and the family desire their 
best compliments. I am, dear sir, with perfect truth 
and regard your very faithful humble servant. 
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XXII. 

From Mrs Cockburn.* 

1. 

% 

The eigoyment of Hume's friendship burdened by friends requesting introdoe- 
tions — Introduces Mr Scot at the request of Mr Pringle — Lord Marischal'a 
reception in Scotland — His resezred habits, and their effect— Finds Ikult 
with Hume's previous letter, as too statesmanlike— Description of Highland 
scenery — Mrs Hamilton — A visit to Balcarres — Fife elections. 

EdinUarghy Castle Hill, Sept. 21, 1766. 

Most people, Mr Hume, are proad of being thought 
to be well with the great, and often pretend it when 
it is not true. It's my misfortune to be known as 
your friend ; and I am now almost reduced to wish 
that I had enjoyed that honour in a more private 
manner. But I know no blessing in life that is not 
attended with (almost) an equivalent of pain, and I 
must submit to plague you and myself, who of all 
things abhor asking favours. This will be delivered 
to you by Mr Scot, who is travelling for his improve- 
ment. His father, who is a man capable of unbounded 
generosity and friendship, has been the friend of a 
man whom I most truly value, I mean Mr Pringle 
of Haining, now member of parliament for Selkirk- 
shire. Mr Pringle writes to beg of me a line of 
introduction for his young friend, who, he saya, will 
have seen nothing if he has not seen Mr Hume. His 

^ Alison, daughter of Mr Rutherford of Faimielee, and wife of 
Patrick Cockbum, advocate. Her name frequently occurs in the 
literary correspondence of her day, and she is well known as the 
author of ^' The Flowers of the Forest." The charitable reader, in 
perusing these letters, will make ample allowance for the intense 
liveliness of the writer, and the hearty, open, animated manner in 
which she communicates to her philosophical friend whatever ideas 
were passing through her mind without selection or suppression. 
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admiration of yon was indeed independent of the 
French taste ; and I believe he might have asked the 
same favour for his yonng friend had yon been in 
Jack's Land or James's Conrt. 

What notice you take of this yonng gentleman* 
then. Sir, shall be fairly stated to account; and 
though in your last yon upbraid Scotland for taking 
no notice of your friend Lord Marischal, I must beg 
leave to say / am not Scotland, nor did you ever 
honour me so far as to propose introducing me to 
that nobleman. What's more, I really know that he 
shunned many who wished for his acquaintance, and 
therefore. Sir, you need not blame Scotland. Lord 
Marischal was entered into the infirmities of old age 
before he returned to his country ; and at that time 
of life ease and quiet is preferable to popular visits. 
Indeed, my philosopher, I think you was not in good 
humour last time you v^ote. The statesman pre- 
vailed, which is ever attended with a severity and 
distance. There was nothing in your letter pleased 
me but a wish to return to your native land, where I 
sincerely wish to see you, though not to dose or die, 
but to live and laugh. I had a letter lately from a 
member of parliament, who told me he was to apply 
to you for a favour to a son of a friend of yours. I 
^as heartily glad he did not put it upon me to ask 
this favour, for you will by-and-by look on me as a 
dun; neither will I add any thing &rther on that 
subject, because, if you are not willing to serve that 
friend, I know not whom I write to. You are not 
the D. H. I know, and therefore I have no interest 
^th you. 

I am just returaed from a Highland expedition, 
and was much delighted with the magnificence of 
nature in her awful simplicity. These mountains. 
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and torrents, and rocks, would almost conyinoe one 
that it was some being of infinite power that had 
created them. Plain com countries look as if men 
had made them ; bat I defy all mankind pat together 
tomakeanythinglikethePassof Killiecranky. TVere 
yon ever in the Highlands ? Are yon to remain in 
Paris ? or do you go with Lord Hertford ? I "wish 
yoa to go with him. I wish to break the hearts of 
all the Frenchwomen, if they have any hearts; but I 
suspect, for all the adalation you have met with 
amongst them, that I am infinitely more your affec- 
tionate friend and servant, 

A. COCKBURN. 

Mrs Hamilton is in Glasgow. I had a good laugh 
at her with your last letter, and the mention of a 
lover. I alleged her travels were not in vain, and 
that she had imbibed the manners of the country very 
fast. I was a week at Balcarres lately, where the old 
lord asked for you, admired you, disputed with you, 
confuted you, came over to your opinion ; but had no 
faith when I told him you was tired of public life. 
'^ 'Ods fish, is the fellow a fool? what can a man of his 
talents do in a poor ruined country like this ? " La. 
Bal. goes with her twelfth child, ten of whom are living. 
Fife is in great commotion at present with candidates. 
Your friends John Hume, Willie Johnston, Sandy 
Wedderbum, Col. Scot, all appeared. None keeps the 
field but Sir John Anstruther, and Mr Alexander. 
I shall enclose you a ballad on the occasion. This is 
unconscionably long for a man of consequence. Once 
more, adieu. 
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CHvM Hume eredit for the ewe he has token of RoiuaeMi, and the ohaneter 
he has dnwn of him — Admiration of Rooweau — People of Fancy — 
Analyaefl their feelings — Independence of mind — Remarks on Infidelity — 
Hume's conduct to her son — Rejoices in the prospect of Hume's return to 
Scotland — Begs him to bring Rousseau with him, and promises him all 
comfort and eigoyment — Mrs Baird and her fiunily — Mrs Hamilton. 

Edinburgh^ Itt Ftbruary, 

Though I declare before God and man that I am 
a Chris cian, in faith only, I mean, (for in practice for 
short,) yet I do forgive you all your sins of omission ; 
only, indeed, because you have taken care of my 
Rousseau. You are tolerably good at drawing 
characters ; and I am so proud of finding the author, 
who alone had the key of my heart, resemble my 
hearty that I am certain you for once drew from the 
life. In every article I am him,^ except peeyishness» 
which, God willing, men oppressing, and time serving, 
may bring about. A feeling heart is apt to sour ; a 
cool philosopher who has no guide but reason, no 
aim but truth, no passions^ no follies, but love of fame, 
(a breath blown over his tomb,) cannot possibly grow 
peevish. They only live for their sort of eternity; 
which we peopleof fancy, of warmth and imagination, — 
we who believe in higher scenes of existence, we 
epicures, who never will cease from ideas of enjoyment, 
indulge in ; we grow impatient, we do not meet with 
that perfection we are bom with the ideas of, and we 

' Few self-drawn parallels have been more ntterly fallacious. 
Whatever common bond of taste or imagination they may have had, 
this pure-minded and kind-hearted woman had very little indeed, 
either in heart or disposition, enjoyed by her in common with the 
object of her enthusiasm ; and had the Confessions been then pub- 
lished, she must have felt the almost shocking nature of the com- 
parison. 
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grow peevish for want of them ; we foi^et we are in 
the nursery, and long for the dining-room. This is 
my Rousseau's case, and will soon be mine. In the 
mean time I am as jealous as hey that any body should 
pay for my bills. At the same time, sir, I never 
paid any man a higher compliment than I did you, by 
being truly angry at you. Infidel as you are, (and 
little, indeed, do I expect from any such,) I marked 
you down as a man whom God had chosen to show 
his power upon ; and that He had compelled you to 
act as a Christian, in spite of your contradiction. To 
set an opportunity of serving me, I own astonished 
me ; and I had all the anger a friend ought to have. I 
have not been at courts. My heart is yet simple, 
though I have lived long amongst men. I said to 
myself, had David's son been in my power! I felt 
what I would have done. I had no indolence, no 
prudence, and I am apt to suppose my friends of the 
same make with myself ; that is an error, howeyer, 
I daily mend of, and by and bye I shall be as much 
wrapped up in my own shell, as I see all the reptiles 
around me are. Your answer, however, satisfies me ; 
and I still believe (because it pleases me to believe) 
that you would have served me, had it been in your 
power. I have sent my son your letter, and now I 
must transcribe a passage from his, which I would 
send entire, if there was not a little family history in 
it, not our own. 

" If ever you write to D. Hume, you may ask his 
opinion of the following supposition, — Suppose the 
son of a friend who had been long dead or absent 
were presented to us, it is evident that this object 
would immediately revive its correlative idea, and re- 
call to our thoughts all our past intimacies and fami- 
liarities, in more lively colours than they would have 
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otherwise appeared to us." — Hume's Essays, page 88, 
TOL II. 

He adds, were I sure his ideas remained the same, 
I should go to London and be presented to him. So 
much for quarrels and family business. I am glad to 
hear from your sister, there is no if s of your coming 
to Scotland. I am glad, even that you, infidel as you 
are, have chased the gospel out of James's Court.^ But 
what shall we do with you ? you are spoiled ; it's im- 
possible for me to retain you. I am a Christian. I 
neither paint nor fricasy. My wit is much abated, 
but I can play at quadrille with you, and sleep. 
Will that do? Lord bless you, bring Rousseau here. 
Trees to shelter him ! such nonsense ; there's as many 
trees in Scotland as would bang all the rogues in 
England, every man his tree. Tell him that, and he 
won't be afraid of want of shelter. Sweet old man, 
he shaU sit beneath an oak and hear the Druid's songs. 
The winds shall bring soft sounds to his ear, and our 
nymphs with the songs of Selma shall remember him 
of joys that are past. bring him with you ; the 
English are not worthy of him ; I will have him ! 
I cannot speak to him, but I know his heart, and am 
certain I could please it. This is a high pitch of vanity, 
bat I am sure of it ; and it's the only coquetry I am 
mad about. Were Voltaire to call at my door, I 
would say, I will not see him. Bring my dear old 
Rousseau ; I am sure he is like my John Aikman. 
Bring yourself, however, as fast as you can, because 
just now we have a fancy for you. You are new, 
and we grow impatient. If ye stay long, you will 

^ Blair lived in Hume's house when the latter was abroad. This 
must be held a strongly figurative method of explaining her joy at 
the return of Hume to the neighbourhood of the Gastlehill, though 
it had the effect of driving away a more orthodox neighbour. 
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grow stale like the conjuror or the Donglas Cause. 
If you are not French enough to forget old friends, 
you will rejoice with me that cousin Baird is as 
happy as can be, separated from the lover of her 
youth, the friend of her heart, and the father of her 
children^* he has taken all care of her, and she and 
the children* in real affluence. O, rich she is, 
indeed, in such a fine family. I look on her as a 
great patriarch, monarch, and mother to a whole 
people. No patriarch whatever will do so well as 
she will do in that station ; and, indeed, the female 
reigns have always been the most glorious in Britain. 
Mrs Hamilton is well and salutes you. Mrs Mure 
is big and well. This is all I have to say except that 
I am truly yours. 



lUUies Home on the happy aceonnt he had giTen of his own health and con- i 
stitation of mind; bat insiBta that natore had more to do than philowphj 
in attoning the elements to hannony — His mind wants something to pre- 
ponderate in it — Is choosing a house for him in Edinburgh — Expansion ^ 
of Edinburgh — Mentions many aoquaintance there->Scot of Harden's 
House — To secure a wife for Hume — Lord Monboddo — Edinburgh '* 
society — Whitefleld — Wesley — Baron Mure is going to see Sir Hew j 
Dalrymple — Wishes Bogle's Black Rod pamphlet — Entreats forbearance 
towards Rousseau — Lord Alemoor — Jock SwinUm, &o. 

VI 

Most satisfactory, dear PhiL, is your account of v^ 

all your animal functions. God long preserre thy » 

five wits — for what has a man to do under the sun ^ 

but to eat, drink, and be merry? I also perfectly ^ 

rejoice at the state of your avarice and ambition. I ii 

really believe Nature, in forming you, (for ye know n 

God did make you,) took such just proportions of ^ 

matter, and such a due mixture of passions and ^ 

^ The lady here mentioned is probably the wife of William ^ 

Baird of Newbyth, and the mother of Sir David Baird. ^ 

* A piece torn off. ^ 
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appetites as just served the purpose of one another ; 
and all this you impute to reason, who has nothing 
to do in the matter. Did either avarice or ambition 
bear sway, your stomach would not be so good. 
Who ever heard of avarice being satisfied before? It 
18 like the barren field, which sayeth it never hath 
enough. And for ambition to wait! — satisfied avarice, 
with ambition a waiter at his back, is a new figure. 
I wish you would lend this group of patient passions 
to the present play-wrights, for they are run scarce 
of characters. There is, however, just one fault in 
your form, which, if God had made you, would not 
have happened ; you want something to preponderate, 
some moving principle. And now hav^ I found an 
occupation just suited to me. I do not try to mend 
my Maker's works, but surely the works of Nature 
may be turned as I please. And to show you I was not 
slow about making you descend from your Parisian, 
your Engloisian, your Bathate schemes, I went over 
that moment to the house you mentioned ; it has a 
good prospect, and a bad, a very bad, aspect. It has 
a bank of earth before it and the sun, — no windows 
to the west, — nothing but the cold north, with 
distant views of verdure and sunshine, which it can 
never hope to partake of. In short, I would as soon 
be the soul of an unburied sinner wandering about 
the river Styx, as live in these houses. They have 
one poor parlour, and a tolerable room off a floor. £78 ! 
I would not take one of them gratis, unless it was for 
my son's sake; it would save him a jointure in a year's 
time. Now, mind you must not let Allan know who 
prates you this account ; for I dare say you would 
not willingly make me an enemy. In reality, they 
are bad unwholesome houses. But I have a great 
mind to determine your motions by fixing you in 
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George Street, where two excellent houses are to be 
let or sold. 

You have no notion of our city now; it has expand* 
ed itself prodigiously ; these houses lie in the eye of 
the sun, just by the Meadow, of easy access for car- 
riages; and will have markets, and every thing con- 
venient, even a chapel! You have many acquain- 
tances in that street, — the Carres, Brown, Eliston, 
Pringle, Crichton, Mrs Carr, Cavers, Captain Napier 
and his wife, your cousin, &c. Cousin Baird has 
advertised all this land to sell ; and, as we will pro- 
bably be to flit, I would think of your little house if 
I were not determined against the north side of the 
town. Now I think on't, I will take Scot of Harden's 
house for you directly ; it has garden, coach-house, &c. 
&c., and then your avarice will speak for itself. I shall 
also secure you in a wife, without putting you to any 
trouble about resolving. Make ye friends with Lord 
Monbodo ? no, that's out of my power : I have not 
now such influence with him as I have had ; but I can 
teach you a way to bring it about when you come 
down. Manager's box in the playhouse ; Mrs Ross ; 
Cards ; not play at cards? Goodness ! how little you 
know of our world. Dear man, you can be member 
of the Capilaire, and then have Sunday set apart for 
that and topeing,^ besides parties all the week long. 
I confess the ladies are still backward in that article, 
which is owing either to that jade Fortune, or these 
day's husbands, I can't tell which. But no fear, 
come along; bring you tricks (?) we shall find objects 
for them. As for the Godly, there is not one here. 
They are all gone to England to Whitefield and 
Wesley. Even Peggie Kyle is now a candlemaker, 

^ This seems to be in aliiision to some Terj wicked dab then in 
existence in Edinburgh. 
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and not a preacher. AH, all are worshippers of 
Mammon. I am to dine with Baron Mure to-morrow, 
and shall remember you. The Baron is quite sober, 
and Mrs Mure drinks hard ; every thing is changed 
since you were here — quite topsy-turvy. I am grown 
a gadder. I hate any man that's above sixteen : your 
Joseph is one of my greatest Joes. There's young 
Balcarres, young Culloden,^ young Newton Don, young 
Crichton, and many more ; they are by far the finest 
company. 

I intend going to East Lothian some time in the 
holidays to see poor Sir Hew Dalrymple and cousin 
Baird. You see I have answered all your commis- 
sions faithfully.^ want the size, complexion, age, 
and fortune of your' me that and the thing 

is done. Your house is taken, and we expect you in 
April, the good season. 

I wish you could send me Bogle's Black Rod 
pamphlet; I can't get it. Pray be good to poor 
Rousseau. You are a good Christian after all. It was 
jealousy alone, and over affection for you, that put 
him mad. 

List of your friends: Chas. St Clair and family 
happy with a grandson. Carres, elegant, well, and 
easy. Lord Alemoor in the gout. Jock Swinton (who 
is proud of your remembrance) is well, sober, and 
diligent. Adam never writes; I am angry at him 
just now ; but I know what he waits for — La. Bal- 
carres and her lovely lasses in town for the winter* 
The town is too big, and I am the reverse of you ; 
I am grown too little,, and hide myself in my own 
shell. I am yours failhfuUy. 

1 Mr Forbes of CuUoden, the son of the President. 
* Pieces torn off. 
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XXIII. 

From TuRGOT. 

1. 

Sends him the Bishop de LATaor's ftmenl oration on the King of Poland — 
Sends programme of a paper on Commerce which he has promised to the 
Academy — Desires Hnme*s opinions on the same subject — the Eeonomio 
Philosophers — Wishes Pitt had more of Da Qaesnay's opinions — Fears 
he may be interested in keeping up in England a jealousy of trade* 
equally prejudicial both to that country and France — Hume's quarrel 
with Rousseau — Turgot's opinions regarding it — Gives also De Male- 
sherbe's ideas on the subjecty and relates an anecdote from him regarding 
Rousseau and the Pnblidier Gutein — Tries to excuse Rousseauyand shows 
that no taint can be attached to Hume's reputation from any of the 
circumstances of the quarrel — Considerations regarding the printing of 
the quarrel — D'Alembert wishes the manuscript sent to Paris first — 
Morellet joins him — Hopes he will not be discouraged from doing good — 
Protestations of friendship. 

A Paris, le 23 JtUUeC 1766. 

M. l'Eveque DE Lavaur, en partant poor la Bre- 
tagne, m'a charge, monsieur, de vons adresser de sa 
part I'oraison funebre qu'il a faite da Roi de Pologne 
anssitot que j'en trouverois Toccasion. M"* de L'Espi- 
nasse m'en annonce une, dont je profite avec grand 
plaisir pour me rappeler aussi k votre souvenir. Je 
crois que vous serez content de Foraison funebre, et il 
n'y a aucun suffrage dont I'auteur puisse etre aussi 
flatte que le v6tre. 

Je suis tente de vous envojer en meme tems une 
bagatelle d'un genre bien different ; c'est le programme 
d'un prix academique que je me suis avise de pro- 
mettre sur un sujet dont nous avons quelques fois 
dispute. Le meilleur moyen de terminer cette ques- 
tion, comme toutes les autres, est de la faire discnter 
par le public. J'ai tache d'exposer nettement Fetat 
de la question, et les differentes faces sous lesquelles 
on pent la consid^rer. Je voudrois bien que vous 
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pus8iez*ayoir le tems de nous donner vos idees. Nous 
recerrions les pieces quoiqu'en Anglois. Nos philo- 
sophes economiques, sectatenrs de Quesnay, soutien- 
dront fortement le sjsteme de leur maitre. C'est an 
sjsteme dont les ecrivaios Anglois sont fort ^loignes 
qnant a present ; et il est trop difficile d'en concilier 
les princlpes avec I'ambition de monopoliser le com- 
merce de Fanivers, pour esperer qu'ils Tadoptent d'ici 
a long-tems. II seroit, cependant, bien k desirer que 
M. Pitt et tons ceux qui conduisent les nations 
pensassent comme Quesnay sur tons les points. J'ai 
bien peur que Yotre fameux demagogue ne suive des 
principes tout diflKrens, et ne se croie interesse k en- 
tretenir dans votre nation le prdjuge que vous avez 
appele Jeahtisi of Trade. Ce seroit grand malheur 
poor les deux nations. Je crois, cependant, T^puise- 
ment assez egal de part et d'autre pour que cette folie 
ne fut pas longue. II faut esperer qu'elle n'aura pas 
lieu, et que la paix yous permettra d'effectuer les pro- 
messes que YOUS aYez faites a yos amis de ce pays-ci, 
de roYenir les Yoir. Je m'etois bien flatty de yous y 
retrouYcr a mon retour de Limousin, et je ne suis pas 
un de ceux a qui cette priYation a 4i6 le moins sensible. 
J'ai pris aussi bien de la part au cbagrin que yous 
a caus^ TextraYagance et I'ingratitude de Rousseau. 
Je me trouYai dernierement chez M"®. de L'Espinasse, 
lorsque M. D'Alembert re9ut Yotre lettre. L'Abb^ 
Morellet y Yint aussi. Nous nous reunimes tous dans 
le meme aYis, et D'Alembert se chargea de yous ^crire 
nos communes reflexions. Jcyous avoue, cependant, que 
mon premier pencbant aYoit et^ de yous conflrmer dans 
le parti auquel yous incliuez, de ne pa^ imprimer quant 
a present, et je ne suis rcYenu k I'aYis commun que 
d'apr^s la consideration que les choses n'etoient plus 
entieres : que Yotre premiere lettre au B^rpn D'Hol- 
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bach avoit ei6 aussi publique qu'elle p&t Tetre ;*qu'aux: 
jenx de tons les partisans de Roussean, qni sont en 
grand nombre, vons ^tiez devenu son accnsateur, et, 
comroe tel, oblige de justiiier les imputations et lea. 
qualifications dont vous I'aviez noirci. 

Quelques personnes ont eu depuis des id^es diffe- 
rentes. Je vous citerai en particulier M. De Males- 
herbes, qui a Fextrait de votre lettre et de celle de 
Jean-Jacques. Vous sayez Tint^ret vif qu'il a tou- 
jours pris, et qu'a Tenthousiasme assez naturel qu'in- 
spire r^loquence de cet auteur, il joint un sentiment 
fond^ sur la connoissance personnelle de Thomme. II 
croit que les torts, qu'il a eus avec vous, peuvent 
s'expliquer par la seule violence de son caractere, 
aussi imp^tueux que defiant, sans etre oblig^ de 
recourir aux manoeuvres r^fl^cbies dont vous Tavez 
cru coupable. II a dit qu'il a vu une scene toute sem- 
blable k la votre, qui s'etoit pass^e vis a vis da 
Libraire Gu^rin, auquel Rousseau avoit de tres 
grandes obligations. Quelques circonstances ayant fait 
trainer en longueur I'impression d'Emiky Rousseau 
s'imagina que Gu^rin, qui ^toit assez lie avec les 
Jesuites, leur avoit communique son manuscrit, et 
s'etoit entendu avec eux pour le perdre. II ecrivait 
a ce libraire, son ami et son bienfaiteur, une lettre 
toute semblable k celle qu'il vous a 65rite. Ce fut 
M. De Malesherbes qui se chargea lui-meme de 
remettre la lettre de Rousseau. II eut toutes les peines 
du monde k le faire revenir de cette extravagance, et 
alors il montra un repentir aussi vif que I'avoit 6t6 sa 
fureur. M. De Malesherbes a et^ temoin de plu- 
sieurs scenes de cette nature, d'apres lesquelles il 
est reste convain^u que Rousseau avoit la plus mal- 
heureuse facility de se livrer aux soup^ons les plus 
injustes et les plus insens^s centre ses meilleurs amis ; 
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qii'il s'abandonnoit alors a toute rimp^tnosite de son 
caractere, mais qu'il b'j avoit dans toate cette conduite 
ni manopuTre ni noircenr. D'aprds cette id^, si 
Rousseau avoit senlement vari^ sar I'art. de la pension 
— si apres avoir ced^ k vos conseils — a ceux de Milord 
Marechal, en consentant k Taccepter, il s'en ^toit 
repenti, — si votre crime k ses yeux ^toit, non d'avoir 
suppose nn consentement qu'il nieroit avoir donn^ 
ce qui seroit d'une mauvaise foi atroce, mais plutot 
d^avoir engag^ k donner ce consentement que la reso- 
lution de ses pens^s lui reprdsente comme son des- 
honneur — ^il j auroit, ce senible, dans son fait plus de 
folie que de noirceur. La lettre ne desavoue pas son 
consentement, ainsi seule elle n'^tablit pas sa ma- 
ncBuvre odieuse. Vous croyez avoir des preuves que 
plusieurs mois auparavant il pr^paroit cette scene, et 
lors meme qu'il paroissoit le plus gai. C'est Ik le 
point ddcisif, et c'est sur quoi vous ne devez pas 
eraindre de vous dtendre, car les preuves sont d'autant 
plus n^cessaires qu'une sc^l^ratesse aussi profonde et 
aassi atroce est v^ritablement inconcevable. On n'y 
voit point un intdret qui ait pu determiner ; celui de 
se targuer de refus d'une pension du roi seroit Tid^e 
du monde la plus absurde, apr^s avoir donn^ son con- 
sentement, avoir ^crit k Milord Marechal, remercie 
M. Conway et le General Graeme ; peut-il d^mentir 
ces t^moignages? — quand il n'y auroit que le votre seul, 
pourroit-il imaginer que dans la position ou vous etes 
vis k vis de liii, on ne vous croiroit pas par preference 
sur un fait qui se seroit passe entre vous deux ? Le 
motif de secouer les obligations qu'il vous a n'est pas 
plus vraisemblable. Je le concevrois s'il devoit vivre 
en societe avec vous, si son orgueil pouvoit jamais 
souffrir de I'espece d'avantage que vous donnoient sur 
loi les services que vous lui aviez rendus ; mais lors- 
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qu'il Tous ayait insults, vous ^tiez ddjk loin de lui. 
II ne devoit jamais passer sa yie ayec yeas, et 
par consequent jamais il ne deyoit sentir le poids de la. 
reconnoissance, s'ilestyrai qu'elle p^se tantasonorgueil. 
Voilk bien des motifs qai fesoient douter,non de son tort 
yis a yis de yous, mais que ce tort ait ^t^ pr^c^d^ d'une 
manceuyre r^fl^hie qui en constateroit la noirceur et 
Tatrocite. Vous trouyerez, peut-etre, que nous met- 
tons bien de la subtilit^ k ne trouyer dans Taction de 
Rousseau que de la folie. II est sur que yous qui avez 
present toutes les circonstances — ^yous pouyez juger 
beaucoup mieux que nous des principes de sa conduite. 
Mais il est bon que yous sachiez I'impression qu'a fait 
votre esprit sur des personnes a la y^rit^ pr^yenues 
pour Rousseau, mais qui certainement le sont encore 
plus pour yous — qui sayent que yotre caractere et 
yotre conduite ne peuyent etre exposes au plus l^er 
nuage, et qui, sur quelque fait que ce soit, n'auront pas 
le plus l^ger doute lorsque yous aurez parld. Je ne 
connois point du tout Rousseau, qui je n'ai yu que des 
instans dans le tems qu'il alloit chez le Baron d*Hol- 
bach ; mais je fais beaucoup de fond sur I'opinion de 
M. De Malesherbes, qui Fa connu intimement, et qui 
craint que yotre juste indignation ne yous ait induit 
en erreur sur le yrai principe des torts d'un homroe 
dont les torts les plus lagers seroient inexcusables. 
Au reste, il n'est personne dans ce pays-ci qui puisse 
imaginer que yotre reputation courre le plus l^r 
risque dans toute cette affaire. Personne au monde 
n'imaginera que yous ayez demand^ une pension pour 
Rousseau afin de le dishonorer, parceque, excepts 
lui, personne ne pensera qu'une pension I'eut d^shonor^. 
Quant k ce que le Roi d'Angleterre, ou plutot ses 
ministres, auroient ^t^ un pen compromis, il me semble 
que la folie de Rousseau, bien loin de yous noircir. 
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■ Tous exeuse, et qn*il est clair que, si Ton peut toob 

■ blamer, ce D'est que d'avoir mis trop de zele a lui 
f rendre semce, et de u'avoir pas assez craint les incon- 

s^uenceB de sa mauvaise tete. Quant aux accusa- 
tioos de Rousseau de vous etre entendu avec ses 
enDemis» je le r^pete, elles sent si extravagantes 
qu'elles ne peuvent pas trouver croyance aupres de ses 
meiUeurs amis, et qu'elles portent leur refutation avec 
elles. De tout cela, il resulte que I'impression et la 
ppblication de cette histoire ne peut avoir d'objet que 
de vous justifier des imputations de sc^l^ratesse de 
noirceur et d'atrocit^ que vous ayez faites a Rousseau, 
et dont il est impossible qu'il ne soit pas instruit. II 
est certain que si tous avez des preuyes de la manoeuvre 
dont vous le soup9onnez9 il est bon de les donner au 
public, et quelque facheux qu'il soit de voir I'humanit^ 
d^shonor^e par le caractere de ceux dont les talens 
lai font le plus d'bonneur, il est essentiel avant tout 
que le vrai soit connu, et qu'on ote a Thypocrite le 
masque qui le rend dangereux. 

Je pense que D'Alembert a insiste pour que vous 
nous envoyiez votre manuscrit avant de rien publier. 
Comme les amis de Rousseau sent principalement 
dans ce pays-ci, nous serous plus a portee de con- 
noitre exactement Teffet de Touvrage et de pr^voir 
les objections. KAbbe Morellet est sur cela entiere- 
ment de mon avis. Vous pouvez adresser les paquets 
a M. de Montigny pour en eviter le port a D'Alem- 
bert. Pour moi je crains d'etre en Limousin quand 
vous aurez fini I'ouvrage, car je dois partir au com- 
mencement de Septembre, et il y auroit de I'indiscre- 
tion a vous en demander une seconde copie. 

M*** Du Pre est a Montigny pour jusqu'au mois 
de Novembre. 

Adieu, monsieur. Je vous souhaite tout le bonheur 
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que merite la bonte de yotre ame; et je suia bien 
persuade que le mauvais succes que vous venez 
d'eprouver ne vous degoutera pas de faire du bien. 
Vous trouverez votre recompense en vous-meme, et 
Testime et Tamitie de tous les honnetes gens vous 
d^dommageront de Fingratitude d'un mechant on d^an 
fou. 

Personne ne desire plus que moi de meriter quelque 
part dans votre amitie, et n'est avec un attachement 
plus sincere, monsieur, votre tres humble et tres 
obeissant serviteur. 

2. 

Reguding Hame's quarrel with Ronssean — Different yiews of Roiusean's 
refasal of the pension — His strange and snspicious temper — Desires to 
excuse Rousseau, and to ooneiliate Hume — D'Holbach and Adam Smith — 
lUuess of the Cheralier Macdonald — In the postscript apologises for what 
he has said — Blames Walpole as the cause of all Rousseau's rancour. 

A Pariiy le 27 JuiUet 1766, au acir. 

Je me crois oblige, monsieur, de revenir sur quel- 
ques-unes des reflexions que je vous ai adressees der- 
nierement, sur la mauvaise querelle que Rousseau 
vous a faite. Les nouvelles circonstances que j ai 
apprises me font voir cette affaire sous uu jour un pen 
different, qui peut-etre exigera de vous des demarches 
plus d^iicates, que si elle eut ete telle que je la 
supposois d'abord. Vraisemblablement vos autres amis 
vous auront aussi fait part de leurs idees a ce sujet, 
et vos propres reflexions les auront prevenues; mais 
j'aime mieux vous dire tout ce que j'ai pense, au risque 
de barbouiller inutilement du papier, que de ne pas 
repondre pleinement a votre confiance. 

Je sors de chez le Baron d'Holbach, ou etoit votre 
ami M. Smith. U m'a appris que vous aviez en- 
voye a M^* De Boufflers la lettre de Rousseau a 
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M. Conway, et m'a beauconp surpris en me disant 
que cette lettre ne contenoit point un refas de la 
pension dans le cas ou elle ne seroit pas pnblique, 
mais seulement des regrets de ce que la circonstance 
dn secret priveroit Rousseau de la satisfaction de* 
faire eclater sa reconnoissance — ^le tout accompagne 
de reflexions chagrines, vagues, et obscures, qui 
paroissent relatives aux idees qu'il s'etoit formees de 
Yos pretendus torts avec lui. II deyient clair par la 
que la lettre outrageuse qu'il tous a ecrite n'est pas 
relative au refus de la pension, et ne renferme, comme 
je Tavois deja remarqu^, aucun desayeu du consente- 
ment qu'il vous avoit donue. 

Je n'ai pas vu la lettre meme que vous avez envoyee 
a M^* De Boufflers, parcequ'il y a si long-tems que je 
n'ai ete chez cette Dame que je ne pouvois honnete- 
ment Taller voir pour un sujet qui lui est etranger. 
Mais ce que M. Smith m'en a dit ne me parott 
nullement ^uivoque, quoique peut-etre le galimatias 
chagrin de la fin ait pu y en mettre pour M . Con- 
way et en consequence pour vous. D'apres ce fait, je 
crois qu'il faut chercher, a la conduite de Rousseau, 
une explication toute differente de celle qui s'etoit 
d'abord presentee a vous, et de celle que je vous avais 
communiquee par ma premiere lettre. Voici main- 
tenant ce que j'imagine. Vous avez fait, avant son 
depart de Paris, et je crois meme en sa presence, une 
plaisanterie bien legere sur son gout suppose pour les 
pers^utions.^ Cette plaisanterie a ete ins^ree par 
M. Walpole dans la lettre qui s'est r^paudue sur le 
nom du Roi de Frusse. Cette lettre est devenue 
publique en Angleterre ; elle a donne lieu a une 

^ That Hume had saggested this sarcasm against Rousseau, was 
a mistake into which several people had fallen at the time. See 
"Life of Hume," rol. ii. p. 322. 
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lettre de Roasseau dans les papiers publics, ou il en 
paro$t am^rement affecte. M. Walpole, ou d'autres 
gens pour lui, ont replique par deux ou trois plaisan- 
teries qui certainement Tauront pique jusqu'au ▼££ 
Or, avec le caractere sombre et soup90Qneux de Rous- 
seau, rimpression profonde que ces plaisanteries out 
faites sur son ame, ros liaisons avec M. Walpole et 
avec la soci^te du Baron d'Holbach, la circonstance 
de cette plaisanterie employee par M. Walpole et 
qu'il sayoit etre originairement de yous, — ^il n'a peat- 
etre fallu qu'un mot, un rapport ambigu, pour enflam- 
mer son imagination, et lui faire regarder comme 
certaine la chimere la plus absurde. La petite super- 
cherie de M. Davenport s'^toit liee k tout T^difice 
de ses soup9ons ; vous etiez present, et Timpression 
s'est effacee prompteroent ; — ^roais quand il a ete lirr^ 
a lui-meme dans la solitude, son ame s'est de nou- 
veau dchauffee, ses soup9ons sont revenus plus violens 
que jamais, la &usse interpretation que tous avez 
donnee, vous et M. Conway, a la lettre ecrite a celui- 
ci lui a paru une demonstration de vos trabisons, et 
c'est alors qu'il yous a ^rit cette lettre extravagante, 
qui TOUS a si cruellement agite. 

Si cette explication est juste— ce que vous pouvez 
mieux que nous reconnoitre parle detail des circonstan- 
ces, — Rousseau n'est assurement pas excusable, mais 
sa faute devient d'un genre diif(^rent. EUe n'est plus 
Teffet d'une mancduvre pr^ra^ditee de sang froid, pr^- 
par^e long-tems a I'avenir, masqu^e par les apparences 
de la reconnoissance et de Tamiti^, dict^ par le projet 
sot et noir tout a la fois de se manager la gloire du refus 
blatant d'une grace a laquelle il avoit consenti par 
^crit, et de se d^gager de toute obligation envers un 
bienfaiteur qu'il ne doit jamais revoir. C'est un trait 
de violence, de folie, une saillie de son caractere sombre, 
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defiant, impetueux ; ce n'est point une noirceur re- 
fl^ehie, une sc^l^ratesse atroce. Son ingratitude 
enyexs tous est reelle, mais elle n'est point pr^m^dit^e. 
L'esp^ce d'erreur ou vons avez 6t6 sur ce point ne 
laisse pas d'etre affligeante, par la publicity qu elle 
TOUS a mis dans le cas de donner a tos imputations ; 
et je Grains qu'il n'en rdsulte quelque embarras par la 
conduite que vous avez a tenir. Toutes les accusa- 
tions de Rousseau, tout le syst^me de perfidie que 
son imagination yous a pret^, ne doivent pas yous 
causer la plus l^gere inquietude ; quand meme il auroit 
I'lmprudence ou Timpudence d'en porter ses plaintes au 
public, il ne pourroit que se dishonorer en pure perte. 
Je ne crois pas que personne au roonde imagine que 
▼ous I'ayez mend en Angleterre pour le dishonorer, et 
fufisiez-Yous moins connu que yous ne I'etes, yous 
n'auriez encore, suiyant moi,rien acraindre, parcequ'un 
tel trait n'est pas point dans la nature. 

La seule reflexion a laquelle les accusations de 
Rousseau donneroient lieu, c'est que yous ayez 6t6 la 
dupe de yotre bon cceur, et cela ne yous feroit nul 
tort. Vous deyez done etre parfaitement tranquille 
sur le fond de I'afiaire; et peut-etre meme, ayant Teclat 
qu'elle a fait, Rousseau lui-meme aurait-il retracts ses 
extrayagances. Ce qu'il y a de facheux c'est qu'une 
erreur Idg^re, jointe a I'indignation la plus juste, ait 
mis dans le cas de rendre cette affaire publique des le 
premier moment. Par la les soup9ons de Rousseau, 
qu'il eut 6i6 d'abord facile de detruire, seront con- 
firmds dans sa tete, et il n'en reyiendra peut-etre 
jamais. II pensera et dira que sa lettre a M. Con- 
way dtoit claire, et que yous n'y ayez supposd de 
I'dquiyoque que pour ayoir un prdtexte de le dishonorer, 
de lui imputer une conduite bizarre, un orgueil ex- 
travagant, une mauyaise foi par laquelle il aurait 
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eompromis et Toua, et M. Conway, et le Roi d'Aogle- 
terre. II pensera et dira que par la publicity qae 
Tous avez donn^e a cette aventure, c'est tous qui avez 
manqn^ au Roi d'Angleterre, en divnlguant Toffire de 
cette pension qui devoit etre secrete. 

Si la supposition du refiis, et la fausse id^ ou a ^t^ 
en consequence M. Conway que Rousseau ne desiroit 
Foffre que pour avoir la gloire du refiis, a fait man- 
quer Taffaire de sa pension, il dira encore que yous 
Tavez engag^ a consentir a cette pension pour lui 
faire perdre la reputation de son d^sint^ressement, et 
que TOUS avez ensuite cherch^ a jetter de I'^uiyoqne 
sur ce consentement pour lui faire perdre en meme 
terns I'ayantage de la pension, et le rendre m^prisable 
et odieux au Roi d'Angleterre. Ceux qui se con* 
noissent en honnetes gens ne croiront pas un mot de 
tout cela, mais ils yous plaindront d'aYoir donn^ prise 
sur YOUS a cette homme par une erreur, et par une 
trop grande promptitude a laisser parottre une indig- 
nation tres naturelle et trds juste, centre I'outrage 
le plus odieux de la part d'un homme que yous avez 
combie de biens. Si je ne me trompe pas dans cette 
fa^on de Yoir, Yotre position est un pen embarrassante, 
parceque yous etes dans le cas d'aYoir un tort yIs a 
Yis d'un homme qui en a de plus graves encore. Yotre 
tort en lui-meme est souverainement excusable, puis- 
qu'il est Teffjet du premier mouvement le plus juste 
qui fut jamais. Mais ce tort, joint a I'erreur qui a 
precede et a la publicity qui a suivi, a produit un mal 
tres r^el; et ce mal r^el et cette publicity confirmeront 
Rousseau dans ses torts, les justifieront a ses yeux, et 
lui fourniront I'occasion de les aggraver. Dans le 
premier point de vue que nous voyions Taffaire, yous 
n'aviez a craindre que les accusations de Rousseau, et 
leur absurdity pouvoit et devoit vous assurer pleine- 
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ment et vous dispenser de toute pr^cantion. Dans le 
second point de vue, ce n'est point des soup^ons de 
Rousseau que vous arez a vous justifier, c'est des 
accusations que vous avez r^pandues centre lui dans vos 
lettres a des gens qui vous savez avoir ^t^ ses ennemis, 
et qui ne les ont pas tenues secretes, com me en effet 
vous ne le d^iriez pas. Dans T^claircissement, il 
resfce a Rousseau un tort reel et tres grave, ms^is qui 
n'est ni du meme genre ni aussi noir que vous I'aviez 
Buppos^. II est embarrassant de vous donner conseil, 
et quoique vous ajez desir^ d'avoir mon avis, je 
crains qu'il n'y ait de Tindiscrdtion a moi de vous 
dire tout ce que je pense ; mais je me flatte que vous 
n'y verrez qu*un effet de I'interet bien sincere que je 
prends aux peines que vous a caus^es une action hon- 
nete, dont vous ne devez recueillir qu'une satisfaction 
pure, et dont vous devez tonjours recueillir une gloire 
qu^aucune Equivoque ne temisse. 

Je crois que le meilleur parti k prendre est dans 
cette affaire, comme dans toutes les autres, de se tenir 
k la verite dans toute sa simplicite, et si vous vous 
etes en effet trompe, de le dire le premier, et a Rous- 
seau et a vos amis et meme au public. Je ne doute 
pas que vous ne pensez comme moi, et que vous ne 
vous croyez bien plus oblige de vous expliquer si vous 
avez quelque tort que si vous avez eu pleine et eutiere 
raison. Vous n'etes assurement pas dans le cas de 
demander pardon a Rousseau : il a des torts trop essen- 
tiels avec vous, et vous ne perdez rien du droit ou vous 
etes de lui demander compte de ces soup9ons atroces. 
Ce que vous avez a dire a done trois objects. 1"*. D'ex- 
poser I'etonnement oii vous a jette la lettre de Rousseau, 
de la traiter avec le mepris qu'on doit k une veritable 
extravagance, et de le sommer de I'expliquer sur les 
motifs de ces soupcjons absurdes. 2*. D'avouer franche- 
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ment la fausse interpretation que yoos avez donnee 
a Ba lettre. 3^. De yous excnser sar la publiciie 
que YOUS aYez donnee a cette affaire, et asfiurement 
Texonse n'est pas difficile; — le tout ecrit aYec simpli- 
city, moderation, et fermete. Ce seroit k Rousseau lui- 
roeme que je Youdrois enYoyer ce papier, et ne me 
decider sur la publication que d'apres sa conduite. 
J'irois meme jusqu'k lui offrir de le publier aYec ses 
explications,ou, pour mieux dire, ses retractations. S'il 
^toit de bonne foi, et qu'il reYint sur ses idees, cette 
explication donnee au public de concert, termineroit 
cette affaire de la maniere la plus satisfaisante pour 
tous deux. S'il s'obstine, alors yous imprimeriez seal, 
Yous donneriez les pieces au public, yous diriez la 
Yerite. Vous yous condamneriez de bonne foi sur vos 
legeres erreurs, et certainement le public yous rendroit 
une pleine justice sur le fond. Je suppose que Taffaire 
de la pension eut ete r^tablie en faYeur de Rousseau 
secretement on aYec publicite, car maintenant ce 
seroit le secret de la coroedie, cela me paroit necessaire 
pour lui oter les inductions quMl tireroit de la suppres- 
sion, et dut-il encore payer d'ingratitude ce nouYeau 
service, yous n'etes pas k une action genereuse pres. 
Voilk des conseils donnes bien k la hate, mais yous les 
rectifierez par yos reflexions et par une connoissance 
plus praise des circonstances de detail. Je souhaite 
que YOUS en excusiez la longueur, et peut-etre Tinutilite, 
en faveur du sentiment qui ine les dicte. Je crois 
Texplication necessaire Yis k Yis de Rousseau, parce- 
qu'il ne faut pas laisser compliquer Taffaire, qui 
s'embrouilleroit de plus en plus. 

L'Abbe de Veri me mande que Le Ch'. Macdonald^ 
est dans un etat fort inqui^tant par les suites d'une 

' Sir James Maodonald. See above, p. 46. 
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hnmeiir de goutte et de rheamatiBine, qui se jette snr sa 
poitrine, et qui lui cause des etouffemens et des pal- 
pitations. J'en snis tres afflige, et vous le serez cer- 
tainement beaacoup. 

J'ai Hionneur d'etre, ayec un inyiolable attachement, 
monsiear, votre tres humble et tres obeissant serviteur. 

MercredU 30. — Ma lettre n'^tant point partie 
Inndi, je rouvre pour la relire. EUe est ecrite bien 
k la hate, peut-etre ai-je mis k la chose trop 
d'importance. L'Abbe Morellet craint que votre 
bonne ame n'en soit chagrinee. Je serois bien fache 
de Tous causer le moindre ainertume. J'ai suivi en 
^rivant Timpression du moment. Vous la jugerez, et 
voos me pardonnerez si j'ai eu tort. Ce qu'il 7 a de 
sur c'est qu'en quelque terns qiie ce soit je crois utile 
de dire la verite dans tout son detail. C'est le seul 
moyen de determiner nettement toute querelle. Je 
yiens de voir Textrait que L'Abb^ Morellet m'a 
montre de la nouvelle lettre de Rousseau dont vous 
rendez compte k D'Alembert. Ces absurdites portent 
leur refutation avec elles. Je crois encore que leur 
folic diminue beaucoup de Tatrocite. Mon principe 
de dire toute verite me conduiroit k penser que M. 
Walpole doit k vous et k D'Alembert I'aveu de cette 
lettre, qui est la cause primitive de cette malhenreuse 
affaire, comme nous Tavions assez bien devine ici. Je 
vous reit^re les assurances de Tattachement le plus 
sincere, et du devoir extreme que j'ai de meriter votre 
amitie. 
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3. 

Has JQBt returned from Normandy — D'Alembert gires him tidings of Hume 
— ^Again disoosses Ronasean's qnarrel, and adTises Hnme to print hi0 ae- 
ooont of it in jnstifioation of his own motives, Ronssean haring defied him 
to do so — Thoughts on taxation — Wishes Hume's ideas on the sabject — 
Effeot of indirect taxation on the landed proprietors — Simile of plucking the 
hen withont making it cry — Is sorry to differ in opinion with Hame; bat 
trusts it will not deprive him of his friendship. 

A Paris, U 7 Septembre 1766. 
J'ai trouve ici, monsieur, Totre lettre du 5 Aoixt, k 
mon retour d'un voyage que j'ai ete foire en Normandie. 
D'Alembert, qui venoit alors de recevoir votre recit 
de I'Histoire de Rousseau avec les lettres que vous y 
avez ins^rees, me Ta communique. Je vous crois a 
present si ennuye de cette affaire que je ne sais si je 
dois encore tous en parler. M. De Montigni m'a cepen- 
dant dit que vous desiriez de savoir mafa^on de penser. 
Vous imaginez bien qu'elle ne pent pas etre douteuse 
sur le fond de Faffaire, et je crois qu'excepte Rousseau, 
et peut-etre M"® Le Vasseur, il n'y a personne dans 
le monde qui sMmagine, ni qui eut jamais imagine, que 
vous avez mene Rausseau en Angleterre pour le 
trahir, et a qui sa longue lettre et ses demonstrations 
ne fassent pitie. Mais je vous avoue que j'y vois 
toujours plus de folic que de noirceur. J'y vois des 
sophismes dont une imagination se sert pour empoi- 
sonner les circonstances les plus simples, et les trans- 
former au gre de la manie qui I'occupe. Mais je ne 
crois point que ces extravagances soient un jeu joue, 
et un pretexte pour secouer le poids de la reconnois- 
sauce qu'il vous doit. II paroit sentir lui-meme que 
personne ne le croira, et qu'il se couvre d'opprobre 
du moins pour le moment aux yeux du public. II 
avoue qu'il sacrifie et son interet et meme sa reputa- 
tion : et il est certain que cette affaire lui fait un tort 
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irreparable, Fisole du genre hmnaiii, et lui 6te tout 
i^pni centre les persecntions aaxqnelles ses opmion8»et 
encore pins ces traits de samisanthropie, Texposeront 
tonjouTS. Je persiste done a ne le croire que fon ; et 
je sois afflige que I'impression trop viye qn'a taite but 
▼ons sa folie vons ait mis dans le cas de la faire 
edater et de la rendre irremediable ; ear le bmit qn'a 
fait Yotre lettre an Baron, est ponr Ronssean nne 
demonstration que ses conjectures etoient fondees sar 
la yerite meme. II a Men mande a Madame de 
Bonfflers qn'il ne se plaignoit pas, et que cette lettre 
qui Yons a donne lien de le diffamer comme le dernier 
des hommes n'etoit ecrite qu'a Tons. L'edat que 
Tons aTez fait lui a fait tout le mal possible, et sa 
lettre ne Tons en a fait ancnn. Les gens senses qni 
se mettront k votre place sentiront combien ce mouTe- 
ment de TiTacite etoit natnrel, en Toyant tant de 
serrices payes par tant d'ontrages; ancnns n'excnseront 
Rousseau d'aToir con^u des sonp9ons aussi atroces 
sur des motifs aussi friToles: mais quelques-nns de tos 
amis, et moi en particulier, regretteront que tous tous 
soyez laisse aller k cette premiere impression, et que 
TOUS ne TOUS soyez pas contente de repoudre simple- 
ment k Rousseau qu'apparemment il etoit deTenu 
fou, sans en ecrire k Paris aTant d'aToir tu le fond de 
ces soup9ons. 

J'ai lu aTec attention la lettre de R. k M. Conway. 
Elle contient sans doute un refus pour le moment, 
mais il est certain que M. Conway et tous, tous 
TOUS etes trompes si tous y aTez tu qu'il exigeait que 
la pension fat publique, et qu'il fit de ce changement 
la condition de son acceptation. Votre erreur k cet 
egard a ete pour lui une confirmation de ces soup9ons, 
et pent-etre a-t-elle contribue k tous tromper dans la 
suite sur les motifs de sa conduite, et k tous faire 
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substittter un systeme de noirceur reflechie, k Textra- 
Tagance sombre et soap^onneuse dont youb avez 4te 
jostement blesse, mais dont RousBeau se troave etre 
cruellement la victime. Sa grande lettre expliqae 
tout. II est clair qu'il n'a ref ase la pension que parce 
qu'il ne vonloit pas vous la devoir, et non ponr se faire 
aux yeux da peuple an merite de son refas. II con- 
vient que vous Tavez demandee de son aveu : on voit 
^videmment que la lettre de M. Walpole, qu'il a sotte- 
ment imputee k D'Alemb^rt, est cause de tout; et que 
c*eBt sa publication dans les papiers publics qui a 
fait revivre les pueriles remarques qui remplissent sa 
lettre, et auxquelles il n'auroit sans cela fait aucune 
attention sdrieuse. 

Dans toute cette affaire, il s'en faut beaucoup que 
je trouve M. Walpole innocent. Je trouve la 
plaisanterie sur Rousseau, dans le monlent ou il I'a 
faite, une chose tr^s malhonnete. J'en ai eu cette 
id^e des le premier moment, et les effets qa'elle a 
produits ne sont pas propres k me faire changer d'ayis. 
Je n'ai pas vu sans une sorte d'indignation, Fair de 
triomphe de cette homme sur un ^venement dont il 
est la cause. 

Apres Yous avoir dit aussi franchement mon avis, 
vous serez surpris, peut-etre, de me voir presque revenu 
a I'avis de faire imprimer. La folic de Rousseau est 
telle qu'il a ecrit ici diff&rentes lettres, dans lesquelles 
il regarde votre trahison comme si constante, et les 
demonstrations comme si terrassantes pour vous, qu'il 
vous defie de publier les pi^es sans vous deshonorer, 
a moins que vous ne les falsifiez : ce ne sont pas ses 
termes, mais e'en est le sens. Si cette esp^ de defl 
devenoit public k un certain point, et faisoit plus 
d'impression en Angleterre qu'il n'en peat faire en 
France, peut-etre serez-vous oblige d'imprimer. Mais 
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fen ce cas, je voudrois retrancher tout recit, tonte impu- 
tation de mensonge, toutes notes, excepte quelques- 
nnes DecesBaireB pour retablir simplement lea faita 
importans» comme celui de la acene qui a'est paasee 
la veille de son depart pour Wooton. Encore voudrois- 
je que dans ces notea vous disiez simplement le fait, 
sans traiter Rousseau de menteur, sans vons abaisser a 
le prouTer. Vous deyez etre cru sur ce que vous direz, 
et vous le serez. Je ne mettrois autre chose a la tetet 
si non que les discours r^pandus sur la querelle, &c. 
et Tesp^e de d^fi que M. Rousseau vous fait d'en 
publier ce qui s'est pass^ vous obligent a regret ^ 
publier les accusations de M. Rousseau centre vous, 
et que vous croyez leur publication une rdponse suf- 
fisante. Voila quel est actuellement mon penchant. 
Mais comme je ne vois a cela rien de pressd, je crois 
que vous ferSz bien de vous donner tout le terns d'y 
Ti&6chir. Plus vous mettez dans cette affaire de 
moderation et meme d'indifference, plus le tort de 
Rousseau deviendra Evident. 

Je ne sais pourquoi vous avez cru que ceux qui 
voudroient soutenir que I'impot indirect est favorable 
aux propridtaires des terres, seroient exclus k con- 
courir k mon prix. Je vous assure que si vous voulez 
nous donner un m^moire ou la queation soit envisage 
sur ce point de vue, il sera tres-bien re9u. II est 
vrai que les explications semblent dinger les auteurs 
k Tenvisager sous un autre. Mais c'est qu'en effet 
j'ai donne le prix plutot pour engager k travailler sur 
Tappreciation des effets de Timpdt indirect, evaluation 
encore incertaine pour moi, quant a la quotitd, que 
pour faire traiter la question generate, sur laquelle j'ai 
une conviction entiere. 

J'ai dit qu'on convenoit que I'impot indirect retora- 
boit en entier sur les proprietaires; parce qu'en effet 
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j'ai era que la plus grande partie de ceux-memes qui 
defendoient Timpot indirect pour d'autres raisons, en 
convenoient sortout depuis qaiuze k vingt ans, et par- 
ce que la plus grande partie des gens avec qui j'ai eu 
occasion de converser sur cette matiere en conyenoient. 
Je sais bien que la pratique de tons les gouver- 
nemens n'est nuUement conforme k ce principe ; mais 
1*, vous sarez aussi bien que moi que les prinoipes 
pratiques de tons les gouvernemens ne se changent 
pas aussi aisement que les principes speculatifs. Le 
systeme des finances de tons les peuples s'est forme 
dans des terns ou Ton reflechissoit pen sur ces 
matieres ; et quand on sera bien convaincu qu'il est 
etabli sur des fondemens ruineux, on aura encore 
beaucoup de peine, et Ton sera bien du terns h. 
deranger une machine toute montee, et a en sub- 
stituer une autre: vous savez aussi tout^comme moi 
quel est le grand but de tons gouyememens de la 
terre — Soumission et argent. On cherche, comme on 
dit» a plumer la poule sans la faire crier — or, ce sont 
les proprietaires qui crient, et Ton a toujours mieux 
aime les attaquer indirectment, parce qu'alors ils ne 
s'apercoivent du mal que quand la chose a passe en 
droit, et que d'ailleurs les lumieres ne sont pas encore 
assez repandues, ni les principes assez clairement 
d^montres, pour qu'ils attribuent le mal qu'ils souffrent 
k sa veritable cause. Je suis toujours fache de ne 
me pas trouver du meme avis que vous. Mais je 
compte sur votre tolerance, et j'espere que mes 
heresies ne me priveront point des droits que me 
donnent k votre amitie les sentimens que vous m'avez 
inspires. J'ai bien regrette le pauvre Ch' Macdonald. 
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Letter sent by Mr Franoia — Complimenta to Home on his position in the 
Ministry, but doubts if such a whirl of business be farourable to a man of 
letters— Rousseau's quarrel — ^Excuses himself fW>m the title Hume gires 
bim of a sealous friend of Rousseau — His esteem is for his works — Pro* 
fesses attachment to Hume — Incidence of imposts — The true reyenue of a 
eonntry — ^Rate of wages not influenced by taxation, but by the supply and 
demand — Current and fundamental prices distinguished — Equilibrium of 
wages— Men do not labour to the full extent of their powers — Enumerates 
other subjects on which he wished to touch — A sermon preached by legis- 
lation to highway robbers. 

A Paris, le 25 Man 1767. 

Je profite, monBienr, de roccasion de Mr Francis 

p«ur m'acquitter d'une reponse que je voua dois 

depois bien long-terns, et pour vous faire en mSme terns 

men compliment sur la place que vous occupez dans 

Totre ministere — si tant est que ce soit un compliment 

k faire k un bomme de lettres, de se trouyer jette dans 

le tourbillon des affaires: quant k moi, je recevrois 

de bien meilleur cceur un compliment sur un eve* 

nement qui me delivreroit des affaires pour me rendre 

aux lettres ou a la liberte. Quoi qu'il en soit, et 

quels que soyent tos sentimens sur cet eyenement, je 

les partage, et j'y prends Tinteret que je prendrai 

toujours k ceux qui yous concemeront. 

J'etois k Limoges an milieu des courses de mon 
departement lorsque M. D'Alembert me fit passer 
yotre seconde lettre sur Jean-Jacques, qui n'est point 
datee. Je ne pouyois pas y repondre alors, et depuis 
mon retour k Paris j'ai attendu le depart de Mr 
Francis, qui etoit annonce depuis quelque tems. 
J'hesite k yous parler encore de ce sujet, dont yous 
ayez ete si ennuye ayec raison, et sur lequel je yois 
par une nouyelle lettre que M. D'Alembert a re9ue 
depuis pen de jours, que yous ayez encore a yous 
plaindre du silence de Rousseau apres des preuyes 
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claires de la faussete de ses soup^ons. D'aillenrs, 
pour B'expliqner de si loin, il fskxA des volnmes; et 
avec des Tolames on ne parvient pas encore k 
s'enteudre parfaitement, parce qae les plus legeres cir- 
constances, envisagees differemment, font interpreter 
les expressions d'une mani^re toute contraire k Tin- 
tention de Tecriyain. Je vois, par exemple» par les 
details ou yoqs entrez, et par la peine que toils preuez 
pour T0U8 defendre, qne vons arez era mes reflexions 
dictees par mon attachement ponr Roossean, dont 
Tons m'appelez a zealous Jrtend^^et dont vous dites 
aillears qne je snis si engone, so fond. En conse- 
qnence, vous me savez tr^s bon gre de yous dire qme 
je ne crois pas qu'apr^s le defi pnblic de Ronsseau 
Tons pnissiez tous dispenser de rendre ses lettres 
pnbliqnes ; et je pnis bien Tons assnrer qn'ancnn autre 
motif n'a dicte tout ce que je tous ai ecrit que mon 
attachement pour tous — attachement tr^s reel et 
fonde sur une connoissance personnelle ; an lieu que je 
ne puis en aToir aucun pour Rousseau personnellement, 
puisque je ne Tai jamais entendu causer qu'une demi- 
heure chez le Baron d'Holbach, il y a plus de douze 
ans. Je ne connois Rousseau que comme auteur, et, 
malheureusementy I'experience m'a bien detrompe de 
cette illusion, qui fait aimer I'homme sur la foi de ses 
Merits. Je dis, malheureusement — ^parce que cette illu- 
sion est bien douce, et que je ne Fai pas perdu sans 
beaucoup de regret. Je ne me defens pas d'estimer 
et d'aimer infiniment les ouTrages de Rousseau, 
non pas seulement k cause de son eloquence— -du 
moins, si Ton n'entend par eloquence que la beauts 
du langage ; car T^loquence de Rousseau a un charme 
bien ind^pendant du langage, et qui tient de tres 
pres k la partie morale de ses ^rits. II s'en &ut 
bien que je les juge, comme tous, nuisibles k 



TURCOT. 151 

rinteret da genre humain; je crois, au contraire, 
que c'est an des anteurs qai a le mi^ux eervi les 
moeors et Thamanite. Bien loin de lai reprocher de 
s'etre sar cet artiole trop ecart^ des idees commones, 
je crois, an contraire, qa'il a encore respects trop de 
prejng^. Je crois qn'il n'a pas march^ assez ayant 
dans la route ; mais c'est en saivant sa route que Ton 
anivera au but qui est de rapprocher les hommes de 
r^galit^, de la justice, et du bonheur. II faut nous 
entendre. Vous me ferez Thonneur de croire que je 
n'adopte pas ses ridicules paradoxes sur le danger des 
lettres^ et sur la destination de rhomme k la vie sau- 
^vage. Je les regarde ainsi comme vous — comme un 
jeu, une espece de tour de force d'^loquence. Rous- 
seau n'etoit point encore connu quand il s'engagea 
dans cette fausse route ; Tensemble de ses id^s n'etoit 
point encore form^. II s'imagina donner d'avantage 
en saisissant le cote paradoxal des sujets proposes par 
I'academie de Dijon. Ce malheureux'orgueil, dont je 
ne pretens pas assurement le justifier, I'a sans cesse 
conduit a entasser les paradoxes pour ne pas retracter 
le premier ; et son Emile est encore gat^ par les en- 
torses qu'il J donne quelques fois aux y^rit^s qu'il y 
6tablit pour les lier k ses anciennes folies. Je crois 
qu'en cela il y a de sa part un pen de charlatanerie, 
faite d'un amour propre tres-malentendu. Je ne le 
crois pas non plus de bonne foi dans son pretendu 
christianisme : mais, malgre ces'defauts, combien de 
Yerit6s utiles dans EmiJe — combien la marche qu'il pre- 
sente a I'education est puisee dans la nature — que d'ob- 
servations fines et neuves sur les developpemens succes- 
sifs de I'esprit et du coaur humain \ II prolonge un pen 
trop ce developpement. La nature va plus vite qu'il ne 
le dit ; mais elle suit la route qu'il trace, et il est le 
premier qui ait appris k la seconder sans la gener : et 
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c'est assQrement nne obligation eternelle que le genre 
humain lui atira. Et compterons-nous pour rien le 
contrat social ? A la verite, ce livre se reduit a la dis- 
tinction precise da sonverain et du gouvernement ; 
mais cette distinction presente one verite bien lami- 
neose, et qui me paroit fixer k jamais les idees sar 
I'inalienabilite delasouyerainete dupenpledans qnelque 
gouvernement que ce soit. Emile me paroit partout 
respirer la morale la plus pure qu'on ait encore donnee 
en le9ons, quoiqu'on puisse, selon moi, aller encore 
plus loin; — ^maisje me garderai bien de vous dire sar 
cela mes idees» car vous me jugerez peut-Stre encore 
plas fou que Rousseau. Je ne vous dirai done pas 
que je ne trouve la vraie morale dans aucun livre de 
morale, et que tout ce que j'en connois d'ecrit est epars 
9a et la dans les romans. Je ne vous dirai pas que 
c'est precisement parce que la morale des ecrits de 
Rousseau se rapproche davantage de celle des romans 
que je Testime' si fort, car je vous donnerois trop 
mauvaise idee de moi. Apres cette profession de foi 
sur Rousseau, considere comme auteur, je conviendrai 
sans peine, mais non sans regret, qu'il a des defauts qui 
rendent sa personne intolerable dans la societe, et qui 
Font fait tomber dans des fautes odieuses. II n'y a 
personne au monde qui puisse n'etre pas indigne de 
ses soup9ons centre vous. Quoique je ne les ai pas 
envisages tout-dr-fait comme vous, et que je ne les ai 
pas cms un pretexts imagine de mauvaise foi et par 
reflexion pour secouer les obligations qu il vous avoit; 
quoique je les ai regardes comme le fruit d'une 
imagination exaltee par Torgueil et la melancolie, je 
ne sens pas moins qu une ame honnete ne con9oit pas 
de pareils soup9ons centre un bienfaiteur, et qu'uoe 
defiance aussi atroce n'annonce pas un homme en qui 
on puisse prendre confiance. Je crois qu' sb present 
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RoTisseau est tr^s convaincn de la faussete de ces 
sonp^ons, et je le trouve inexcusable de ne pas 
revenir sur ses pas. Cependant je suis moins 
etonn^ de cette seconde faute qne de la premiere — 
TO, I'exces de son orgueil, et I'horreur qu'il anroit 
sans doute de se voir bumili^ devant yous apres 
la maniere dont yous I'aYez traite. Si j'ai dispute 
centre yous, ce n'etoit pas pour justifier Rousseau, 
parce que personne au monde ne pent le justifier. Mais 
je croyois — et je yous aYOue que je pense encore de 
meaie — que yous yous etiez trompe sur la maniere 
d'euYisager sa faute; et je Yoyois uyco peine qu*en 
YOUS defendant du fonds de I'accusation de Rousseau — 
Bur laquelle assurement yous n'aYiez aucun besoin de 
defense, et qui tomboit par son atrocity meme — yous 
YOUS donniez un leger tort Yis-a-Yis de lui, en lui 
supposant des Yues que je croyois qu'il n UYoit pas 
eues, et yous lui donniez, pour ainsi dire, un moyen 
de retablir le combat. II me sembloit qu'en yous 
bomant sans explication a faire imprimer les deux 
lettres, il etoit confondu de la maniere la plus acca- 
blante. Je sais bien qu'il Test ; mais les partisans de 
Rousseau disent encore — Mr Hume a pris cette 
affaire trop Yivement. Au reste, tout cela me paroit 
deYoir k present yous inquieter bien peu: les gens qui 
YOUS connoissent le moins du monde yous ont rendu 
une pleine justice, soit en France, soit en Angleterre; 
et je suis bien persuade que meme parmi les parti- 
sans de Rousseau qui yous connoissent le moins, 
aucun n'a ete tente de donner la moindre creance aux 
absurdites de sa lettre. Si c'est pour mener Rousseau 
en Angleterre que yous aYez quitte le s6jour de la 
France, c'est nous qui souffrons le plus de cette affaire, 
puisque nous sommes priYes du plaisir de yous pos- 
s^der, et de Yivre aYec yous. Je ne suis pas un de 
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cenx qui le regrettent le moins. J'ai ete bien plus 
long que je ne voulois sor ce chapttre, mais ee sera 
Burement la derni^re fois que je vous en parlerai. 

J'auroiB fort voula entrer dans quelqae detail sar 
la mati^re de Timpot ; mais pour repondre k tos objec- 
tions, il faudroit, pour ainsi dire, faire un livre et 
meriter mon prix. Je venx seulement vous indiqner 
le principe d'ou je pars, et que je crois incontestable : 
c'est qu'il n'y a d'antre revenu possible dans an etat 
que la somme des productions annuelles de la terre. 
Que la totalite des productions se partage en deux 
parts: Tune affectee a la reproduction de Fannee 
suivante, et qui comprend non seulement la part des 
fruits que les entrepreneurs de culture consomment 
en nature, mais encore tout ce qu'ils emplojent k 
Bcdarier les ouvriers de tout genre qui travaillent pour 
eux — marechaux, cbarrons, bourreliers, tisserands, 
tailleurs, &c. ; elle comprend aussi Teurs profits et les 
inter£ts de leurs avances. L'autre part est le produit 
net que le fermier rend au proprietaire, lorsque la per* 
Sonne de celui-ci est distinguee de cello du cultivateur 
— ce qui n'arrive pas toujours : le proprietaire I'em- 
ploye k salarier tout ce qui travaiUe pour lui. Cela 
pose, il faut que I'impot qui ne porte pas sur le pro- 
prietaire directement, tombe ou sur les salaries qui 
vivent du produit net, ou sur ceux dont le travail est 
paye sur la part du cultivateur. Si le salaire a ete 
reduit par la concurrence k son juste prix, il faut qu'il 
augmente ; et comme il ne pent augmenter qu aux 
depens de ceux qui payent, une partie retombe sur le 
proprietaire pour les depenses qu'il fait avec son pro- 
duit net — ^I'autre partie augmente la depense des culti- 
vateurs, qui sont obliges des lors de donner moins aa 
proprietaire. C est done dans tons les cas le pro- 
prietaire qui paye. Vous dites que je suppose que 
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les salaires augmentent k raison des taxes, et que 
rexperience prouve la faussete de ce principe ; et toub 
obsenrez ayec raison que ce ne sont point les taxes 
pins ou moins fortes qui determinent le prix des 
salaires, mais nniquement le rapport de Toffre k la 
demande. Ce principe n'a certainement jamais ete 
conteste : c'est Tunique principe qui fixe immediate- 
ment le prix de toutes les choses qui ont une yaleur 
dans le commerce. Mais il faut distinguer deux prix — 
le prix courant, qui s'etablit par le rapport de I'offre 
et de la demande ; et le prix fondamental, qui pour une 
marchandise est ce que la chose coute k I'ouyrier. 
Four le salaire de Touyrier, le prix fondamental est ce 
que coute k Fouyrier sa subsistence. On ne pent im- 
poser I'homme salarie sans augmenter le prix de 
sa subsistence, puisqu'il faut ajouter k son ancienne 
depense celle de I'impot. On augmente, done, le prix 
fondamental du trayail. Or, quoique le prix fonda- 
mental ne soit pas le principe immediat de la yaleur 
courante, il est cependant un minimum au dessous 
duquel elle ne pent baisser. Car si un marchand perd 
sur sa marchandise, il cesse de yendre ou de fabriquer ; 
si un ouyrier ne pent yiyre de son trayail, il deyient 
mendiant ou s'expatrie. Ce n'est pas tout : il faut que 
Fouyrier trouye un certain profit, pour subyenir aux 
accidens, pour eleyer sa famille. Dans une nation ou 
le commerce et Tindustrie sont libres et animes, la 
concurrence fixe ce profit au taux le plus bas qu'il 
soit possible. II s'etablit une esp^e d'equilibre entre 
la yaleur de toutes les productions de la terre, la con- 
sommation des differentes espies de denrees, les 
difi^erens genres d'ouyrages, le nombre d'hommes 
qui y sont occupes, et le prix de leurs salaires. Les 
fi^laires ne peuvent m^me 6tre fixes, et demeurer 
constamment a un taux determine, qu'en yertu de cet 
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equilibre, et de rinflaence qu'ont les unes sur Ics autres 
toates les parties de la societe, toutes les branches de 
la production et da commerce. Cela pose, si I'oa 
charge un des poids, il est impossible qa'il n'en resalte 
pas dans toute la machine un mouvement qai tend k 
retablir Tancien equilibre. La proportion de la 
valeur conrante des salaires a leur valeur fondamentale 
etoit etablie par les loix de cet equilibre, et par la 
combinaison de toutes les circonstances ou se trouvent 
toutes les parties de la societe. Vous augmentez la 
valeur fondamentale — ^il faut que les circonstances qui 
ont fixe auparavant la proportion de la yaleur conrante 
ayec cette valeur fondamentale fassent remonter la 
valeur conrante jusqu' k ce que la proportion soit 
retablie. Je sais bien que cet effet ne sera pas 
subit, et qu'il y a dans toute machine compliquee des 
frottemens qui ralentissent les effets les plus 
infailliblement demontres par la theorie. Le niveau 
mgme dans un fluide parfaitement homog^e ne se 
r^tablit qu'avec le terns, mais il s'etablit toujours avec 
le tems. II en est le mSme de Tequilibre des valeurs 
que nous examinons. L'ouvrier, comme vous le dites, 
s'ingenie pour travailler plus ou consommer moins; 
mais tout cela n'est que passager. II n'est, sans doute, 
aucun bomme qui travaille autant qu'il pourroit tra- 
vailler. Mais il n'est pas non plus dans la nature 
que les hommes travaillent autant qu'ils pourroient 
travailler — comme il ne Test pas qu'une corde soit 
tendue autant qu'elle peut Tdtre. II y a un degre de 
relachement necessaire dans toute machine, sans lequel 
elle courroit risque de se briser k tout moment. Ce 
degre de relacbement dans ce travail est fixe par mille 
causes qui subsistent apr^ I'impot ; et par consequent, 
si par un premier effort la tension avoit augmente, les 
choses ne tarderont pas k reprendre leur assiette 
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naturelle. Ce qae j ai dit de raugmentation du tra- 
Tail, je le dis de la diminution de la consonimation. 
Les besoins sont toujours les m^mes. Get espdce de 
saperfla sur lequel on peat k touterigueur Be retrancher, 
est encore un element neeessaire dans la subsistence 
usuelle des ouvriers et de leurs families. L'avare de 
Moli^re dit que quand il y a a diner pour cinq, uu 
sixi^me trouve k manger ; mais k pousser ce raisonne- 
ment un peu plus loin, on tomberoit bien vite dansl'ab- 
eurde. J'ajoute que la diminution de la consomma- 
tion a un autre effet bien terrible sur le revenu du 
proprietaire, par la diminution de la valeur des denrees 
et des productions de sa terre. 

Je n'eutre point dans le detail de Tobjection du 
commerce etranger, que je ne saurois regarder com- 
me un objet bien considerable dans ancune nation — 
81 ce n'est en tant qu'il contribue k augmenter le 
revenu des terres, et que d'ailleurs on ne pent le taxer 
sans le faire diminuer. Mais le terns me manque, et 
jesuis force de finir, quoique j'eusse bien des choses a 
dire sur les inconyeniens de I'impot sur les consom- 
mateurs, dont la perception est une atteinte perpe- 
tuelle k la liberte des citojens: il faut les fouiller 
aux douanes, entrer dans leurs maisons pour les 
droits d'aydes et d'excises — sans parler des horreurs 
de la contrebande, et de la vie des hommes sacrifiee k 
rinter^ pecuniaire du fisc. Voil^ un beau sermon 
que la legislation fait aux voleurs de grand chemin. 
Je finis malgre moi, en yous assurant sans compli- 
ment de I'attachement le plus sincere et le plus invio- 
lable. 
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Reoeipt of a letter from Hame — Rouaseaa and his ingratitude again — 
Plans for seizing him in Franoe — Promises to coH>perate and endea- 
vour to procure him a safe pa8sage~-<iue8tion if he can get an aaylnm 
— Proposes that the Duke de Choiseul apply to the King in Hume's name 
in the matter — Prince of Conti, Madame de Boufflers, the Princess de Bean- 
Tan, &e. — Thinks Ronssean has gone to Holland — Literature and ban- 
ness — Contrasts his own opinions and sensations with Hume's — Complains 
of the weight and heaviness of his ministerial labours— Their disgusting 
minuteness of detail — Official pettifoggers. — P. S. Had seen the Prince of 
Conti, and learned that the parliament of Paris had no intention of seizing 
Rousseau — M. Yerdelin had had no news of him — Blames Mile. La 
Yassenr for his nigast suspicions. 

A Paris^ le 1 Juin 1767. 

J'ai re^u, mon cber monsieur, hier au soir la 
lettre que tous aviez adressee k cachet volant a 
M. de Montigny, pour moi. Je me hate d'y repondre 
par ce courier, quoique je n'ai encore &it aucune 
demarche pour le malheureux homme auquel il est si 
digne de vous de prendre encore intergt. Le degre 
de folic qu'il montre aujourd'hui est en verite pre- 
ferable i, une folic moins exaltee, qui le laissoit charge 
de tout I'odieux d'un exc^ d'ingratitude envers yens 
et M. Davenport. Une pareille ingratitude reflechie 
et meditee ne pent me paroitre dans la nature. Je 
ne suis pas surpris que ses reflexions sur sa conduite 
k votre egard, et Tignominie dont il s'est vu convert, 
aient produit les demi^res agitations dont vous me 
faites part; et je vous remercie de m'avoir choisi parmi 
vos amis de ce pays-ci, pour m*associer k la bonne 
action que vous voulez faire en lui rendant service. 
jy mettrai certainement tout le zdle dont je suis 
capable, et a cause de son infortune, et a cause de 
I'interSt que vous y prenez. M. de Malesherbes est 
absent, etant parti pour les eaux de Bagni^res dans 
les Pyrenees; mais M. de Montigny fera tout ce qu'il 
pourra. Je ne pense pas qu'il y cut des gens assez bar- 
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bares pour arr@ter ce pauvre homme d'eax-mdmcs et 

sans ordre ; mais il est utile que les principaux du 

Parlement Boient preveuus, ainsi que M. de Choiseul. 

J'irai ce matin chez Madame de Boufflers, k laquelle 

je communiquerai Totre lettre; et certainement M. 

le Pricce de Couti fera tout ce qui est en lui pour lui 

rendre service, soit aupres du Parlement, soit aupres 

du Roi. M. de Montignj pourra voir M. de 

Choiseul, et je m'adresserai aussi k Madame la 

Princesse de Beauvau, pour Fengager a s'interesser 

pour Rousseau. S'il ne s'agit que de le mettre en 

sorete pendant son passage, la chose ne sera pas 

difficile, et tout le monde s'y prdtera avec le plus 

grand plaisir. Mais s'il s'agit de lui procurer un 

asyle en France, on aura beaucoup plus de peine. La 

chose est possible hors du ressort du Parlement de 

Pans, mais il faut que le Roi 7 consente. II n'y a 

que I'inter^t m6me que vous prenez, et la singularile 

de cette circonstance, qui puisse peut-Stre adoucir le 

Roi sur le compte de Rousseau, en faisant demander 

la chose en votre nom par M. de Choiseul. Je vais 

aussi faire prevenir Madame Yerdelin, afin quelle 

prenne quelques mesures pour le faire avertir de ce 

qu'on vent faire pour lui, et pour calmer sa tdte. II 

est fSeUsheux que Guisson libraire soit k la Bastille pour 

avoir fiut entrer k Paris des livres prohibes, car cet 

homme a sa confiance. II est necessaire mdme vis^k- 

vis de lui de prendre des menagemens ; car dans la 

cruelle situation ou il est, il pourroit regarder toutes 

les mesures qu'on prendroit pour decouvrir sa marcbe 

et lui rendre service comme des pieges tendus par ses 

ennemie^ et se croire poursuivi k chaque pas par des 

emissaires du Parlement ou par des assassins : — c'est 

peut-etre \k le point le plus difficile. An reste, il est 

tr^s possible qu'il n ait fait que passer en France, et 
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qu'il ait tourne sur-le-champ da cote de la Hollande. 
NouB le saurons, et je tous instruirai de ce qae 
j'aurai appris. 

Je ne suis point etonne de votre fa9on de penser 
sur les lettres et les affaires, qaoiqa'elle soit entierement 
opposee k la mienne. Votre passion pour les lettres 
est un amour use par la jouissance» et les afiaires 
sont un gout nouyeau. Moi, au contraire, je sois 
plus que rassasie des afiaires, et je n'ai jamais pa me 
livrer en liberte k mon go&t pour les lettres. II sera 
tr^s possible que ma carri^re devienne aussi rinverse 
de la votre, et que je trouve mon delassemenc dans 
Tetude, comme tous trouve^ le votre dans les affaires. 

II faut dire encore que les affaires dont vous vous 
mdlez sont probablement moins fastidieuses que celles 
qui m'occupent. Chez nous, Tadministration interieore 
est compliquee d'une foule de details si rebutans, si 
minutieux, si enchev^tres par I'esprit de chicane, par 
la multiplicite et Tincertitude des formes, qu' k I'ex- 
ception du ministre des affaires etrangeres, dont la 
besogne est un pen plus simple et vue plus en grand, 
tous ceux qui se mSlent de I'administration, depuis le 
ministre jusqu'aux intendans, pen vent faire leur 
place par eux-mdmes sans mener la vie d'un procureur, 
et sans se perdre k chaque pas dans le mdme &tras 
de loix et de formalites auxquelles se boment les 
idees de ces sortes de gens. Vous n'avez, ce me 
semble, chez vous que les affaires du dehors, et les 
grandes affaires du dedans, qui regardent le ministdre — 
le Parlement dirigeant tous les details de I'admi- 
nistration interieure, ou inspectant ceux qui en sont 
charges dans chaque comte. Au reste — et les lettres 
et les affaires sont des moyens — le but est le bonheur. 
Mais il arrive trop souvent que les moyens embar- 
rassent la marohe, et empechent d'atteindre le but. 
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Je sonhaite bien yivemeiit que vous troayiez partout 
h bonhear dont Tons 6tes si digne : e'en sera toDJours 
nn pour moi d'etre compte aa nombre de vos amis. 
Je le merite par la sincerite de Fattachement que 
je Tons ai Tone. C'est avec ces sentimens que j'ai 
Fhonnenr d'etre, monsieur, TOtre trte humble et tr^ 
obeissant serriteur. 

Le3Juin. 

Ma lettre n'a pu partir lundi, ayant 6te portee trop 
tard k la poste. Depuis» j'ai tu Madame de Boufflers, 
qui m'a dit Toua ayoir ecrit. J'ai vu aussi M. le 
Prince de Conti ; et d'apr^ ce qu'il m'a dit, je pense 
qn'il n'y a aucune demarche h faire. Le Parlement 
n'a point d'envie de saisir Rousseau ; et dans I'etat 
ou il est, le minist^re ne pensera point a I'inquieter, 
ponrm qu'il ne fasse que passer. II n'y auroit de 
demarche k fskire qu'autant que Rousseau ne croiroit 
pas pouYoir avoir d'autre asyle que la France. Mais 
avant d'en £sure aucune, il faudroit sayoir sa fa9on de 
penser : lorsqu'il se sera decide, ses protecteurs pour- 
ront agir. Le principal est qu'il n'ait rien k craindre 
dans ce premier moment, et je ne le pense pas. D'apr^ 
ces reflexions j'ai prie les personnes qui devoient agir 
auprte deM.de Choiseulde suspendre toute demarche. 
J'ai vu Madame Verdelin, qui n'avoit aucunes nou- 
Telles de lui. Elle m'a appris des details sur se^ 
chimeres a votre egard, qui me persuadent que sa 
gouyemante a eu la plus grande part k ces soup9ons 
extravagans. 

J'imagine que yous n'ayez pas trop le terns de 
suiyre notre dispute sur I'impot indirect. Je regrette 
bien que yous n'ayez pas travaille pour mon prix, 
J'ai des dissertations pour ces deux opinions. Mais 
aucune ne resout la question demonstratiyement. Je 
yais pourtant donner le prix. 

H 
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6. 

iBtradadas tht AbM Bon, who had pwUkon with hin hi the ifcadies of 
the Sorbonne to the tune effect— The Prue Eeny a fidlnre— A reTenae 
coUeotor—A competitor— Wishes to renew the oonfcroTenj on finance — 
Jeea^Mques and the Prince of Gonti. 

A Pant, U 8 ifort 1768, 

Permettez, monsieur, qae je profite de Foocasioii 
da Toyage de M. de Boisgelin et de M. I'Abbe Bon, 
pour me rappeler k votre aouTenir, et que je toos 
demande en mdme terns vos bontes pour I'Abbe Bon, 
qui aura Thonneur de tous remettre ma lettre. C'est 
un de mes anciens amis de Sorbonne, qui n'a pas 
moins profite que moi de ces etudes theologiqnes, et qui 
joint ^ un esprit echdre un caraotere trtehonn6te. Voiis 
ayez pu le voir quelquefois chez Mile, de TEspinasae. 

J'aurois bien voula pouvoir tous envoyer par lui 
Touyrage qui a remport6 le prix de Limoges sur Tim- 
pot — quoiqu' k tous parler yrai, cet ouyrage n'ait paa 
enti^rement repondu k Timportance de la question ; 
mais il n'est pas encore imprime. II y en a un autre^ 
qui soutient Totre avis, et dont je ne suis gu^res con* 
tent non plus, quoiqu'il y ait plusieurs idees ingeni- 
euses. II est d'un receyeur des fermes, qui combat pro 
aris et fods. II est imprime. J'aurais toujours la 
satisfaction d'ayoir excite les combattans, et seryi par Ik 
le public, qui ne pent attendre la connoissanoe enti^re 
de la verite que d'une discussion longue et animee. 
Vbus n'ayez pas repondu k la longue lettre que M, 
Fran9^s* vous ayoit portee Tannee demi^re, et qui 
rouloit en grand parti sur cet objet. Vous ayiez en 
effet quelque chose de mieux a faire. Si on tods 
laisse encore du loisir, je ponrrai bien quelque jour 
renouer la dispute ; car c'est une mati^e que j'ai a 

* This appears to be the same name that is elsewhere spelt as 
Francis and Fran^ou. 
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OQBar, et que je crois su&Mseptible de demonstration. 
Si je snivois mon penchant, je yous ferai compliment 
8ur Totre retonr aux lettres ; mais d'aprte ce que voua 
m'aTiez marqn^ a ce Bujet, je voia quevous n'etiez pas 
malhenreux dans le tourbUlon des affaires; — je pre- 
sume bien anssi qa'avec Totre pbilosophie yous ne le 
aerez pas davantage dans la tranquillity du cabinet. 
Ainsi je trouverai toujours, comme Pangloss, que tout 
est bien : je ne puis, cependant, m'empScher de vous 
desirer par pr^rence une espece de bonheur qui laisse 
a Tos amis de ce pays-ci I'esp^rance de vous 7 revoir. 
Jean-Jacques est toujours dans I'asyle que M. le 
Prince de Conti lui a procure; et j'appris dernierement 
de Madame de Boufflers, que les tracasseries qui pen- 
dant quelqne tems le lui ayoient rendu desagreable 
etoient terminees k sa satisfaction. Adieu, monsieur: je 
Bie flatte que yous §tes bien persuade de Tinyiolable 
attachement ayec lequel j'ai I'honneur d'etre yotre tr^ 
humble et trte obeissant seryiteur. 



Ide«fl on the perfectibility of the human race — Goyemments — No good 
government establiflhed without a crieis of disorder; bnt knowledge and 
liberty, which are the aim, are not to be aocnsed as the oanse — The crisis 
predicted— The people occupied with their wants, the rich by their pleasures 
— Haye no common ground of union — But the result will be progress. 

A Parisy h 3 JuUla 1768. 

Si mon depart me laissoit quelques momens, je yous 
dirois quelque chose pour defendre mes idees sur la 
perfectibilite et le perfectionnement futur de notre 
pauyre espece. Car les petits desordres qui se passent 
sons nos yeux ne m'ebranlent point du tout ; et je dis 
ayec plus de fondement que le General des Jesuites — 
Alios ventos alias tempestates vidimus. Votre gouyer- 
nement est bien loin d'etre eclaire. II n'y a main- 
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tenant auoun bien dansruniyers dont on ne puiase dire 
la m^me chose, et votre gouvemement n'est pas le pins 
&cile de tons k corriger k beanoonp pr^. Ge bon 
gouTemement ne s'^tablira pas sans crise» et ses crises 
seront accompagnees de desordre. Fandroit-il accuser 
la Inmi^re et la liberte, qni nousferont passer par ces 
desordres ponr amener un etat pins henrenx? Non^ 
sans doute. Elles feront dn mal en passant k la bonne 
henre ; mais en feront-elles pins qne la tyrannie et la 
superstition qni voudroient les etonffer» et qni s'y effbr- 
cent vainement par des voies qni,quandles choses sent a 
nn certain point, sont on totalement inntiles on atroces, 
et souvent Tun et Tautre ? Vons ne le pensez, sans 
doute, pas plus que moi. Le peuple oecnpe de ses 
besoins, les grands occupes de lenrs plaisirs, u'ont pas 
le terns d'etre savans, et de sortir d'enx-memes de 
leurs prejug6s; mais Teffet dn progr^s des connoissan- 
ces est de faire qn'on n'ait pas besoin d'etre savant 
pour avoir du bon sens, et de rendre populaires lea 
v^rites qni exigent aujourd'hni du travail pour s en 
convaincre. Adieu, monsieur— -car le tems me presses 
et je n'ai que celui de vous assurer de tout I'attache- 
ment avec lequel j'ai Thonneur d'etre votre tr^ humble 
et trte obeissant serviteur. 



XXIV. 
From Sir Henry Erskine. 

Lord Hertford— Hume as a man of biuinefls— His own indolence and bad 
health— His children — The ambaesador's chapel at Paris — ^Wilkes. 

Spa, 14M JSt^ptmber 1764. 

Dear Hume, — In what situation are you at present? 
Is it with you puis Resident, puis Secretaire, puis 
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&c. ? for Lord Hertford, I hear, is gone to London. 
Whatever good fortune shall attend your merit, will 
give me exceeding great pleasure, and every mortifi- 
cation that attacks your philosophy will give me pain^ 
though you perhaps may despise the incident. 

I write without business, and therefore have no 
reason to expect an answer, you'll say, from one who 
is immersed in the affairs of Europe. But I know, 
my good friend, by experience, that the man of busi- 
ness is the most punctual correspondent, and that 
writing costs him less trouble than a man of dis«pa- 
tion. In winter you are so much caressed by beaux- 
esprits of both sexes, that I could not expect you to 
throw away any of your precious moments on a mili- 
tary man. But when all the fine folks are at their 
country houses, you may possibly have leisure to drop 
a line to inform me if you have any prospect of 
success in the application which Lord Hertford was 
to make for you some tinoe ago. I was so extremely 
ill when I received your commands, and in bed too, 
that it was not in my power to give you any answer 
by my own hand ; and had I been in perfect health, it 
would not have been possible for me to be of the 
smallest service to your cause. This be persuaded of, 
as I tell yon it upon my honour; and allow me to add, 
that 'tis not a French compliment, when I assure you 
that I would be more ready to assist you than you 
would be to desire me. 

Two miliary fevers, and in consequence bad 
health, sent me to Spa. The waters have been of 
very great use to me. I begin to grow young again, 
and that I may be quite so, I continue here a month 
longer. M. Francois, who I find is your acquain- 
tance, and who is so obliging as to take the trouble 
of delivering this letter, will tell you that Lady 
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Erskine is well, and we are infonned from London 
that our boys are well too. I talk of them because 
you shall haye the choice of them to be secretary to 
some of your future embassies. Lady Erskine, who 
sends her compliments to you, thinks that none should 
be politicians but those who have nothing to lose. If 
that decision be juat, you must allow our boys to be 
thoroughly qualified; perhaps they may not hare 
talents, but you and I have seen enough of politics to 
know that talents are not necessary for politicians* 
In short, dear Hume, you are, I understand, the demi-* 
dieu de Paris. You like, nay, you admire the French, 
as they admire you, though perhaps your admiration 
is not so justly placed. You see I attack your judg- 
ment. If you'll take a boy and educate him, tell me, 
and I'll send him to you by the first courier going to 
notre pauyre ami De Guerchy. 

After talking of politics, you know religion cornea 
next : I congratulate you on your conversion. I hear 
you are as regular an attendant at chapel as I am 
at the Kirk in the Boroughs which I represent. 
You know my zeal for the Protestant religion, and 
you know how anxiously I used to wish, nay to 
labour, for your conversion. Time and chance have 
effectuated what was beyond my reach. I once 
thought to have attended Lady Erskine to Paris to 
have kneeled by you in your own chapel. We are 
now resolved to remain here till the 20th of October, 
so she is deprived of that happiness. If, therefore, you 
are so kind as to favour us with some little account 
of yourself — ^and every account of your happiness, or 
of your prospect of happiness, will be agreeable — ^your 
letter will find us here. When I get to London, 
command me in every thing within my power. Vive^ 
valeque. Lady Erskine, who has read my letter, says 
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she 18 not so thoroughly convinced of your conversion 
as to trost you with the edncation of a son; but if I 
were convinced of your conversion in good earnest, 
that vrould probably be my reason for not trusting 
yon with his education. But pray remember that 
your companion on the hassock, Mr Wilkes, must never 
hold social converse with him. For though both the 
boys be English, I hope they have Scotch sentiment 
enough to detest him and his employer. This letter 
I find, as every thing changes in this world, does not 
go by M. de Fran9ois, but by his nephew, young 
Blondel. M. de Fran9ois is, in my humble opinion, 
a sensible, inquisitive, truly intel%ent man ; but I 
need not say any thing on that subject, as he is your 
acquaintance. I am, dear Hume's most affectionate 
friend, 

H. Ebskine. 



XXV. 
From Sir William Pulteney.^ 

Evidence of his oheoge of name wanted io anthentioate a transaeiion in 
France and India— Remarks on famous men. 

Zofulofi, 9ih Ock)ber 1767. 

Dear Sir, — I have had occamon to send to Paris, 
a bond due by the French East India Company, in- 
dorsed to me by the attorneys of my brother, John 
Johnstone, at Calcutta, in which indorsation I am 

^ Mr Johnstone, afterwards Mr Pnlteneyy and, on the death of his 
brother. Sir William Pnlteney, Bart., was tiie second son of Sir James 
Johnstone of Westerhall^ to whose baronetfty he sacceeded. He was 
a member of the Scottish Bar, and edited an edition of ^ Stair^s In- 
stitnte of the Law of Scotland." He assumed the name of Polteney 
on his marrying the heuress of the celebrated Earl of Bath. 
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called by the name of William Johnstone of Auchen- 
bedrigg, which was the old name of my estate of Sol- 
way Bank in Dumfriesshire; and as my conyeyance of 
the bond to Messrs. Thelnsson and Neckar is signed 
by my present name of William Pulteney, the French 
Company have desired, before paying the bond, to hare 
proper eyidence of my change of name. I am to send 
to them, by to-morrow's post, a notorial copy legalised 
by the French Embassador of the King's sign-manual, 
for my change of name, which yon know passed 
through your office. But as in that paper I am de- 
signed of Solway Bank, and in the indorsation of the 
bond of Auchenbedrigg, I shall be obliged to yon if 
you will be so good as to subjoin a few words to this 
letter, attesting that I haye the honour of being par- 
ticularly known to you, that I was formerly ciJled 
-William Johnstone, and now, by the King's authority, 
William Pulteney ; that I am the brother of John 
Johnstone, late one of the council at Calcutta^ Ben- 
gal ; that you haye reason to belieye that my estate in 
Dumfriesshire is known as well by the barbarous 
name of Auchenbedrigg, ashy that of Solway Bank; 
and that you are of opinion that the French Company 
ought to be under no difficulty of paying to me the 
bond indorsed to me by the attorneys of my brother, 
either on account of my signing William Pulteney, or 
on account of the different names giyen to my estate 
in the indorsation of the bond, and in the King's sign- 
manual. When I haye made my name as well known 
in Europe as that of William Pitt, or of William 
Pulteney my kinsman, or of Dayid Hume my friend, 
I shall haye no occasion for any further certificates. 
I am, with great regard, dear sir, your most obedient 
and most humble seryant, 

William Pulteney. 



f 
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XXVI. 
From James Coutts, the Banker. * 

A piece ef bnsinesB — French Ladies — Wants a royal road to knowledge — 
His study of books limited to MS. folioe. 

My Dear Sir, — I only received yesterday your 
quarter's pension from Mr Grenville, which makes a 
balance in oar hands belonging to you of £66» 10s., 
which I have wrote Miss Hume to draw to Coutts 
& Co., or any other banker for, and that they'll give 
her the current exchange. 

I ought long ere now to have thanked you for your 
letter of the Ist February, which (aa your letters 
always do) gave me great pleasure, and not the less 
that you mention your situation to be so very agree- 
able to your taste. Your friends in the city say that it 
is much more than so old a bachelor as you deserve, 
to be in such fovour with the ladies, but that you most 
certainly have some je ne spai quoi about you, per- 
haps the good effects of eating French roast beef in 
good humour, which I take to be almost as good as 
eating English peevishly. 

I am no [a?] Scotsman, and really do think your 
keeping company with Wilkes almost as criminal as 
certain books you have wrote ; at least, it would be as 
criminal in you, (if you had not wrote such sad 
books,) because, in that case, I do not know any one's 
example that would weigh more with mankind. 

The affairs of the House of Commons here, which 
I need not repeat to you, have of late been very in- 
teresting, and I begin to turn a Member of Parliament 
and to throw off that insipid trade of Banking and 

* Singularly enough, tlib methodical man's letter is undated. 
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Stocks ; bat with all pleasares there are great mix- 
tures of mortification, and every instant my limited 
education stares me more and more in the face. I 
have hardly look't on any but manuscript folios since 
I was fourteen ; you'll say from idleness or want of 
taste : I say no — but from too much business and bad 
health. My constitution will probably be always mi- 
fit for deep study; but pray is there no remedying this 
great defect a little without much study? for rather as 
sufi^r such mortifications, I had better continue a 
banker still, which I am conyinced would enable me 
better to purchase Merse acres. 

But seriously, I wish you would give me some advice 
on this head — ^what abridgments to read, &c. &c. I 
have almost lost my French entirely : could I pick it 
up by spending two or three months next summer at 
Paris? and could your honour be of much use to me 
there? If my health does not carry me to Scarborough, 
I have some thoughts of paying you a visit. All your 
friends I know of are well: Tom desires his oompli-^ 
ments to you. Believe me, with great truth and 
respect, dear sir, your affectionate and obedient 
servant, 

James Couttb. 

Col. Graeme and Mr Drummond Blair are candi- 
dates for Perthshire ; the former will carry it, unless 
the Pretender dies, and leaves some old fools at liberty 
to take the oaths. 



f 
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XXVII. 

From Edward Murphy. 

His w«Ddeiftil Cypher — Adyerts to Home's comparing him with Anftchanis'— 
Account of the origin of the Irish — The Scythians or Skyths — Dean Swift 
» Skyih — Answers a question regarding the tyranny of rolers and sedi- 
tion of snlgects— ReTorte to his Cypher— Lord Charlemont's compliments. 

Dear Sir, — I am extremely obliged to you for so 
speedy an answer to my letter, which I could little 
expect from any one circumstanced as you are, and I 
look upon so kind a return as an earnest of your dis- 
position to give a full answer to my grand query; 
but this, when you shall haye time to apply your acu- 
men to a competent number of cases in which the 
publication of my cypher must be attended with con- 
sequences of great moment, either good, or bad. I 
know that such researches are a work of great drud- 
gery, and that drudgery to serve mankind or our 
country gratis, is agreeable to very few of the spawn 
of Adam. But if such men as from some stories I 
have heard of you, I judge you to be, will not take 
up the pick-axe and shovel, matters must go on as they 
commonly do. 

You do me great honour, and I hope justice, by 
your comparison of me with the royal philosopher 
Anacharsis. For history proves that we native Irish 
(whom you, and other mistaken mortals reckon savages, 
because we have wings and tails, and eat human flesh 
when we can get it good) — we, I say, are proved by 
history to be Scythians by descent, or rather skvAu 
or l^yths, which word has been corrupted into 
Scots ; with which people we never have had the least 
intercourse. Swift was certainly the son of a true 
Skyth : and if his reputed father was an Englishman, 
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he most also have been the sod of a . Bat he is 

proved to have been a real Skyth by that admi- 
rable proposal of his, in which he demonstrates *'that 
we Irish onght to eat oar children.** Bnt more of 
these matters when we are more at leisure. 

I have not considered your question, ** Whether has 
the tyranny of rulers, or the sedition, mutiny, and vices 
of subjects, done most hurt to the world,'* till you put to 
it to me. But I have soon after proved to myself most 
clearly, ^ That the hurt resulting from the former is 
to the hurt resulting from the latter, as one to one, or 
any quantity to an equal quantity." Yet from hence 
can I draw no decisive Qpndasion with regard to the 
publication of my cypher. Cases, my dear friend, im- 
portant cases, and necessary conclusions drawn from 
them, are what I want. As for bad rulers and bad 
subjects, all I have to say of them is, 'Hhat they are 
not only the most wicked, but also the most stupid of 
human animals;** and I undertake to demonstrate^ 
as clearly as I can, the properties of my cypher, or, as 
Euclid has his propositions, that 'Hhe most intelli- 
gent, plausible, dexterous, and successful villain 
breathing is the greatest driveller on this earth." 

But to business. And first, I will seriously observe 
to you, that, vnth regard to my cypher, or any other 
matter, I am not a citizen of the world, nor ever will 
be, till the world becomes one city, equally and justly 
governed. And therefore I request you will be 
pleased to present my best respects to General Con- 
way, and to tell him, that the character lately trans- 
mitted to me of him by my Lord Charlemont, has 
taken such possession of my mind that I am wjlling 
to make him the bearer of my two-edged sword to the 
hand of His Majesty — ^henceforth to be brandished in 
the service. of these realms only. Yet, please to 
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acquaiDt him that there have occurred to me certain 
great difficalties, which must be remoyed before I can 
obey my inclination to discover the secret of my 
cypher to him, or any man except the King; bat 
that I entirely depend upon my Lord Charlemont, 
and snch aids as he will call in to his assistance, for 
the removal of those difficulties. Wherefore I have, 
by this very packet, written to his Lordship, and 
entirely unbosomed myself to him ; and hope soon to 
have an answer from him, or from you, (should he not 
be well enough to write,) that the way is quite cleared 
far me ; and thus far only can I at present act in 
this business. You judge rightly, my dear friend, in 
sapposing that I exult in an event that has shaken, 
and I hope shivered, the principal prop of that 
infernal den in which the Pope and his brother 
jugglers have so long wrought their abominations. 
As a believer, (vdth which appellative you honour me,) 
I firmly believe that you are a man of a noble soul ; 
and as a seer, (with which appellative I honour myself,) 
I see clearly that you are a man of great knowledge 
in human affairs, and an author of a very superior 
genius. If you think that in these declarations I 
am sincere, you will be the better able to imagine 
with how much esteem and affection I am, dear sir, 
your most obedient servant, 

Edward Murphy. 

The CeU near the Sable (vulgarly 
caUed the Black) Rock, near Dab- 
lin, June the 2d, 1767. 

Please to send me any letter you may have occa- 
sion to write to me through Lord Charlemont for so 
I shall soonest receive it. 
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XXVIIL 

From Sir Jambs Stewart. 

Proq^eets of Ghfttham's ooming into power — His own hopes — ^Lord Bttning- 
ton, Jack Stewart, Sir George Colebrooke, on the sabject — Reqneets Hume 
to refresh the memory of Mr Conway — Gratitude for past flkTonn--Jo0«ph 
and the Batler — ^takes notioe of Home's anxiety to rerif^ points in bin 
History — Criticism— Tnie Whig principles. 

Cotneis, l(Hh Naomber 1767. 

My Dear Sir, — The many proofs yon haye given 
me of yonr friendship engages me to put you to new 
trouble (a strange return for friendship, you will say,) 
as the busy season now draws near. I am flattered 
with the prospect of Lord Chatham's coming onoe 
more into administration, if what I see in the papers 
maybe relied upon; and even although he should not, 
who knows but some impression may be made on the 
head as matters now stand? I have by this post 
wrote to Lord Barrington, to Jack Stewart, and to 
Sir George Colebrooke, who, while 1 was last at 
London, in spring 1766, made me a yery kind offer 
to interest himself warmly in my favour with the 
Duke of Grafton ; but his Grace going then out of 
office prevented the success of it. 

I learned from the Marquis of Lorn how heartily 
Mr Conway had taken part in my favour. I beg you 
will present my best respects to him, and inform him 
of the lively sense I have of the obligations I owe 
him, both for the countenance and protection he gave 
to my son, while he had the honour to serve in his 
regiment, and upon this occasion to myself. I beg, 
therefore, my dear sir, you will remember me as your 
friend Joseph did of old the butler while he was ia 
prison. 
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I am now reading yonr History, where I found, 
t'other day, that yon had heen searching for a text iu 
Scsriptnre adyanced by an old Pope, where he says 
that priests were compared to angels; and yon say 
you had not found it. I belieye it is not to be found ; 
but still that shows how careful you have been in 
reading Scripture, and for that reason I conclude you 
remember the story of the butler. I regret much that 
you should not have taken notice as you go along, 
mentioning the great men in the early stages of the 
monarchy, those among them who are at present repre- 
sented. It would be easily done by any genealogist, 
and, being put in the notes, would both fix the anec- 
dotes relating to them in the reader's mind, and be 
most acceptable to every one now living who might 
be taken notice of. In mentioning also the different 
tides of the ancient nobility, I wish you had always 
inserted their family name before the title, in place 
of the christened name, which is of little moment 
to ns at so great distance. The more I read your 
History the more I admire you. Don't endeavour by 
any more notes to prove that there was no House of 
Commons until Henry III. : it is evident. I mention 
this because I remember you showed me a new proof 
you had found, and which you intended to add to the 
new edition. Every writer before you has gone upon 
the hypothesis that the constitution was always what 
it was made at the Revolution. It has been, un- 
doubtedly, and ever must be, changing according to 
circumstances; and a law which is made this day 
must be as good and as solid a law as any one which 
has subsisted for a thousand years. Nor are we to 
imagine that our ancestors had any more right to 
make laws and regulations for us, than we have to 
alter them and substitute others in their place. This I 
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think, IS true Whig priDoiples; at least it appears 
oolisistent with common sense. But I take np your 
time. I am ever, my dear sir, yonr most obedient 
and most fiuthful servant, 

Jas. Stewart. 

I send yon enclosed a letter for onr friend Jack 
Stewart. 

XXIX. 

From Dean Tucker. 

Both Home tad Tnigot are mistaken in eappoolng him a friend to taxes 
upon oon8amption->Inda8try ehoold be made fikMf bj freeing it from 
all ahaekles and burdens, and idleness and dissipation Mty dwr by being 
taxed — ^The utility- of taxes on spiritnoos liquors. 

Gloucester^ IQth January VI69. 

I BEQ leave to observe that both yon and Mr 
Turgot haye greatly mistaken my meaning, that I am 
a friend to taxes npon '^ consommation " in general. I 
mean no snch thing. On the contrary, my fifystem is, 
that every country throughout the universe ought to 
endeavour to render industry very cheap, and idleness 
yerj dear ; and that therefore it ought to encourage 
all kinds of occupation tending to promote the former, 
by freeing them from all shackles and restraints, and 
more especially exempting them from taxations and 
impositions as much as possible. Whereas it ought 
on the other hand, to put a check upon those which 
subsist themselves by the idleness, drunkenness, 
extravagance, &c. of other people, by subjecting them 
to discouragements, and by loading them with judi- 
cious taxes. And were this the place for a disserta- 
tion of this nature, I think I could prove, with an 
evidence not easily to be resisted, that taxes of this 
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sort will always enrich a nation instead of impoverish- 
ing it; nay, that they will, in their consequences — and, 
as the Tulgar say, in the long ran — multiply the numher 
employed in those very occupations which they 
seemed intended, at first sight, to destroy or to 
starve. 

But to keep within the hounds of a letter, I would 
only ask you a plain simple question — ^viz. would you 
wish that there was no tax upon spirituous liquors ? 
Would you choose, if you had the option, that the 
good people of England should get drunk for a penny, 
rather than that it should cost them sixpence ? And, 
suppose that they will procure a quantum mfficit 
of this liquor at some price or other : which is hetter 
for the public — ^that they should be compelled to work 
twelve hours before they can procure their intoxi- 
cating draught, or be able to purchase it by the labour 
of only one hour? 

You see, my dear sir, that I leave Christianity and 
a future state entirely out of the question; for I would 
not affright, you with any apprehensions that I was 
going to write a sermon. And yet, I think, you must 
agree with me that the hand of the diligent, con- 
sidering only the present state of things, is the only 
hand which can make rich in a national view — and 
that idleness, drunkenness, and extravagance of every 
kind must make poor. When you write, to Mr Tur- 
got, I beg you will present him with my respectful 
compliments: and be pleased to accept the same 
yourself, from, dear sir, your most obedient humble 
servant, J- Tucker. 



N 



378 LETTERS OF EMINENT PERSONS. 

XXX. 

From D'Alembert and Mlle. db L'Espinasse. 

1. 

MUe. d4 Ir'£SqnfiaiM.— Badinage— To onp with ^ la eharmante N6ol&^ ' 

Parisy ce MtreredL 

II y a bien des choses k dire de rotre iettre : pie- 
mierement le terns enormeque vous Tavei fait attendre, 
en suite la grandeur du papier, et puis Texeellenoe 
du stile. Mais tout cela me meneroit trop loin. II 
ne me faut pas perdre un moment pour vous dire que 
Fobjet de vos amours, la eharmante NeoIe» toos 
ordonne, vous commando, ayec sa petite Toix flutee, 
de souper chez moi samedi onze de ce mois, jour de 
TOtre arriyee ; je ne crois pas que tous osiez 7 man- 
quer. Je remets k ce jour-Ut k yous dire tout le bien 
et le mal que je pense de vous. 

Ah ! que ce terns est long k mon impatience ! 

^ This letter, undated and unsigned, is, from its style and tone, pre- 
samed to hare been from MademoiseUe, aUhongh H is in a hand 
whieh seams to hare been oceasumaUy employed by elUier of the 
friends, whose intimate epistolary union has rendend it conyenient that 
their letters should be ranged under a common head. It must have 
been written before Hume left Paris, t. e. before January 1766, and 
it is therefore chronologically entitled to precedence oy w the Icitsn 
addressed to him in Britain. 
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MIU. de UE9pi%aM96.—ki^\of^'B»B for writisg, and hu to employ an 
amanuensis from the state of her ejes — A great desire to see Hame again 
in Paris — Hears often of him from Madame de Bonfflers — Proposes that 
Roussean should write an 6Ioge on the Daaphin — Speaks of the interest 
whieh the Danphin felt in Ronsseau, and the benefit he might deriye from 
the task— Requests Hume's opinion of the snbject through Madame de 
Bouffiers. 

Notes for the proposed 61oge, on a paper enclosed. 

A Paris, e$ 23 FSvrier 1766. 

Je Tons avois promis» monsieur^ de ne point yous 
ecrire ; mais je sens que j'ai promis plus que je ne 
puis tenir, et je ne puis register an desir qui me 
presse de Yoaa demander de yob noQYelles, qnoiqne 
je Bois obligee de me semr pour cela d'une main 
etrang^re, mes yeux n'^tant pas encore r^tablia du 
mal que la petite Yerole leur a fait. J'ai le plaisir de 
m'entretenir souYent de yous aYeo M. D'Alembert, 
qui aspire ainsi que moi au moment ou nous aurons 
le plaisir de yous roYoir. Madame de Boufflers me 
donne souYent de yos nouYelles, et me fait esperer 
que YOUS ne tarderez pas a reYenir. Je Youdrois en 
hater le moment, et yous posseder sans aYoir a crain- 
dre de yous perdre. 

Ma lettre a encore un autre objet que de saYoir 
comment yous yous portez : c'est de yous engager a 
proposer a M. Rousseau un ouYrage qui pourra lui 
etre honorable et utile. Je YOudrois que M. le Dau- 
phin fut lou^ comme il le m^rite, et je ne connois 
sans exception personue en France qui en soit capable. 
M. Rousseau seul pent mettre dans cet eloge la 
chaleur et Tinteret qui peuYent le rendre agr^able aux 
ames sensibles, et dont nos orateurs, nos poetes, et 
nos philosophes ne se doutcnt pas. M. Rousseau a 
d'ailleurs quelques raisons qu il ignore, peut-etre, pour 
cherir la memoire de M. le Dauphin ; car il est con- 
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Btant que ce prince, pea de jours ayant que de mourir, 
a t^moigne s'interesser beaucoup a M. Rousseaa, et 
desapprouve extremement lea pers^utions qu'on lai 
fait souffrir. Enfin, monsieur, j'imagine que cet 
elog^ seroit un moyen de faciliter le retour de M. 
Rousseau en France, et de le rendre k ses amis, et a 
une nation qui le regrette. Si tous goutez cette id^, 
et que vous la fisissiez gouter k M. Rousseau, je joins 
ici a tout hasard un petit memoire qui vient de bonne 
main, et qui pourra servir k M. Rousseau de mati^re 
pour lesbelleschoses qu*il saura dire. Adieu, monsieur: 
echauffez, si vous le pouvez, M. Rousseau sur cette 
besogne. Je connois votre paresse k ecrire — je ne 
Yous demande done point de reponse directe. Je vous 
prie seulement de me dire un mot de ma proposition 
dans la premiere lettre que vous ecrirez k Madame de 
Boufflers; mais je vous prie surtout de revenir^ on 
plutot me dire yous-m6me de vos nouvelles. 

Character of the Dauphin inclosed in the above} 

1. Les premieres etudes de M. le Dauphin n'ont 
pas et6 aussi bonnes qu'on devoit Tattendre de ses 
dispositions, et de sa prodigieuse memoire. Aprte 
son premier mariage, il recommen9a des nouvelles 
etudes ; il s' appliqua beaucoup ; il devora tous les 
livres de belles-lettres. Horace et Virgile ^toient 
ceux auxquelles il donnoit la preference parmi les 
poetes. II sayoit par coeur, Ciceron, Boileau. II 
aimoit beaucoup Horace. II ayoit commence le Grec 

> The Editor ib not aware that this pleasant little 61oge has been 
elsewhere published. It has a pecnliar interest, as an introdaction to 
the character of one who, had he been allowed to liye a longer lifo, 
might have changed the aspect of European history, and given another 
direction to a train of events which began twenty years after his death, 
and are not yet concluded. The eldest son of Louis XY. died on 
20th December 1765, aged thirty -six years. 
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entraine par son gout pour Horace: mais il abaii- 
donna cette etade. C'est son gout pour Hom^i;e ^ qui 
aYoit contribue k lui donner le gout de TAnglois, qu'il 
sayoit assez bien quand il est mort pour le lire au 
moins dans la traduction de Pope. II regrettoit de ne 
pas savoir le Grec. II savoit parfaitement bien le Latin, 
et ayoit meme ete en etat d' ecrire bien dans cette 
langne. II ayoit bien su FEspagnol. II sayoit un peu 
d'ltalien^trespeud'Allemand; maisil Fayoit commence, 
et Tabandonna^ je crois, par le peu de gout qu'il trouya 
dans les auteurs qu'il ayoit commence de lire. 

2. Je n'ai jamais entendu parler M. le Dauphin des 
philosophes modemes. Je sais qu'il estimoit les 
ouyrages et le sayoir de plusieurs. II n' aimoit pas 
la morale qu'on leur impute, mais il etoit I'homme du 
monde le plus tolerant par caractere : il ne crojoit pas 
tout ce qu'on lui disoit centre eux. Son esprit etoit 
porte k la philosophic: pendant sa maladie il a toujours 
lu TEntendement Humain de Locke, et on pouyoit 
juger de son etat par les liyres qu'il lisoit. II reye- 
noit aux liyres de belles-lettres qoand il etoit moins 
bien, et reprenoit Locke quand sa tete etoit plus forte. 
Je ne sais s'il ayoit lu Bolingbrooke, Sidney, &c.; mais 
je le pense. Je suis sur qu'il ayoit lu I'Esprit des Loix 
la plume k la main, et en general tons les liyres sur 
les loix, sur la politique, sur le droit public, &c. 

3. Je ne sais rien de sa politique; malgre sa familia- 
rite, il etoit tres reserye. II respectoit les loix : ce 
respect s'etendoit jusqu' aux magistrats qui le teuoient 
dans leur etat, et qui etoient fiddles k leur deyoir. II 
auroit, je crois, ete tr^s ferme pour I'autorite, mais 
elle auroit ^te tres douce entre ses mains. La bonte, 

^ In the M.S., the name has been originaUy written Horace, and 
corrected Homhv. The critical reader will judge whether or not a 
like correction should hare been made in the preceding line. 
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la facilite, la gaite etoient le caractere distinctif de son 
&me et de son esprit. Sa mort teat assez connoitre 
b'U 7 joignoit le coarage. 

4. Sa religion etoit sincere, profonde, raisonnee. 
II Tavoit etndiee sons tons ses rapports. U TaToit 
consideree relativement k son inflaence, soit en bien 
soit en mal, snr le peuple. H existe de sa main des 
reflexions concises snr tons ses effets, mais ce recneil est 
entre les mains de Madame la Danphine. Sa religion 
etoit facile. II n'etoit severe ponr personne qne ponr 
lni-m6me. II n'avoit ancnne des petitesses des depots. 
Tont le monde s'est trompe snr son compte. Les 
prStres croyoient qn'il ^toit tout kenx, mais il n*etoit 
qn'k la religion : les philosophes le croyoient fanatiqne, 
et il n'anroit jamais tonrmente personne ponr ses opi- 
nions, ponrvn qn'onles fit tenir dans des homes sages, et 
jamais il n'anroit et6 persecnteur — son caractere et 
ses principes y etoient egalement contraires. II louoit 
St Louis d'avoir soutenu les droits de sa couronne 
contre le Pape, et jamais les prgtres n' auroient entre- 
pris snr son autorite. II n'ayoit aucune petite pra- 
tique de religion. II n'a mis ancnne petitesse dans 
tout le temps de sa longue maladie. Sa religion 6toit 
grande — ^toute pour lui, rien an dehors qne de la 
simplicite et de la fermete ; une fermete et une gaite 
mdme dont il y a pen d'exemple — ^une honte et une 
douceur que rien n'a pu alterer. C'est cette simplicite, 
cette force, oette resignation ferme, qui a feit dire 
qu'il gtoit mort en philosophe; et en effet il n'y 
jamais eut de mort aussi ferme. 
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3. 

lyAlemheH. — Thanks Hame for prooiiring a pensioii for a friend (RoutMaa)— 
Pxesmed oontinnation of hit Hiitory, tbe oaow of his abienoe from 
Fraoflo — Begieta thai Home did not attempt an eodeeiaitieal bietory— 
iDocolation in England and Franoe — Exoommnnioation of the Duke of 
Panaa by the Pope. 

APana,le2SF^vrier. 

Rbcevez, mon cher ami, tons meg remeicimens de 
la bonne odnyre que toos ayez faite en procurant nne 
pulsion k nn malhenreax homme qui Tavoit bien 
meritee. Je ne donte pas que sa reconnoissance ne 
soit egale k votre bienfaisance. Je me snis hkie de Ini 
mander sa bonne fortune. 

Je me suis bien donte, par le silence qui regnoit 
dans Yotre ayant-derri^re lettre snr votre retour, qne 
nons ne deyions pas esp^rer de vons revoir sitot. Vons 
Toilk done embarqu^ dans Tach^yement de yotre 
histoire. Vons anrez, si yousle yonlez, de bien bonnes 
yerites k dire snr toutes les sottises que la France et 
ses ennemis ont faits pendant la Guerre de la Succes- 
sion, et sur les causes qui ont produit ces sottises. 
Quelque interessanteque cette mati^re puisse ^re entre 
Tos mains, j'aurois pourtant mieux aime yous yoir 
entreprendre Thistoire ecdesiastique. U est, ce me 
semble, plus curienx de yoir les hommes s'egorger pour 
des impertinences theologiques, que pour des proyin- 
ces et dee royaumes qui en yalent un peu plus la peine. 
Quoiqu'il en soit, je suis trte mauyais gre qu'k 
quelque histoire qne ce puisse Stre de me priyer du 
plaisir que je me fusois de yous reyoir, ou mSme de 
differer ce plaisir ; car yous ne m'otez pas tout-a-fait 
Fesperance, quoiqu' k yous dire yrai, il ne m'en reste 
pas beaucoup. Mile, de L'Espinasse me charge de yous 
dire la m6me chose, et de yous assurer qu'elle maudit 
de bon coeur toutes les histoires dn monde. EUe 
yous est bien oblig^ de TinterSt que yous prenez k sa 
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sante, qui est dans oe moment un pea meilleure. Oai, 
sans donte, nous ferions bien de toos imiter par 
rinocnlation; mais les Anglois font des experimens, 
tandis que les Fran9oi8 dispntent. 

Que dites-TOQS de rexcommunication lancee par N. 
S. P. le Pape contre le Dao de Parme ? II faat avoner 
que le St Siege prend bien son temps : ne yous sem- 
bla-t-il pas entendre le Pape dire anx philosophes — 
'' Messieurs, vons mettez depnis long-tems le fen k 
ma maison ; elle n'est pas encore tout-i^fait brul^ ; 
Toila des fagots et an baril d'huile dont je yous faia 
present pour £Eure aller le fea plus Yite.'' Ah ! que de 
fous dans ce meilleur des mondes possibles ! Adieu, 
mon cher ami. Je serais toujours, absent oomme pre* 
sent, tuus es animOy 

D*Alembebt. 

4. 

Mtte, ds L*Eipina$$e, — First bnni of euriodty on the qnurel with Bovneaii — 
DettTM to know the ftill particnlan, not from idle oniioeity bat friendship 
— Is sure that nothing will disgast him with doing good — Yields 
the pen to lyAlembert, who also desires to know the partienlars — A tri- 
umph to Yoltain — Bids Hvme think twioe before exposing his gxiefr to 
the public — An abridgement of Ecclesiastical History attributed to the 
King of Prussia. 

He, mon Dieu ! Monsieur — qu'est-il done arriYe 
entre yous et Rousseau? Quelle noirceur yous a-t-il 
done faite ? SuiYant la lettre que yous aYez ecrite an 
Baron, il n'y a rien qu'on ne doiYe craindre. V os amis 
sent encore plus affliges qu' etonnes. II est inoon- 
ceYable qu'un homme qui yous a tant d'obligations ait 
pu se resoudre & yous manquer. La douceur de yos 
moeurs et Thonnetete de YOtre caract^re ferment un 
grand prejuge contre lui, aYant meme qu on sache en 
detail de quoi il est question. Si je ne croignois pas 
de YOUS etre importune, je yous supplierois de Youloir 
bien me dire le precis des noirceurs que yous aYez 
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epTonyees. Ce n'est point du tout par curiosity que je 
voufl le demande, car je yons crois 8ur Yotre parole ; 
mais permettez-moi de youb le dire — c'est par interet 
pour yous, et pour etre k portee de yous defendre contre 
les ianatiques de Rousseau, dont plusieurs meritent de 
restime. Je suis yeritablement affligee de yoir que taut 
de procedes yertueux yous aient reussi si mal. Je 
suis cependant bien sure qu'ils ne yous degoiiteront 
pas de faire le bien. M. D'Alembert ne s'en rapporte 
pas k moi pour yous dire tout Finteret qu'il prend k 
▼otre situation. Je luis cede la plume. ^ 

Oui, mon cher ami — j'ai grande enyie de sayoir, 
ainsi que Mile, de L*Espinasse, le sujet qui yous afflige 
et qui yous tourmente. Je yois d'ici Voltaire tri- 
ompher et dire — De qtwi diable aussi se mdlmt-il! 
Pour moi, je suis content de yous plaindre, et de 
desirer passionnement d'etre mieux instruit pour 
pouyoir persuader k tout le monde, ce dont je suis 
deja persuade d'ayance, que Rousseau a grand tort 
ayec yous. Cependant, je yous conseille d'y penser k 
deux fois ayant que de mettre yos griefs sous les jeux 
du public, parce que ces sortes de querelles ne font 
souyent qu'echauffer dayantage les fanatiques obstines, 
et parce que les indifferens en prennent occasion de 
dire du mal des gens de lettres. Mais je m' aper9ois 
que c'est une mauyaise tete qui donne des conseils k 
une bonne — ^roon amitie excusera ma sottise. Dites- 
nous done au moins— dites-nous done si e'en est une 
que de yous attendre dans ce pays^i; c'est un senti- 
ment bien naturel que de yous desirer. 

Aye&-yous yu un petit abrege d'histoire ecdesias- 
tique--qu'on attribue a un Roi du Nord, grand seryi- 
teur de Dieu ainsi que yous et moi ? Tout roi qu'il 
est, pourtant-:-fut-il mSme Empereur — ^j'aimerois 

^ Here Mile, de L'Espinasae ends, and D'Alembert begins. 
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mieax que cet abrege de Thistoire ecdesiastique fat 
de yoQS. Mile, de L' Espinasse toos prie de youloir bien 
faire rendre oetke lettre k son adresae. Elle tous 
demande pardon de la peine. Adieu, men cher ami. 
Consolez-Yous et repondez-nou8» et ressouyenefr-Toas 
que virtutum prcBmium in ipsis est^ et recti fou^ti 
merces ert/ecisse. 

5. 

D'^JMii^n— ThiBkf for detoOB in » prntions latter— ConnadB regudiag 
RonMSAQ — Suggests deliberation and etreamspection — Had read Home's 
letter regarding the quarrel to Mile, de L'E^inasse, Toigot, MoreUet, 
TBUnXf Saorin, Marmontely and Daelos — Their united opinion that h» ought 
to print an aoconnt of the qaarrel if onlj to justify himseli^ bat reoommends 
moderation andeleamees — Mile, de L'Espinssse's esteem — ^Had seen Adam 
Smith — Details zegnrding the health of MUe. de L'Espmane — Is to 
forward the details of Ronseean's albir to Yoltaire. 

A Parti, ce 21 Juillti. 

Vous n'ayez point perdu de temps» men cher et 
digne ami, pour repondre a la lettre que j'ai Thonneur 
de yous ecrire il y a huit jours; et je n'en perds point 
non plus, comme vous yoyez, pour repondre k celle que 
yous yenez de m' adresser. Je commence par vous 
faire tous mes remerctmens du detail ou yous youlez 
bien entrer ayec moi sur Ta&ire qui yous interesse, et 
qui interesse tous yos amis, et sur la confianee que 
yous youlez bien me marquer. Je yaist&cher de m*en 
rendre digne en yous faisant part de mes reflexions. - 
D*abord, je yous obseryerai que yous n' ayez pas bien 
compris le but du conseil que je yous donnois dans 
ma premiere lettre. Je ne yous conseillois pas, com- 
me yous paroissez Tayoir cru, cT attendre que Rms- 
seau vous aUaque^ et de rester en attendant les bras 
croisis. Je yous conseillois, si je m'en souyiens bien, 
d'y regarder a deux fois ayant que de rendre cette 
histoire publique — c'est-ji-dire, de ne rien faire preoi- 
pitamment, et qu' aprds y ayoir bien refl^hi; parce 
qu'il est toujours d^sagreable, et souvent nuisible, 
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d'ayoir nn proc^ par ecrit devant cette sotte bete 
appellee le publicy qui ne demande pas mieux que 
d'sToir du mal si dire de ceux dont le merite lui fait 
ombrage. Je crois par votre lettre que tous ayez 
peofie k peu pres comme moi, et que vous n'ayez point 
▼oulu prendre de parti extreme qu'ayec reflexion. 
Si yotre querelle ayec Rousseau n'ayoit pas fait tant 
de bruit, si yous ne yous etiez pas plaint de lui de la 
mani^e la plus yiye, et, ce me semble, la plus juste, je 
persisterois encore dans ma premiere opinion, qui 
8eroit de ne rien imprimer. Mais le public, est au- 
jourd'hui trop occupe de yotre querelle, et les choses 
Bont trop ayancees, pour que yous ne rendiez pas les 
fsatB absolument notoires. Le hasard a youla que la 
plupart de yos amis, et surtout ceux k qui yous me 
conseillez de lire yotre lettre, se soient trouyes rassem- 
bles chez Mile, de L'Espinasse presque an moment 
que je Fai re^ue: M. Turgot, M. I'Abbe Morellet, 
M. Ronx, M. Saurin, M. Marmontel, M. Duclos-** 
tons unanimement, ainsi que Mile, de L'Espinasse et 
moi, sonunes d' ayis que yous deyez donner cette 
histoire au public, ayec toutes ses circonstanoes. Voici 
oe que nous yous conseillons — je dis nous, car je parle 
ici au nom de tous. Yous commencerez d'abord par 
dire que yous sayez que Rousseau trayaille a ses 
memoires; qu'il fera, sans doute, mention de sa que- 
relle ayec yous, qui a fait trop de bruit pour qu'il ne 
cherche pas k la tourner a son ayantage: que les 
memoires pourront parottre on apr^ yotre mort, on 
aprte la sienne — que dans le premier cas, comme yous 
I'obseryez yous-mSme, personne ne pourra yous jus- 
tifier; que dans le second, yotre defense seroit 
sans force : que yous ayez done cru deyoir donner 
yous-meme toute cette histoire au public, afin que 
M. Rousseau r^ponde s'il le pent. Ensuite yous 



188 LETTERS OF EMINENT PERSONS. 

entrerez dans le detail, et dans le plus grand detail ; 
mais snrtout — et c'est nne chose absolament esseD- 
tielle, et qne nous yous recommendons tons — ^oua 
vous bornerez anx fait8» exprimes simplement et 
nettement, sans aigrenr, sans la moindre injure, sans 
meme de reflexions sur le caractere de Rousseau et 
sur ses ecrits; vous rapporterez yos lettres et les 
siennes— celle qu'il yous a ecrite le 23 juin suffiroit 
seule pour le faire condamner. Yous ne direz point, 
du moins trop souYent, que yous etes son bienfaiteur — 
tout le monde le sait assez. Enfin, mon cher ami, nous 
YOUS recommendons, et nous yous conjurons, de mettre 
dans cette brochure la plus grande moderation, mais en 
meme temps la plus grande clarte. Si yous pou ycz aYoir 
la lettre qu'il a ecrite k milord Marechal, il ne faudra 
pas manquer de Tinserer dans cette histoire ; il ne 
faudra pas manquer non plus d*expliquer en detail, et 
bien nettement, ce que yous me mandez — queYOusaYez 
decouYert, par diff!6rentes circonstances, que depuis 
deux mois Rousseau aYoit forme ce dessein contre 
YOUS. II faudra yous abstenir de parler des autres 
querelles qu'il a cues aYec d'autres personnes, parce que 
I'esprit de ses querelles n'est pas connu du public, que 
Rousseau chercheroit k le rendre obscur, et k se don- 
ner par la de TaYantage dans la rdponse, s'il en fait une. 
Nous pensons aussi, que comme le public est actuelle- 
ment fort occupe de cette affiure, yous ne doYez point 
perdre le temps pour imprimer, ce que le pliitot en sera 
le mieux ; c'est meme en partie pour cette raison que je 
me hatede Yousrepondre au nom de nous trois. Jenedois 
pas YOUS laisser ignorer une chose^-c'est qu'on dit que 
Rousseau yous soup9onne d'aYoir eu part, on du moins 
d'aYoir eu connoissance, de la lettre sous le nom du 
Roi de Prusse que M. Walpole a ecrite contre lui, 
en quoi je ne puis approuYor M. Walpole, parce 
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qu'il 7 a de la craaute k tonrmenter un malheureux 
qui ne nous a point fait du mal. II est done essentiel 
que TOQS tiriez cette affaire an clair, et que yous 
prouviez, comme je n'en doute pas, que vous n'atez 
point eo de part k cette mechancete. 

Voila, mon cher ami, ce que nous pensons, et ce que 

pensent, il me semble, tons les gens de lettres, et les 

gens honorables. Tout le monde nevous donnera, pent- 

etre, pas le meme conseU, mais vous devez vous d^fler 

de trois choses : de la foiblesse des uns qui vous con- 

seilleront le silence par lachete— dela fausse generosite 

des autres, qui tous conseilleront de demeurer en repos 

centre yos interets — enfin des fanatiques de Rousseau, 

qui ne Youdroient pas que vous tiriez sa conduite et son 

earact^re an grand jour. Vos Yeritables amis, an 

nombre desquels je me flatte que vous me comptez, 

penseront autrement, et yous conseilleront ce qu'ils 

croient le plus couYenable k Yotre reputation. Tout 

ce que je yous dis la, mon cher ami, je le dirois en 

prince de Rousseau lui-mSme : je n'ai aucune raison, 

au moins que je sache, de me plaindre ni de me loner 

personnellement de lui; mais je dois k YOtre amitie, qui 

me demande conseil, de lui dire ce que je feroissi j'etois 

k Yotre place, et si j'avois en main, comme yous, de 

quoi rendre ma justification plus claire que le jour. 

Mile, de L'Espinasse — k qui j'ai lu toute Yotre lettre 
et ma r^ponse, et qui prend k yous le plus grand 
interet — me charge de yous dire combien elle yous 
aime, et combien elle est persuadee que yous devez im- 
primer. Elle ne pense pas, non plus que moi et tous 
YOS amis, qu'il suflSse d'envoyer cinq on six copies de 
cette histoire k differentes personnes, cojnme yous 
paroissez en avoir le dessein ; cela aurait Fair d'une 
justification ten^breuse — d'une demarche obscure — 
enfin ce que nous appellons un coup fourre, qui n'est 
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pas digne de yoiub, et qui ne soffiroit pas pour mettre 
Rousseau absoloment dans son tort. M. Dados, en 
particnlier, me charge de yoos dire que, quoiqn'il ait 
ete jusqu' Ji present ami de Rousseau, il trouve qae sa 
conduite enyers vous est inexplicable, qu'elle est plaine 
de noirceur, et qu'il est n^cessaire de le deyoiler. J'ai 
en I'honneur de voir M. Smith. Nous avons beau- 
coup parl^ de yous et de Yotre affiure, et je ne man* 
querai pas de lui faire part de Yotre lettre, comme 
YOUS me le recommandez. Tons yos amis, et surtout 
Mile, de L'Espinasse et moi, sont tr^s affliges de Yoir 
que Yotre retour a Paris n'est pas aussi prochain que 
nous Fesperons. Nous desirous que yous rompiez, le 
plus promptement qu'il se pourra, les liens qui yous em- 
pechent de reyenir k nous. Mile, de L'Espinasse est 
tres sensible k tout ce que yous m^itez pour elle dans 
Yotre lettre. Elle ne yous aYoit point parle de sa 
sante, parce qu'en yous ecriyant elle n'^toit occupee 
que de yous. Elle se porte assez bien, mais ses yeux 
sont tr^s fiEtibles, et out grand besoin de menagement. 
Elle est assez marquee de la petite y^role, mais sans 
en etre defigur^e le moins du monde. Je ne man- 
querai pas de mander a Voltaire les details que yous 
me faites ; ce sera, comme yous dites» yotre traite de 
paix ayec lui. Assurement toute cette histoire le 
diyertira beaucoup, et yous procurera^ peut-etre, quel- 
que papier de sa fa9on. II &ut laisser £Edre. Pour 
yous, mon cher ami — soyez graye dans yotre defense^ 
simple, clair, entrant dans tons les details n^essaireis, 
et surtout tr^ modere dans les expressions : yotre de- 
fense n'en aura que plus de force. Je yous embrasse 
de tout mon cceur. 
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6. 

jy^lemberL-^'Thid qianel with Roosaeftu— An apostrophe to Rouflsean— 
KxamiTi ation of the flrat letter of accasation — ConnselB Hame not to pah- 
liah lint, hat to waHtm he 18 attaeked— This the opinion too of his other 
fiienda — Ronasean fiUlen in the estimation of his friends in Paris— Desires 
Hame to forward to him an inolosed note — DisapproTOs of Walpole's letter, 
and hhunes Madame da Deflknd for haying giren it oorreetion and approval 
— ^Walpole took it also to HelTetinSy who refosed his sanction— -Misander- 
Btanding between Voltaire and Roosseaa— Its caose— -Philosophers — Their 
condition in France— Hame's saperiority in position, as being English — 
The alhir of M. de la Bure— Voltaire alarmed by the symptoms of 
intotexaace— A Bamabite Italian recommended to Home— La Chaletois. 

4 AoiU 1766. 

Ah ! pardieu, mon cher Jean-Jacques, il n'y a pas 
moyen d'y tenir, quelque envie qu'on ait de respecter 
votre situation, et de ne se pas moquer de yous» et 
il faxA rire malgr^ qn'on en ait. C'est done moi qui 
snis anteur, ou tout au moins complice, de la lettre de 
M. Walpole ! et vous etes s&r de cela comme si vous 
Faviez su ; et je suis depuis long-temps votre ennemi 
secret, et j'ai fait un complot avec M. Hume pour 
vous perdre !-*-je ne serois jamais doute de tout cela» 
et je vous felicite d'avoir de si bonnes lunettes. 

Laissons-ldi ce pauvre fou, mon cher ami, et parlous 
de la tr^ plaisante lettre qu'il vous a ecrite, et des 
preuves incontestables — surtout une qui m'a frappe : 
c'est ee regaftdfixey qui est en effet bien propre k faire 
ouvrir les yewv sur votre perfidie aux moins clair- 
voyans. Je me souviens qu'un jour que vous me 
parliez en me regardant entre deux yeux, je vous 
conseillez en ami de vous defaire le plutot que vous 
pourriez de ce regard-la, et qu'il vous joueroit un 
mauvais tour. Vous y voila pret, et je vous Tavois 
bien predit. II ne faut jamais regarder fixement les 
gens k qui on parle ; je I'ai oui dire k un grand philo- 
sophe, qui regardoit tout le monde de travers. 
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II 7 a dans la drole de lettre de cejoU petit homme, 
comme vons Tappelliez autrefois, une phrase sacra- 
mentelle ou sacramentale, k laquelle vous n*aTez peut- 
etre pas taat autant d'attention qu elle le merite; c'est 
que le public^ qui cTabord awit et^fort amoureux de lui, 
commenpa bientdt ap'es a le nigliger. Voilk ce qui 
le fache yeritablement, et il s'en prend k qui il pent. 
Vous Tons etes charge de montrer Tours a la foire ; 
sa loge, qni d'abord etoit pleine, est bientot restee 
vide, et il vons en rend responsable. II est d'aiUeurs 
tres certain — et je le sais de Dudos son ami» a qui il 
Ta dit, ainsi qu'k bien d'autres — qu'il ne peut pas 
souffrir toutes les personnes a qui it a obligation: et 
sur ce pied-lk» vous avez bien des droits k sa haine. 
Mais il fisbudroit du moins etre un plus adroit — adroit 
au moins comme il pretend que Je le suis — et ne pas 
avoir la b^tisse de yous dire, entr'autres raisons de 
votre delot/aute^ que votre bien-parlance envers lui est 
tr^s sar-naturelle pour etre sincere, car quiconque lira 
cet endroit de sa lettre en condura que cette autre 
personuage, ce grand pr^dicateur de la verite dans ses 
ecrits, ne croit done pas ji la yertu des autres : or, il 
en resultera de facheux soup^ons centre la sienne: 
et quand on joint a cela les precedes envers ses 
autres amis, et les cinq ou six enfans qu'il a faits a 
la servante, et qu'il a mis aux Enfans Trouves, on dira 
qu'il n'a pas bonne grace k crier vertu aux quatre 
coins des rues ; et tout ce qu'il a ecrit sur la vertu 
paroitra bien froid, et toute son eloquence ne sera 
pas plus d'effet que le beau pathos qui termine sa 
lettre. Mon premier mouvement en le lisant a ete 
d'admirer sa rbetorique ; le second a ete de rire, et 
de dire, en levant les epaules-^voila un homme qui 
employe la force d'Hercule pour rompre un fetu. 

Apres tout cela, mon cber ami, vous devez sentir 
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que c*est mon avis, sur le parti que nous devons 
prendre, o'est de ne rien publier du tout contre Rous- 
seau, et d*attendre qu'il vous attaque. Comme je n' ai 
re^u votre troisi^me lettre qu'hier au soir, et que le 
courier me presse, je n'ai pu sayoir Fayis de yos autres 
amis; mais c'est celui de MUe. de L'Espinasse, et de 
toutes les personnes k qui j'ai pu en parler, que Totre 
seconde lettre a entierement perdu Rousseau dans 
I'esprit meme de ses plus zeles partisans. U n'y a 
absolument qu'une Toix aujourd'hui pour dire que 
c'est un fou, et un yilain fou, et un fou dangereux. 
Ceux qui lui font le plus de grace, mettent seulement 
en doute s'il est sensiblement mechant; et c'est de 
quoi je ne doute pas pour mon compte. Mais cela 
ne fait rien au fond. II suffit qu'il soit declare 
unanimement fou, digue d'etre mis k Bedlam, pour 
que nous n'ayons rien k en craindre. D'ailleurs — et 
c*est la reflexion que me faisoit hier un de mes amis, 
homme tr^s sense, qui sait bien Rousseau tel qu'il est 
— ^tout ce qu'il vent, c'est de faire parler de lui, a 
quelque prix que ce soit; et le plus mauvais tour 
qu'on puisse lui jouer, c'est d'emp§cher le plus qu'il 
est possible qu'on n'en parle, et par consequent de 
ne rien imprimer contre lui sans n^essite. Ne laissez 
pourtant pas de m'envoyer copie de la grande lettre, 
et du traite de correspondance : c'est un recueil 
curieux, et qu'il est bon d'avoir. Si le paquet etoit 
trop gros et trop coiiteux, vous pourriez trouver 
quelque occasion de me le faire tenir — ^par exemple, en 
Fadressant k M. de Montigny, qui me le remettroit 
surement, ou par le courier de Tambassadeur. 

Quant k moi, mon cher ami : quoique I'opinion et 
les discours d'un fou ne me toucbent gueres — quoique 
la lettre et les complots dont il m^accuse aient, tout 
k la foi, fait rire, et indign^ tons ceux qui en out 

o 
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entendu parler — je vonsprie cependa^it de faire jettera 
cette bdte feroce, au trayers de ces torreaux, le petit 
papier que je vous adresse. VouA le trouverez, je 
crois, decent et modere; et pourvu qu*il reste ^ ce 
mechant fou quelque leg^re etincelle de pndeur et de 
raison, j'esp^re que cette declaration, quand 11 Taura 
lue, me yengera bien cruellement de lui. Je n'ai pa 
me dispenser de dire dans ce papier que j'ai desapprouye 
la lettre de M. Walpole. Vous savez ce que je vous ai 
dit plusieurs fois a Paris sur ce sujet. Madame de 
Boufflers sait que je lui ai dit la m^me chose, aussi 
bien que Madame de Luxembourg et mille autres : et je 
crois que M. Walpole auroit pu se dispenser de cette 
platitude, (car e'en est une, et la lettre n'est pas tres 
bonne,) d'autant plus que I'effet de cette pasquinade a 
^t^ de tourner tout-a-fait la tete a un pauvre fana- 
tique, et de compromettre deux honnetes gens, dent 
I'un est de ses amis, et dont Tautre ne lui a £ut 
aucun mal. On dit ici comme une chose tr^ cer- 
taine, que c'est Madame du Deffand qui lui a inspire 
cette m^chancet^ (elle en est tres capable, et vous le 
savez bien:) on ajoute que c*est elle qui a revu et 
corrig^ la lettre pour le style. Peut-Stre Rousseau 
I'a-t-il entendo dire, et comme il pent ignorer que je ne 
vois plus Madame du Deffand depuis deux ans, il a 
pu en conclure que j'avais travailld a la lettre. On 
dit aussi que M. Walpole avoit porte la lettre k lire 
et d^ corriger I, M. Helvetius, qui le lui eut refus^ 
quoiqu'il eut de tres grandes raisons de se plaindre de 
Rousseau : ce proc^d^, si noble et si honnete, auroit 
du faire des reflexions sL M. Walpole, et Fengager 
a remettre son papier dans la poche pour n'en pas 
sortir. II ne fait, ce me semble, que ce qu'il toos 
doit en vous permettant de dire qu'il est Fauteur de 
la lettre; il feroit mieux encore de I'^rire sk Rousseau 
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lui-meme, de lui dire les choses comme elles sont, en 
lai marquant d'ailleurs (s'il le juge apropos) aatant de 
mepris qu'il voudra, et eii disant pleinement pour tous 
ceux a qui il a voalu si mal-&propo8 une tracasserie. 
Mais qnelque parti qu'il prenne, je crois pour moi ne 
devoir ^ moi-meme de confondre Rousseau, qui 
apparemment me demandera pardon de sa sottise, et 
qui Fobtiendra aisement, ^ condition de ne parler 
jamais de moi, en bien on en mal. C'est apparem- 
ment ma liaison ayec Voltaire qui lui a fait croire 
que j'^tais son ennemi. II est vrai que j'aime infini- 
ment mieux la mani^re de Voltaire que la sienne. II 
est yrai que Rousseau m'a toujours paru un charlatan, 
fort ^oquent, k la verity, mais qui a le malheur 
d'employer son Sequence a des chimdres, et qui finira 
par etre oubli^. II est yrai que, bien loin de le croire, 
comme beaucoup de gens, un adroit sophiste, je le 
trouye un mauvais et maladroit logicien. II est vrai, 
enfin, que je sais de science certaine, que si Voltaire 
s'est moqu^ de Rousseau, Rousseau a eu les premiers 
torts ayec lui, en lui ^riyant une lettre impertinente 
et ridicule sur les comedies qu'il faisait jouer aupr^s 
de Geneye, et en lui disant qu'il ^toit Pempoissonneur 
de sa patrie ; mais ce qui est encore plus yrai, c'est que 
j'ai fait tout mon possible pour caJmer Voltaire, et 
pour Fempecher d'dcrire centre ce pauyre fou-lk. Je 
me souyiens que je lui ^criyois un jour : " II est yrai 
que Rousseau a aboy^, comme yous le dites, centre les 
Philosophes, (dans son EmUe,) mais ayouez aussi qu'il 
a mordu les ennemis de la philosophic jusqu'au sang 
(dans le Vicaire Savoyard) ; il faut done," continuais-je, 
''ne lui pas jetter les pierres mais du pain, pour 
I'empecher d'aboyer, et pour lui donner la force de 
mordre." Je lui 6sriyis dans une autre lettre — "Rous- 
seau est un homme de beaucoup d'esprit, mais il n'a 
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d'esprit que quand il a la fievre; il ne faut ni le 
guerir ni I'outrager/' Je vous demande, mon cher 
ami, si ce sont Ik les propos d'un homme qui cherche 
k nuire h, Rousseau. Mile, de L'Espinasse a la ces 
lettres, et me servira de temoin en cas de besoin. 
EUe Yous remercie mille fois de votre souvenir, et 
paroit bien revenue sur le compte de Jean-Jacques. 
Avouez que cette Du Deffand doit etre bien contente 
d'avoir caus^ toute cette tracasserie-ld.. Adieu, mon 
cher ami. Je vous embrasse de tout mon coeur. 
Revenez nous voir le plutot que vous pouvez. Ce n'est 
pas qu'il fasse trop bien en France pour les Philo- 
sophes — au moins en ce moment ; mais votre quality 
d'^tranger, et surtout d'Anglois, et d'Anglois c^l^bre* 
vous mettra sL Fabri des persecutions auxquelles la 
raison est expos ^e dans ce pays. 

Vous avez peut-6tre entendu parler d*un arr6t aussi 
absurde qu*atroce que nos seigneurs du Parlement de 
Paris, ces digues magistrats, ces tjens de la patrie 
comme le gazettier de Hollande les appelle, viennent 
de rendre centre cinq jeunes gens de condition, dont 
le plus ag^ a 22 ans, et le plus jeune 16 ; et dont Tun 
est ordonne k avoir la tSte tranchee et k etre jette au 
feu (ce qui a ete execute,) et un autre qui est en fidte k 
etre brule vif — ^pour des extravagances orduri^res et 
impies, qui n'ont pas m^me ete publiques, et qui ne 
sont pas non plus trop bien prouvees. Elles meritoient 
qu'on mtt ces jeunes gens a la correction dans une 
maison de force ou dans une prison pendant un an — et 
c'etoit I'avis de dix des juges ; mais quinze autres plus 
eclaires (dont I'un avoit examine lamati^re)les out con- 
damnes au dernier supplice. Le cri public est general 
centre cette abomination. Voltaire en est si indigne et 
si trouble que la t^te lui en toume absolument : on dit 
qu'il ne veut plus rester en France, et qu'il a demande 
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au Roi de Prusse un asyle dansle pays de Cleves- II 
est certain qu*il ne se croit pas en surete, (en quoi je 
crois qn'ilesttroppoltron, puisqu'iln'y a rien de prouye 
contrelni;) et par les lettres enragees qu'ilm'ecrit — car 
je ne Tai jamais tu furieax k ce point — je juge qu'il 
n'est pas en eftet eloigne de quitter un pays oii la vie des 
hommes estdependantedepareilleschoses, et de pareils 
juges.^ Celui des jeunes gens qui a ete execute est mort 
avec un sang froid digne d'une meilleure tete. Plusieurs 
conseillers au Farlement disent hautement k quel point 
ils trouvent TarrSt barbare et inique ; et les juges de 
maroc, qui Tout rendu, commencent, dit-on, k etre un 
pen honteux. II faut convenir que cela soulage bien 
le pauvre ddcapite. II y a ici un Barnabite Italien, 
bon geometre, et pourtant, comme disoit Fontenelle, 
homme d'esprit et philosophe ; quoiqu'il soit de plus 
prStre et moine, il ne revient point de Tatrocite de ce 
jugement, et il dit hautement que» dans Finquisition de 
Rome, ces jeunes gens auroient ete condamnds tout 
au plus k un an de prison, et k quelques jours de jeune. 
En Terite, mon cher ami, nous avons bien k nous felici- 
ter du progres de la raison ; on l^veroit les epaules de 
pretre, si Tindignation contre ces Busiris en robe^ 
comme Voltaire les appelle, n'etoit pas encore plus 
fort que le mepris. 

VouB avez, peut-Stre, aussi entendu parler de I'affaire 
de M. de La Cbalotois. II vient de donner un memoire 
qui lui concilie tout le public, et qui excite le cri 

^ This narrative refers to the celebrated case of La Barre, a fuU 
account of which wiU be found in the usual biographies of Voltaire. 
He had some reason to be afraid, as a copy of the PhUosophical 
Dictionary found in La Barre's possession was condemned to be 
burnt as a sort of participator in his offences. The Tournelle enter- 
tamed a proposal to seize the author, but in the end they were rather 
punished by him than he by them. 
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general contre le mystere d'iniqoite 'qu'on a pratiqn^ 
contra lui, et contre rimpudence avec laquelle ses 
ennemifl ont os^ en imposer au Roi. Toat cela est de 
la besogne des jesuites ; les marauds viennent encore 
dans la podle, ou on les a fait frire : il faut avouer qae 
c'est uue canaille bien haissable et bien dangerense. 

Le Bamabite Italien, dont je voos parlais il n'y a 
qu' un moment, s'appelle Frisi :^ il doit aller iucessam- 
ment ^ Londres ; il m'a demande pour vous un mot 
de lettre, que je lui donnerai. Vous serez surement 
tr^ content de lui, comme je suis sur qu'il le sera de 
Tous. Vous lui trouverez une t£te tr^s philosophique, 
et qui sait bien apprecier les sottises de Tespece 
humaine en tout genre : je vous prie de lui procurer 
tous les agremens qui dependront de vous. Adieu 
encore une fois, mon cher ami! portez-vous bien: que 
le ciel vous tienne en joie ; et qu'il garde bien Rous- 
seau dans sa loge, afin qu'il ne fasse pas de mal k 
vous, ni k moi, ni k personne ; mais surtout qu'il vous 
ramene promptement au milieu de vos amis, au nom- 
bre desquels je me flatte que vous me mettez, et 
assurement avec grande raison. Vale^ igitur^ et nos 
ama^ quemadmodum te a nobis amari scis. Mille 
pardons de cette longue lettre, maisje me flatte qu'elle 
ne vous ennuiera pas. Je me rejouis d'avance de 
lire le beau plaidoyer de dix-huit pages de Diog^ne 
Rousseau. Je vous prie d'envoyer cette lettre tout 
ouverte k M. Davenport, et d'en prendre copie aupa- 
ravant, ne varietur} M. Davenport la donnera k Rous- 
seau, apr^s en avoir aussi prise copie ; et j'en garde 

^ Apparently the celebrated mathematician Paulo Frisi. 

* The letter dated 3d August 1766, in which he ylndicated himself 
from the charge of being the author of the letter written by Walpole 
in the name of Frederic the Great. It is among the MSS. of the 
Royal Society, and is printed at the end of the Exposd Succinct. 
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line antre de mon tSte. Ronssean, mojennant ces 
precantioDS, ne poarra pas la falsifier. 

7. 

J/£IU, de UEtpinaiBe. — Badinage — Thoughts on firiendship and enmity with 
relation to the Roaaeean quarrel — Consolationa to the person imposed on 
by the goodness of his heart — Lamentations on Hume's continued absence. 

Parity ee 13 AoiU. 

Oui, Monsieur, j'ai ete toutes des premieres k 
connoitre votre merit e. J'en fais vanite, et j'ai desire 
tres sincerement d'etre yotre amie. Je m'etois flattee 
d'y avoir reussi, et c'est avec beaucoup de chagrin 
que je me suis aper9ue que je m'^tois trompee. N'allez 
pas me dire que c^est actuellement que je me trompe. 
Convenez que si quelqu'un de yotre connoissanee se 
liait aujourd'hui intimement ayec Jean-Jacques, yous 
ne pourriez pas le regarder comme yotre ami, et yous 
trouveriez singulier qu'on traita d'animosite le juste 
ressentiment que la mechancete et I'ingratitude in- 
spirent. J'ignore si I'usage autorise ou tol^re les 
liaisons de nos amis ayec nos ennemis. Je ne sais que 
ce que dicte Tamitie, et je serois fachee d'en sayoir 
dayantage. 

Vous ne deyez pas douter de ce que j'ai pense sur 
les proc^d^s de Jean-Jacques. J'en ai ete indignee, 
mais pen surprise. Vous deyez yous consoler de cette 
ayenture ; il n'j a point de honte k §tre la dupe de son 
bon ccBur. Je suis bien persuadee que c'est I'ayis de 
notre ami M. Walpole, et je suis fort trompee s'il ne 
lui est pas arrive souvent d'eprouyer de tels incon- 
yenients. 

Pour mon petit Craufurd, ses yertus ne sont pas si 
actives: il pourra — ^grace^sa paresse et k son indiffe- 
rence— 6tre k Tabri de tels accidents. 



200 LETTERS OF EMINENT PERSONS. 

Vous ne parlez pas de votre retour. L'Angleterre 
est-elle done comme lea enfers qui ne rendent rien? 

Vous voyez, monsienr, que je desire de vous re'voir : 
c'est Yous dire ce que je pense pour vous. Je crois 
ainsi que vous, qu'il arrivera un jour qui detruira tout 
ce qui s'oppose k notre union. Je le desire, je Fespere, 
et j'aurai bien de plaisir k pouvoir aimer ce que 
j'estime et j'admire. Mais je yous declare que je ne 
calmerai point Yotre jalousie sur M. Craufurd. Je 
Taimerai toute ma vie. Adieu, monsieur. Je suis 
choquee des complimens qui terminent yotre lettre. 

8. 

lyAUmheri acknowledges receipt of a copy of the correspondence — Reenrs 
to the monster letter of accusation — Blames Walpole for his interferenee — 
Characteristics of Roasseau, a charlatan — Madame du Deflknd * the Viper," 
sajs she flatters Hume only through hatred of Rousseau, hating him also— 
Mile, de L'Espinasse's conduct to Madame du Defiknd — ^Reyerts to Rous- 
seau : his not being receiyed in England with the enthusiasm he ezpected^ 
the cause of aU detestation — Charlatans like Rousseau, and poltroons like 
Walpole. 

A PmiSy \er Septembre, 

J'ai re9u, mon cher ami, votre gros paquet, dont je 
connoissois dejk plusieurs pieces. J'ai lu, en levant 
les epaules, la longue lettre de Rousseau, qu'il fau- 
droit intituler, Lettre de la commere Rousseau k M. 
Hume; car toute cette lettre n'est q*un commirage 
plat et ennuyeux, digne d'une femme du peuple, mais, a 
la verity d*une femme mechante et dangereuse. Vos 
amis sent partages sur la question si vous devez im* 
primer cette histoire. On dit que vous serez ici a la fin 
de Septembre : vous serez alors plus a portee de 
voir le parti qu'il est le plus k propos que vous 
preniez. 

Je compte que vous avez envoye k Rousseau la 
declaration que je vous ai adressee pour la lui faire 
parvenir. Je la lui adresse encore par une autre voie. 
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afin qn'il n'en preteude cause d'ignorance, et j'y joins 
ime lettre tr^ mod^ree, mais dont je crois qu'il ne se 
Tantera pas. 

Tout cela ne m' empSche pas, mon cher ami, de 
persister dans mon ayis sur la lettre de M. Walpole, 
et d'etre persaade — 1. Que cette lettre ne vaut pas 
grande chose en elle-mdme. 2. Que M. Walpole 
n'auroit point du attaquer un homme qui ne lui faisoit 
point de mal. Rousseau est un charlatan, je Tayoue : 
11 faut se contenter de ne point acheter des drogues, 
sans lui jetter des pierres. 3. Que M. Walpole 
aura etemellement k se reprocher d'avoir fait 
perdre Tesprit k ce pauvre diable-la, et de ?ous 
ayoir compromis tr^ mal-kpropos, aussi que moi, 
qui, a la v^rit^, ne m'en souci guere. 

A regard de ma voisine la Vipere, (oar c'est ainsi 
que je I'appelle,) je persiste aussi a dire que c'est une 
carogne, qui tous flagome aujourd'hui, non par amitie 
pour TOUS, mais uniquement par haine pour Rousseau. 
Yous etes la dupe de sa platte faussete ; mais croyez 
qu'elle vous hait — ^premi^rement, parce qu'elle hait 
tout le monde, et surtout les gens de merite; seconde- 
ment, parcequ'elle sait que yous aimez des gens qu'elle 
n'aime pas, et qui, k la yerite, lui rendent bieo, ou 
plutot qui lui donnent en mepris la monnoye de sa 
haine. EUe est bien heureuse d'avoir affaire avec 
personne aussi honn^te que Mile, de L'Espinasse, qui 
ne rent se permettre, ni k ses amis, rien qui puisse 
nuire a cette mechante femme, qui n'est pourtant occu- 
py tout le jour que des moyens de lui nuire per fas 
aut nefas. C'est a Mile, de L'Espinasse qu'elle est 
redevable de n'dtre pas criblde de chansons et d'epi- 
grammes, qui la rendroient aussi odieuse que ridicule. 

Laissons-lsli cette ordure, et reyenons k Rousseau, 
qui, k la yerite, en est un autre. Vous n'ayez peut-dtre 
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Til, dans sa grande lettre de commerce, la vraie raison 
de sa mauyaise humeur. C'est que Taccueil qu'ou lui 
afait en Angleterre a etefort audessous de cequ'il espe- 
roit : hinc irm — hinc lachrynuB. II en fait Taveu assez 
maladroitement, et montre bien a decouvert la sottise 
et rindiscretion de son orgaeil. Je ne suis pas etonne 
du pen de sensation qn'il a fait : son grand merite est 
dans le style, et ce merite est presque perdu en Angle- 
terre. D'ailleurs, on n'est pas fort empress^ dans 
votre pays pour voir un original. L'Angletere en 
fourmille — et ses originaux ont m§me sur Rousseau 
Tayantage d'etre naturels: car Rousseau n'est qu'un 
original factice. Mais, je le repdte, il ne falloit point 
le vexer comme M. Walpole a fait: et j'ajoute 
qu' apres ce qui en a resulte, M. Walpole devoit ecrire 
k Rousseau, pour I'assurer qu'il est seul auteur de 
cette lettre, et que surtout ni yous ni moi n'y avons 
aucune part. II en fera ce qu'il voudra. Quant k 
moi, je rirai egalement de tout le monde, — et des char- 
latans comme Rousseau, et des poltrons comme M. 
Walpole, qui n'osent les attaquer k decouvert. Adieu, 
mon cher ami. Revenez nous voir le plutot que vous 
pouvez. Mile, de L'Espinasse yous attend avec impa- 
tience, et me charge de yous le dire en yous faisant 
mille complimens. 



D^AUmbert. — Snard has translated the papers of the Roasseau quarrel — ^The 
£xpOB6 Suocint, a short introdnction prefixed — Horace Walpole — More 
attacks on the Yiper— Had given Hame's papers to M. de Nivemois — 
Madame de Boufflers — Madame de Yerdelin — Arrangements for printing — 
Remembrances from MUe. de L'Espinasse and Frisi. 

A Parisy le 6 Octohre. 

Vos intentions, mon cher ami, seront executees 
punctuellement, et le sont m§me dejk en partie. M. 
Suard a dejk traduit yos papiers. Nous y aYons fait. 
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de concert avec le Baron, les changemens coDvenables, 
et conformes a ce que vons desirez. Nous 7 joindrons 
un petit avertissement, ou nous insisterons, et meme 
vous le voulez avec raison, sur votre repugnance a in- 
straire le public de cette querelle, et sur les raisons 
qui Yous 7 obligent : et tout cela paroitra dans 8 a 10 
jours, sur le nom de yos amis, mais non pas de moi 
seul, pr^cisement parce que jesuis meld dans la querelle. 
Je donnerai a M. Suard, a quelques changemens pr^s, 
la petite d^laration que je yous aYois enY07de : elle 
sera imprimde aYec Yot^e factum, et se trouYera en ties 
bonne compagnie. Cela Yaut mieux que de I'aYoir 
enY07de a Rousseau. Ainsi je ne me plains pas que 
YOUS ne ra7ez pas fait ; puisque, a dire Yrai, les raisons 
que vous m'en donnez ne seroient pas trop bonnes. 
AYOuez que la veritable est que yous n'avez pas voulu 
faire connoitre a Rousseau que je desapprouYe Yotre 
ami Walpole. II est pourtant Yrai que yous lui etes 
redoYable de cette tracasserie. A I'dgard de la Vip^re 
ma Yoisine, je persiste a yous dire que c'est ce que nous 

appellons en Grec une b . Je la plaindrais pour 

tout Yolontiers d'etre aveugle, en consideration qu'elle 
sera muette. Votre excessive bonte pour eUe me fait 
souYenir d'un Roi de Sparte a qui on vantoit la bonte 
du quelqu'un — " Comment peut-il etre bon," disoit-il, 
" s*il n'est pa terrible aux mechans ?" 

M. de Nivemois a lu yos papiers, et en pense comme 
tons les gens raisonnables, ou plutot comme tons ceux 
qui savent les details de cette ridicule querelle. 
Madame de Boufflers ne veut pas §tre nommee, et ne le 
sera pas. Madame de Y erdelin ne veut pas I'^tre non 
plus, et on se passerabien de son nom. Adieu, mon cher 
ami. D^s que yos papiers seronfr imprimis, le Baron 
YOUS en adressera tout de suite desexemplaires. J'aurai 
soin qu'ils seront tels que yous pouvez ddsirer. Mile. 
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de L'Espinasse yous fait mille complimens. Le Pere 
Frisi se loue infiniment de yous, et est bien fache de 
Tous aYoir yu si pea. Iterum vale^ et nos ama, Tuus 
ejb'animo. 



10. 



lyAlenJbert, — The Expose Saocinet printed— Some acoonnt of the editoriml 
liberties taken with it — A matter in which Hnme reqoires no jnBtifioation 
— RonsBean throwing dnst in people's eyes— His fanatics — Walpole. 

Vous aYez dii, mon cher ami, receYoir il y a trois 
semaines Texemplaire traduit et imprime de Yotre 
factum contre ce Yilain fou, soi-disant philosophe. 
M. Suard se croit chargd de yous ecrire en m§me temps, 
et de YOUS dire les raisons de quelques changemens et 
retranchemens que nous aYions jug^ a propos de faire. 
Je m'etois repose sur lui de ce soin, d'autant plus 
qu'il est I'auteur de la traduction et de la preface. Ce 
n'est que depuis tr^ pen de jours que j'ai appris, que 
— soit n^ligences, soit affaires qui Ten out empech^ — 
il ne YOUS aYoit point ^rit ; il m'a prorois de n'j pas 
manquer, et je compte qu'il Taura fait. Vous aurez yu 
par sa lettre, que nous aYons juge k propos de retran- 
cher la note que yous nous aYiez euYoyee a la fin, et des 
lettres de Rousseau Yenues par la poste. Nous aYons 
cru que yous n'aYiez pas besoin de justification k ce 
sujet, et que le detail ou yous entriez dans la note 
n*etoit pas assez clair pour fermer la bouche aux fana- 
tiques de Rousseau. La note que nous aYons mise sar 
cet article est plus que suflSsante pour yous disculper 
aupr^s des personnes raisonnables. II me paroit que 
cette brochure a fait dans le public Teffetque yous dcYiez 
en attendre : elle a prouYe k tout le monde que ce ma- 
raud de G^n^Yois est tout au moins un fou — un Yilain 
fou, indigne que d'honn^tes gens s'int^ressent pour lui; 
que YOUS aYiez pousse a son ^gard la patience et la bont^ 
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an dernier point ; et qu'il etoit bien connu ponr ce qu'il 

est. II ecrira a present tout ce qu'il voudra. II 

cherchera a jetter de la poudre aux jeux par 8on 

brave pathos, dont je ne donnerois pas un schelin, par- 

ceqne je ne fais cas de belles paroles, que quand elles 

sent jointes k la verite : je yous repond qu'il ne se 

relevera pas du coup que cet ecrit lui portera k jamais. 

Les fanatiques diront tout ce qu'il leur plaira. Je 

n'ai pas vu une seule personne raisonnable et desin- 

teress^e qui ne couTienne que Rousseau est perdu dans 

le public par cette brochure sage et moder^e. J'ai 

era devoir j joindre a la fin une declaration k propos 

semblable a celle que je vous avois envoyee pour faire 

tenir a ce drole : il me paroit qu'elle a tr^bien souffle. 

Je ne sais si M. Walpole en sera content ; mais je 

ne m'embarasse pas plus de ce qu'il en pensera, qu'il ne 

s'embarasse de ce qu'on pourra penser de la lettre qu'il 

a ecrite sous le nom du Roi de Prusse. An fond, c'est 

k lui principalement que vous et moi avons I'obligation 

de toute cette platte querelle. On dit que nous ne 

vous possederons pas encore cet hiver, et que vous le 

passerez en Ecosse. Dites-moi done quand vous re- 

viendrez, car je m'ennuie fort de ne point vous voir. 

M. Smith — qui est parti il y a huit ou dix jours — s'est 

charge de vous dire mille choses de ma part, ainsi que de 

cette de Mile, de L'Espinasse, qui vous renouvelle ses 

complimens, et son regret de votre absence. Adieu, 

mon cher ami. Dieu vous preserve de maladie, de 

chagrin, et des betes f^roces k figure humaine, indignes 

de votre piti^ et de vos bienfaits. Je vous embrasse 

de tout mon ccBur. 
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11. 

D'Alembert. — SeereiaryBhip of State — Men of Letters in Franee — A penaioii 
wanted for M. de Catte-*The war of the Sorbonne against Marmontel and 
hia Bdiiaire, 

A Parti, ce 6 Avril 1767- 

QuoiauE je n'aie pas, comme vous, mon cher ami, 
rhonneur, et le malheur, d'etre sous-secretaire d'etat — 
ceqaimeflatteroit infiniment, et me contrarieroit encore 
davantage — je n'ai pas laisse de prendre nn scribe pour 
soulager mes yeux, qai sent on pen foibles aux lami^res, 
et c'est pour cela que je ne tous ecris point de ma 
main, qnoique ma sant^ soit d'ailleurs assez bonne. Je 
Tous f^lieite, autant que je le puis, et que vous le 
voudrez, de Totre nouvelle dignite ; je vois seulement 
avec regret qu'elle ^loigne votre retour. Vous preten- 
dez qu'en France on considere beaucoup les gens de 
lettres, et qu'on ne les emploie a rien : il n'y a de vrai 
a cela que la seconde moitie. On est persuade qu'ils 
ne consideroient pas les affaires aussi bien que eux que 
nous voyons s'en acquitter avec taut de succes : leur 
lot est d'^crire les sottises, et celui des autres d'en 
faire. 

Je ne sais s'il ne seroit pas k propos d'imprimer la 
lettre que M. D'Yverdun vous a ecrite : ce seroit un 
bon supplement k I'expose de votre contestation avec 
Rousseau. M. Dutens me mande que ce m^bant 
fou vient d'avoir une pension de cent louis du Roi 
d'Angleterre ; il fera semblant d'etre persuade qu'il 
ne vous en est pas redevable, pour se debarrasser du 
fardeau de la reconnoissance. 

Pendant que vous avez du credit, je vous prie in- 
stamment de I'emplojer a obliger un nomm^ M. de 
Catte, qui sert F Angleterre depuis vingt ans, et qui est 
parent d'un de mes intimes amis — secretaire du Roi de 
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Pmsse. Ce parent m' assure que M. de Catte est 
homme de bien et capable. II a ete attache au mi- 
nistre Anglois au congr^s d' Aix-la-Chapelle. II a 
servi M. de Vilette, ministre d'Angleterre k Berne — 
M. de Colebroke — et k present il est avec M. Merton. 
On lui a promis un petit sort pour ses yieux jours : il 
n'a rien ; il est perclus presque de tous ses membres 
Je serai charm e» mon cher ami, d'obliger le parent 
de cet honnete homme, qui me le recommande instam- 
ment, et qui a quelque credit d'ailleurs aupr^ du Roi 
de Prnsse. Tachez de procurer k son cousin un pen de 
pain dans sa vieillesse, et qu'il ne soit pas dit que tous 
bomez yos bienfaits aux bdtes feroces qui vous out 
offense. 

La canaille th^ologique est actuellement occupee 
k condamner la BeUsaire de Marmontel, pour avoir 
dit que Trajan, les Antonin, Socrate, Caton, et autres 
marauds de cette esp^e, pourroient bien n'dtre pas 
damn^s k tous les diables.* Le diable m'emporte si je 
sais ou ils sont ; mais si Socrate est en enfer, et les 
docteurs en paradis, j'aime mieux dtre avec Socrate ; 
et j'esp^re souper quelque jour entre lui et mon bon 
ami David Hume, k qui je souhaite bon appetit en ce 
bas roonde en attendant Tautre. Adieu, mon cher ami. 
Le ciel vous tienne en joie et sante. Mile, de L'Espi- 
nasse a ete malade presque tout Thiver ; elle a eu la 
rougeole ; elle n'est pas encore quitte des suites de 
cette maladie. Elle est bien fachee de voir votre 
retour si ^loigne. Elle me charge de vous faire mille 
compliments. Vale, et me ama. 

* The articles of censure by the Faculty of Theology were dated 
26th June 1767. — See Mannonters works, vii. 324. 
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11. 



MademotadU de L'E$piiM§9e.—^ndn9U of Hume in writmg to Tuzigoi 
in Roasseau'B faroar— Rousseau insane — Mademoiselle wants to study 
English— Proposes to do so in Hame's works— Madame de Boafflers. 
iyAlemben.—Aik edition of his works— Marmontel and the Sorbonne — . 
His own seryices to religion. 

A Faritf U 8 Juin 17&T. 

J*Ai vu, monsieur, la lettre pleine d'hrnnanite que 
Yous avez ecrite k M. Turgot en faveur du malheureux 
Rousseau ; je yous y ai bien reconnu, et ce nouveau 
trait de bonte, bien digue de yous, met le comble k 
tons les autres. II me parott bien decide que Rous- 
seau est absolument fou ; et d'apr^ cela» yous ne 
doYez plus 6tre etonn^ des precedes qu'il a eu aYec 
yous. II a passe k Amiens, ou on dit qu'il a re^u de 
grands honneurs. Je ne sais ou il pretend se retirer, 
mais je suis bien sure qu'il n'y restera pas. 

Vous etes doYenu un si grand seigneur^ et je suis 
restee un si petit personnage, que je crois pouYoir saDS 
indiscretion, et sans bassesse, yous presenter une 
petite requete. Je sais un pen d'Anglois, et je you- 
drois m'y perfectionner ; j'ai besoin pour cela de lire 
des liYres qui m'interessent par le fond des choses et 
par la nettete du style. Je n'en connois point de plus 
propre a cet objet que le recueil complet de yos 
ouYrages ; et je m'adresse k yous sans fa9on pour les 
aYoir: mais pour m'eYiter les frais du port, et les 
longueurs du Yoyage ordinaire, je yous serois tr^ 
obligee de me les euYoyer, ou par le retour de M. de 
Guerchy, ou par celui de Yotre ambassadeur. Mille 
pardons de Tembarras que je yous donne : il faut ponr 
cela que je compte bien sur Yotre amitie — ^mais yous 
me I'aYez permis. 

Madame de Boufflers, toujours aimable, toujonrs 
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channante, est a ce moment k Paris; elle ya incessam- 
ment anx eaax de Pougaes avec M. le Prince de 
Conti; elle se porte bien, et vous fait mille complimens. 
Adieu, monsieur ! je suis si personnelle, et j'ai tant 
d'envie de vous revoir, que je prie Dieu de tout mou 
ccBor que yoos soyez incessamment disgraci^. M. 
D'AIembert me prie de lui laisser un peu de place 
pour Yous dire nn mot. Je finis done en tous priant 
d'etre persuade des sentimens sinceres avec lesquels 
je suis, monsieur, votre tr^s humble et tres obeissante 
fiervante, 

L'ESPINASSE. 

Le docteur James, vous remettra, mon cher maa- 
tre, ou monseigneur— -<»iir je ne sais comment il £ftut 
vouB appeller — ^une nouyelle Edition de mes ouyrages, 
dont le cinqui^e yolume est nouveau, et vient de 
parottre; vous trouverez dans ce cinqui^me volume 
des choses tr^ edifiantes, et des traits d'xmyrand servi- 
teur de Dieu. Si tous avez quelque credit k la Sublime 
Porte, je tous invite k en profiter pour faire parvenir 
au sultan Tidee dont je parle k la page 93 de ce 
cinqui^me volume. Ce sera le moyen de raffermir dans 
la foi les esprits chancelans, car tout le monde n'est 
pas aussi ferme que vous dans les etriers du christia- 
nisme. Cependant, nous attendons la condanmation de 
Bilisaire par la Sorbonne, qui sera siirement un brave 
morceau ; car ils sont Ik deux cents qui out de I'esprit 
comme quatre« Adieu, mon cher ami ! je souhaite que 
le Roi d'Angleterre, pour recompense de vos services, 
vous condamne incessamment a un bannissement per- 
petuel ; aussi bien vous ne pourrez jamais faire votre 
salut qu*en France ; et le salut est, oonmie vous savez, 
la grande affaire. Adieu — adieu 1 

D'Alembert. 
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12. 

lyAUmbefi.'^lUm rMtived a nplyfrom Berlin Ngftrdiag M. daOftti— ReoMB- 
mendB him strongly — Hears that Home is to leaTO his position as Secre- 
tary— Tmsts this may bring him to Paris— The departore of Ronsseen 
ftrom England, with all his wrongs— Fsrther expressions of i^nion as to 
Ronssean — Inqairies as to arriTal of the paoket with his own works — ^Hnme's 
credit with the Sublime Porte— The Sorbonne and B^Zisatfv— Hopes to see 
Home in Paris. 

A Parti, ce 13 JuUUi. 

Je YieD8» mon cher ami, de recevoir reponse de 
Berlin sar M. de Catt. II parle et ecrit TAnglois, il 
a aervi pins de yingt ans FAngleterre, U est d'ane 
manvaise saute; on m'assnre qa'il merite a tons ^ards 
qne toqs fieusiez en sorte de lui rendre service. Je vons 
le recommande done de toates mes forces, et d'antant 
plus qn'on dit qne Yons ponrriez bien n^iire pas long^ 
temps en place : ce qui, k vons dire le vrai, meferoU 
ires grand plaisir — a condition, pourtant, que vons ayez 
fait Taffaire de M. de Catt avant que de quitter ; et 
surtout k condition que vons viendrez k Paris yous 
consoler des revers de la fortune. Mile, de L'Eapi- 
nasse, qui vous vent autant de bien que moi, me dia^ 
de vous dire qu'elle est absolument k votre egard 
dans les mdmes dispositions : en attendant, elle vous 
fait mille complimens. 

Voilk done I'illustre Jean-Jacques Rousseau parti 
d'Angleterre. On dit qu'il convient de ses torts avec 
lui, [vous ?] Cela est bien fort pour un grand philo- 
sophe comme lui : je ne sais s'il convient de mtoe a 
ceux qu'il a juge k propos d'avoir avec moi ; mais qu'il 
en convienne on non, mes sentimens pour lui n'en 
recevront aucnn changement. Je le regarde comme un 
fou tr^ dangereux, dont tout le merite se borne k 
une belle hqueUe et k une fort mauvuse logiqne. 

Avez-vous re^u un gros paquet de livres qne le 
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doetenr James 8*est charge de tous presenter en 
mon nom ? Vous y tronverez de bien belles chosesy 
et surtont de quoi vons edifier. Ayez-yous fait usage, 
oomme je yons en ai pri4 da credit que yous ayez ^ 
la Sublime Porte pour faire rebfttir le temple de 
Jerusalem? Quand cette besogne sera faite, nous 
enyerrons le maitre ma9on a la Sorbonne pour sayoir 
ce qu'elle r^pondra d> cet argument ; je gage qu'elle 
n'y sera pas embarrassee : car ^ quoi ne trouye-t-elle 
paa reponse ? Nous attendons ayec grand empresse- 
ment la censure qu'elle imprime de Belisairey et nous 
]a lirons ayec edification et profit. Adieu, mon cber 
ami! si on ne se ddp^he pas de yous renyoyer, 
obtenez du moins un conge pour yenir ici — car je 
m'ennuie fort de ne yous point yoir. Tuns ea? animo. 

13. 

lyAUmhertn — Acknowledgement for Mile, de L'EspinMae of the Yolnmee of 
the History — Inqoiriee «boat Gatherine MManley'e History of England 
—Mentions Benjamin Franklin and Dr Pringle being in Paris— The 
esteem which Marmontel is winning from the princes of the North, 
and the oensore from the Sorbonne-— Toleration — The priesthood and the 
eoort — ^Is glad Hnme likes his fifth Tolmne— LmigB to see him. 

A Paris, ee 9 Oetobre. 

Mlle. de L'Espinassb me charge de yous dire, 
mon cher ami, qu'elle a re^u, par M. le Cheyalier 
D*Arcy, les six yolumes de yotre Histoire, dont elle 
yous fait tous les remerctmens ; la foiblesse de ses 
yeux fait qu'elle ne yous ecrit pas elle-meme. Est- 
il yrai qu'il j ait une histoire d'Angleterre faite par 
nne Ecossaise, qu'on dit etre tr^ republicaine? II ne 
pent 7 ayoir qu'une femme qui soit assez hardie pour 
oser courir cette carri^re apr^ yous. Mr Pringle et 
Mr Franklin ont 6i^ ici bien pen de temps. J'ai ^t^ 
les chercher chez eux plusieurs fois sans les trouyer, 
et ils en ont fait raeme de moi. Cependant je les 
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ai YUfl Tun et I'autre^ mais beanconp moios que je 
n'aaroifl desir^. lis ont ^t^ si recherch^s, si fort en 
Fair, qu'il n'a pas ^t^ possible d'en jouir comme on 
Tauroit toqIu. L'autear de Belisaire a re9u de la 
part des princes da Nord, le Roi de Praase & la tete, 
des lettres pleines des plus grands temoignages 
d'estime, et la Reine de SaMe a ajonte a sa lettre 
nne botte d'or emaill^, ou elle a fait peindre les prin- 
cipales situations de ce roman philosophique. Ce^ 
pendant la Sorbonne sue sang et eau pour donner an 
public sa censure^ dont elle ne sauroit yenir k bout. 
L'artide de la tolerance est celui qui embarrasse le 
plus cette canaille sacerdotale. lis voudroient bien 
dire la-dessus ce qu'ils pensent; mais la cour, et 
meme le parlement* (quoique tres peu tolerant,) leur 
ont fait dire de prendre garde k ce qu'ils diroient. 
On croit qu'ils pourroient bien rester en chemin, et 
que ce bel ouvrage ne parottra pas. La posterite fera 
la ude grande perte. Adieu, mon cher ami. Je suis 
bien content que tous ayez et^ content de mon cin- 
qqi^me volume. Je vous ecrirai une autre fois pour 
mon compte, et plus an long sur les objets de vos 
critiques. £n attendant, je vous embrasse, et je yous 
soubaite tr^ cordialement une prompte disgrace, h, 
condition qu'elle vous ramenera vers nous. Vaky et 
tne ama, 

14. 

D'AUmUH.—Forw9s^ to him a latter from M.de Gatt, whom he egain 
reoommendfl—VolCaire's name of the '' Dog of Diogenes" for Rooaseaa — 
SajTBhe Is at Trie, where he tyraanieed oyer the peasants— His Dictionary 
of mosio, and ahnee of French made— Hie Sorboone and B4iuaUnt — ^MUe. 
de L'Eepiname'e health not good, his own unstable. 

A Parisy ee 8 DSomtbre, 

VoiLA, mon cher ami, une lettre que M. de Catt 
de Berlin m'envoie pour vous; il me prie de tous 
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recommander de nonveau bqb int^rets^ et je vous les 
lecommande avec la plus grande instance. Ce n'est 
pour une place ni un emploi qu'il demande. II n'est 
plus en ^tat d'en remplir aucuu par le mauvais etat 
de sa sant^. II ne demande qu'une petite pension, qui 
puisse IJaider k passer moins cruellement le reste de 
ses jours. Cette bonne oeuvre est digne de tous» mon 
cher ami. Vous avez bien fait donner une pension 
an Chien de Diog^ne» oomme dit Voltaire. Faites 
en Borte d'en procurer une k xm honnete homme qui a 
bien senri FAngleterre, et qui demande une petite 
recompense de ses trayaux. Je lui mande que je ne 
donte pas que vous ne fassiez tout ce qui est en tous 
pour I'obliger. Le Chien de Diog^ne est k Trie, terre 
de M. le Prince de Conti, aupr^s de Gisors.^ On dit 
qu'il y est le tyran des paysans, qu'il fait maltraiter et 
emprisonner quand il croit ayoir k s'en plaindre — et 
TOus sayez que c'est k bon marche qu'il se plaint. II 
yient de donner nn dictionnaire de musique, ou il a 
exhale centre la musique Fran9oi8e (qui a la y^rite le 
m^rite bien) Thumeur qu'il ayoit centre ses bienfai- 
teurs — cette musique en est un,car il lui doit une partie 
de sa reputation. 

La Sorbonne yient de donner sa censure de Belt- 
saire: c'est Fouyrage le plus absurde, le plus bete, et 
le plus r^yoltant dont yous ayez jamais entendu 
parler. On dit m£me qu'il a et^ publie centre Tayis 
du plus grand nombre, et qu'elle ya en donner un 
desayeu. 

Mile, de L'Espinasse me charge de yous dire mille 
choses. Sa sante n'est pas trop bonne, et sa yue 
encore plus mauyaise. Je suis k pen prte dans le 

1 He went to Trie on 2lBt June 1767, where he took the name of 
Renou, resolving " de ne rien lire d^Bormais de ce qui pourrait r^veil- 
ler see id^ ^temtes.'' He left this refuge in June 1768. 
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m&ne cas — ce qni m'oblige de finir ma lettre, en toos 
renouTellant lea assurances de mon inyiolable attadie- 
meot. 

16. 

DMlMiiiH^— IntiodaoM the Ahh6 de Yaiucoellee, wbo knows mora tlien 
Aagnstin end MoUnn, beeanae he knows his own ignonnee — Hopes to see 
him in Peris— Kind wishes. PJ3.— Mile, de L'Eq^inesse begs he will not 
finget his promise of sending her his philosophieel works. 

MoN CHER AMI, — ^mon cher philosophe, — Yoila M. 
TAbbe de VaoxcelleSy mon voisin, mon ami, homme 
d'esprit et de merite, docteur en theologie, qui en 
sait bien aatant que St Augustin et Molina^ sur la 
gr&ce efficaoe et suffisante-— ou plutot, qui en sait 
beaucoup plus qu'eux, car il avoue du meilleur de son 
coBur qu'il n'en sait rien. II ya en Angleterre pour 
avoir le plaisir de crier avec yous ** Wilkes and 
Liberty;" et il a desire que je lui donnasse une lettre 
pour YOUS — quand yous le connottrez, yous Yerrez 
qu'il n'en aYoit pas besoin. Je yous prie donc» mon 
cber ami, de lui procurer, non par rapport a moi, 
mais par rapport a lui, tons les agremens qui de- 
pendront de yous pendant le sejour qu'il se propose 
de faire en Angleterre. MUc de L'Espinaase, dont M. 
I'Abbe de Vauxcelles est aussi Tami et le Yoisin, se 
joint H moi pour yous demander la meme grace. 
Nous parlous souYent de yous» et nous yous regrettons 
beaucoup — et nous desirous fort de yous rcYoii^— et 
nous sommes bien faches d'en etre prives par Yotre 
cbienne d' Histoire de la Reine Anne, que nous lirona 
pourtant des premiers quand yous Taurez feite. 
Quand yous serez un pen ennuye d'ecrire les sottises 
qu'on a faites en Europe depuis le commencement du 
si^le, yenez yous delasser k entendre celles que nous 
disons ici. Vous trouyerez que nous n'ayons point 
d^gen^re depuis yotre depart. Adieu, mon cher ami! 
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— ^portez-vous bien— digerez, et riez de toat. Je fais 
assez mal les deux premiers, et je me dedommage sur 
le troisi^me. Enyoyez-moi votre benediction par M. 
FAbbe de Vauxcelles — sur ce je prie Diea qu'il tous 
tienne en joie. Tuus ex animo. 

P.S. — MUe. de L'Espinasse vons prie de yous 
souyenir que tous lai avez promis la nouvt^Ue edition 
de Yos ceuYres philosophiques. Elle a deja Yotre 
Histoire, mais» comme dit le proyerbe, quand on prend 
dn galon, on n'en sauroit trop prendre. 

16. 

lyAUmherL — Death of Lord Morton — His place in the French Academj how 
filled — Fropoees to giTO his sniBrage to Lord Stanhope as foreign memher 
— BeUeres the President of the Royal Academj will also be proposed— If 
an Englishman is not to be chosen, will gire his TOte to M. de La Grange 
— Indiilbrenoe regarding Rousseau and his proceedings— Not afraid of his 
mdermining them in pUbUc opinion— Rousseau's flight from the Prince of 
Cottti — His mairiage with Mile. Le Yasseur. 

A Pariif ce 14 Jmmfir. 

MoN CHER ET ILLUSTRB AMI, — La mort de Milord 
Morton^ ne laisse aucnne place ;^acante dans notre 
classe d'a8SOci69 etrangers, parcequ'il y en aYoit une 
de sumumeraire, et remplie (assez mal) par je ne sais 
qnel petit prince crotte d'Allemagne, qu'on y a 
nomm^ tr^ mal 2t propos, et contre mes represen- 
tations. Si it la premiere election qu'il y aurait, 
Facad^mie est dans I'intentioYi de nommer nn Anglois, 
(comme je crois qne cela est conYcnable) je donnerai 
Yolontiers mon suffrage a Milord Stanhope, quoique 
je ne connoisse ancnn de ses ouYrages ; roais sur tout 
ce qne j'entends dire de Ini, je ne connois point en 
Angleterre de meUleor mathematicien. Je le nom- 

^ Lord Morton died on the 12th October 1708. This letter was 
therefore probably written in 1769. 
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merai done areo grand plaisir; mais je crois que 
la plus grande partie de mes confreres sera ponr le 
noQveau president de la Society Royale, a qoi on a 
oontume de donner (je ne sais pour quoi) nne de nos 
places d'affaire etrang^re. Si raoademie ne jage pas 
ib propoB de choisir an Anglois, en ce cas je toos aroae 
avec la mdme yerite que je donnerai mon suffrage a 
M. de La Grange, g6>m^tre de Berlin, homme d'un 
m^rite trte rare en ce genre, et mon ami particulier. 

Je ne sais ce qae deyient Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 
et il est bien a plaindre dans la fureur qu'il a d'oo- 
cuper les autres de lui, si le reste du genre humain ne 
pense pas plus a lui que moi. J'attends ses memoires 
ayec beaucoup de tranquillite et d' indifference. J'ai 
Yu le papier dont vous me parlez sur les sentimens du 
public k son egard. J'en ai leye les epaules, et j'en ai 
autant de mepris que je n'ai pas pris garde a Tendroit 
oil il parle des deus hommes qui lui out aliene toutes 
les femmes. Ce pourroit bien etre yous et moi, comme 
yous le dites; mais cela est fort pen important a 
Tapprofondir. Je ne sais pourquoi il a quitte le 
Prince de Conti ; cm dit que sa gouyemante ayoit des 
querelles ayec tout le monde : elle en aura partout. 
On assure qu'il I'a epousee ; belle conclusion d'un plat 
roman ! Adieu, mon cher ami ! je yous recommande 
les intergts de M. de Catt, si son affaire n'est pas finie. 
Mile, de L'Espinasse yous fait mille complimens, et 
yoit ayec grand regret, aitisi que moi, qu'il &ut renonoer 
a I'esperance de yous reyoir dans ce pays-ci. ValBi 
saitem^ et nos ama^ quemadmodum te a nobis amain 
sets* 
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17. 

iyjlUmUrt,—X viiii from Dr Judine — Mile, de L'EspiiukMe's health— His 
own health and ooeapations — The Abh^ Raynal's work — Fate of the 
^ Poor Lady," ealled Philoeophy — Reyertt to the Eooleriaatioal Hiftory, \ 

aad Hume's qualifications for the task. 

A Paris, ce ler Mai 1773. 

MoN CH£R ET ILLU8TBE AMI, — II J a environ deux 

mois qne je vous dois une reponse : quelqaea indispo- 

sitionsy quelques Toyages a la campagne, quelques \ 

occupations mdispensables» et quelques soins que j'ai 

ete oblige de donuer k des amis dangereusement 

malades, m'ont empdch^ de m'acquitter plutot de ce 

dcToir. J'ai re9u M. Jardine, qui m'a apporte yotre 

lettre^ comme un homme de merite, et comme votre 

ami. Je I'aurois introduit, comme yous le desirez, 

chez Mile, de L'Espinasse, si elle n'ayoit pas 6te tout 

cet hiver dans un ^tat de langueur, et souvent de 

maladie serieuse, qui lui a permis a peine de voir ses 

plus anciens et plus intimes amis. Nous parlons 

souyent de yous Tun et Tautre. Nous yous regrettons» 

et nous YOUS desirous, mais en Ysin ; car il me semble 

que YOUS Yoila deYOud pour jamais au repos, et, qui pis 

est, a la paresse, ce qui fache beaucoup ceux qui 

Youdroient yous lire encore. Je suis presque r^duit a 

prendre le mdme parti. II est Yrai que ce n'est, comme 

' YOUS, par choix, mais bien malgre moi. Ce n'est pour- 

tant plus mon estomac qui me fait la guerre. Je suis 

Yenu k bout de le mettre k la raison kforcede regime ; — 

mais c'est le sommeil qui disparott pour pen que je 

trayaille, et qui mgme ne me yisite pas trop, tout fain^ 

ant que je suis. II faut se soumettre k sa destin^e, et 

pousser le temps comme on peut, sans bien que mal, 

jusqu'au moment ou il n'y aura plus pour nous ni 

temps, ni estomac, ni insomnie. 
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Je m'amase, ponrtant, quelqae foiB k barbouiller 
mon papier de quelqaes sottises philoaopbiqnes on 
litteraires. Mais ces sottises ne seront pas pour le 
pablic, qui, Dieu merci, n'en a que faire, et a qui d'ail- 
leans on ne me permettroit pas d'en fidre part,*— <5ar, 
ne Tous en deplaise, Tinquisition litteraire est ici plus 
intolerable que jamais. Vons pretendez qne Totre 
liberty est encore pire : je n'en sais rien, mais je sais 
que tout ce qui parott en Fraii9ois de bon on de 
passable, ne s'imprime point k Paris. J'ai dit ii 
Fauteur de ''L'Histoire da Commerce dans les 
Indes" tout ce que vous me demandez de flatteur sar 
son ouvrage. II m'a charge de tous en fidre tous sea 
remercimens, et de vous assurer du prix qu'il met k 
votre suffrage. II prepare une seconde edition de 
son liyre, qui sera s&rement encore superieure a la 
premiere: mais Dieu sait quand il lui sera permis 
de la donner. Voili^ mon cher ami, le triste 
sort de cette poor kufy qu'on appelle Philosophic: ceux 
qui Youdroient ^rire pour eUe ne Tosent — ceux qui 
le pourroient, comme vous, aiment mieux dormir et 
digerer, et peut-6tre prennent le bon parti. Je ne me 
consolerai, pourtant, jamais d'etre prive de cette His- 
toire Ecclesiastique, que je tous ai demand^ tant de 
fois, que tous seul peut-etre en Europe ^es en etat 
de faire, et qui seroit bien aussi interessante que 
lliistoire Grecque et Romaine, si tous Touliez 
prendre la peine de peindre au naturel notre m^re 
Ste. Eglise. Interim vale^ atque ama tuum ex antmo. 

18. 

jyAUmbert to John Home of Ninewells — A letter of condolence on Home's 

Death. 

A Paris, lA&pt. 1776. 

Monsieur, — J' ayois deja appris par des lettres par- 
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tieoli^res la triste nonyelle que toqs me confirmez par 
Yotre lettte da 31 Aont, la mort de M. David Hume, 
Totre digne fr^re et mon r^spectahle ami. Vons ang- 
mentez eocore, s'il est possible, les Tifs regrets que 
cefcte perte m'a cans^, en m'apprenaiit que cet Ulustre 
et yertaenx philosophe a daigne me donner dans son 
testament nne marqne d'estime et d'amiti^ qai m'est 
infiniment sensible. Je conserrerai toojonrs an fond 
de mon coenr le sonrenir de ce digne ami, et da ton- 
chant temoignage qu'il m'a donne de ses sentimens ; et 
m mon nom etoit anssi sur que le sien de passer a la 
posterite, je desirerois snrtoat qae cette circonstance 
de ma yie ne loi fat pas inconnne, comme ^tant an des 
^venemens les pins honorables k ma memoire. Je 
prendrai avec yous, monsieur, les mesures convenables 
poor fiiire retirer oe legs, qui m'est si pr^ieux, an 
mois de Novembre prochain. II ne pouvoit m'dtre 
delivr^ par une main plus ch^re et plus respectable 
pour moi que par le fr^re du digne ami que j'ai perdu, 
et que je regretterai tout le reste de ma vie. J'ai 
llionnear d'dtre, avec la plus parfaite consideration, 
monsieur, votre trte humble et tr^s obeissant serviteur, 

D'Alembebt. 



XXXI. 

From Malesherbes. 



Complimentary preliminarieB—An aifiur of Rousseau's, small in itself, but 
not likely to be so yiewed by him — A certificate found to be enoneons, and, 
as it may be giren in the Oof^amonif replaced by another — Reasons for 
employing Hume in this albir. 

On cherche des pretextes, monsieur, pour se rap- 
peller dans votre souvenir quand on a eu le bon- 
heur de vous connoitre, et qu'on a le chagrin d'en 6tre 
separe. Celui que je saisis aujourd'hui est une 
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petite affiure que j'ai k arranger ayec M. Rousseau, et 
dont je voudrois que yous tous en m^lassiez: la voici. 
Je lui ai donne un certificat snr une oirconstanoe de 
sa vie que je crois peu interessante, mais dont il ne 
pense pas de meme. Je suis tr^ sur que ce certificat 
ne pent lui dtre bon k rien. Mais il s'occupe du 
projet d'eorire son histoire pour qu'elle soit imprimee 
api^ sa mort, et il le regarde comme une pi^ justi- 
flcatiye. Ce certificat a €te ecrit de memoire, et 
j'etois bien sftr de ne m'6tre pas trompe sur le fiut 
essentiel que le livre n'avoit ete imprime k Paris que 
malgre Tanteur. Mais je me suis amuse depuis k 
relire les notes qui me sent restees sur oette affiure, 
et je trouye qu'il y a une cireonstance fort indifierente 
k la yerite dout la faussete se trouye prouyee par dea 
lettres que j*ai entre les mains, et pent 1 etre par 
d'autres lettres qui sent je ne sais ou. 

II faut conyenir que la foi due k mon certificat 
seroit beaucoup affoiblie si cette erreur yenoit k se 
decouyrir. Mais le moyen de tout reparer est faible. 
Je yous en enyoie un autre ou les faits sont r^tablis. 
Je yous prie de retirer celui qui est entre les mains de 
M. Rousseau, en lui en disant la raison, qu il trouyera 
Burement tres bonne, et d'y substituer celui-ci. La 
difference consiste en ce qu*il j a dans le premier 
certificat — ** cette liste fut communiquee k M. Rous- 
seau, et ce fut par Ik qu'il apprit qu'on lui proposoit 
d'imprimer son liyre k Paris ;" au lieu qu'il y a dans 
celui-ci, *^ cette liste futc ommuniquee a M. Rousseau, 
It qui On ayoit appris quelque terns auparavant qu*on 
ayoit commence k imprimer son liyre k Paris/' 

Cela est bien indifferent, puisque le reproche qu'on 
fait k notre pauyre ami n'est point d'avoir fraude les 
lois de la librairie de France, mais d'ayoir ^rit centre 
la religion — et puisqu'il a ^te poursuiyi en Hollande, 
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k G^n^ve, et a Berne, comme en France. Mais 
puiflqae ce certificat ramnse, et qu'il se repatt de 
Tespoir d'une apologie posthnme^ U ne fant pas lui 
refuser nn si petit plaisir — il faut seulement n'y rien 
insurer qui ne soit vrat. 

VouB me demanderez, peut-@tre, ponrquoi je m'a- 
dresse k vons, et non pas directement k Ini. En yoici 
la raison. Je ne sais s'il ne garde pas les lettres qu'on 
lui a ecrites. Si cela est» il est s<ir qu'elles seront toutes 
imprimees aprte sa mort. II ne faut pas y joindre 
une lettre qui apprenne qu'il a ete fait a deux fois» et 
qui feroit croire k bien des lecteurs, que, m'etant 
trompe sur une circonstanoe, j'aurois pu me tromper 
egalement sur le reste. 

En YoiUb bien assez de dit» monsieur, sur cette 
affaire. Mandez-moi, je yous prie, comment notre 
ami trouye le sejour d'Angleterre — s'il a pris Thabita- 
tion que YOUS lui aviez ehoisie--ce qu'il deyient^-Hs'il a 
quelqaesbesoins — s'il y a quelque moyen de lui rendre 
serrice. 

Mandez-moi aussi, je yous en supplie, ce qui m'in- 
teresse encore plus— ce sont des nouyelles de yous 
personuellement, — si yos projets de retour en France 
se realisent, et surtout si Texeoution eu approche. 
Vous ayez tant d'amis dans ce pays*ci, que yous 
n'auriez jamais fini s'il falloit repondre a tons ceux qui 
YOUS feroient les mgmes questions. Mais quelque 
interSt que les autres y prennent, je yous assure que 
je le dispute k tout le monde. 

Receyez, je yous prie, les assurances du sinc^e et 
inyiolable attachementayeclequelj'airhonneur d'etre, 
monsieur, yotre tr^s humble et tres obeissant seryiteur, 

De Lamoignon des Malesherbes. 
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XXXII. 

From Madame de Boufflebs. 

Htr Mnpli»«iiU ainoere— T1i« tribiito of aa ttiuopbiftiotlad aiiad flill of 
adBiifttion Ibr tnith and Tiitaa — ^Aa infitatimi to Paris. 

A Pmriiy U 12 JwUkU 

JEpmBYouB assurer, monsieur, que ce sont mes 
Teritables sentimens que je tous ai exprimes dans la 
lettre que j'ai eu llionneur de vous ecrire.^ Je me 
Yois scrupule des exag^rations que la politesse se 
croit permises, et je ne connois point de raison ni de 
mani^re de tromper qui soit legitime. Je desirerois 
pour Yotre gloire que ma sincere admiration et men 
suffrage fussent d'un plus haut prix. J'ose croire, 
pourtant, qu*ils sont ^ignes de yous k certains egards, 
et que s'il leur manque quelque merite du cote de la 
sagacite n^cessaire pour bien juger, ils peuYent du 
moins yous satis&ire en les regardant commele tribnt 
d'un C€6ur honn^te, rempli d'estime pour la Yerite et 
pour la Yertu. AYec cette fe^on de penser, quand bien 
m6me Fapplication k des mati^res beauooup plus 
importantes yous auroit fait negliger, monsieur, ce 
qu'on appelle Yulgairement Tusage du monde, et yous 
auroit priYe de certains aYantages exterieurs qui pro- 
curent sa frequentation, yous ne deYez pas craindre 
que, m'attachant k des choses si fort superficielles, 
je puisse meconnottre Tauteur des essais de morale, de 
pbilosophie, et du plus beau morceau d'histoire qui 
ait encore paru. Si yous ex^cutez le projet que yous 

^ See Ufi of Hume, ii. 94. 
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avez fait de yenir en France k la paix, vons serez le 
mAitre, monsieur, d'y viyre k votre mani^re. Je vous 
offre nn logement, pen commode, k la verite, mais c'est 
tout ce qne je poss^e en ce genre. Si vons I'acceptez 
Tons me ferez nne fftyeur infinie : si yous le refosez, 
Yons m'affligerez sans me desobliger. Tontes les fois 
qne Tons me ferez la grace de yenir chez moi, (en cas 
qne yous logiez aillenrs,) en m'ayertissant d'ayance. 
Tons n'y tronyerez qne les gens qui yous plairont ; et 
ayant moi-meme des connoissances dans tons les ordres, 
je yons procurerai celles qui ponrront yous conyenir 
dayantage. En un mot, je t&cherai de yous rendre 
agreable le sejonr que yous ferez en France, et de 
yons engager k le prolonger. J'ai Thonneur d'etre, 
monsieur, yotre tres humble et tres obeissante 
seryante, 

Hyppolite de Saujon, 
Ctesse. de Boufflers Rouyeril. 



Her master in philoeopliy and morals— To giro him lessons in theatrical 
eritioism in return — Home's tragedy not good, and the tragic mase not 
likely to establish itself in Britain~-Shakspeare tolerable in the midst of 
his monstrosities, bnt his followers naught— Dofi^2a«, alter all, above the 
ayerage — Hie character and plot criticised — Found defeotiTe according to 
tb« established rules of French propriety and politeness. 

Le 6 JmUet. 

Yous 6tes mon mattre de pbilosophie et de morale ; 
et je yons ai dit souyent, que si j'ayais sur ces mati^res 
des idees un pen plus justes et un pen plus eleyees 
qne la plupart, je yous aurais Tobligation de les ayoir 
deyeloppees. Maispour diminuer Porgueil insupportable 
que cette connoissance doit yous imposer, apres ayoir 
He yotre disciple, je yeux yous rendre le mien, et yous 
donner des lemons k mon tour, dans un genre dont la 
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speculation ne passe pas la capacite tr^s bomee de 
nous antres pauvres femmes. 

Je Yous dirai done, men oher mattre, librement, 
mais avec regret, que la tragedie de Totre ami ne m'a 
pas plu, et que pins je lis les ouyrages-de yos antenrs 
en ce genre, pins je me oonfirme de croire, qne jamais 
la muse tragique n'etablira son empire dans Yotre ile. 
Shakespear, tout monstmenx qu'il est, pouYoit donner 
qnelqnes esperances. II est souYent admirable, et 
jamais ennayenx. Ses beautes appartiennent k son 
g6nie, ses fantes k son ignorance et k son si^e ; mais 
oeux qui Font suiYi n'ont rien qui pnisse racheier 
leurs absurdites. 

La tragedie de Douglas n'est pas aussi extraYagante 
que plusieurs autres que j'ai lues. Les comparaisons 7 
sont plus rares quoique trop frequentes. Les person- 
nages s'expriment aYec moins de bassesse et plus de 
naturel; mais Texposition dure toute la pi^, le ncead 
est commun, les incidens sont pueriles, le pathetique, 
s'il se concentre quelquefois, est dans les Yers et nou 
dans le sujet. Le caractere de Douglas est aimable. 
Mais aprte Yingt ans qu'on le crut mort, k quoi sert-- 
il qu'il ne paroisse que pour perir par I'absurde in- 
decence de sa m^re ? Son mari a F&me noble — que 
ne lui confioit^lle son secret? II lui laisse une 
enti^re liberte — ^pour quoi donner un rendez-YOUS dans 
un bois, k minuit, k un jeune homme de Yingt ans, 
qu*elle pouYoit entretenir plus sfirement, et plus 
deoemment, chez elle ? Ignorait-elle qu'il ne suffit pas 
pour une femme d'etre innocente — qu'il fftut encore 
que les apparences lui soient faYorables? Et le 
paysan, dont on se saisit sur un soup9on important, 
qu'une femme laisse aller de son autorite, quoique la 
ne de son mari paroisse interessee a sa detention ! 
Ces gens qui lui obeissent dans une telle occasion sans 
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la moiudre difficulte. Le paysan, qui se tronve Ik tout 
k propoSy et qai a justement sur lui ce qu'il faut pour 
la reconnoissance; et puis, qui en passant son chemin 
entend un grand secret ! — n'est-ce pas la des evene- 
mens fort raisonnables ! Je ne dis rien de la confidence 
de Lady Randolphe k sa suivante, qui auroit pu se 
(aire dix ans ayant, on dix ans apr^s» tout aussi bien. 
C'etoit sa fantaisie de la faire ce soir-14. Mais je 
remarquerai encore que le General Glenalyon est bien 
obligeant de nous faire connattre dans un monologue 
ses entreprises passees, ses desseins presents et futurs. 
Comment les aurions-nous sus sans cela ? L'episode de 
lliermite est le luxe d'un indigent. Quoique terrible 
par lui-meme, et pouvant faire le fond d'une autre 
tragedie, il ne fait point d'effet sur moi du moins ; et 
oomme mon c<Bur n'est pas un caillou, je juge que 
c'est qu'il n'en doit pas faire. 

Enfin la pi^e finit parce que tout le monde meurt. 
Randolph a si bonne opinion des femmes qu'il croit 
tout de suite {k la verite sur une lettre) que la sienne, 
apr^ vingt ans d'une yertu irreprochable, deyient en 
un instant folle d'un jeune yillageois dont elle pourroit 
dtre la m^re. Get enfant tue, et est tue, parce que 
Tauteur I'a youlu ainsi; et Lady Randolphe ya se 
Jeter dans la mer, apres en ayoir ayerti par son action 
et par ses paroles. La suiyante, qui a trop de respect 
pour la contraindre, se contente d'apprendre cette 
nouyelle k son mattre, qui la charge de faire enterrer sa 
femme, et lui promet de ne pas reyenir de la bataille. 
Ajoutez a un pareil plan, des expressions basses, 
comme " precious sex," " dame chastity," &c., et yous 
conclurez, je crois, malgre la pr^yention de I'amitie, 
que ce n'est pas \k un bon ouyrage. 
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3. 

The tenderness, beneficence, and- sensibility of her heart— These qnalitiesy if 
admitted by her correspondent, he may beliere she is ready to exercise on 
him—Her aflSBction and derotion for her firiends— Self-sacrifice to the Prince 
of Conti— Discassion on jealousies in friendship— The train of senti- 
mentality, intermpted by dinner, resumed in a modified tone — ^Tlie pain- 
ful sacrifice to friendship in the criticism on DomgUu—Bet candour 
and pride. 

Ce 21 JuiUa. 

Je snia fachee d'ayoir ete si long-tems sans yous 
repondre. J'avois beaacoup d'affaires, et je ne 
Youlois pas YOUS ecrire seulement pour deux ligiies« 
J'esp^re que oette raison yous contentera. 

Je Yeux yous faire une question aYant que d'entrer 
en mati^re: me croyez-Yous un cceur tendre,bienfaisant, 
et sensible k Famitie? Je yous donne quelques 
motifs pour j penser. 

Maintenant, sachant ce que je dois paroitre, parce- 
que je suis reellement, aux yeux d'un homme k qui de 
tels sentimens ne sont pas etrangers, je suppose que 
Yotre reponse m'est faYorable ; et c'est de cette opinion 
que YOUS ayez de moi dont je me sers, pour yous faire 
comprendre la satisfaction extreme que j'ai ressentie en 
apprenant de yous celle que yous a causee ma lettre. Si 
j'ai jamais ete sensible au plaisir d'obliger» si mon ame 
est susceptible d etre emue par la douleur ou la joie 
d'un ami, yous pouYez juger de Teffet de ces dispositions 
naturelles par rapport a yous. En meme terns, je ne 
puis me defendre d'une reflexion qui m'afflige: il 
semble, de la maniere dont yous yous exprimez, que 
YOUS ayez un doute sur mon amiti^, et que yous ayez 
souffert quelque peine dont j'ai ete I'occasion. Le fond 
de mon coeur etant tel que yous pouYez le soubaiter» 
la gaite et la YiYacit^, peut-6tre excessiYes, de mon 
caract^re doiYent seules en etre accusees: et cet effet, si 
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contraire an desir que j'ai de Yons conyaincre da retoar 
sincere dont je reconnois vos sentimens, seroit capable 
de me faire hair des qualit^s d'ailleurs avantagenses. 

Yons dites que yoqs etes sujet k la jalousie, mSme 

en amilie. Vous avouerai-je que j'ai ce defaut aussi, 

mais que da sexe dont je suis, je croirois m'abaisser 

dele t^moigner jamais; et je ne s^ai, k vrai dire, si ma 

jalousie ne seroit pas mieux caracterisee en la nom- 

mant exces de la delicatesse, puisque elle en yeut de 

preference, et singolierement k Testime, tant qu'elle 

n'a pas ete profanee. Car je pardonne que le coBur 

se trompe quelquefois ; il est susceptible de certaines 

affections tout-k-fait ayeugles et inyolontaires ; mais 

que le plus flatteur de tons les sentiment, la base et 

le soutien des autres, soit honteusement d^shonore par 

I'application qu'on en fait, c'est ce que je ne puis 

souffrir, sans en gtre blessSe d'abord, et a la fin 

enti^rement detacbee. J'ai quelque droit de penser de 

la Borte : n'ayant a offrir a mes amis qu'une tendresse 

inutile, et une estime pen flatteuse par elle-meme, je 

me suis efforcee d'augmenter la yaleur de cette 

demi^re, en ne Taccordant qu* ayec precaution. Vous 

m'en rendez encore plus ayare k I'ayenir. Mais pour- 

quoi montrez-yous toujours du repentir de yotre 

attachement pour moi qui yous en temoigne un si 

yeritable et si bien ^tabli ? J'ayoue qu'il sera con- 

trarie quelquefois, par I'absence, et par les deyoirs 

qu'un autre plus ancien a impose snr ma reconnois- 

sance. Ces deyoirs sont sacr^s. lis exigeroient le 

sacrifice de moi-m^me, si Toccasion s'en pr^sentoit. 

Mon inclination meme me porte k les remplir, et ils 

n'auroient rien que de satisfaisans, si la religion, si le 

deyouement, ayec lesquelles je m'en acquitte, etoient 

toujours reconnus. Neanmoins, tels qu'ils sont, et 

tels que je les consid^re, ils ne m'absorbent pas tout 
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enti^re ; ils laissent place dans mon cceur pour d'aatres 
sentimens, et je puis disposer de la plus grande partie 
de mon tems, et vous le donner. Examinez-vons, 
pourtant — car, quoiqu'il m'en coute, et quelque prix 
que je mette k yotre amitie, j'aimerais mieux en 
arreter les progres que de les confirmer, si voua en 
deviez souffrir, ou que je dusse en prevoir la fin. 

C'est bien un effet de cette amitie que yous voulez 
combattre, de vous etre attendri en yous rappelant les 
TCBUX que je fais pour ne pas yivre long-tems. Mais 
YOUS YOUS trompez sur lenrs causes. Vous attribuez 
a quelques peines secretes, ce qui natt seulement de 
I'instabilite attachee aux biens que Ton poss^e. Je 
le disois, il y a quelque terns, dans une des viyacites 
que YOUS me connoissez — " II faudroit 6tre bien mal 
dans ce monde, pour ne pas desirer de mourir." Cela 
a tout Fair d'un paradoxe. 

En un mot — ^puisque Yotre bonte yous donne de 
I'inqui^tude pour moi, apr^s yous avoir dit que j'en 
suis touchee jusqu'k Tame, je dois yous rassurer, et 
YOUS ^laircir de ma situation. J'ai toutes les peines 
que peuYent procurer trop de sensibilite et trop de 
delicatesse. Mais j'en ai aussi les aYantages,.et avec 
eux une bonne sante, un heureux caract^re-— de la 
flexibilite dans Thumenr, du gout pour Tetude et les 
plaisirs simples — ^nulle ambition, et'un pen de philo- 
sophic. Si je puis ajouter k tant de bonheur, celui de 
conserver — d'augmenter Yotre amitie, et de detniire les 
doutes que yous formez sur la mienne, en verite je ne 
Yois pas comment je me plaindrois raisonnablement 
de mon sort. II faut m'arrSter ici. 

J'ai interrompu ma lettre pour dtner, et je la 
reprens tout de suite pour achever de repondre k la 
Yotre. Je yous assure que c'est par complaisance 
pour YOUS, que je me suis resolue k critiquer la piece 



1 



MADAME DE BOUFFLERS. 229 

de Yotre ami. C'est un emploi que je hais natnrelle- 
ment. Et en effet considdrez mon caractere : vons 
Terrez qne rien ne pent me le rendre agreable. Je 
69ai qne je ne suis capable de dire sur ces mati^res 
qne des choses assez communes. Cela Bufflt pour m'en 
dMpiiter. J'ai de Tambition, mais plus noble et plus 
belle. 

Qnoiqne persuadee de la mediocrite de mon 
partage naturel, je n'en dedaigne pas moins tons les 
genres ou je ne puis tenir le premier rang. C'est ce 
qui fait que je n'estime, ni la richesse, ni les honneurs, 
ni la beaute, ni la reputation d'esprit, et que je me 
Buis appliquee seulement k perfectiouner quelques 
qualites du coeur que la nature m'a donnees. En con- 
rant dans cette carri^re, je trouve pen de concurrens. 
J'ai Tespoir d'avancer toujours de quelques pas, et de 
parvenir peut-etre k la fin k surpasser tons ceux qui 
m'environnent. Vous Yoyez par cet ayeu mon ame 
toute enti^re, et vous en conclurez, peut-etre, que si 
j'ai des yertus, Torgueil en est le fondement; et je pense, 
k la T^rite, qu'il j a trop de part. Mais j'en tire- 
rai du moins cet avantage occasionnel, de vous per- 
suader que je n'ai pris nul plaisir k mes remarques, et 
de me dispenser k Tavenir d'une charge p^nible, ou 
je ne vois d'utilite pour personne. Je crois que je 
serai k Paris lorsque vous j serez vous-meme, mais je 
vous le manderai plus positivement. C'est deM.de 
Luxembourg que cela depend. Adieu ! je me flatte 
que vous ne serez pas moins content de cette lettre 
que de I'autre. II faudroit que j'eusse bien pen d'art, 
pour avoir mal exprime une amitie que mon coeur 
ressent si vivement. 
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4. 

Can she be ooatent with one page of a letter in answer to eight f— Diacnesion 
thence on the partiality of the male eex for being illnaed, and other 
charaetezietioB— -JSeparatee her ooirespondent from the erowd of slayes, bat 
beeeeehee him not to driye her senBibilities back upon miserable prudenoe. 

Le SO Juilik. 

VoTRE lettre m'est arrivee ce matin, mais pensez- 
Yous que J*en suis contente ? Vous me repondez d'une 
page qnand je vous en ecris halt ! Voulez-Yous me 
confirmer dans Tidee ou je suis, que votre sexe aime k 
6tre maltraite, qu'il paie les rigueurs d'empressement 
et les bontes de negligence ; car pour vous avouer mon 
opinion des hommes, la plupart me paroissent avoir 
naturellement Tame servile. L'on pent 6tre seduite 
par eux, mais Ton ne pent gu^res» ce me semble, les 
estimer. Leurs hommages sont re^us et ne peuvent 
flatter. Tantot c'est le discemement qui leur man- 
que, tantot la delicatesse, et presque toujours la gene- 
rosite. J'en ai cru voir d'un ou trois qui meritoient 
d'etre exceptes. Une plus parfaite connoissance, pent- 
§tre, m'eut decouvert mon erreur. Pour vous, vous 
que r inclination ne m'a portee que la suite de I'estime, 
je vous s^pare de cette foule d'esclaves, et je vous 
attribue un caract^re tout-k-fait different. Si je 
m'^tois trompee, mon affection, et la base sur laquelle 
elle s appuie principalement, seroit bientot detruite : 
car, que Ton me trouve une defense centre les coups 
du sort, que Ton m'assure le bonheur et la vie de ceux 
que j'aime, et je pourrois repondre de n'dtre jamais 
malheureuse par les sentimens du cceur. Je suis, de 
mon naturel, aussi fi^re que sensible, aussi portee au 
dedain qu'^ la tendresse ; et quiconque ne rend pas 
k mon amitie, m'en parott aussit6t indigne. Je veux 
me flatter, mon cher mattre, que je n'aurois a exercer 
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enyejrs yous que le plus doux de ces deux sentimens, 
at que tous ne me fbrcerez pas d'user de cette triste 
prudence, qui nous oblige souvent a contraindre et a 
soutenir les affections les. plus agreables et les plus 
innocentes, dans la crainte de faire des ingrats. Nean- 
moins, je ne puis m'emp^her de le dire : j'ai attendu 
long-tems Totre lettre— je Tai attendue avec impa- 
tience— *etje n'en ai point ete satisfaite. Nous verrons 
quelle excuse tous me donnerez. 



Bad health and spizite— He moat not suspect her friendship — Her hnshand's 
death has opened manj matters to attend to. 

Ce VendrM. 

Je n'ai point du tort arec vous, mon cher maitre, et 
je ne merite pas les reproches indirects que vous me 
faites. J'ai ete malade, et j'ai eu un chagrin extreme- 
ment vif^qui m'ote le courage d'ecrire, d'agir, de penser. 

La mort de M. de Boufflers m'obligera de me 
vaincre pour penser H mes affaires. Le premier effort 
que je fais est en yotre faveur. Me voici dr Paris 
jusqu'a jeudi. Si vous pouviez faire une course pour 
me Toir, je yous en serois obligee. Au reste, quoique 
je ne yous ai pas fait reponse, je n'en ai pas et^ moins 
exacte k executer yotre commission pour Mylord 
Beanchamp; et sArement mes negligences ne doiyent 
pas yous faire soup^onner mon amitie. 

6. 

Cnrioiis to know how the journey with Rousseau has turned out —Has heard 
of the letter to Rousseau in the name of Frederick the Great. 

Le 7 Janvier, 

J'espere qne ma lettre yous trouyera k Calais, et 
que yous youdrez bien m'ecrire d^s que yous Taurez 
re9ue. Premi^rement, j'ai beancoup d'impatience 
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d'apprendre comment votre voyage s'est passe ; et en- 
suite je Youdrois savoir si une lettre da Roi de Prnsse 
k Jean-Jacques, qui court Paris, est vraie on fausse. 
On dit qu elle est pleine d'ironies, qu'il paroit douter 
de la bonne foi de ses principes, et qu'il lui mande, entre 
autres choses, Toffre d'un asile : que s'il veut dtre 
persecute, il le sera : que s'il veut dtre puni, comme 
Roi il le punira, &c. &c. J'ai re9u plusieurs lettres 
pour Totre pupille que je ne vous envoie pas, dans la 
crainte que vous ne soyez dejk embarque. Je les 
ferai porter d'abord que j'aurai une adresse sure. 
Adieu! portez-yous bien. Revenez bientot: je suis 
forte triste de votre depart. Mes complimens k Jean- 
Jacques. 

7. 

The journey with Roaaseaa— (^aestion if a retreat in Wales wiU suit him — 
The pension a kind act, bat may torn ont embarraslBing — The watchmaker's 
son may make a question between kings— Ronssean's serere morality — 
Walpole author of the letter to the King of Prussia — ^Question if a witticism 
of Hume's occasioned it — A law-suit in England between Frenchmen. 

Juin 1766. 

Vous avez ete bien long-tems en route. Je vous ai 
beaucoup plaint, et je suis fort aise de vous savoir 
arrive a bon port avec votre pupille. J'en ai re9u 
une lettre depuis la votre, ou il parott concevoir d'assez 
favorables espdrances. Mais je n'aime point qu'il se 
prepare k se retirer dans le pays de Galles. II y 
sera tr^ destitue de secours et de compagnie ; car je 
doute qu'il apprenne jamais suffisamment d'Anglois 
pour converser, et le Fran9ois ne doit pas 6tre fort 
commun dans cette province. Je suis tr^s touchee 
des bontes que le General Conway et Lady Aylesbury 
temoignent k ce pauvre fugitif. A ce mot vous croirez 
que je me les attribue, mais ce n'est point la ma 
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penBee. Je veax dire que j'en suis attendrie comme 
d'nne belle action qui montre leur generosite — ce qui 
est beaucoup plus interessant que les egards parti- 
culiers qu'ils auroient pu avoir k telle ou telle recom- 
mendation. Votre conscience est trop contente de ce 
que Yous avez entrepris en faveur de Jean-Jacques, 
qnoique je preyoie que cela le jetera dans des diffi- 
cultes assez considerables : car, d'un cot^, s'il accepte, 
je pense ainsi que lui qu'il pourra £tre accuse de 
quelque ingratitude envers le Roi de Prusse, dont iJ a 
refuse les bien&its ; et s'il refuse, on le traitera d'ex- 
travagant ou de presomptueux, et ses ennemis ne 
manqueront pas de le jouer sur la pretendue jalousie 
qu'il craint de mettre entre deux rois. Quoiqu'il en 
soit^ et quelque opinion que puissent avoir de lui ceux 
qui le haissent, c'est un assez bel effet de la vertu, ou 
de ses apparences, d'avoir mis le fils d*un horloger 
dans le cas de ddbattre cette question. II n'a ^rit, 
dit-on, que des paradoxes. Sa morality est trop 
severe et hors d'usage. II a attaque tons les ^tats, 
decrie les moBurs des deux sexes : blam^ les cou- 
tumes — la politique de notre siecle, avec un zele assez 
amer. Mais cette belle image, qui force les coeurs 
k I'amour, lui a fait des sectateurs de tons ceux qui ont 
quelque gout pour Thonnetet^. 

La pretendue lettre du Roi de Prusse, sur laquelle 
je vous ai ecrit, est de M. Walpole. J'en ai eu 
beaucoup de colore centre lui, mais comme il est con- 
venu de sa faute, et qu'il m'en a montre du regret, je 
lai ai pardonne, et nous sommes aussi bien ensemble 
que par le passe. On dit que c'est une plaisanterie que 
YOUS avez faite, qui a donne la premiere id^e de cette 
lettre, qui est en verite fort cruelle. 

A present il faut que je vous parle d'une affaire qui 
ne m'interesse pas beaucoup-^u egard aux personnes 
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qae je ne connois point, mais ce sont des Fran9oi6 
qui plaident en pays stranger. Si leur cause est 
bonne, je serai bien aise de les serrir, puisque ce qu'ils 
demandent me cotlte peu, et ne me compromet en 
aucune mani^re. II s'agit d'un nomme Senterre, qui 
a pour avocat M. Waterbom,^ que je me souviens 
avoir yu une fois comme ami de Lady Herrey, et que 
j*ai entendu dire 6tre un homme de beauooup de m^rite. 
Senterre et ses associes se louent infiniment de sa 
generosite, et ils pretendent (je ne sais si c'est pour 
m'engager a faire quelques demarches) que, s'etant 
reclame de ma protection aupr^ de M. Waterboni, 
il a temoigne faire plus d'etat de moi que je n'ayois 
droit de m'y attendre. Ces gens n'exigent pas autre 
chose sinon que j'en temoigne ma reconnoissance a 
M. Waterbom, ce qui est fort conforme k mes senti- 
mens, et que j'ajoute que je leur souhaite du bien. 
C'est ce que je puis dire aussi ayec verite : car outre 
qu'ils sont Fran9ois et dans une situation facheuse, 
ils me sont de plus recommandes par un homme qui 
m'a fait plaisir, et que je yeux obUger. Rendez-moi 
done le seryice de dire toutes ces choses de ma part a 
M. Waterbom ; et ajoutez que si j'ai cru facilement 
ce qu'on m'a dit de ses dispositions pour moi« c'est 
moins par presomption, que par le d^sir que j'ai de 
contracter des obligations ayec les gens de merite. 

^ Apparently Mr W«dderbiim, afterwards Lord Loughborough. 
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8. 

King George's goodnesB to Roiuseaa — Why is Hume not retonung to Framee t 
— Why haahe confided Ronaseaa'a affidn to Madame de Barbantane 
instead of to her \ — Mile. Le YMsenr — The Duke of Richmond — Her own 
lenribilities and health — Begs him in the name of God not. to delay his 
return. 

Zeis. 

J'ai re^n avant hier votre seconde lettre, datee du 
12 de Janvier, ce qui est one meprise assurement, 
mais je ne puis comprendre de quelle date elle est 
reellement.^ Elle ne doit pas etre nouvelle, puisque 
Yous n'ayez pas encore re^u la mienne. J'apprens 
avec grand plaisir les bontes du Roi d'Angleterre pour 
Jean-Jacques : le respect et Tattachement que yous me 
connoissez pour ce bon prince, en sont encore aug- 
ment's. Je garderai le secret Addlement, et je n'en 
ferai part qu^a la personne exceptee. Mais dites-moi 
pourquoi Yotre retour est differ' ? J'en suis dans un 
chagrin et dans une inquietude extreme. Je crains 
que YOUS ne cediez aux instances de vos amis, et au 
penchant naturel que Ton a pour son pays : quelqu' 
agrement que yous ajez trouYe, et quelque amitie que 
YOUS professez avoir pour moi, la patrie est une rivale 
dangereuse. 

Je ne 59ai pourquoi yous avez reserve pour Madame 
de Barbantane les particularites qui concernent. votre 
ami. Dep^hez-vous du moins de les lui mander, car 
j'ai une impatience que je ne puis vous exprimer, de 
savoir comment il se conduit en Angleterre — s'il s'y 
plait, et quelle opinion le peuple prend de lui. Je ne 



^ The letter by Hume, announcing the pension to Rousseau, to 
which this appears to have been an answer, is dated 2l8t January 
1766. 
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voufl dirai rien sur M. Walpole. J'ai repondu a cet 
article d'avance. Mile. Le VASseur doit #tre arrivee 
k present. Je vous en ai parle aiifisi. Votre post- 
scppt m'a fait rire : j'espere que la grossi^rete de son 
langage garantira Jean-Jacques du malheur que vona 
appr^hendiez. 

Le Due de Richmond est parti, brouille avec tons 
les princes du sang. II s'est conduit d'une mani^re 
fort etrange. Je n'ai pu lui en parler, ne Tayant vu 
qu'un moment depuis en presence de beaucoup de 
monde. Je ne doute pas que le Roi d'Angleterre, qui 
est juste, ne desapprouve ses precedes. 

J aurois bien besoin de tous k present, mon cher 
maitre. Je suis malade d'un rhume assez violent. 
Je sors, malgre cela, tous les jours ; mais si j'avois 
votre compagnie, je ne sortirois pas. Si vous saviez 
jusqu'ou va mon courage, et combien cette vertu est 
penible a enerver a la longue ! Je me trouve dans 
une situation extraordinaire. Je ne desire rien, et tout 
m'est ennuyeux. Cependant, qui que ce soit ne pour- 
roit juger par les apparences de ma disposition 
interieure. Je remplis tous les devoirs de la soci^te : 
je me pr6te k ses amusemens : je doune k manger trois 
fois de la semaine. Jamais je n'eus plus de sirSnitey 
parce que jamais je n'eus plus d'indiflR^rence. Je ne 
S9ai si c'est un syroptome de guerison, ou d'exc^s 
d'abattement. Mais, au nom de Dieu, ne retardez pas 
votre retour — car voili ce qui me mettroit au 
desespoir. Votre appartement sera pr6t: il est 
commode; suffisamment grand, et tout meuble. II a la 
vue sur un jardin. Vous n'aurez nulle contrainte, nul 
assujettissement ; et nous serons trte proches I'un de 
Tautre. 
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9. 

His apftrtment ready — Its attractions — Walpole^ Rousseau, and Mile. Le 
YaeBeuT — A proposed jaunt — Adam Smith — ^Another attack on Ronssean — 
Attributed to Walpole — His heartlessneas — Rousseaa's dirine eloquence 
and lore of Tirtne — Fr^ron has attacked Hame. 

Le 6 Mai. 

Vous pouvez arriver quand il vous plaira. Votre 
appartement est tout pret — tout meubl^, gat, joli, et 
commode. Vous avez outre ce qui est necessaire, 
comme anticbambres, chambres avec une bibliotheque 
suffisante ; et si vous ne travaillez pas, ce sera yotre 
faute. 

Je ne puis croire que le violent cbagrin, dont parle 
Jean-Jacques, vienne de la lettr^ de M. Walpole, 
quoique surement elle I'a du beaucoup affecter. Je 
Grains bien plutot^que quelque degoiit de Mile. Le 
Vasseur, ou quelques querelles entre eux, n'en soit la 
cause. Eclaircissez cela, de grace, et sortez-moi de 
Tinqnietude on vous m'avez raise. Je pars le 21 
de ce mois pour les eaux. J'y serai trois semaines, et 
delk je retournerai a Paris, ou j'irai k Lyon, selon la 
disposition ou je me trouverai, les circonstances, et ce 
que je saurais de votre retour. Je n'ai rien de absolu- 
ment fixe d, cet egard, parce que bien que je souhaite 
de voir d'une ville considerable les manufactures, le 
tbeatre, &c., j'aurai occasion de satisfaire cette 
cnriosite Tannee prochaine, en allant recevoir mon fils 
a son retour d'ltalie. Si vous etes en France dans ce 
tems-l^ nous pourrons voyager ensemble, et aller 
jusqu'a Marseilles et Toulon. Je vous ai dit, ce me 
semble, que j'ai fait connoissance avec M.- Smith, et 
que, pour Famour de vous, je Tavois fort accueilli. Je 
lis actuellement sa theorie des sentimens moraux : je 
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n'en suis pas fort avancee, mais je crois que cela me 
plaira. 

L'on assure ici, malgre ce que tous m'avez montre, 
que M. Walpole a ecrit et fait imprimer une allegorie 
contre Jean-Jacques — ** Le Charlatan qui debite des 
pillules." Je n'ai jamais voulu le croire, parce que 
Yous m'avez dit le contraire, et que d'ailleurs cela ne 
seroit pas bien k M. Walpole apres la fa^on dont il 
m'a parle, sachant quelle peine cela me ferait, et pro- 
fessant gratuitement et yolontairement des sentimens 
d'amitie et d'estime pour moi. Au reste, on dira 
tout ce que Ton voudra. Ce ne sont point ]k des jeux 
innocens — ^mettre le trouble et le desespoir dans le 
* coeur d'un homme deja malheureux — par les circon- 
stauceSy ou, si Ton veut, par son earacifere, n*importe ; 
le priver du seul bien qu'il estime — par la possession 
duquel, destitue de tout autre, il se croiroit riche 
et heureux. C'est en verite blesser I'humanite, et 
commettre une bassesse ; car il n'j a nul risque a 
Tattaquer maintenant. C'est un lion k qui Ton a 
coupe les oreilles. Cette homme sera k jamais cel^bre 
par son eloquence divine, et son amour sincere pour 
la vertu, quelles qu'aient ete, que soient, ou que 
doivent 6tre, ses fragilites. Ceux qui le persecutent 
pourront peut-etre, k I'abri de son nom, parvenir k Tim- 
mortalite: mais cela me parott une singuliere route 
k prendre pour j parvenir. Dans les persecutions qu'il 
^prouve, la malignite et furie se montrent a decouvert. 
On ne pent le hair, que par ses motifs. II n' a 
attaque personne ; personne n'a de vengeance k 
prendre. C'est le plus humain et le plus sensible de 
tous les hommes. Le vice en general — ^les coutumes 
impropres et pemicieuses, sont les seuls objets de ses 
satires am^res. II a rarement passe ces limites. 
C'est un censeur, et non pas un detracteur. Sentir 
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de ranimosite centre un tel homme c'est se declarer 
facilement Tami du vice et Tennemi de la vertu. Mais 
a propos de vertu et de m^rite— savez-yoos que M. 
Freron a fait une feuille contre vous ? II vous accuse 
d'erreur, de partialite, de haine contre la France.- 
Vous jugez quel tort cela va vous faire ! Ce que Ton 
pent dire toujours, c'est que le combat est un pen 
inegal. 



10. 



The Roiusean quarrel — Why should she be kept ignorant of an affair with 
whieh France and England rings I — Why Holbach his first eonfidant instead 
of her 1 — Her Just displeasure — Holbach*s representation of the ai&lr — 
Hume expected to act with more than ordinary human moderation — Why 
has he depriyed himself of the noble reyenge of silence under injustice f— 
Rousseau's conduct dharacterised — ^The cause of his suspicions — The Wal- 
pole letter — Suspicions of Hume's concern in it — ^Rousseau wrong-headed, 
but not insincere — Discussion on a eupposition that Rousseau was to join 
the Opposition — His irritability, and the allowances that should be made 
for it — Hume's conduct deprecated — Its seyerity — Will gratify the enemies 
of philosophy — The important consideration whether he should publish — 
His glory at issue — An interruption of three days — The subject resumed — 
D'Alembert — Hume's letter to him afflicts her — Voltaire — The common- 
place world will be on Hume's side — Unable to write more on so sad a 
subject — But conscience and friendship urge her to a few lines — The prince 
of Conti and De Rougemont— Adam Smith. 

A Pouges, le 22 Jtdlle$ 1766. 

QuELQUE raison que vous me puissiez dire pour 
ne m'avoir pas instruite de I'etrange evenement qui 
occupe i, cette heure I'Angleterre et la France, je suis 
convaincue que par reJ3ezion vous sentirez, si vous ne 
I'avez dejk senti, qu'il n'y en pent avoir de valable. Le 
chagrin que vous pretendez avoir voulu m'eviter, ne 
pouvoit 6tre que retarde, et Fetat d'incertitude ou 
vous m'avez laisse etoit plus penible sans doute que 
la pleine connoissance du fait. Concevez tons les 
motifs que j'avois de croire Thistoire fabuleuse— com- 
bien ma surprise et mon ignorance que j'exprimois 
naivement dans mes lettres, devoit contribuer a la faire 
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paroitre telle aux personnes qui conclurent, ainsi qae 
moi, que le Baron D'Holbach n'eut pas du dfcre votre 
premier confident — enfin le deplaisir que vous m'avez 
cause par une conduite qui deroge un peu, ce me 
' semble, k Tamitie que tous m'avez promise. 

En tout cela vous trouverez, je pense, de quoi con- 
trebalancer les foibles motifs qui vous ont engage au 
silence avec moi. Persuadee que vous etes incapable 
de vous refuser a I'evidence, ou de nier une verity re- 
connue, je tiens ce point pour accord^; et je le conclos 
en vous assurant, que si j'ai commence par vous 
expliquer mes sentimens k cet egard, ce n'est pas que 
mon mecontentement soit considerable : c'est pour agir 
avec plus d'ingenuite pour qu'on ne me soup9onne pas 
d'affecter de la moderation — enfin, pour traiter les 
choses dans Tordre qu'il convient, en reservant le plus 
important pour le dernier. 

Voici maintenant la question qui se presente. Avez- 
vous recommende au Baron D'Holbach de taire ou de 
r^pandre les plaintes que vous faites du precede de 
Rousseau? Le public, non encore instruit, les trouve 
ameres, et juge que le Baron, en servant votre indigna- 
tion dans sa premiere chaleur, vous a mal servi vous- 
meme. Votre douceur, votre bont4 Tindulgence que 
vous avez naturellement, font attendre et desirer de 
vous des efforts de moderation qui passent le pouvoir 
des hommes ordinaires. Pourquoi se hater de divulguer 
les premiers mouvemens d'un coeur grievement blesse, 
que la raison n'a pu encore dompter ? Pourquoi vous 
d^roberla plus noble vengeancequ'onpuisseprendred'un 
ennemi, d'un ingrat, ou plutot d'un malheureux, que ses 
passions et son humeur atrabilaire egarent, (souffrez cet 
adoucisseinent) — celle de I'accabler de votre sup^riorite, 
de I'eblouir par Teclat de cette vertu meme qu'il veut 
meconnottre ? 
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Mais Tenons an fond de I'affaire. La lettre de 
Rousseau est atroce : c'est le dernier exces de Textra- 
Tagance la plus complete. Rien ne pent I'excuser, et 
I'impossibilit^ d'effacer une telle faute fera I'^ternel 
tourment de sa vie. Ne croyez pas, pourtant, qu'il soit 
coupable d'artifice, ni de mensonge — qu'il soit un em- 
posteur ni un scel^rat. Sa colore n'est pas fond^, 
mais elle est reelle, je n'en doute point. Voici le 
sujet que j'en imagine. J'ai ou'i dire, et on le lui aura 
peut-etre mande, qu'une des meilleures phrases de la 
lettre de M. Walpole ^toit de yous : que vous aviez 
dit en plaisantant, etparlant au nom deRoi dePrusse — 
'* Si yous aimez les persecutions, je suis Roi, et je puis 
vous en procurer de toutes les espies : " que depuis, 
M. Walpole avoit employe la phrase, en disant quelle 
^toit de YOUS, pour ne pas s'approprier un bon mot 
dont il n'etoit pas I'auteur. Si ce fait est vrai, et 
que Rousseau soit sensible, sanguin, melancholique, 
orgueilleux memo comme on dit qu'il est — doit-il 
s'etonner qu'il soit devenu fou de douleur et de rage ? 
Cette lettre, si pen digne de son genie, qu'il adresse 
au Gazetier Anglois, temoigne sa disposition et en 
indique la cause. Tel est indubitablement le vrai 
principe de son deplorable egarement que j'ai devin^ 
trop tard. Car de I'accuser, comme yous faites, de 
l[>remeditation — de dessein formd de yous nuire et 
vous deshonorer — c'est ce qui n'est nuUement Yraisem- 
blable. Tons les int^rets humains se reunissent pour 
Ten d^toumer : s'il se fait gloire de I'estime et de la re- 
putation, seroit-ce un moyen d'acquerir ou de conserYer 
Tun et I'autre de se montrer ingrat ? II est sans appui, 
sans ressource, sans consolation quelconque, si yous 
labandonnez — et yous imaginez que c'est de sang-froid, 
avec toute sa raison, qu'il s'expose a taut de malheurs. 
Non, cela n'est pas possible. On m'assure que yous avez 
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ecrit, qoHl vouloit Be ranger da cot^ de rOpposition. 
Je ne puis croire qne yous ayez une telle idee. Roas- 
seaa dans TOpposition ! Connott-il les differens 
intergts du pays? Derbyshire— est-il mi lieu propre 
aux intrigues ? Tirera-t-il plus d'avantages des 
seigneurs du parti qu'il a pu tirer» s'il Teut youlu, de 
votre amiti^, de la protection de M. Conway, et des 
bontes du Roi d' Angleterre ! 

Mais o'en est trop la-dessus. Je le repete— je ne^ 
me persuaderai qu a la demi^re extremite, qu'il 
form^ un projet infame et nuifflble k lui-mSme' 
rentier usage de sa raison. Mais cette raison 
fois troublee par ses passions ardentes, il n'a pu 
servir pour les commander. II a oublie toute decei 
— ^il a cru, centre toute apparence, ce qu'il ne dev» 
jamais penser — ce que la rectitude de son propre coa 
avoit du emp^her qu'il pensat jamais. C'est qn'u, 
homme connu, estim^ comme vous I'dtes, dont la pro> 
bit^ est confirm^ par un long exercise — s'est pu trom-\ 
per tant d'annees, ou changer en un instant. Quelque ' 
preuye qu'on lui ait donn^ centre yous, il a du les 
rejeter, de douter ses yeux mSmes, et s'expliquer sur 
ses soup9ons ayec honte d'etre assez foible pour les 
aYoir con9us. Au reste, si ses plaintes ne sent fon- 
d^s que sur la phrase qu'on yous attribue, on pent 
dire que son amour propre est trop facile k blesser, 
puisque cette phrase est plutot une satire centre le 
pouYoir arbitraire que centre lui. Se laisser aller a 
cette Yiolence sur une simple raillerie — passer toute 
bome-i-oublier tout deYoir— c'est un exc^s d'orgueil 
bien criminel. S'il yous a cru la moiti^ de toute la 
lettre, cela I'excuse un peu plus, mais non pas assez. 
Mais YOUS, au lieu de yous irriter centre un malheu- 
reux qui ne pent yous nuire, et qui se mine enti^re- 
ment lui-meme, que n'aYcz-YOus laisse agir cette pitie 
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generate, dont tous dtes si susceptible? Vous enssiez 
e?ite nn eclat qui scandalise, qui divise les esprits, 
qui flatte la malignite — qui amuse, aux d^pens de tous 
deux, les gens oisifs et inconsideres— qui fait faire des 
reflexions injurieuses, et renoUTelle les clameurs centre 
les pbilosophes et la philosophie. J'ose croire que si 
TOUS eussiez ete aupres de moi, lorsque cette cruelle 
offense tous a ^te faite, elle tous eut inspire plus de 
compassion que de colore. 

Mais dans Tetat oil sent les choses, il ne faut s'oc- 
cuper du pass^, qui est irremediable, qu'autant qu'il 
en est besoin pour r^ler Totre cpnduite presente et 
future. Vous me demandez mon aTis sur une question 
delicate — 89aToir, si tous dcTez instruire le public de 
cette aTenture par un eorit, on TenseTelir dans Tou- 
bli. C'est h quoi j'ai besoin k reflechir. Je Tais me 
reposer ; mais aTant de condure cette premiere portion 
de ma lettre, je dois tous d^larer que c'est par le 
deToir que tous m'en imposez, et selon ce que I'amitie 
exige de moi, que je hasarde mon opinion, et que 
j'entreprens de tous dire ce que je ferois, mais non 
pas peut-Stre ce que tous dcTez faire, car il est difficile 
de se mettre enti^rement a la place d'autrui. Qu'en 
consequence, soit que tous suItIcz, soit que tous 
rejetiez mon aWs, je serai contente si tous Tetes, et si 
le public TOUS approuTe. Je n'ai pas la presomption 
de me croire la capacity qu*il faudroit pour bien con- 
seiller un homme tel que tous, qui a sa gloire k sou- 
tenir, et sur lequel tous les jeux Tont se fixer. Votre 
pr^Tention en ma faTeur ne peut aller jusqu'k me la 
supposer. Vous faites bien, neanmoins, dans la crise 
ou TOUS etes de ne negliger aucune precaution, d'ecou* 
ter tous les aTis. Le mien, en particulier, sans 6tre 
decisif, ne peut 6tre meprisable ; et les sentimens qui le 
dicteront doiTont sans doute lui donner quelque poids. 
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Le 25, a Paris. 

Ma lettre a ete interrompue trois joars pendant 
lesquels j'ai fait soixante et quatre lieues En arri- 
vant & Paris, j'ai trouve la votre a M. D'Alembert, 
qu'il avoit envoyee chez moi pour que 'je la lusse. 
J'avoue qu elle m'a surprise et afflig^e au dernier 
point. Quoi ! vous lui recommandez de la communi- 
quer, non seulement i vos amis de Paris, denomina- 
tion bien vague et bien ^tendue, mais k Monsieur de 
Voltaire, avec qui vous avez pen de liaison, et dont 
vous connoissez si bien les dispositions! Apr^ ce 
trait de passion — apr^s tout oe que vous avez dit et 
eorit — les reflexions que je vous commuuiquerois, 
les conseils que je pourrois vous donner, seroient 
inutiles. Vous etes trop confirme dans votre opinion 
— ^trop engage — trop soutenu dans votre colere pour 
m'ecouter. Pen s'en faut que je ne brule ce que j'ai 
dejk ecrit. 

Au reste, vous aurez ici un parti nombreux compose 
de tons oeux qui seront cbarmes de vous voir agir 
comme un homme ordinaire. Ce n'est pas un medi- 
ocre avantage, pour ceux qui ne pouvoient atteindre 
jusqu'k votre hauteur, de vous rapprocher tant soit 
pen de la leur. Pour moi, je suis p^netree de cette 
^venement : je n'ai pas la force d'ecrire rien de plus 
sur ce triste sujet, et je n'ajouterai que quelques lignes, 
parce que ma conscience et mon amitie m'y obligent. 
Si les choses sont telles que je me les figure, le trouble 
de Rousseau en accusant Mr Davenport, et en lisant 
votre lettre, n'est point la conviction d'une noirceur 
meditee. U natt d'un trait de lumi^re, qui lui aura 
fait entrevoir labtme ou son fol orgueil le precipite. 
II aura commence a douter de la realite de ses griefs. 
II en aura ete accable. Nous verrons quel eflbrt il 
fera pour se tirer de ce mauvais pas. 
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Autre article auquel je dois repondre. M. le 

Prince de Conti, h qui je n'ai pas montr^ votre lettre, 

parce qn'il est absent depnis dix jonrs, s'etoit charge 

de Tinformation cfaez M. de Rougemont. II I'a dif- 

I fere d'nn jonr a Tautre. Ensnite 11 a pass^ lui-niSme 

' chez ce banqnier, qui s'est trouv^ sorti. Le banquier, 

I Yoyant un tel nom, auroit du yenir sur le champ 

I demander quels ordres on avoit k lui donner. 11 

n*en a rien fait. Bref — ^tantot par une raison, tantot 

par une autre, ce que nous voulions savoir n'a pas 

ete S9U. 

Vous ne me. connoissez point quand yous imaginez 
que je puisse Vous aYoir cach^ le resultat des recherches 
que nous faisions de concert. Mais que pretendez- 
Yous tskire des nouYcUes informations dont yous chargez 
M. D'Olbach? Vous n'aYez pas dessein, apparemment, 
de rien ecrire centre ce malheureux homme qui soit 
etranger k Yotre cause. Vous ne serez pas son d^la- 
tenr apr^s avoir ^te son protecteur. De semblables 
examens doivent preceder les liaisons, et non pas 
suivre les ruptures. Au nom de ce que yous yous 
devez— an nom d'une amitie dont I'estime fut la base 
— ^prenez garde k ce que yous allez faire ! Que 
craindriez-YOus ? Ni Rousseau, ni personne ne pent 
vous nuire. Vous etes iuYulnerable, si yous ne yous 
blessez Yous-meme. 

J'ai fait prier Yotre ami Mr Smith de Yenir chez 
moi. II me quitte k I'instant. Je lui ai lu ma lettre. 
U apprehende, aussi bien que moi, que yous ne yous 
soyez trompe dans la chaleur d'un si juste ressenti- 
ment. ,11 yous prie de relire la lettre de Rousseau k 
Mr Conway. II ne nous parott pas qu'il refuse la 
pension, ni qu'il desire qu'elle soit publique. II de- 
mande qu'elle soit differ^ jusqu'a ce que la tranquillite 
de son ame,atterree par un violent chagrin, soit retablie. 
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et qa'il puisse se tirer tout entier k sa reconnoissance. 
Dans la mauvaise humeur ou il ^toit, yotre meprise, 
qu'il avoit era yolontaire, aura acheye de I'aigrir, et de 
lui renyerser la raison. 



11. 



QumMd by the proapeet of hia ponible retara— A house fn him In the 
Temple — Another near the Bob de Boulogne — Lord Holdemeai — Death and 
Character of the Prinoeae of Conti— lime, dn Deibnd — Mile, de Loxem- 
bouig— D'Alembert — Taigot. 



Sergit-il possible, en effet, que youa eussiez quelque 
leg^re id^ de reyenir en France ? En yerite, yous 
ne deyiez pas me la communiquer» k moins de youloir 
la realiser. Ce mot que yous m^en dites a renouyel6 
tons mes regrets, en me faisant conceyoir des espe- 
ranees. Yous me rendriez la plus heureuse personne 
du monde, si yous preniez eette resolution, et je me 
flatte que yous yous trouyerez heureux yous-m^me. II 
J a dans le Temple une maison fort jolie, que yous 
pourriez louer. Le jardin est s^pare de la maison par 
un mur, ou Ton ferait une porte. Nous nous yerrions 
k tons momens. Nous dinerons tons les jours ensemble. 
Yous serez seul ou en compagnie selon yotre yolont^. 
Lorsque yous auriez besoin de la compagnie, j'ai une 
maison cbarmante, k une lieue de Paris, ayee un grand 
jardin, entour^ du Bois de Boulogne. Je yous la pre- 
terois pour y 6tre en retraite, ou bien nous irions en- 
semble ayee pen de monde. My Lord Holdemess 
yient de I'habiter trois semaines, et en trouya Tair 
excellent et I'habitation agreable. Reflechissez, s'il 
yous plait, k ce plan que je yous propose. Je ne doute 
pas que yotre sante ne s'en trouye fort bien ; et si 
I'amitie que yous m'ayez t^moigne autrefois n^est pa£ 
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eteinte, elle doit achever de tous determiner. Je n'ai 
point encore entenda parler de monsieur yotre neveu. 
II aura toutes les recommandations que toub pouvez 
d^irer. C'est le Marshal et Comte de Broglio 
qui commando k Metz. 

Madame la Princesse de Conti est morte hier a 

quatre-yingt-deux ans. Depuis le mois de Septembre 

elle s'affoiblissoit beaucoup, mais sa t^te etoit saine, et 

son courage digne d'une petite-fille du grand Conde. 

Llmpossibilite de la conserrer plus loug-tems rend sa 

I perte moins sensible. Elle avoit eu beaucoup de 

* bontes pour moi dans mon enfance et dans ma jeu- 

nesse, et je lui ai rendu ce que je lui deyois dans ses 

demiers momens. 

Toutes les personnes que yous avez connues ici sont 

I en assez bonne sante. Mme. de Deffand est surpre- 

nante pour son age ; aussi yive, aussi animee qu'elle 

I etoit. La MUe. de Luxembourg a ete malade — elle 

I est un pen affoiblie. Mme. de Lauzun est toujours 

aimable et toujours vari^, mais peu heureuse par son 

mari. M. D'Alembert se porte a merveille, et MUe. de 

L'Espinasse k peu prds comme yous I'aYez Yue. Leur 

societe est sur le m&ne pied. II y Ya beaucoup de 

monde Yers les six heures du soir. M. Turgot n'a 

plus de goutte, mais il a d'autres ennemis, et beaucoup 

d'affaires dont je crains qu'il ne se tire pas bien. 

Les Yers, les satires, les estampes ridicules pleuYent 

de tous cotes sur lui» et sur ses amies plus particulij^res. 

Je ne les recueille pas, car j'ai des liaisons onereuses 

ayec lui, et je lui ycux du bien, quoique je le Yoie 

moins, par I'eloignement naturel que j'ai pour I'air 

de cour aupres des ministres — ce qui est d'autant plus 

facheux aupr^ de lui, qu'on a Fair de faire tous les 

frais — car il est d'un froid k glacer. J'ai yu M. de 

Trudaine ayant-hier. Je n'ai pu m'empecher de lui 
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faire part de la lueur d'esperance qui predomine dans 
Totre lettre. II a paru tres channe. II vous fait ses 
complimens. 

12. 



Her grief And incredulity on learning thai Hame has ehanged his traTslling 
arrangements— Not to be deceiTed by him again — Her son's marriage, and 
his prospects of domestic felicity —Allusions to her position with the Prince 
of Conti — Rnmoors of Roosseau and his prooeediogs — Allusion to the death 
of the Marquis of Tavistock. 



1 



Le 7 Janffier 

Vous pouyez conceyoir, en lisant ma derni^re lettre, 
combien celles que je yiens de receyoir de yous a du 
m^affliger et me surprendre. Quelque nouyelle qu'il 
en yint d'Angleterre, je ne pourrois me persuader que 
yous eussiez change de dessein sur yotre yoyage, 
apres Tengagement que yous ayiez fait ayec moi, et la 
joie que je yous en ayois marquee. Mais k pr^ent que 
j'ai la certitude de ce dont je m'obstinois k douter, 
je yous dirai librement que yous ayez raison de ne me 
pas marquer d'autre epoque, puisque quelque promesse 
que yous me puissiez faire, je n*y pourrois plus croire. 
Toute Ferreur yient de ce que je me suis imaginee, sans 
merite suffisant de ma part, et cons^uemment sans 
aucun droit, que Tamitie que je yous ayois inspiree etoit 
de cette espece rare, capable des plus grands efforts ; 
et de la je me flattois ayec quelque raison que, malgr^ 
les cbarmes du pays natal, et d'une yie tranquille, par- 
tagee entre Tetude et la societe, yous trouyeriez trois 
mois k me donner, et que yous me les donneriez ayec 
plaisir. Je ne m'etonne point de ce que cela n'est 
point ainsi, et je ne yous en fais pas un tort : s'il y en 
a, il est de mon cote, et il consiste a m'dtre trop con- 
fiee di des esperances flatteuses — ce qui est fort ordi- 
naire. 
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Mais comme meme en rSvassant beaucoup des idees 
que je m'etoifl faite, je ne puis pourtant douter que 
vous ne yous interessez a moi, je veux satisfaire 
votre curiosite, et vous instruire de ma situation. Men 
ffls est marid du dix de Decembre. II a epouse une 
femme charmante qu'il aime, et dent il est aime. lis 
ne sont point riches, mais ils peuvent vivre heureux 
avec ce qu'ils ont. Ma belle-fille me plait. Elle a 
des agremens d^ Tesprit pour moi. Mon fils paroit 
Faimer aussi. Je le crois honnete homme. II est 
ne heureux — ^tout lui renssit. Mais il n'a rien de 
satisfaisant pour Tamour propre. Tons les deux 
vivront avec moi pendant quatre ans. J'j suis en- 
gagee; et d'avantage, si celame platt, ils ne me quittent 
point, parce qu'ils ne me detournent en aucune ma- 
ni^re de la vie que j'aime a metier, et que vous vous 
obstinez. k regarder comme contrainte, quelqu'elSbrt 
que j'aie fait pour vous dissuader. 

Cette amitie k laquelle je me suis devouee est mon 
premier devoir, ma principale affaire, et mon plus 
grand plaisir. Detachee maintenant de tout ce qui 
pourroit en altdrer la douceur, je n'envisage point de 
bonheur sans elle, et loin de faire ceder les soins 
qu'elle exige k ceux de ma famille, ce sont ceux-lk 
qui ont la pr^f(^rence sur tons led autres. En un mot, 
il n'j a point de sacrifice legitime que je ne fusse dis- 
posee de faire a cette amiti^: et il n'j en a point qui, 
mis en comparaison, me coutassent assez pour les 
soutenir. A present, vous connoissez mon coeur, et 
vous pouvez conclure que les pretendus voeux que vous 
ferez pour ma liberte et pour mon bonheur — si vous 
en jugez par vos idees et non par les miennes, — se- 
roient de veritables imprecations, dont je souhaite que 
ma mort previenne Taccomplissement. 

Je n'ai plus aucun commerce avec Jean-Jacques 
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depuifl YOtre querelle. II a quitte Tasile qu'on lui 
a^oit donne» mais sans se brouiUer avec son protectenr. 
II est tonjonrs defiant, toujours singolier, et tonjonrs 
malheareux. II a ^poos^ Mile. le Vassenr — ^ponrqnoi 
k oette heure, et pourquoi pas plutot, je n'en S9aia rien. 
On dit qu'il ra en Angleterre. J*ai vn Fecrit dont 
Tous faites mention — je donte qu'il soit de lai. 

Le Duo de Bedford est done console — je n'auroia 
jamais era qu'on put VHxe d'une telle perte. 



IS. 



Santimentalim— The cspftbilitiet of her heart iiiiiw>«^ftM— Her eenetbUity 
anatomieed by herself—Her snlforiiigs — QenenJ referenoe to her podtion 
with the Prince of Conti. 

Le 2Q Mai 1769. 

Il me semble que ma demise lettre tous a fache 
un pen centre moi. C'est k tort: la riyacit^ que vous 
y avez cru Toir naissoit du sujet, et ne portoit point 
sur vous. Nous avions parl^ cent fois sur cechapitre, 
sans que je fisse parvenir k tous faire connoitre mes 
Teritables sentimens. J'ai tu qu'il etait necessaiie, 
pour n'y plus reyenir, de tous Y exprimer une fois de 
mani^re a ne tous laisser auoun doute. Vous n^aTCs 
jamais compris de quelle amitie men ccBur est capable. 
Vous croyez que je ne prise pas la liberte, autant 
que TOUS faites. Vous tous persuade z que je sacrifie 
la mienne. Vous tous trompez sur ces deux points. 
Je me suis degag^ de mille liens incommodes dont 
les autres s'embarrassent. Je ne connois de joug 
que celui de la raison. Mon inclination est parfaite- 
ment d'accord aTec tout ce que je &is ; et par le ren- 
Tersement d'une simple phrase, tous pouTez juger que 
TOUS n'avez aucun aTantage sur moi— car si tous ne 
faites rien que ce qui tous plaSt, de mon cote il n'y a 
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rien de ce que je fais qui ne me plaise. A la verity, 
m'^ant laissee gouyerner un tems par une passion 
violente, que des circonstances extraordinaires avoi* 
. ent allomee en moi, j'en ai perdu ma tianquiUite, j'en 
ai pense perdre la raison et la Tie. Le ressentiment 
de Tinjure que je croyois receyoir m'a soUicite yingt 
fois de rompre un attachement, qui ne rencontroit pas 
un retour egal ; mais, par bonheur, Tambition se trou- 
yait chez moi dans un sol tout-^fait etranger, et 
Famitie dans son propre territoire. Celle-ci Temporte, 
ou, si yous I'aimez mieux, la foiblesse qui a tout perdu 
m'a sauyee, en m'empechant de donner le scandale 
d'un attachement de yingt ans rompu par un motif 
dlnterdt. J'ai 6te long-tems malade. J'ai beaucoup 
souffert pour me yainore, mes seuls efforts n'en sent pas 
yenu k bout ; des circonstances que je ne puis yous 
detailler par lettre, j ont contribue. Tout ce que je 
puis yous dire, c'est que je suis guerie — que mon ame 
a passe par la foumaise— et qu'elle en est sortie moins 
imparfaite— qu'elle conserye le souyenir le plus tendre 
et le plus sensible des larmes que yotre compassion 
yous a fait yerser pour moi. J'ai peine k supporter 
la compassion, mais la yotre m'a ete honorable et 
ch^re. Reyenez me yoir. Je m^rite cela de yous. 
Yous le deyez aussi k Taccueil qu'on yous a fait en 
France — une yisite de quelques mois. 
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XXXIII. 

From the Bason D'Holbach. 

1. 

Compliments— Community of ideas which emboldened him to present a oopy 
of a work to Hnme— British liberty of the Piess^Messrs Dempster, 
Fordyce, &o. 

Paris^ the 23i of AuguA 1763. 

Sir, — I have received with the deepest sense of 
gratitude your very kind and obliging letter of the 8th 
inst. : favours of great men ought to give pride to 
those that have at least the merit of setting the value 
that is due upon them. This is my case with yoiu 
sir ; the reading of your valuable works has not only 
inspired me with the strongest admiration for year 
genius and amiable parts, but gave me the highest 
idea of your person, and the strongest desire of getting 
acquainted with one of the greatest philosophers of 
any age, and of the best friend to mankind. These 
sentiments have emboldened me to send formerly, 
though unknown to you, the work you are mentioning 
to me. I thought you were the best judge of such a 
performance, and I took only the liberty of giving a 
bint of my desires, in case it should meet with your 
approbation ; nor was I surprised, or presumed to be 
displeased, at seeing my wishes disappointed. The 
reasons appeared very obvious to me ; notwithstand- 
ing the British liberty, I conceived there were limits 
even to it. However, my late friend's book has ap- 
peared since, and there is even an edition of it lately 
done in England ; I believe it will be relished by the 
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firiends of truth, who like to see vulgar errors struck 
at the root. This has been your continued task, sir ; 
and you deserve for it the praises of all sincere well- 
wishers to humanity : give me leave to rank myself 
among them, and express to you, by this opportunity 
you have been so kind as to give me, the fervent de- 
sire we have to see you in this country ; Messrs 
Stuart, Dempster, Fordyce, who are so good as to 
favour me with their company, have given me some 
hopes of seeing you in this metropolis, where you 
have as many admirers as readers, and as many sin- 
cere friends as there are disciples of philosophy. I 
don't doubt but my good friend M. Helvetius will 
join in our wishes, and prevail upon you to come 
over. I assure you, sir, you won't perceive much the 
change of the country, for all countries are alike for 
people that have the same minds. 

I am, with the greatest veneration and esteem, sir, 
your most obedient and most humble servant, 

D'HOLBACH. 
Eue JUfoley buUe St Rocky d Paris. 



2. 



Thanks Hume for a letter — The yalne of his Friendship—Anxious for his 
return to Paris — Hopes he will- continue his History — Sends a Bill en- 
dorsed to Mr Dalaney — ^Rousseau and Hume's kindness to him — Suspicion 
of Rousseau — His quarrel with Diderot, and with Grimm— His ingratitude 
—Subscription to the Enoydopidie — Boulanger's AntiquiU DevoU^ 
— Madame Geofflrin going to Poland to Tisit King Stanislaus — The 
Empress of Russia's Present of Furs — Mr Suard's Marriage — Compliments, 

PariSy 16th of March 1766. 

I RECEIVED, my very dear sir, with the greatest 
sense of gratitude and pleasure, your friendly letter of 
the 6th inst. I am very proud, I must own, of being 
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remembered by a great man, whose friendship, at 
least, I know to yalue as it deserves. All oar friends 
are sorry, as I am, at the micertainty of your return 
to this place, where, notwithstanding our defects, 
people know to render justice to merit, parts, and 
probity. However, dear sir, we cannot give over the 
hopes of seeing you once (nore settled, or at least 
spend some part of your time among men that have 
for you the sentiments you are entitled to ; but we 
are afraid at the opposition your British friends vrill 
undoubtedly put to that favourable resolution. I am 
too much a well-wisher to mankind not to join vrith 
those that endeavour to prevail on you to continue 
your History; but in case that task should be unpleas- 
ing or liable to bad consequences, your stock is 
plentiful enough to oblige the world some other vmy, 
more agreeable to you, and more useful to the human 
species in general. According to your direction, I 
have sent your bill indorsed to Mr Dklaney : in return 
he gave me the discharge here inclosed. Whenever 
you think fit to give me your commissions about an 
apartment, be sure, my dear sir, I shall endeavour to 
fhlfil your desire with pleasure and punctuality. I 
cannot help applauding your refusal of the offer made 
to you from a certain quarter ; you know too much 
how to value liberty not to give it up upon any 
account. 

I am very glad to hear that you have not occasion 
to repent of the kindness you have shown to M. 
Rousseau. I, in particular, never had any reason to 
complain of his conduct ; I wish some friends, whom 
I value very much, had no more reasons to complain 
of his un&ir proceedings, printed imputations, ungrate- 
fulness, &C. Immediately after his departure from this 
place, there was a report spread that M. Diderot had 
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in vain endeavoured to see M. Roussean, on purpose 
to have an explanation ; but that the latter boasted of 
haying flatly denied the request of the former. Be- 
sides, M. Rousseau, instead of falsely accusing M . 
Grimm, or suffering him to be accused, of ingratitude, 
should remember the many services he has received at 
his hands, and that he has authentic proofs of his own 
ingratitude. The best for him v^ill be, to forget en- 
tirely, or to let alone, people that don't deserve any 
bad treatment, as Rousseau himself v^ill be convinced, 
if he consults his conscience. For my part, I wish 
heartily he may find, in your country, that repose 
his imagination and the sourness of his temper have 
deprived him of hitherto. 

I beg my most sincere compliments to all our 
common friends and acquaintances in London, and 
especially to General Clerck and to Messrs Stewart. 
By a letter v\rrote to the Chevalier de Chatelux, I 
perceive that Mr John Stewart has a notion that he 
gave me his subscription for the EncychpMie ; but I 
have it not, and think that Mr Stewart told me in 
London that he left it with Hochereau the book- 
seller, Quai de Conti. I am surprised that man has 
not sent to London all the copies of that book, which 
is easily got any where but in Paris. 

We have no news in the republic of letters. The 
Dutch have sent, very likely, to England, some copies 
of Boulanger's Antiquite DhoUSe, in 3 vols., which 
you have read in manuscript. M. and Mme. Helve- 
tius, Abb^ Morellet, MM. Diderot and Grimm, 
D'Alembert and Suard, desire their best compliments 
to you. We are told that Mme. Geoffrin is going 
to Poland to make a visit to her royal friend there ; 
she has received from the Empress of Russia very 
valuable furs ; however, I don't know whether this 
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will tempt her to go any further than Warschaw. M. 
Suard has indeed ventured into wedlock. M. Grimm 
pays his most sincere thanks for the piece of service 
you did about Rousseaus manuscript. My wife, 
that has enjoyed but an indifferent health during the 
severe winter, desires her compliments to you. 

I am, very dear sir, your most affectionate humble 
servant. 



3. 



The fint bant of the Roasseau quarrel — His pain on seeing Hnme InTolyed 
in 8uoh a matter — Responeible to the human raee — Expected to be con- 
tinuing his History, instead of pamphleteering — The advice of his fHends in 
Paris that he should keep the peace — Folly and danger of a literary wur — 
]>oes not require to rindieate himself— Can afford to be treated with ingra- 
titude — M. Rougemont and the Mar^ohal de Luxembouig. 

AParis^k7Jmaet. 

Monsieur, — J'ai re^u avec peine vos deux lettres 
du 27 de Juin et du premier de ce mois. Je con9oi8 
facilement que votre ame, tranquille et remplie de 
droiture, k du dtre vivement troublee par Tassaut im- 
preyue qu'elle vient de recevoir. Un homme comme 
Tous n'est point accoutum^ a des tracasseries. EUes 
sent indignes d'un philosophe, et ne conviennent qu'a 
ces esprits retrecis qui ont besoin de petits mouve- 
ments pour annoncer leur existence. II n'en est pas 
de meme du respectable David Hume: il est comptable 
de sou temps au genre humain. L'Europe attend de 
lui la continuation d'une histoi re qu'elle admire, et non 
des pamphlets et des brochures destinees k chatier dea 
ingrats que Ton ne corrige jamais. Un grand homme 
— auroit-il jamais fini, s'il vouloit relever toutes les 
injustices qu'on lui fait? Maintenant que les pre- 
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miers mouyemens de voire indignation sont peut-etre 
calmes, yoos penserez sansdoute comme moi, et comme 
toTisceux de yob amis k qui j'ai fait part de votre 
situation : nous jugeons qu'une guerre litteraire, dont 
YouB ne prevoyez point la fin et les desagremens, ne 
conyient aucunement k un sage, fait pour ^lairer le 
monde, et non pour I'amuser par de futiles querelles. II 
est beau de fuir des ingrats, et de mepriser Tingrati- 
tude. Vous ne deyez point rougir d'ayoir ete la dupe 
de yotre bon coeur. Le public juge communement tres 
mal des querelles dont on le rend I'arbitre ; laissez les 
ecrits polemiques k ceux qui ne s^ayent point employer 
mieux leur terns. Vous yojez done, mon tres honore 
philosophe, que les ayis de yos amis Farisiens sont 
pour que yous consenriez le repos et le tems — deux 
biens tres pr^ieux pour des bommes tels que yous. 
C'est un conseil que quelques-uns d'entre eux ont suiyi 
pour eux-memes : attaques, noircis, d^nonc^s au pu- 
blic par celui dont yous yous plaignez aujourd'hui, ils 
n'ont repondu, sans perdre par cela rien de I'estime des 
personnes ^^lairees, et non pr^venues — ^les seuls juges 
dont un galant bomme desire les suffrages. Vous 
ayez trayaille a procurer une pension k M. Rousseau. 
II 7 consentoit, dites-yous : eb bien ! yous ayez agi 
comme un tres bon ami. M. Rousseau a change d ayis, 
et ne yeut plus de cette pension — il faut y consentir : 
il yous insulte et yous outrage — il est grand de se 
mettre audessus de ces choses. S'il est quelqu'un dans 
le monde aupres de qui yous ayez k yous justifier, ce 
sont les personnes que yous ayez employes pour obtenir 
cette pension : quand elles seront eclairees sur yotre 
conduite, le public doit gtre parfaitement content. Tel 
est Tayis unanime de tons yos amis en ce pays; tel 
sera surement le yotre quand la serenite sera rentr^e 
dans yotre ame. H^las ! quand yous flatterez-yous de 

s 
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Vj voir retablie? Si vous commenciez nne fois a 
guerroyer, nne brochnre en ameneroit nne autre, et 
Tons n'auriez jamais fini. An bont de deux ans, peut- 
etre, la paix ne seroit pas faite, et k beauconp de cha- 
grins vous joindriez celui d'avoir perdu votre terns. 

Un ami de M. Rougemont a S9U de lui qu'un 
nommd La Roche, valet-de-chambre de M. le Mar^ 
chal de Luxembourg, lui avoit remis, k trois on quatre 
remises k pen pres, la somme dont on vous a parle, et 
nomm^ment 10,000/. en une fois. Cette somme a ete 
remise a M . Rousseau dans le tems qn'il etoit k Mo- 
tiers Travers.* Voilk tout ce que mes amis ont pu 
decouvrir sur cette affaire, qui n'est point fedte pour 
vous interesser — si vous suivez le conseil que je prens 
la liberie de vous donner, et que vous auriez pris de 
vous-meme, si votre ame eut et^ dans une position 
plas tranquille. 

Adieu, mon tr^s cher monsieur. Souvenez-vous que 
vous ^tes David Hume ; que votre nom est connu et 
respects ; et qu il ne depend de personne de nuire k 
votre reputation. Si, malgre notre avis, vous publiez 
quelque chose, adressez le " a M. Suard, an bureau de 
la Gazette de France," et presorivez-nous Fnsage que 
nous devons en faire. Je pars pour Vord, afin de faire 
compagnie a notre ami, qui est vivement tourmente 
de la goutte. J'y resterai quinze jours, et j'y recevrai 
d'ici vos lettres, si vous daignez m'en ecrire. J'ai 
Thonneur d'etre, avec les sentimens de veneration qui 
vous sont dus, monsieur, votre tr^ humble et tres 
obeissant serviteur. 

* The Editor ought to have noticed, in his Life o/Hume, the partial 
light thrown by this passage on the object of the information desired 
from Rougemont about Rousseau. The passage in Holbach's letter 
had escaped his recollection when examining this matter. See Life of 
Hum€y ii. 330. 
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4. 

More oondolenoes on the Rouaeeau qnanrel— No one heeitateB (o take Hume's 
part — D'AIembert — Eoaaseaii most take refage under the plea of inBanity — 
Hume etill does well to keep silence — Beseeches him to resume his equa- 
nimity— The death of Sir James Macdonald—HelTetius— General Clark— 
Garrick. 

Parisy le 18 d^A<^ty 1766. 

J'ai re^u, moii tr^s cher monsieur, avec un tres grand 
plaisir, la lettre que vous m'avez fait I'honneur de 
m'ecrire le 6 de ce mois. J'ai laiss^ a Vore des amis 
fort sarpris et touches de Totre desagr^able aventure 
avec Rousseau : elle a fait en ce pays-ci un tr^s grand 
^lat; maisje ne connois personne qui ait balance un 
instant entre vous et cet ingrat. S'il lui reste quelques 
partisans a Paris, ce ne peut-etre que parmi des opi- 
niatres sur qui la raison ne pent rien, ou que leur 
enthousiasme empeche de se rendre a Teyidence. M. 
D'AIembert m'a communique vos lettres. Elles ont 
yerifie une prediction que j'avois faite a quelques uns 
de mes amis, que Rousseau f eroit le fou pour se tirer 
de cette affaire ; c etoit, en effet, la seule porte pour 
en sortir. II S9ait bien que Ton a pitie des fous, 
et que Ton pardonne a ceux qui sont mechants par 
necessite. J'apprens qu'il a ^crit une lettre a son 
libraire, Guy ; je ne S9ai celle qu'elle contient, vu qu'il 
lui defend de la communiquer a personne, sinon a 
quelques amis qu'il lui designe ; cependant, on assure 
qu'il n'entreprend point de sejustifier. An reste, mon 
tres cher monsieur, je crois que vous prenez le bon 
parti en gardant le silence ; il faut y persister jusqu'a 
ce que votre adversaire vous force de le rompre, ce 
qui pourra bien arriver, vii que ce seroit un miracle 
s'il se tenoit tranquille. Alors une exposition simple 
des faits, jointe aux preuves authentiques que vous 
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avez en main, suffira pour vous faire triompher, et pour 
couvrir d'infamie Tingrat qui ne vous oppose que des 
80up9on3 insenses. Nos amis commuus sont, aiasi 
que moi, tres faches des rudes epreuves que voire bon 
coBur vient d'eprouver ; il n est personne qui ne vous 
rende justice, et je ne pense point qu'il y ait un soul 
homme a Paris qui ose Clever la voix en faveur d*un 
visionnaire qui a si indignement outrage Tamitie bien- 
faisante : douter, comme il fait, que votre bienfaisance 
soit naturelle, c'est prouver evidemment qu'il ignore 
cette heureuse disposition. Ainsi, je vous le repute, 
mon tres cher monsieur, que votre ame reprenne sa 
serenite accoutumee ; oubliez, s'il se pent, celui qui Fa 
troubl^e ; et soyez sur que votre conduite a les suf- 
frages unanimes de tons les honnetes gens qui out 
entendu parler de cette affaire. 

Je suis tres vivement touche de la perte de M. le 
Ch^ McDonald, que Ton dit mort k Rome d'un aneu- 
risme au ccBur. II est bien facheux que le destin 
semble envier k la terre un merite si precieux et si 
distingue. 

*^ Dotes dum numeral, credidit esse senem." 

Recevez les compliments sinceres de tons mes amis et 
de ma femme. Nous ne pouvons consentir k renoncer 
a Tesperance flatteuse de vous revoir en ce pays, qui 
merite quelque affection de votre part par la justice 
qu'il vous rend. Vous connoissez en particulier les 
sentiments sinceres que vous a voues pour toujours, 
mon tres cher monsieur, votre tr^ humble et tres 
obeissant serviteur, D'H. 

M. Helvetius est quitte de sa goutte, et vous fait 
mille compliments. Je vous prie de faire les miens a 
Monsieur Stuart, k M. le General Clerck, ou chez 
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M. Garrick. Vous avez vu sans doute le P^re Frisi, 
qui est digne de votre amitie. Voltaire parle, dit-on, 
de se retirer k Wesel. 



The Roosiean qnarrel again — Notwithstanding all his counsels to keep silence, 
finds himself forced, with the others, to recommend a different course — 
Reasons in Ronssean's proceedings why Hnme mast vindicate himself — 
Method to be adopted — Saard to undertake the publication. 

Eue Bcyale, huUe St Roch, lelerde Ihre 1766. 

Vous aurez vu, mon tr^s cher monsieur, par ma 
derni^re, que je persistois toujours 4 croire que vous 
ne deviez point .vous engager dans une guerre ouverte 
avec Rousseau ; mais, ainsi que vos amis d'ici, je me 
vois force de changer d'avis. Quelques personnes qui 
ont lu la lettre que votre ingrat a ecrite au libraire 
Guy, assurent qu'elle vous est injurieuse, qu elle 
contient uu defi centre vous — en un mot, qu'elle est 
ecrite de mani^re k faire une impression defavorable 
sur Fesprit de bien des gens, qui ne voient les choses 
que tr^ superficiellement. Cela pose, je trouve que 
la plupart de ceux qui s'interessent a vous, monsieur, 
pensent que vous ne.pourrez gu^re vous dispenser de 
publier une justification. Elle devient necessaire, vu 
le grand uombre de partisans et meme de fanatiques 
que votre adversaire a dans toute FEurope et surtout 
ici ; on assure qu'ils pretendent dejk se pr^valoir de 
votre silence, et qu'ils disent qu'il est etrange d'in- 
tenter des accusations si graves centre quelqu'un sans 
les justifier. Ainsi je me vois oblige k me departir k 
la fin de mes conseils pacifiques. Je persiste nean- 
moins k vous conseiller une moderation qui est deja 
dans votre caractere, et dont je crois votre adversaire 
incapable. II ne s'agit que d'une exposition simple 
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des £»its et des preuves : il est bien difficile que lee 
sophismes et les tirades d'eloqaence parviennent a 
obscurcir la v^rite toute nue et exposee sans passion. 
Au reste, c'est I'avis de M. D'Alembert, qui compte 
voas ^crire sur le meme ton. Les auteurs de la Gazette 
Litt^raire s'offrent d'etre vos interpr^tes pour ce pays ; 
vous S9avez que vous ne pouyez tomber en de roeil- 
leures mains. M. Suard m'apprend que des personnes 
de ses amis re^oivent une quantite de lettres de Ge- 
neye et de la Suisse, par lesquelles on yous accuse, 
ou bien Ton exige k grands oris votre justification. 
Vous voyez que ces circonstances sont de nature k 
Tous obliger d'entrer en lice, et de renoncer pour 
quelques terns k votre securite philosophique. D'ail- 
leurs on pretend que Rousseau prepare des m^moires 
de sa vie, dans lesquels il est craindre qu'il ne repre- 
sente ses bienfaiteurs — c'est-a-dire, ses ennemis — sur 
les traits que lui suggerent sa mechante ame et son 
imagination atrabilaire. II est important de le pre- 
yenir ; et yous sentez, qu' apres sa mort, ou meme 
aprte ayoir fait son impression sur le public, il seroit 
trop tard, ou du moins tres difficile, d'y porter da 
rem^e. 

Je suis bien f&che d'etre ainsi force de yous pousser 
k une d-marche dont yous 89ayez que j'etois ci-deyant 
fort eloigne ; mais il faut ceder k la necessite. Les 
partisans de Rousseau sont nombreux. II a pour lui 
la foule de ceux qui se laissent eblouir par de belles 
declamations, dont il est paryenue k se faire des en- 
thousiastes. Pour yous, mon tr6s cher monsieur — yous 
aurez pour yous les amis de la y^rite, qui est feite 
pour triompher de la mauyaise foi et du prejuge. 

Receyez les compliments d'une soci^te qui vous 
aime, vous estime, et vous honore, comme vous le 
m^ritez. Vous connoissez les sentiments sinceres que 
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Tous a Youes pour toujours, monsieur, Totre tr^s 
humble et tr^ obeissant serviteur. 

P. S. — Malgre ce que vous dites du grand nombre 
des partisans de Rousseau, sojez pourtant persuade, 
que tous ceux qui ont yu yos lettres ici sont entiere- 
ment desabus^s sur son compte. 



XXXIV. 

From Robert Wood.* 



Regrets for not meeting Roossean— Literary Dictators— Andrew Millar— 
The Ministry. 

Cleveland Row, 2XHh Aug. 1762. 

My DEAR Sir, — I am greatly disappointed at Rous- 
seau's not being here. I should haYe been extremely 
happy in showing him eYery mark of attention in my 
power, upon your account, upon his, and indeed upon 
my own, for I admire him, and take your recommen- 
dation as a particular compliment. Whether our 
great folks would think with you and me about him 
I can't answer for, unless you put Andrew Millar in 
that number, who still continues to be the only dic- 
tator of letters that I know — I fear that you know. 
Apropos to Millar : shan't we see you next winter 
with a pair of quartos ? You must make haste to 
put them into the funds, for scrip rises fast. Ramsay 

* Author of ** Ruins of Palmyra," and ** Ruins of Balbec,'' and for 
some time an Under Secretary of State. 
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and little Hall talk of nothing else but their paper 
riches. We consider every shilling we put in as 
eighteenpence the moment it goes to the Alley. As I 
don't doubt but you will yourself be a considerable 
gainer by this paper credit, I hope, when you come to 
that period, you'll gratefully do proper justice to the 
administration which gave rise to it. We must leave 
it to future Humes to give us the honour of improving 
it, unless you'll write the history of your own times. 
Mrs Wood begs her compliments. — I am, with per- 
fect truth and regard, my dear sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, 

RoBT. Wood. 

2. 

Mftdame de Boufflen — Roawean and the quarrel. 

Paris^ 24M June 1767. 

Dear Sir, — I must flatter your vanity (which I 
hope your philosophy has not got the better of) by 
telling you how kindly Madame Boufflers inquired 
after you. As she desires to be acquainted with Mrs 
Wood, I shall be a very harmless rival, but I shall 
not give up to you in respectful admiration. She 
tells me that Rousseau has been foolish enough to 
appear at Meudon. You have done him more harm 
by being his friend than all his enemies here could. 
I am enjoying the most agreeable retreat here, where, 
if you have commands, I shall be glad to receive 
them. Mrs Wood begs her compliments. — I am, with 
respect and truth, your obedient humble servant. 

P. S. — You can't conceive how much you are put 
in the right, and Rousseau in the wrong, by every 
creature here. 
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XXXV. 

From Marshal Conway. 



Thanks for his attention — Reflections on the proceedings of the French 
Cleigy, and what they might haye occasioned in other times — The Canada 
Negotiation. 

LandoHy 20th Sq4. 1765. 

Sir, — Though I have, in my public despatch of this 
date, acknowledged the receipt of your several private 
as well as public letters, I can't help employing a short 
moment that remains, to return you many thanks for 
those particular and obliging marks of your personal 
attention. 

I shall be curious, both in a public and private 
light, as matter of great expectation, to know what 
may be the effect of so strong a proceeding in the 
French clergy as their late act, which, whatever effect 
it may now have, would, under similar circumstances, 
in times of more religious warmth, probably have set 
that nation in a flame. — I am, sir, with great truth, 
your most obedient and humble servant, 

H. S. Conway. 

P. S. — I need not, I am sure, tell you in how many 
lights, both national and personal, I am interested in 
the success of your Canada negotiation, which my 
brother has equally at heart with myself; and as I 
have heard M. de Choiseul has been almost deter- 
mined to agree with us upon it, I have great hopes of 
your success, which, being now in your hands, would 
do you the greatest honour and credit, as well as con- 
tribute much to ours. 
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Affeotionate inqairiei about Home's health — Notiees of common friends. 

Park Place^ XOth June 1776. 

Dear Sir, — From the moment you left us, I have 
felt great anxiety to hear some news of you; and 
neither Lady Ailesbury nor I can rest satisfied with- 
out knowing what effect the bath has had upon you. 
You will, therefore, do us both a singular favour in 
letting us have a line. I will not suppose your state 
of health is such as to make that troublesome, at least 
hurtful; but should it be either in any degree, or 
inconsistent with the strict rules of the regimen and 
place you are in, I beg you will do it by some other 
hand. 

I did not know, till I called at your door the very 
morning you left town, that your departure was to be 
so very instantaneous ; and was much disappointed 
in finding you gone. 

You will not expect any news from hence out of 
the verge of our own small circle. Our neighbours. 
Sir Charles Montague and Lady Grandison, are going 
immediately to Cheltenham with Lord and Lady 
Villiers, that he may drink the waters for a fortnight ; 
rather too volatile a scheme, in my opinion, to be of 
much effect. So it's to be hoped he does not much 
want it. You have no doubt heard of the unfortunate 
condition of our friend, poor Mrs Hodges : the phy- 
sicians say they have little doubt of her recovery ; in 
the mean time, the appearances are as unpleasant as 
possible. She remains at Brompton — and probably 
must for some time longer — separate from her friends, 
which adds greatly to their distress. Mr Hodges is 
just at present at Bolney. 



SIR JOHN PRINGLE. 267 

I think, by the late Quebec news, it looks as if our 
friends the Americans did not think their cause worth 
fighting for ; if so, we shall at last have peace on easy 
terms, and they must take the consequences. 

Adieu, dear sir. I did not mean to trouble you 
with politics, so shall conclude ; assuring you that our 
kindest wishes attend you, and that you will make us 
very happy by a good account of yourself; I can't 
say how much more so still, by letting us enjoy a 
little of your company here when your health and 
leisure permit. — I am, with the greatest esteem, your 
most faithful and obedient serrant. 



XXXVI. 

From Sir John Pringle. 



Tluuik£ him for a criticism on Fingal — Does not agree in the ascribed anti- 
quity of the Poem — Reaeona— HIb own opinion on its date and origin — 
Secretaryship of Legation in France— Irish Secretaryship. 

London^ M August 1766. 

Dear Sir, — I thank you for your ingenious criti- 
cism on Fingal ; but it was not satisfactory. I do 
not think it probable that any Scottish bard, about 
the age of chivalry, would endeavour to sink his own 
name in order the better to preserve his poems ; or 
that he could improve so far upon his contemporaries, 
as to make his works pass for those of an author who 
had lived so many hundred years before ; or, though 
he had, by having been abroad, entered into the spirit 
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of chivalry himself, he could likewise make his bar- 
barous countrymen relish such refinements of senti- 
ments and manners. I shall add, that I do not even 
acknowledge those sentiments and manners in Ossian's 
Poems to be the same with those we read in the old 
romances (so far at least aa I can judge of them from 
what I have read of them in Don Quixote, for I never 
saw the originals.) There are no giants, no enchant- 
ments, no Christians and Moors, no castles, no sub- 
liminated love for ladies, but politeness to them, some 
fidelity, and a good deal of the sensuality joined. I 
believe you were right at first, when you found that 
Carcuil was Caracalla, and that the Son of the King 
of the World was the son of the then Roman emperor. 
I must, in short, believe that they were either all or 
in part the production of a poet who lived before 
Constantine, or that most of them have been cooked 
up in our own time, notwithstanding all the Highland 
evidence to the contrary. If they could be preserved 
in memory from the age of chivalry, I do not see any 
great .difficulty in supposing they might have been 
handed down in the same manner for some hundred 
years more : ce rCest que le premier pas qui couie. 
That is, if we have now twenty of those poems, which 
were wrote seven hundred years ago, I think we might 
have the same number out of perhaps fifty or sixty 
that were composed in the third century. 

I take this occasion to wish you joy for the promo- 
tion you have had since I wrote to you last — I mean 
upon your being appointed secretary to the embassy ; 
though, as I understand, you are now superseded. 
But, as I fiatter myself that cannot be done without 
providing for you in a still better manner, my congra- 
tulations will not be misplaced. At first it was said 
here that you were to be made secretary to the new 
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i Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland; but, upon inquiry further, 

I was told that this could not be, because the Irish 
do not love the Scots. I could not help answering 
with some indignation, — If their liking is to be con- 
sidered, why do you fill any place in that country 
with an Englishman? I am afraid, however pro- 
fitable the change you are to make will be to you, 
it will not at first go well down, considering the 
agreeable situation you are in at present. But 
Providence intends that you should not have too 
much enjoyment, but to change the scene, and thereby 
give you farther opportunities of seeing mankind, 
and knowing more of the esprit humain. You are at 
present in Circe's enchanted island, which was not 
thought by the gods a proper habitation for Ulysses. 
By the change you make, your friends here will have 
the pleasure of seeing you. I believe if that pleasure' 
entitles any one to the denomination of your friend, 
that I have great pretensions to that honour. 

I am unfeignedly, dear sir, your most afi^ectionate. 
and obedient humble servant, 

John Pringle. 

2. 

Thanks for his care of his Houbo — Comments on the rage of the westerly 

winds. 

Lonchn, 22d October 1773. 

By your obliging letter of the 12th, I find you still 
continuing your kindness in taking charge of my 
house. I have not thought of it almost since I left 
Edinburgh, much less to decide about the marbles for 
the chimneys ; but I shall soon do that, and likewise 
write to Sir John Hall about his part. I much ap- 
prove of your judgment in hanging the door ; for 1 
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think we cannot take too many precautions against 
the rage of our westerly winds, which are far- from 
being those gentle zephyrs of the lying poets. Indeed 
Homer, to do him justice, represents them always as 
the most boisterous ; insomuch that I should not 
wonder if some of our Scotch critics should make 
him a native of Caledonia, instead of Ionia, or any 
other part of the Lesser Asia, or of Greece. For this 
remark about the boisterous nature of zephyrs I was 
indebted to our deceased amiable friend Mr Wood. 



StrioiarM on Bei^JAinin FnnkUn's «ondnet regwding the Anerieaii Wk 
Blames him for too great eloeeness on the snbjeot — His experience of 
Franklin's oondnot — Differs with Hame on the position and prospects of 
the American Colonies. 

London, 2Qth March 1774. 

Dear Sib — With regard to your questions concern- 
ing a common friend, I need say nothing about that 
grand affair, more than what I found Mr Strahan 
wrote to the Principal on that subject, and which 
letter, I dare to say, was communicated to you. I think 
your notion of his being naturally of a factious dispo- 
sition unjust ; but I do not dispute his being carried . 
by zeal for his country, and for the better senring 
those who employed him, to do things which cannot 
be easily justified. You'll wonder when I tell yon, 
that from the beginning to the end of that unlucky 
transaction, nor to this day, he has never once opened 
his mouth to me on the subject. Nor I otherwise 
to him, than (upon seeing a yirulent publication 
against him) by writing two lines to him, telling him 
it behoved him to answer ; and that I believed the 
best way was to give a full and candid 
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. .* of eyery thing relating to the part he had 
. . . compelled by his doty in those aflfairs. He 
. . . by one line, promising to do so: but 
nothing has yet appeared. One great fault in his 
prudential . . . seems to hare been too great a 
closeness; for . . . he could have advised with 
no mortal of common sense and common delicacy, 
but who must have dissuaded him from ayailing 
himself in that nianner of a private correspondence 
between two friends, much less transmitting of those 
letters. On the other hand, I must do him the justice 
to say, that as long as there was any prospect (at 
least in his eyes) of accommodation, he laboured to 
bring it about ; and that if his advice had been taken, 
all this mischief would have been prevented, and 
England and her colonies had been again on the 
best terms possible. I always thought you were in 
the wrong when you supposed these colonies waited 
only a pretext to shake off their subjection to their 
mother country : I am persuaded they never would 
have entertained such a thought, unless provoked to 
it by such measures as, I apprehend, are carrying on 
against them. You may whip your son when a boy 
and naughty: he cannot resist, and otherwise soon 
forgets ; but, when he grows up to manhood, and can 
do for himself, it is not the rod, but gopd words and 
kind treatment, that will make him respect you. But 
I seldom or never speak now on these subjects, as I 
have eyery body here against me. I can witness for 
our friend, that, for the first seven years he was 
amongst us, I never heard a w6rd intimating any 
thing else than a perfect satisfaction in the happiness 
the colonies enjoyed in the state they were in. 

* Blanks caused by a piece being torn off the margin. 
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And this sentiment continued with him and them 
until the unlucky act of Mr Grenville. 



Qaestion m to whether the title of Honourable •r Right Hononrable be due 
to the Chief Baron of the Scottish Exchequer — Qaestion arising in the list 
of members of Royal Soeiety — Had to apply to the King, who likes saoh 
inqnlries, and decided that, where the case was donbtftil, it was best to 
giye the highest title. 

Londany *Ith April 1774. 

Dear Sir, — I hope your worthy neighbour the 
Chief Baron is fully recovered. Perhaps it may amuse 
him, by telling him how much I was lately puzzled 
about bis honours. As the lists of the Royal Society 
(of which he is a member) have been very faulty for 
some years past in regard to designations and titles, 
we undertook to mend that inaccuracy for the present 
year, and agreed to omit all titles of officers that were 
not in some sort literary. . Your friend, therefore, lost 
his Chief Baronship ; but observing that he had stood 
only Robert Ord, Esq., I wanted to prefix, what I was 
certain belonged to him, viz., either honourable or 
right honourahle ; but, not knowing which, I had 
recourse to several persons about the court, who I 
imagined were the best heralds, but without receiving 
any satisfaction. I then applied to the clerks of the 
Treasury, who knew as little of the matter. The 
President of the Council said, he believed honourahle 
was all that was due, as the Lord Chief Baron was 
not a privy-councillor ; but he could not be sure. As 
the dernier ressorty I applied to the fountain of honours 
(who I had observed on former occasions did not dis- 
like being consulted on such subjects.) He was not 
less sceptical than the rest, but inclined rather to 
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think that simply hoilourable was all that could be 
claimed, till I suggested that the Chief Baron was on 
the same footing of rank with the President of the 
Court of Session, only yielding the pas, and that he 
certainly was of a superior "dignity to the King's 
Advocate; and yet that those two assumed, and I 
believed with justice, right honourable before their 
names as privy-councillors for Scotland before the 
Union ; at least I said I was sure the latter was. 
" That,*' answered his Majesty, " is pretty strong on 
the other side of the question ; and, upon the whole, 
I would have you decide as I usually do in cases of 
doubt in such matters — ^that is, to give always the 
highest title." After this decision I called for the 
proof-sheet, and wrote " the Right Honourable Robert 
Ord ;" and because I gave that appellation to your 
friend, I found myself obliged to give the same to the 
English Chief Baron, who is likewise a member of our 
society. On this occasion the King inquired gra- 
ciously after his Lordship's health, and with pleasure 
heard my account of his being much better, and of 
character and popularity in our country, though I 
found neither one nor the other were new to him. 
He then asked about his house ; to which I answered 
there were few such houses in London, and that none 
had such a prospect in Great Britain. 
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XXXVII. 

From the President de Brosses. 



His familitt eonMpondenoe intomipted by the public busineas of fthfi Pariiar 
ment— His work on Egypt— Woald have openly acknowledged his obli^pi^ 
tions to the N&tanl History of Religion, but afraid — Complimente on Hume 
M an historiah— Superiority to Tacitus — Copies of his book for Hume and . 
Lord Chesterfield. 

Dijony 17 Janvier 177*. 

Ne m*imputez pas, monsiear, d etre depuis qninze 
jours et plus eu retard de r^pondre k la lettre, aassi 
obligeante qu'agreable, dont vous m'avez honor^. M. 
Turgot aura pu vous dire pour ma satisfaction com- 
ment toute liberte de m'occuper dr ce qui me feroit 
plaisir, m'est otee par les assemblees perp^tuelles da 
Parlement, et par les memoires que je suis charge de 
dresser sur Fetat des affaires publiques de la nation. 

Je reviens k vous, au premier moment oil cela m'est 
possible, avec tons- les sentimens de reconnoissance 
que je dois aux choses flatteuses que tous avez la com- 
plaisance de me dire sur ce petit ouvrage de I'Egjp- 
tianisme. S'il contient quelque chose de bon, vous 
savez a qui en appartient la gloire. J'ai eu rattention 
de la rendre tout haut k qui elle est due, quoique j'aie 
^te retenu par les circonstances de citer explicitement 
Totre Histoire Naturelle de la Religion — ^mon livre 
ajant paru dans un moment ou the people of the bigote 
and the makebates s'efforcent k Toccasion de Fouyrage 
de votre ami Helv^tius de mettre tous les esprits 
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en fermentation sur ces questions delicates. J avois 
deja anssi de me defendre k TAcademie centre certains 
adorateurs des Sphinx, qui trouvoient fort mauvais 
qu'on ne respectat pas, jusque dans ses sottises, I'anti- 
quite (que j'admire autant qu'eux, en ce qu'elle a reelle- 
ment d admirable), qu'onvoulut soutenir que la sublime 
metaphjsique n'est pas de tons les temps ni dans 
totttes les fetes, et, surtout, qu'on s'avisat de dire que 
les magnifiques explications qu'ils avoient si ing^ 
nieusement donnees d'une chose puerile et grossi^re, 
n'etaient au fond qu'un franc galimatias. Les faits 
parlaient plus haut que moi centre eux. Ce qui a ei6 
cause, que je les ai entasses, beaucoup trop, sans 
doute, dans le petit espace ou je voulais renfermer ce 
livret, Je vous demande excuse de Tennui qu'ils out 
du Yous causer ; et je voudrois que la critique des 
opinions anciennes ont eu de quoi vous consoler. 

Rien ne seroit plus flatteur pour moi, monsieur, 
que d'avoir pu acquerir le plus judicieux suffrage de 
notre generation, et celui que j'ambitionnerois le plus 
dans I'Europe enti^re. Sans parler de tant d'ouvrages 
philosophiques qui donnent une plus haute idee de leur 
auteur, notre si^cle a produit un historien tels que 
ceux de Rome et de la Gr^e ; tant pour la beaute, 
I'energie, et la clarte du style, que pour Tadmirable 
verite du tableau historique, et la fid^lite des pein- 
tures. Vous avez d^peint au vrai, et avec une par- 
^ tialite [impartialite ?] sans exeniple, votre nation, ses 
mcBurs, ses esprits, son gouyemement. 

Je le dis, monsieur, parlant k vous avec la mSme 
franchise que je le disois parlant k un tiers. Nous 
voyons enfin ce qu'on n'avoit presque pas vu depuis 
Tacite ; un historien courant moins apres les causes 
secretes, et cherchant moins k 6tre inggnieux que 
Tacite ; mais plus simple^ plus judicieux, et connoissant 
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mieux que lui ce que le caract^re national pent avoir 
d'influence eur le caract^re particulier de cbaque 
individu. 

Je desirerois fort que Tetat critique des affaires me 
permit de me rapprocber de vous bientot, et d avoir le 
plaisirde cultiver une si agr^able connoissance ; mais 
je ne I'espere guere avant le premier Avril, temps ou 
je compte vous trouver encore h Paris. Je vous prie 
d'agreer de nouveaux exemplaires, en place de ceux 
qui ont dte egares en route, tant pour vous que pour 
my Lord Cbesterfield, s'il u'a pas re9u les siens. 

Je vous avoue que je serai fort curieux de vous 
entendre alors sur tout ce qui se passe, et dont vous 
dtes le temoin ; sur tout ce qui se dit et s'imprime ; 
et d'apprendre a ce sujet quelle opinion votre sejour 
en France vous a donne de nos parlemens ; car j'ai vu 
dans vos Stuarts celle que vous en aviez cy-devant. 

Excusez-moi si je ne vous ecris pas en Anglois, 
dans la crainte d'affliger votre oreille d'uu nombre 
infini de barbarismes. 

J'ai rhonneur d'etre, avec les sentimens de la plus 
forte estime, monsieur, votre tr6s humble et tres obe- 
issant serviteur, 

Le President de Brosses. 



Mutual introduetiona— The reooTery of the ftmgmenta of Sallnst— Fate of the 
original — Question of an allusion to Fitzstephen in Hume's History may ^ 
indicate a new passage to be recovered— RoberUou's Charles V.— Hume's 
partiality for monarchy— Robertson's dislike of feudality — Their political 
predilections — The necessity of intermediate aristocratic powers to obviate 
despotism — Considerations on aristocracies employed to crush the people, 
and then discarded as used instruments — Europe in expectation of a new 
work from Hume — Hopes of his return to France. 

A Dijofiy le 14 Avril 1790. 

J Ai VU avec grand plaisir, monsieur, les marques de 
souvenir obligeant que vous voulez bien conserver de 
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moi dans la lettre que voas avez ecrite Thiver dernier 
k M. de Mallteste, pour me recommander ainsi que lui 
deux jeunes gentilshommes Anglois, et Monsieur Clap- 
son,* qui voyage avec eux. Je me suis empress^ de leur 
faire connoitre tout le cas que je fais de Tamitie et de 
la recominandation d'un homrae aussi c^lebre, aussi 
digne d'estirae que tous I'^tes k tons ^gards, et avec 
qui j'ai pass^ a Paris tant de journees instructives et 
agr^ables. Agreez que je vous recommande k mon tour 
un de mes amis et de mes confreres, roembre de notre 
Parlement, M. Dorgeux, qui vous remettra ma lettre, 
et qui va voyager en Angleterre pour connoitre les 
m<Burs et le ton de votre nation ; mais, surtout, par la 
grande envie qu'il a de voir de pr^ une personne dont 
il a pris, avec raison, une si grande idee, comme tout 
le public, par la lecture de ses ouvrages. Je lui ai 
annonce d'avance combien il trouveroit vos manieres 
honn^tes et faciles — votre conversation simple, judi- 
cieuse, et lumineuse ; et que plus il auroit occasion de 
vous voir, plus vous gagnerez dans son esprit, ainsi que 
je Tai moi-m^me eprouv^. 

J'ai k present un petit service d'une autre esp^ce a 
vous demander. Vous S9avez que je travaille sur un 
ouvrage considerable, sur les fragmens de Salluste. Je 
les ai rasserpbles avec le plus grand soin d'une quan- 
tity d'anciens ecrivains ou manuscrits ou ils etoient 
epars. J'ai reajuste et mis en place tons ces lambeaux, 
en remplissaut les lacunes enormes; et j'ai remonte 
ainsi, le moins mal qu'il m'a et6 possible, ce fameux et 
excellent monument de I'antiquite, qui comprenoit 
I'histoire generale d'une partie du septi6me siecle de la 
republique Romaine. Je ne peux pas dire jusqu'a 
quel temps I'original a subsiste ; car Isidore de Seville 
est peut-6tre le dernier de qui Ton puisse affirmer qu'il 

* Clephane. 
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Tavoit certainement entre les mains. On en retrouve, 
pourtant, encore quelqaes passages, cites long-temps 
apres, par un de vos compatriotes, Jean de Sallisbury, 
dans son Polycratiqne ; mais comme les memes pas- 
sages qu'il cite se trouyent* tons les nns on les autres, 
cites aussi dans d'antres ecrivains pins anciens qne lui, 
11 se pent faire qn'il les ait tires de cenx-ci, et non de 
Toriginal. 

Je lis, dans votre Histoire de Richard III., t. ii., 
p. 440, les termes snivans : — ** Fitzstephen, who lived 
in the reign of Henry II., alludes to a passage in the 
larger history of Sallust." Cet ecrivain Anglois m'est 
inconnu, ainsi que ces ouvrages, qu'on ne trouveroit, 
peut-etre, pas en France. II parott avoir vecu k pea 
pr^s sur la fin du douzi^me si^le ; ce qui est aussi le 
temps de Jean de Sallisbnry. Je vous prie de chercher 
dans son livre le passage qu'il cite, et dont vous parlez, 
et de vouloir bien me I'envoyer, qnand m^me il ne coii- 
tiendroit que quelques mots. S*il m'est inconnu, vous 
avez decouvert pour moi un fragment de plus, que je 
ne connoissois pas, malgre tous les soins que je me suis 
donne pour les deterrer; et dans ce cas je pourrai 
assurer alors que le texte original subsistoit encore de 
son temps ; mais je crains fort que, comme ceux de Jeau 
de Sallisbury, il ne me soit dejk connu par d*autres 
citateurs plus anciens. 

Je lis actuellement une vie de Charles Quint par 
Robertson — ^bon et curieux; ouvrage d'un excellent 
style. Je suis charme, surtout, du premier volume ; 
de la nettete et de la precision des tableaux ; de la 
clarte et de I'ordre methodique des notes et preuves. 
Mais jetrouve ici, comme jel'avois encore plusremarque 
dans son Histoire d*Ecosse, quUl est un pen trop sys- 
tematique, et que (pour m'exprimer ainsi) il contoume 
quelquefois les figures et les objets aux attitudes qui 
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Ini oonviennent, selon le plan et le dessein qu'il imagine 
de donner a son tableau ; d'ou il arrive qu'ils se 
redreesent malgre lui, et reprenneut souvent leur posi- 
tion natarelle. C'est k dire, qne les faits ne sont pas 
tonjonrs d'accord avec le plan de son action historiqne, 
telle qu'il I'a construit. J'ai oui quelquefois vos 
compatriotes vous objecter d'etre trop porte pour le 
gonyemenient monarchique, et ne pas trouver bon que 
Yous fussiez le plus judicieux et le plus impartial bis- 
torien qui ait jamais exists. Et moi, je trouverois que 
Robertson paroit quasi tendre k quelque amour du 
despotisme, par la baine extreme qu'il a con^ue de 
I'aristocratie et du gouvemement feodal. II la pousse 
k I'exces. Les iuconveniens du gouvernement feodal 
n'avaient pas besoin d'etre exageres, etant par eux- 
memes dej^ si grands et si cohuus. Mais, peut-on se 
dissimuler aussi qu'ils avoient quelques arantages en 
tant que barriere contre le despotisme ? c'est ce qu'on 
n'a que trop senti dans les etats oii il est si parfaite- 
nient d^truit. Kien ne caracterise ni ne definit mieux 
le gouvernement despotique que le defaut de pouvoirs 
intermediaires — que lorsqu'il n'y a dans un etat que 
le maitre et le peuple, sans aucune gradation qui adou- 
cisse on rende moins vide une si grande distance. 
Nous sentons a present combien les coups tombant de 
baut viennent d'une main plus lourde et plus forte, et 
portent k plo'mb sur le peuple tout nud, qu'ils ecrassent 
sans que rien ne rompe ou detourne aujourd'hui la force 
du coup. Un villageois se trouvoit importune des 
cris de plusieurs petits chiens roquets, qui abojoient 
autour de lui, et vouloient lui mordre les jambes : il 
prit dans sa maison un dogue prodigieux, qui devora 
les petits chiens, et le devora ensuite lui-meme. Nous 
voyohs qu'autrefois on a eleve les communes pour 
abaiaser le pouvoir des grands; ceux-ci, affoiblis ct 
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ruiDes, ont ete attir^ a la cour, o^ ils se sont cor- 
rompus et vendue, ou on les emploie pour ecraser les 
Communes a leur tour, pour d^truire un instrument 
dont on n'a plus que faire, et pour etablir dans toutes 
les parties le pouvoir arbitraire; en telle sorte que 
la loi puisse etouffer, ou du moins faire taire toutes 
les autres lois. 

Ne nous preparez-vous pas dans votre loisir quelque 
nouvel ouvrage? Toute TEurope en attend et en 
desire toujours de vous. Mais je crains que le. sejour 
de la France ne vous ait trop inspire I'amour de repos 
et de I'incurie. Si cela est ainsi, vous ne pouvez 
mieux faire que d'y revenir; car c'est sans contredit 
le pays de I'univers ou il vaut le mieux passer sa vie, 
quand on ne veut rien faire. Je souhaite avec ardeur 
de vous revoir, de reprendre le "til de nos anciennes 
conversations, de pouvoir de nouveau vous t^moigner 
toute Testime et tout Tattachement avec lequel j'ai 
I'honneur d'etre, monsieur, votre tr^s humble et tres 
ob^issant serviteur. 



XXXVIII. 
From Diderot. 



Recommends s friend of Madame Diderot's, who, with hia wife and child, 
hare gone to reside in England— Reminds him that there is no law, cinl 
or religions, that can break the brotherhood of nature, which binds the 
unfortunate more to our hearts than the happy— In silent self-communion, 
a good action gires more pleasure than writing a fine passage. 

Paris^ le 25 ^bre. 

Si le mauvais succes des services que vous avez 
rendus, monsieur et tr^s honors philosophe, ne vous a 
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point degoute de la bienfaisance, vous ne serez point 
offens^ de la liberte que je prens de vous recommander 
celui qui aura I'honneur de yous remettre cette lettre. 
C'est un homrae auquel Madame Diderot s'int^resse. 
C'est nn parent de ses amis. C'est un honnete homme 
qui ne s'expatrie avec sa faniille avec aucun motif qui 
soit reprehensible. Faites pour lui tout ce que vous 
attendiiez de moi pour quelqu'un que vous m'auriez 
adresse, et a qui je pourrois 6tre utile. Faites qu'il 
tire parti de ce qu'il pent avoir de talent. Faites 
qu'il vive, lui, sa femme, qui est la meilleure femme 
du monde, et son enfant, qui a du courage et de la 
raison fort au dela la raesure de son age. Tres aime 
et tres honore David, vous S9avez bien qu'il n'y a 
aucnne loi civile ni religieuse qui ait rompu ni pu 
rompre le lien de fraternite que nature a etabli entre 
tons les hommes. Vous S9avez aussi que ce bien nous 
attache encore d'une mani^re plus indispensable et 
plus sacree aux malheureux qu'aux autres. Faites, 
done, de votre mieux pour celui que je vous 
adresse. Comme vous n'etes pas moins excellent 
homme qu'excellent auteur, vous penserez avec moi, 
qui n'ai que la moitie de ce me rite, qu'apres tout, le 
soir, quand on se retire et qu'on cause avec soi, on 
est encore plus content d'une bonne action que d'une 
belle page. Je vous salue et vous embrasse de tout 
raon cceur ; et je suis, avec estime et veneration, mon- 
sieur et tr^s honore philosophe, votre tres humble et 
tr6s obeissant serviteur, 

Diderot. 
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RecoTerj ftt>in » aerere attack of gout — The state in which it has left him — 
Thanks for Harness kindness to Madame and M« Neafrille — PrMses Ma- 
dame — The brotherhood of nations, and the narrow-heartednees that woold 
limit itself to one alone — Again recommends the Neufnlles to his attention, 
and says Madame Diderot will kiss his cheeks for his kindness to them — 
Tells Hnme to return to his occupations and his books — Praises for the 
boldness of his History — Beseeches him to continue, for the benefit of th« 
human race — His own lore of literary labour much interfered with by the 
necessity for action— Ideas on fanaticism — ^Inquires abont Rousseau 
and his Confessions. 

Paris, ee 22 F(hrier 1768. 

Je ne suis pa49 mort, monsienr et tres honore David ; 
il vous refite toujoars un ami et un admirateur sincere 
k Paris. Mais j'ai beaucoup sonffert d'une humeur 
goutteuse qui a commence a se faire sentir au bras 
gaache, qui s'est metamorpbos^e successivement en mal 
de poitrine, en douleur d'estomac, colique d'entrailles, 
et finalement en nne effrojable fluxion d'oreilles» qui 
m'a detenu presque tout le mois de Janvier devant 
du feu, sans pouvoir travailler, et, qui pis est, sans 
pouvoir reposer ni dormir. J'entends tr^s bien ceux 
qui parlent, mais je parte si bas que les autres ont 
peine a m'entendre. Le son de ma voix retentit si 
fortement dans ma tete cavemeuse et sonore, que, 
pour pen qu'il soit fort, il m'etourdit moi-m^me. 

C'est la serie de ces indispositions qui m'a emp^he 
de vous remercier des marques d'humanite que 
vous avez donnees k mes pauvres concitoyens. Ne 
vous decouragez pas. Cette pauvre femme, qui a 
si pen merite son triste sort, m'en fait une peinture 
si affligeante que je n'ose pas relire sa lettre. On ne 
lui a pas conseille le voyage d'Angleterre ; elle j a ^t^ 
appellee par un epoux qu'elle s'est fait un devoir de 
suivre au basard de toutes les nouvelles peines aux- 
quelles elle pourroit s'exposer. Je vous reponds de 
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son honnetete et de ses moBurs. D'ailleurs, mon cber 
philosophe, je m^en rapporte la-dessQS a votre propre 
tact. Vous qui s^avez si Men lire dans les ames de 
cenx qui ont joue quelque role snr la sc^ne da monde — 
▼ous devez aiissi savoir interroger celles qui se de- 
nienent antour de yoos. Frappez a celle-1^ et vous n*en 
ferez rien sortir qui ne vous plaise et ne vous interesse. 
Elle emportoit avec elle pour tonte pacotille, quelques 
talents qui se trouvent presqu' inutiles k Londres. Ne 
verrons-nous jamais finir ces aversions nationales qui 
ressen'ent dans un petit espace I'exercise de la bien- 
faisance? Or qu'importe qu'un homroe soit n^ en 
de^a on en delk d'un d^troit, en est-il moins un 
bomme ? n'a-t-il pas les monies besoins ? n'est-11 pas 
expos^ aux mSmes peines — avide du mSme bonheur? 
Fais done pour lui tout ce qu'il est en droit d'attendre 
de toi snr une infinite de rapports immuables, ^temels, 
et independants de toutes les conventions. Je trouve 
Polif erne plus excusable d'avdir mange les compagnons 
d'Ulisse, que la plupart de <ces petits Europeens, qui 
n'ont que cinq pieds et demi, et deux yeux, qui se 
ressemblent en tout, et qui ne s'en d^vorent pas moins. 
Mon cher David, vous dtes de toutes les nations, et 
vous ne demanderez jamais an malheureux son extrait 
baptistaire. Je me flatte d'etre, comme vous, citoyen 
de la grande ville du monde. Mais treve de philo- 
sophie. Trouvez un trou a M. de Neufville. Cher- 
chez k sa femme quelque niche ou elle puisse tra- 
vailler, s'occuper, subsister — ^faire subsister son enfant, 
et secourir son mari. Je vous le repete, j'y prends 
inleret. Si vous revenez jamais parmi nous, je vous 
presenterai a Madame Diderot qui joint ses remer- 
cimens aux miens, et qui vous baisera sur vos deux 
larges joues Bernardines. Vos commer9ants avec leur 
secret de commerce me font mourir de rire. Vous 
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verrez qu'un particulier leur fera an dommage qu'il n'est 
pas au poavoir de toute une nation entidre de leur 
faire; et pnis ne faut-il faire aucun fond sur la pro- 
bite d'un homme qu'on tire de la misere, et k qui Ton 
a donne du pain sur la garantie de deax honngtes 
gens ? Je vous fais mon compliment ?nr la cessation 
de Tos feuilletons publics. Revenez, revenez rite, 
mon cher philosophe, a vos livres — a vos occupations. 
Je vous aime bien mieux le fouet a la main, faisant 
justice de tons les cel^bres brigands qui ont * trouble 
votre contree, brisant une statue, en elevant une 
autre exposee a partager les forfaits des rois et 
de leurs ministres. Continuez Yotre histoire — ^ne la 
continuez pas.^ Sondez les replis 4u coeur humain en 
moraliste. Examinez les ressorts delies de son enten- 
dement en subtil metaphysicien. Faites tout ce qu'il 
Tous plaise — quelque chose que tous fassiez, tous 
servirez votre espece en general — ce qui est bien plus 
digne de vous que de n'en servir qu'une bien petite 
portion. II est peut-etre-tres possible d'etre un bon 
citoyen, sans etre un fort mechant homme : n'allez pas 
prendre un engourdissement maintenant pour une 
perclusion. II est vrai que j'ai toujours conserve 
Tamour du travail ; mais cet amour est devenu in* 
fructueux par des distractions continues auxquelles la 
bonte de mon ame ne m'a jamais permis, et ne roe per- 
mettra jamais de me refuser. Je ne 69ais si j'ai tort, 
mais le tems me parott mieux employe pour un autre 
qui en a plus de besoin que de moi. J'aurai tou- 
jours le tems d'^crire, et je saisis avec empressement 
le moment de bien faire. Mais, mon cher David, je 
ne pense pas k Thomme de la philosophic. Je me 
suis precipite dans des questions abstruses d'un genie 
tout diflEerent, et je voudrais bien m'en tirer. J'aime 

» Si€ in MS. 
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lea occupations qui ne coiupromettent pas le repos. 
11 faut craindre les derniers mouvements convulsifs 
d*un animal feroce blesse a mort. J'ai vu unc fois en 
ma vie, le dernier effort de la jambe d'un chevreuil 
casser la jambe du chasseur qui Tavoit tire. Le 
fanatisme aux abois est bien un autre bete. Vous 
croyez notre intolerance plus favorable aux progr6s 
de Topinion huniaine que votre liberte presque illi- 
mitee. Cela se peut. Les D'Holbach, Helvetius, 
Morellet, Suard, qui ne sont pas tout-k-fait de votre 
avis, du moins k en juger par leurs discours et leurs 
^rits, n'en sont pas moins sensibles k votre souvenir. 
Si vous nous regrettez ausai sinc^rement que vous 
I'dtes de nous, venez nous revoir. Que faites-vous de 
Jean-Jacques ? On dit qu'il nous quitte pour aller a 
Londres faire impriraer ses memoires. Si cet ouvrage 
est court, il sera mauvais. . Plus il aura de volumes, 
moins il parlera de lui — meilleur il sera. Je redoute 
le moment ou un homme qui aime tant le bruit, qui 
connoit si peu les ^gards, qui a etd lie si intimement 
avec une infinite de gens, publiera un pareil ouvrage, 
surtout avec I'art qu'il a de fl^trir adroitement, d'ob- 
scurcir, d'altdrer, de faire suspecter plus encore en 
louant qu'en blamant. Ne convenez-vous pas, mon 
cher philosophe, que c'est dans une pareille circon- 
stance qu'il est infiniment doux de n'avoir rendu son 
ami intid^le que le temoin d'acbions justes et de dis- 
cours honnetes ? Les mechants se rejouissent de la 
mort de leurs amis — ce sont des complices qui pour- 
roient dtre indiscrets, et dont ils soTit debarrasses. Les 
honnStes gens s'affligent de la mort des leurs — ce sont 
des panegyristes qui leur ^chappent. 

Vivez long-tems pour nous — nous tacherons de 
vous conserver le plus long-tems que nous pourrons : 
cependant, vous S9avez bien que T^loge ne vous man- 
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quera pas. Je vons salue et tous embrasfie de tont 
mon ccBur. Senrez M. et Mme. de Neuf?ille, je tous 
en conjure; et me crojez enti^rement votre tr^ 
hnmble et trte obeissant serviteur. 



3. 

Rcqaests bim to receive a young Amerioaii, who has sworn not to reoroes the 
seas without seeing him — Erery thing topsy-tarvy — Laments the fate of 
Philosophy — A sect of Machiarellistea — The yoang American, and his expe- 
riments in medicine — Cautions Home against idleness, as good heads can> 
not be dispensed with — Protestations of attachment. 

Monsieur et cher Philosophe, — On n'a rien pour 
rien dans ce monde ; il faut payer ses vices — ^il fant 
payer ses yertus : et n'allez pas yoqs imaginer que 
TOUS jouirez gratuitement de la plus grande conside- 
ration. On Youdra tous Toir — on voudra se vanter 
de TOUS avoir tu. Ayez done la bont^ d'ouTrir Totre 
porte, et d'offrir Totre face ronde et riante de Ber- 
nardin k un jeune Pensylvain qui a jure de ne pas 
repasser les mers sans tous aToir rendu son horn- 
mage. Ne trouTerez-Tous pas fort etrange que ce soit 
un Fran9oi6 qui tous adresse up de tos compatri- 
otes ? C'est que tout est sens dessus dessous dans 
ce moment-ci. Le Roi de France se jette sur les 
possesseurs de pays ; le Turc Tent mettre la pais 
entre ces chiens de Chretiens qui se decbirent. Nous 
courons contre le despotisme ; et il nous Tient des 
pamphlets de Londres en faveur de la tyrannic. Ah, 
mon cher philosophe ! pleurons et gemissons sur le 
sort de la philosophic. Nous prechons la sagesse k des 
sourds, et nous sommes encore bien loin du siecle de la 
raison. Nous sommes memes infest^s ici d'une secte 
de Machiayellistes qui pretendent que ce siecle ne 
Taudra jamais rien. Cela seroit bien capable de re- 
soudre k prendre son bonnet de nuit, k poser moUe- 
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ment la tdte sar sod oreiller, et de laisser aller le monde 
a sa fantasie. Qa'en dites-vous ? Quoiqu'il en Boit, 
recevez gracieasement mon jeune Pensylvain. Donnez- 
lui de bons conseils. Surtout persuadez-Iui de mitiger 
son bel enthousiasme pour les progres de la m^e* 
cine. S'il vous presente sa dissertation inaugurale, 
vous y lirez que ce jeune homnie a fait des experi- 
ences daugereuses sur lui-meme. II ne faut pas se 
tuer pour apprendre k guerir les autres; d'autant 
plus, que le bien qu'on se promet de leur faire est tres 
incertaio, et que le mal qu'on se fait a soi-mSme est 
tres sur. N'allez pas etajer Totre paresse de cette 
maxime : nous n'aurions plus rien de vous — et ce 
feroit grand dommage. Les bonnes tetes sont si 
rares, qu'il n'est pas pennis k celles qui sont bonnes 
d'etre oisives. Je vous salue — je vous aime — je vous 
revere-— et suis avec ces sentimens pour toute ma vie, 
monsieur et cher 'pbilosophe, votre tr^ humble et 
tr^s obeissant serviteur. 



XXXIX. 

From Madame Gbofpein. 
1. 

Badinage — His present of a copy of his works, which humiliates her library — 
The Tanity that made him clothe them so richly. 

« Le Samedi, 1 maiin, 

Vous croyez done, qu'en qualite de gros et d ai- 
mable drole, avoir acquis le droit de faire toutes les 
droleries possibles. 
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Vous venez, mon beau monsieur, d'en faire une un 
peu trop forte ; elle ressemble plus a une mechancete 
q\xk une galanterie. 

L'etat (I'hurailiation ou se trouvent mes pauvres 
livres a cote de la magnificence des votres perce le 
coBur : ils ont tons Tair de vieux bouquins, qui 
arrivent de dessus les quais. 

De plus, c'est Tacte de la vanite la plus forte dout 
on ait jamais entendu parler.: il faut que vous ayez 
un fui'ieuse opinion de vos ouvrages pour leur avoir 
donn^ un aussi bel habit. Depuis que ce nouvel 
astre brille sur mes planches, je n'ose plus lever les 
yeux dessus, tant la laideur de leurs anciens citoyens 
m'afflige. 

Non — je ne vous pardonnerai jamais la revolution 
que vous venez de faire dans ma biblioth^qne. Helas ! 
je I'aimois telle quelle etoit : k present elle fait mon 
malheur, et elle seroit ma ruine, si le diable de la 
superbe me montoit a la tete, au point de vouloir etre 
aussi magnifique que Test votre fatal present. 

Vanite des vanites ! dit le sage : 

Je repeterai cette maxirae toute la journ^e, pour 
me preserver de la folic de vouloir vous imiter. 

Madame la Prineesse de Beauveau soupece soir chez 
moi. Ouy — ouy — ouy. 



Colonel Gordon — A word for her grot droU. 

Ce ler FHfrier 1766. 

Je ne puis pas laisser partir le Colonel Gordon 
sans lui donner un petit mot pour mon gros drole. 
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Et ce petit mot est, qae je Taime bien, et que j'ai 
beancoup d'impatience de le revoir. 

Monsieur le Colonel Gordon est aimable, et paroit 
content de nous. Je le vois partir avec regret. 



3. 



AUnnon to some unnamed person — Her reepeot for his recoinmen<Ution» and 
desire to please. ' 



t/6 MCftfTwn* 

VoiLA done encore un verbe qui va devenir chatr^ en 
habitant parmi nons. 

Si en yalant autant que yous me le dites, il est 
aussi aimable que yous, il sera content de nous, et de 
moi sur tout, qui ferai non seulement mon possible, 
mais j'irai jusqu'sb Tim possible pour justifier yos bontes 
pour moi, lui prouYer le cas que je fais de Yotre 
recommandation et le d^ir que j'ai de yous plaire. 

Car, malgre tons les succ^ dont yous me flattez, je 
les compterois pour rien si je n'aYois pas reussi pr^ 
de YOUS. 

En Yerite, monsieur, je ne me suis rengorgee que d^s 
Tinstant que je me suis aper9ue que je yous plaisois. 
Nous autres femmes nous aYons le tact fin et prompt, 
sur Timpression que nous faisons. J'attends la fin du 
YOjage de Compile aYec impatience. 

J'esp^re yous trouyer aussi aimable et aussi coquin 
que YOUS Tetiez quand yous etes parti. Ce mot yous 
couYient, et yous sied bien. 

^ Sic in MS. 

U 
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Thanks fpr inirodtioiiig Sir John Priagle And Franklin— Franklin's iaalijlity 
to speak French — His reputation — Anxious for Hume's return. 



Je Tons remercie, mon tres cber ami, (car vons me 
serez toujonrs cher malgr^ vos rignenrs,) de m'avoir 
procure rbonneur de voir M. le Chevalier Pringle et 
M. Franklin. Mais j'ai joui fort pen de lenr con- 
noissance : je n'ai pas pu mSme leur donner h diner, 
lis ont fait nn fort court sejour ici, et ont ^te bien 
fetes. M. Pringle me par^it tres aimal>le, et parle 
bien Fran9ois. Pour M. Franklin, qui ne le parle 
pao, je n'ai vu que sa reputation. Gros coquin que 
vousdtes!— ^voilk done comme vous nous avez tromp^ ! 
Apr^ toutes les assurances reit^rees d0 revenir» et les 
semblants que vous aviez faits de louer une maisoo, 
vous nous abandonnezy et votre bttre meme ne me 
donne pas le moindre rayon d-esperanoe. Je voudrois 
bien pouvoir vous oublier, mais je ne puis* 

Geoffrin.^ 



Badinage-*He wants but little of a oozoomh— His pretensiaBs to modesty, 
and their effeot. 

A P<irie,le 17 A»rH. 

Il ne vous manquoit, mon gros drole, pour Stre un 
parfait petit-mattre, que de jouer le beau rigoureux 
en ne faisant pas de reponse k un billet doux, que je 
vous ai ecrit par Gati : et pour avoir tons les airs 

' This b the only one of her letters that is signed. 
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possibles, vous voulez vous donner celui d'etre mo- 
deste, en disant que toqs ne sayez pas assez bien le 
FTan9ois pour 1 ecrire. Mon cher ami, je vons con- 
nois aussi bien que vous connoissez pea votre Emile — 
81 reellement yous le oroyez aussi simple que vous le 
dites. 

Mais comme il faut toujours respecter les opinions 
pnbliques, je laisse votre Emile dans ses montagnes, 
et j'attends aveo impatience que mon gros drole vienne 
habiter notre plaine. 

Mon Dieu ! que j'aurai de plaisir de le revoir! 



From the President Renault. 

Appttently a oongntuUtioii on his appointment as Seeretaiy of Legation. 

Mardiy 26. 

MiLLE et mille felicitations, monsieur, et mille en- 
core apr^s ! Votre patrie vous a rendu justice. C'est 
un beau miracle ! Mais en augmentailt votre bien- 
gtre, ellen'arienajoute a votre cdl^brit^. Mettez-moi 
toujours au nombre de vos admirateurs» car ce seroit 
una pretention que de ne pas vouloir etre dtstingu^. 

Je vous prie k souper pour Jeudi. 

RENAULT. 
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XLI. 

From the Abb^ Prevost. 

The opportanit J of Bfr Stuart ui oooMion to ezpreas his frioiidBhip «nd 
remmiBeenees— His tnoBUtion of Hume — The transUtor'B poeition in the 
world of letters. 

A Paris, 18 Mars 1769. 

^ Monsieur, — Le donte ou je suis, si vous avez re9u 
lea temoignages de ma reconnaissance, dans une lettre 
que j'ai eu Thonnenr de vous ecrire apr^ avoir re9u 
la voire, me fait saisir ardemment I'occasion qui m'est 
offerte par Monsieur Stuart — un intervalle de oinq 
ou six mois n'ayant pu refroidir les sentimens aussi 
fervents que les miens. lis ne sont pas moins vifs 
aujourd*hui qu*au premier moment ; et je vous assure, 
monsieur, que je compte entre led plus agreables 
ev^nemens de ma vie, celui qui m'a procure rbonneor 
de votre attention. Vous me remerciez d'avoir tra- 
duit votre ouvrage : et c'est moi-meme qui dois en 
attendre les felicitations de mes amis, du moins si je 
n'ai pas fait perdre dans ma langue la force de vos 
pensees ^t de vos expressions. La plus haute ambi- 
tion d'un traducteur est de s'associer, quoique dans 
un ordre subalteme, k la gloire de son original; et je 
n'ai pu d^sirer assurdment une association plus glori- 
euse. Vous ne douterez pas, monsieur, de la sincerite 
de ce sentiment. Si j'ajoute qu'il m'est commun avec 
tout ce qu'il y a de gens d'esprit dans ma nation — 
et que c'est k leur sollicitation, autant que par le 
penchant de mon propre gout, que je me suis deter- 
mine k traduire vos r^gnes des Stuarts — mon regret 
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est de ne pouvoir encore vous faire juge de raon tra- 
▼ail. M. Stuart voas en apprendra les tristes raisons. 
Un Fran9ais n'envieroit le sort d'ancune nation da 
monde, s'il ne roanquoit rien a sa liberte. Cepen- 
dant, je me iBatte que les nuages se dissiperont, et 
que ceux qui les font naitre auront honte k la fin 
de resister si long-terns k Fimpatience du public. Alors 
je n'aurai rien de si pressant que de vous envoyer ma 
traduction par la voie des libraires HoUandois* et de 
Tous renouyeler leg sentimens d'amitie, d'estime, et de 
veneration avec lesquels je suis, monsieur, votre tres 
bumble et tr^ obeissant serviteur, 

L'Abb£ Pkevost, 

Aamonier de S. Ae. R. Mgr. Le Prince de Conty. 

P.S. — J'ai prie Monsieur Stuart de se charger pour 
vous, monsieur, d*un exemplaire du "Monde Moral'* 
— ^petit ouvrage d'imagination, dont je publiai bier les 
deux premieres parties. Vous y trouverez des pein- 
tures, des sentimens, des reflexions. Je souhaite que 
le style et les id6es vous paroissent dignes d'un bomme 
qui a la pretention de vous traduire. 



XLII. 
From La Condamine. 

An Mconnt of a yonng Spanish noble — the dispntee and diffioolties with 
which he has sorroonded himself — Confidential zecommendation to Hume 
to giye him adyice. 

Paris, 6 Dec. 1765. 

Je suis ici, monsieur, depuis trois semaines. On 
m'avoit dit que vous etiez parti pour Londres, et 
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j'apprends dana ce mcHnent que toqs ne robs avet pas 
qnittes. Si je Tayois su plutot, j'aurois en rhoDDeor 
de Yoofi voir saM autre motif, mais en ce momeot j'ai 
uae gs^ a ywb dema&der. . Vous reoevre^ domMW 
majtiB, je oioig, one visite da Marquis de Lis^ Naldo- 
rado> jeoae Eepagnol, natif de la proyince de Quito 
en Ameriqae, que j'ai en rbonnenr de presenter a M. 
le C<Mnte d'Hertford. J'ai beanconp d'obligations 
anx parens de ce jenne bomme, et je yondrois lenr 
temoigner ma reconnaissance. II 7 a six on sept 
mois que je I'ai ioi a ma charge. Je le lege chez 
moi. Je I'ai mene chez mes amis & la campagne, od 
il a passe les yacances. II a des affaires desagreables 
en Espagne. Un oydor de Qoito, (c'est nne idole trte 
respectee dans rAmerique Espagnole,) ennemi de sa 
fiuniUe, et fort ennemi personnel^ depnis qn'il a reftise 
d epouser sa flUe, Fa preyenu k la cour de Madrid, et 
k force d'intriguas et d'argent lui a ferme tout aoc^ 
aupr^ de ses juges. Vous n'ignorea pas que la jus- 
tice est yenale en Espagne. II n'a pu se faire ecouter. 
II a eu ordre de retoumer en Am^riqne plaider de 
nouveau sa cause, qu'il avoit gsgnee deyant le Viceroi 
dont I'arret a ete casse. II ayoit de fortes raisons, et 
surtout celle de la sante, qui Tent emp^he de s'em- 
barquer — on a youlu I'arrdter pour le faire partir de 
force ; il s'est enfui en France. II attend son p^e, 
qui yient a son secours, et qui a comparu deyant le 
Viceroi pour son fils. Son p^re lui ecrit du mois du 
Mars, et est yraisemblablement en chemin. Le fils, 
desespere de se yoir sans seoours ,(je lui ai ayance ce 
que j ai pu, mais je ne puis plus bientot le loger — j'at- 
tends ma femme a Paris et sa sante exige ce yoyage) 
— le fils, dis-je, a pris la patrie en horreur. J'ignorois 
ses desseins quand il me pria de le presenter a M. 
Tambassadeurd'Angleterre. II n'apas trouye apparem- 
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roent lee facilH^fl qn'il esp^roit dans votre cour, et a 
present il Teat aller demander da eervice en Portugal. 
U court k sa perte. Je sais qn'un Ec^agnol qui prend 
ce parti est regarde comme nn traitre, et ne peot 
jamais esperer de rentrer dn gr&ee en Espagne. II 
Ini a 6te impossible d'entret an serrice de France. 
Mais de tons les partis qn'il pouvoit ptendre, celui 
de s'attacber an Portugal est le pins manvais ponr 
Ini. II compte vons demander des lettres de recom- 
mandation ponr cette conr. Je vons demande en 
gr&ce de le ditoumer de ce projet, qni ne pent dtre 
qne fnneste ponr Ini. Sa famiile, qni est une des pins 
illnstree dans sa province, seroit desesperee, et se 
perdroit sans ressouroe. 

Je ne fsM que vons instmire parlicnlldrement de sa 
situation, et prevenir le conseil que je ne donte pad 
que vons ne Ini donnassies de vons-mSme. II a de Tesprit 
et des connoissanoes, mais pas d'usage des conrs de 
I'Enrope. Quand 11 ne seroit pas mal jl la coUr de 
Miulrid, on ne lui pardonneroit pas de passer en Por- 
tugal ; mais de plus, il va donner prise k ses ennemis, 
qni le calomnieront et le noirciront k Lisbonne,^ ou il 
aura toutes sortes de desagremens. Voila, monsieur, 
ce que j'aurois dii vons dire, si je n'avois craint de me 
rencontrer avec lui chez vons. Cette lettre ne demande 
point de reponse. J'esp^re senlement qn'elle vons 
mettra k port^ de combattre sa resolution plus effi- 
cacement. Vons y reussiriez, pent-@tre, mieux en lui 
faisant esperer la grftce qn'il vons demande->-^c'est-^- 
dire, une lettre de recommandation — et en mSm^ terns 
en le detoumant d'en faire usage. C'est le plus grand 
service que je puisse lui rendre et k sa famille. Je lui 
offre — outre 3000 livres,- qu'il me doit dejk — de faire 
le sacrifice de lui payer son voyage k Bayonne, de lui 
payer en cette ville cent francs par mois pour sa pen- 
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sion, et des lettres de recommandation pour lea com- 
mandants militaires, rey6que» et lea negocians. II 
peuty mojennant ce secoars, attendre k Bayonne — 
plutot qvik Paris, ou il fait des dettes — ^I'arrivee de son 
p^re k St S^bastien, a dix lieues de Bayonne. C'est li 
que son p^re doit arriyer chez une tante mari^ si. St 
Sebastien, et fille d'un Gouverneur et Capitan-general 
de la province de Quito. J'ai des lettres de cette 
tante, qui lui a avance 4000 ou 5000 livres, et qui 
approuve mon projet ; mais ce jeune homme ne prend 
oonseil que de lui-meme. Je vous prie de faire en 
sorte qu*il ne puisse soup9onner que je vous aie pre- 
venu : vos objections en auront plus de poids sur 
son esprit. Vous pouyez lui faire des questions. II 
ya dire qii'il attend son pere, et alors il est naturel de 
lui demander s'il ya I'attendre en Portugal. II youloit 
mSme passer k Londres, s'imaginant qu'a cause de la 
liaison des deux cours, il j auroit, lui, en particulier, de 
meilleures recommandations qn'k Paris — ^nouyelle ex* 
trayagance ! L'argent lui manque ; et le yoyage de 
Londres, et son passage k Lisbonne, n'augmenteroient 
pas ses finances. 

La haute estime que yous m'ayez inspiree, mon- 
sieur, et qui est commune k tons ceux qui yous con- 
noissent, m'a determine a yous parler ayec autant de 
confiance que si j'ayois des droits sur yotre amitie. Je 
yous demande le secret, et surtout qu'il n'aper^oiye 
pas mon ecriture sur yotre bureau. 

J'ai I'hoimeur d'etre, monsieur, yotre tr^ humble et 
tr^ obeissant seryiteur, 

La Condamine. 



DE YVERDUN. 297 



XLIII. 



From De Yverdun, of Lausanne} 

Romsean — Hia wnih at Walpole's letter — HU ohajrge against Hume of acces- 
sion to another; that other written by De YTerdnn, who now has his earliest 
intercooTse with Hume — Farther remarks and criticisms. 

LondreSy ^18 Ncvembre 1766, 
at M, Menne^Sy in Denmark Streety Soho Square, 

Afflig^ d'avoir fourni, sans le prevoir, des armes 
k Terrenr on ^ I'ijigratitnde, je m'empresse de vous 
donner des eclaircissements snr deux endroits du me- 
moire de M. Rousseau. 

Je vis ayec surprise, dans la lettre que cet auteur 
fit inserer dans le St Jameses CronicUy qu'il traitat si 
tragiquement la plaisanterie de M. Walpole, qu'il 
s'elevat dans le pays centre la libertd de la presse, et 
qu'il ne voulut pas distinguer le Roi de Prusse, et le 
philoso{She de Sans-Souci, et sentir que M. Wal- 
pole ^tait» tout au plus, bl&mable dans sa signature. 
Cette lettre me parut la demarche d'un homme qui 
sacrifiait tout k la singularite et k I'envie de faire 
parler de lui. J'encadrai sur le champ cette id^e, et 
I'envoyai au St James's Chronicle. C'est Tecrit dont 
se plaint M. Rousseau, p. 85-6 de votre Expose, 
Lisant pen de terns apres, dans le m#me papier, un 
ecrit Anglais, qui contenoit un eloge excessif >le M. 
Rousseau, et une critique tout aussi excessive de M. 
Walpole, j'adressai au judicieux auteur de ce mor- 
ceau les petites questions qui occupent les pages 
92-96 de votre Expose. Les deux'^bagatelles, aux- 
quelles je n'attachais pas assez d'importance pour en 

^ For a notice of De Yyerdun, see lAfe of HwMy ii. 410. 
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garder, sent tellement onbliees que je les ai cherchees 
en vain, ponr vous les citer plus precisement, chez Fim- 
primeur, et dans plusieurs cafgs. 

D'apres cet expose, Yoas croirez aisement, mon- 
siear» qae j'ai ^t^ fort surpris de voir les deux mor- 
I ceanx cites par M. Rousseau comme deux pieces im- 

portantes du proote qa*il tous a intents ; de voir qu'il 
dit, en parlant du premier ecrit, (p. 85,) " quil est de la 
mdrne main que celui de M. Walpole, et que Tauteur 
n'a pu d^guiser sa rage de Taccueil qu'il a re9u a 
^ Paris." Moi ! — qui n'ai jamais ^te dans cette ville, et 

qui n'y pr6tendrai jamais k aucun aocueil ! Mais je Tai 
et^ surtout de ses expressions (p. 95) — ^ Si jamais 
j'eus une conviction intime et certaine, je I'ai que M. 
Hume a fourni les materiaux de cet ecrit. "^ 

Nous avons, yous et moi, monsieur, une conviction 
bien plus certaine que tous ne m'avez pas fbumi ces 
materiaux. Void la premiere fois que je vous ^ris, 
et je ne sais que trop que je n'ai jamais eu Fhonneur 
de vous voir. Ce n'est pas que je n*ai eu le desir 
naturel de vous faire ma reverence, et de vous pre- 
senter ma part des remerctmens que vous doit tout 
homme de lettres; mais un ami, It qui je m'etais 
adress^ pour cela, m'ayant dit n'dtrepasassez lieavec 
vous pour vous presenter un inconnu, je renon9ai k 
regret k ce plaisir. 

Comme ces deux petits ^rits font deux principaux 
anneaux de la chaine du syst^me de M. Rousseau, et 
que vous n'avez pu les detacher qu'en assurant que 
vous ne connaissiez point ces ecrits, j'ai cm, par 
toutes sortes de raisons, qu'il etoit de mon devoir de 

^ Hume simply professed ignorance of thb letfiBr or its aathorship. 
It appears to hare been a criticism on Rousseau's fierce disclamation 
of the letter addressed by Walpole, in his name, to the King of 
Prussia. 
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▼ouB en faire connaitre Tantenr, et de tous offrir, mon- 
sieur, de faire a cet egard tontes lea demarches que 
TOUS me jugerez eonyenable : Suppose que vous ne 
jugiez pas de faire usage de cette lettre, j'ai pense que 
Yous feriez bien de I'inserer parmi les papiers que vous 
conservez sur cette affaire. 

Quoique je sois fort eioigne de regarder, ainsi que 
M. Rousseau, les deux ecrits comme des libelles, et 
que je ne croie pas avoir abu86 de la liberte dont tout 
bomme qui lit et ecrit a droit de jouir ; comme je n'ai 
encore ri^i publie sur mon nom, ce ne serait pas dans 
cette circonstance que je choisirais de me nommer, 
d'autant plus que je suis lie avec quelques z^les admi- 
ratenrs de M. Rousseau, et qu'on m'accuserait peut- 
etre, a mon tour, d'ayoir cherche par cette demarche 
ik faire parler de mm : Mais je suis pret & faire ceder 
ees petites considerations personnelles au plaisir de 
Tons dtre, monsieur, de quelque utilite, et k Tamour 
pour la rerite et pour la justice. 

Je Yous prie, monsieur, de regarder ma demarche 
comme une preuve des sentimens d'estime et de con- 
sideration ayeo lesqueLs j'ai I'honneur d'etre voire tr^s 
humble et trte obeissant serviteur, 

George Db Yverdun, 

de Lanaaane en Suisse, 
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XLIV. 
From Madame Le Page du Boccaoe. 



A prwant of her works—Mr Wedderbam, who had eaOed withoat finding 
her — Bretigni. 



A Parity ce 27 Sq^embre 1764. 

Je yous presente, monsieur, un recneil de mes 
ouvrages, nouyellement imprime k Lyon, ponr avoir 
I'honneur d'etre dans la biblioth^ne d'un homme qui 
fait I'honneur de notre siecle. Je yous supplie d'ao- 
cepter ce faible don, et de youloir bien faire passer le 
paquet que yous trouverez c'j joint au Marquis Carac- 
cioli, Ministre de Naples a Londres. 

J*ai bier re9u une lettre de Mons. de Bretigni, 
qui me fait I'honneur de me recommander M. Wedder- 
borne comme votre digne compatriote. II ne ro'a 
point trouvee ehez moi, et ne m'a pas laisse sa deraeure. 
Je YOUS serai obligee de me I'enYOjer par la petite 
poste. Je Youdrois fort §tre de quelque utility k cet 
ami, dont M. de Bretigni, que j'estime fort, fait grand 
cas ; mais il est ici pen de tems, et moi — qui ne Yais 
jamais k la campagne — je suis obligee d'aller, y passer 
tout le mois prochain. II est Yrai que yous serez d'une 
bien meilleure ressonree que moi a ce saYant Yoyageur ; 
mais j'aurois desire de jouir de son sejour ici, et de 
lui marquer combien je fais de cas de la recommanda- 
tion qu'il a pres de moi et de la nation Angloise, dont 
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j'ai I'honnear d'etre, surtoat en vous» monsieur, la tr^ 
humble et tr^ obeissante servante, 

Le Page du Boccage. 



A letter of introdaction and of oomplimenta. 

MoNSiEUBr— Deux de mes confreres k TAcademie de 
Lyon, fort dignes d'etre de celles de Paris, pensent 
ayec raison qu'ils n'auroient pas bien yu I'Angleterre 
s'ils ne yous 7 rendoient leurs hommages. M. le Due 
de Choiseul leur donne des lettres pour notre ambas- 
sadeur, et ils me font Thonneur de s^adresser k moi 
pour en avoir d'autres de vous. J'espere que vous me 
ferez celui de les recevoir. Leur merite, et le soin 
qu'ils prendront de le faire yaloir en admirant le yotre, 
rendront votre entrevue fort interessante. Je youdrois 
yoler par dessus le Pas de Calais pour m'y trouyer, et 
yous dire combien nous yous aimons, yous regrettons, 
et yous desirous ici ; et combien j'ai I'honneur d'etre, 
encore plus particulierement que les autres, monsieur, 
yotre tres humble et tr^s obeissante seryante. 



XLV. 

From Madame Riccoboni. 
1. 

Badinage abont Mr Wedderbnm— His letter of introdnction— His identity — 
Mile, de Bianeonr^Interest in the question if Hnme is ooonpied in oonti- 
noing his History. 

29 Join 1766. 

J'ai re9u yotre lettre, monsieur, ayec un plaisir 
yeritable. II est doux de ne pas etre oublie de ceux 
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dont on adme a conserver le souvenir. En me faisant 
Yos compliments, M. Liston m'avoit donne beancoap 
d'enrie ; assur^ment j'anrois ced^ k oe desir, mais j'ig- 
norois oil vous adresser ma lettre. 

Monsieur Wedderbum ne s'est pas presse de me 
rendre la Totre. II trouvoit que je logeois bien loin — 
cette commission ne Ini plaisoit pas trop, je crois. De 
men c6te, j'avois jure de ne pas le voir. Un de mes 
amis Touloit me I'amener. Proche comme une voisine, 
je m'informe de V&ge, de la figure, de F^aA de FetraA- 
g^r~^'eunej bienfait, spirituelt militaire^ et poU — et 
moi, de m'ecrier ** the devil take him !-' Cela feroit 
toumer la t^ k vingt femmes-*^ui S9ait si la mienne 
7 tiendroit ! En lisant votre lettre, j'ai bien ri de ma 
precaution. J'ai^ vu que Fami de Monsieur Hume 
etoit precisement ce beau colonel dont je lefusois la 
visite. 

II vous a £ut une belle querelle avec Faimable 
Mademoiselle Kiancour. Un esprit fiunilier me rap- 
porte tons ses discours. On m'a dit qu'il a dit — 
ecoutez bien, c'est im coquet— *il a dit que vous lui 
aviez dit — (voyez le petit bavard !) — que vous lui aviez 
dit de prendre garde & son coBur, qu'il venoit chez 
moi une tr^s jolie personne. Oh ! oh ! vous ne voulez, 
done, pas que Fon aime Mademoiselle de Riancour ? 
Hum ! vous m'avez bien Fair d'etre un jaloux, et c'est 
pour Faimer tout seul que vous faites peur aux autres. 
EUe m'a charg^e de vous assurer de sa sincere estime, 
et de vous dire qu'elle prefere toujours Monsieur 
Hume di tous ses compatriotes. Ceci est d'autant 
plus flatteur, qu elle en voit deux chez moi qui ont 
beaucoup de merite et d'esprit. Oh, mon Dieu ! non 
— je ne vois pas ma voisine. Je hais les commerces 
c^rdmonieux ou Famitie ne s'introduit jamais. La 
dissertation m'ennuye, et les femmes a bel esprit me 
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Bont toBt odienses, De la gatte, de la doueear — point 
d'affeotatioD de sentiment — ¥oiIa ce qiu ni'attache. 
Voms m'ldlez dixe cela est rare-*eh ! poait dn toot, 
pnisqne cela se trouTe. 

On m'a dift ime neuyelle— elle me fSiehe— elle me 
plait — j'en puis tirer un ayantage — je piais 7 perdre 
aassi. On pretend que Tons continuez FHistoire 
d'Angleterre — que yobs restez pour traTailler en 
Hberte. Si voas travaillez je tous lirai — Yoiik le cote 
geacieux de la nonrelle. Si vous travaillez k Londres, 
je ne vous verrai point. Rien de plus d^sagreable que 
eette incertitude^— elle Test d'autaot plus que j'esperois 
▼one voir bientot. Adieu, monsieur !--*portez-vou8 
bien^— -amusez^vous — ^n'oubliez pas les amis que vous 
avez en Fnance, et dans la foule ne me perdez jamais 
de vue. J^ai I'honneur d'etre, monsieur, avec tous les 
sentunens qui vous sent dus^ votre trte bumble ser- 
vaote, 

MaBIE RiCGOBOlfl. 

P.S. — Mademoiselle Biancolleti vous fait mille et 
mille tendres complimens, et vous prie de vous sou- 
venir qu'elle vous aime de tout son ccaur. 



Compliments— An allusion to one of her novels — Desires to be written to in 
Bnglish — A relstion of Fielding desirous to find her. 

En v^rit^, monsieur Je n'espere point que vousayez 
le loisir de cultiver mon amitie ; en bonne citoyenne 
je vous c^de k la nation, et ne vous veux pas assez de 
mal, pour vous souhaiter le terns ou le desir de visiter 
mon hermitage. Miss Jenny parottra enfin dans 
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quinze joars.^ VoiUt le reste, k une feoiUe pr^s. J*ai 
marque rendroit ou elle manque. Je vous prie de 
faire examiner k Londres toutes les parties, afin qu'on 
s'assure si elles sont completes. Vous aurez incessam- 
ment la feuille. II me reste k vous gronder. Pour 
qui me prenez-vous, s'il vous plait ? Quoi ! vous 
n'osez m'ecrire en Anglais ! — Croyez-vous que je 
ne Tentende pas ? Un parent de Monsieur Fielding 
m'a cberchee. II a ete chez mon libraire — il youloit 
me voir. Comme on me connoit un pen farouche, on 
n'a ose lui dire ou je logeois. Si ce n'est pas pour me 
devisager qu'il me yeut parler, et si vous S9avez qui 
c'est, je ne serois pas fach^e de le connottre. Adieu, 
monsieur! Quand vous aurez la petite feuille, tout 
sera dit, et notre commerce sera fini. II ne vous a 
pas fatigue. Diantre ! vous n'etes pas plus prolixe 
dans Yos billets que dans vos ecrits. Est-ce que je 
vous laisserai comme cela, tout en querellant ? Non. 
Je Yous embraaserai en courant pour ne pas voua 
deranger. 



3. 

Has been reading the History in English — Reflections on historical politic 
Descends from the immortal to her own trifles. 

J'ai pass^ rhiver a yous lire dans Yotre langue, 
monsieur, et j'ai fort admir^ THistoire d'Angleterre. 
On ne pent Stre plus Yrai dans ses reflexions, plus 
juste dans ses Yues, plus concis dans les suites, plus 
impartial dans les portraits. Ce liYre fait autant 

' Madame Riccoboni's noyels generally had English names. Of 
these were " Miss Jenny," in 4 vols ; '* Lettres de Miladi Catesby;" 
and another, which future minute literary investigators may possibly 
find it difficult to reconcile with bibliographical chronology, " Lettres 
de Fanny Butler," published in 1757. 
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d'honneur sl> votre ccaur quk votre esprit. On y voit 
Ilionnete homme aussi bien qae rhomme edaire. C'est 
dommage que les princes ne lisent pas ; ils appren- 
droient de yons qu'on pent etre un bon politique 
sans etre faux ni perfide ; et que I'art de bien gou- 
vemer n'est pas Tart de bien tromper. Apres avoir 
parle d'un ouyrage immortel, j'ai honte de jeter les 
yenx upon the stt^qne je vous envoie, mais je vous 
donne cette brochure, par politesse, pour vous montrer 
que je ne vous oublie point. J'ai Thonneur d'etre, 
monsieur, avec tons les sentimens qui tous sont dus, 
votre tr^s humble servante. 



XLVI. 
From BuFFON. 



Introduoes M. de Septch^nes to Hume— Begs to know what Tolomes Hume 
pooseeees of hie Natural Hktoryy that he may forward to him the others — 
Neither time nor distance can diminish his friendship— M. de Septch^nes 
one of the Secretaries of State to the yonng King. 

A MotObard en BtntrgognSy le 4 Aadt 1774. 

Monsieur, — C'est de bien loin que je me rappelle 
h votre souvenir ; mais comme je n'ai jamais oublie les 
marques d'amitie que vous m'avez donnees, et que 
j'ai toujours conserve pour vous, monsieur, les 
sentiments de la haute estime qui vous en sont 
dus, j'espdre que vous recevrez avec bonte la .re- 
commandation que je prends la liberte de vous faire 
aujourd'hui pour M. de SeptchSnes, qui vous re- 
mettra ma lettre : il doit faire un assez long sejour 

X 
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en Angleterre, et quoique deja tr^ instruit, oe n'est 
que poor s'iDstniire encore, et pour voir les hommes* 
tels que tous, monsieur — c'est<*iirdire» tout ce qui fait 
le plus d'honneur k votre nation — qu'il entreprend 
ce voyage. Je yous supplie done de raccueillir, et 
je Toufl aurai grande obligation de tout oe que tous 
auroE la bonte de faire en sa faveur. J'attends aussi 
de Totre amitie que vous me feres un mot de reponse, 
dans laquelle tous me marquerez les volumes que 
vous aveE de mon ouvrage sur I'histoire naturelle, 
afin que je puisse donner ordre k mon libraire de 
vous faire passer les volumes qui vous manquent. 
Je lis souvent les votres avec le plus grand plaisir, 
et ni I'eloignement ni le temps m'ont diminue les 
sentiments de mon amiti^ pour vous. Conservez- 
moi quelque part k la votre, et soyez persuade de 
rinviolable et respectueux attacbement avec lequel 
j'ai I'bonneur d'etre, monsieur, votre tr^ humble et 
tr^ obeissant serviteur, 

BUFFON. 

P.S. — M. de SeptchSnes est secretaire des com- 
mandemens k notre jeune monarque. 



XLVII. 

From Cr£billon (the younger). 

Coaplimentfl Hume on the toleranoe of his philosophy, aad propoees dedica- 
eating to him a romanoe, to appear rimultaneoasly in London and Paris — 
Dosiros, whether it ha?e the fortane to be read or not, that it be reoeired 
as a proof of regard. 

Le 23 Navemln^ 1763. 

Monsieur, — Ceux qui ue vous connoissent que par 
vos ouvrages, et qui ne S9avent pas combien il y a 
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de tolerance dans yotre philosophies me trouveroient 
bien ridicule d'oser vous adresser an roman ; mais 
Tons m'ayez pronve qu'il n 7 a rien dont le sage ne 
pnisse tirer parti — si ce n'est pour son instruction, 
du moins pour son amusement C'est done avec 
toute confiance que le frivole Crebillon adresse an 
philosophe Hume des lettres galantes — si cependant 
Ton pent donner ce titre k des lettres dans lesquelles, 
il 7 a ce me semble, fort pen de galanterie, mais ou 
partout on parle d'amour, et dont eette passion 
fait le fond. La bont^ ayec laquelle on a bien voulu 
accueillir en Angleterre quelques-uns de mes pr^e- 
dents ouvrages, m'a donne la hardiesse d'enY07er k 
Mr £lmsl7, libraire, quelques centaines de celui-ci. 
Quand on le lira k Londres j'ignorerai encore ce que 
Ton en pensera k Paris, car il paraitra en m^me terns 
dans les deux capitales. Je ne yous preriens pas sur 
le ton de ce lirre. Je vous mets H portee de juger 
de ce qu'il est, si toutes fois vos occupations vous per- 
mettront de Touvrir. Je crains tant qu'il ne vous 
ennu7e, que je suis tout pr^s de desirer que tous n'en 
8702 pas de loisir. Quelqa'il puisse £tre, je me 
flatte que vous voudrez bien le recevoir comme une 
preuve de tous les sentiments avec lesquels j'ai rhon- 
neur d'etre, et plus que personne, monsieur, votre tr^s 
humble et tr^ob^issant serviteur, 

Crebillon. 
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XLVIII. 
From the Abb^ Morellet. 



New edition of Beocaria on Crimes — Opinions on the author — A translatioii 
by himself of one of Lucian's Dialogues — His Prospectus of a Dictionary of 
Commerce — Political Economy — Difficulty of getting people to follow its 
abstract reasonings — The Rousseau question — Joins D' Alembert and 
D'Holbach in belieying that Hume must print — Rousseau characterised. 

PariSj le 8 Sept. 1766. 

Monsieur, et tres sublime, et tr^s cher, et tr6s 
aimable philosophe, je prens roccasion de vous ecrire 
de renvoi que je devois vous faire depuis loug-temps 
de la Douvelle edition Italienne du livre de delits de 
M. Beccaria. II m'a charge de vous en faire parvenir 
un exemplaire, ce que j'aurois du faire beaucoup plu- 
tot— et de vous t^moigner combien il est sensible au 
cas que vous avez fait de son ouvrage, et encourage 
par le bien que vous m en avez dit, et que je lui ai 
rendu fid^lement. J'ai joint a cela une traduction 
d'un dialogue de Lucien qui a ete inseree dans la 
Gazette Litteraire, et dont on m'a donne quelques 
exemplaires dr part. Comme Lucien est votre auteur 
favori, et que vous S9avez que je I'aime bien autaut 
que vous — si vous Stes content de cet ^hatitillon je 
ne suis point eloigne de le donner tout entier. J'en 
puis faire de temps en temps k mes heures perdues. 
J'en ai dejk fait plusieurs, et ce seroit pour moi une 
raison decisive pour continuer si je puis vous amuser 
par la quelques momens. C'est bien le moins que je 
cherche a vous rendre une petite partie du plaisir que 
vous m'avez donne. Je desirerois bien que vous 
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reveniez k Paris cet hiver, pour vous communiquer le 
prospectus de mon dictionnaire, et avoir votre juge- 
meut et tos conseils. J 'ai tres peu parle avec vous 
d'economie politique, parce qu'en general je n'aime pas 
beaucoup d'en parler, sur tout dans la society, ou Ton 
ne pent pas rassembler et suivre ses iddes avec Fex- 
actitude que demandent des mati^res si abstruses. 
Mais les ecrits s'entendent, et je serai bien flatte et 
bien reconnoissant si vous voulez jeter les yeux sur 
ce que j'ecrirai sur cette mati^re. Mon prospectus 
est un tres gros livre : sans cela je vous I'aurois en- 
voje*en roanuscrit. Si vous venez avant deux mois, 
je pourrai encore profiter de vos conseils parce que 
je ne commencerai k rimprimer qu'au mois de No- 
vembre. 

Je ne vous parle pas de* cette affaire de M. Rous- 
seau avec vous. Vous devez en avoir les oreilles rom- 
pues. Mon avis sur cela est le mdme que celui du 
baron et de M. D'Alembert. II me paroit necessaire 
que vous fassiez imprimer les pieces du procds : c'est- 
^-dire, les lettres — un petit recit qui les lie, semblable 
a celui que vous avez fait dans votre demi^re grande 
lettre a M. D'Alembert — et des remarques plus mons- 
treuses encore que celles que vous avez faites, et qui 
se presentent naturellement sur toutes ces lettres. Le 
tout sans le moindre mot insultant; et en affoiblissant 
a dessein toutes les expressions par lesquelles vous 
releverez les faussetes et les contradictions dont les 
lettres de Jean-Jacques sont pleines. II n'y a pour 
vous aucun inconvenient k cette publication. II est 
impossible que toute Tadresse du sophisme, et toute 
la chaleur de Feloquence colorent Textravagance ou 
la mechancete (je vous donne le choix) de sa conduite 
envers vous. Vous pouvez juger par moi de la force 
et de I'impression que doit faire la lecture de ces 
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pi^s. Voas saveK que j'etois attache k M. Rous- 
aeao, que j'estime meme pour le fond de aes idees 
beauooup plus queyoufh— en un mot, que j'etois un de 
aes devots le plus zeles. Mais il n'y a pas d'attaohe- 
ment qui tienne oontre dea traita pareila. Je voos 
aalue et voua embraase de tout mon ccdur. II est 
impoaaible d'ajouter I'eatime au reepect que je sens 
pour Youa. Je Toua prie de me donner quelque part 
dana rotre aouvenir et votre amitie. J'ai rhonneor 
d'etre, monsieur, votre trte humble et trte obeissant 
serriteur, 

L'AbbiS Morellet. 



Copies of m work lent, to bo diitribatod to Fnnklia, Adftm Smith, Robortaon, 
&o., appean to be the Proepectiu of aCommeroud Diotionary— The anxietj 
of the Ktenrj wori4 im Pane te H«iM'a relini-*Belieined lo bo ooeapiad in 
eomtiBiiinc hia Histoiy— -Suard tranalatiiig Robertaon— Litemiy news— 
TiiTgot— D^Alemberi— D'Holbaeh, &o. 

Le 16 Mai 1769, d Paris, Bm Colbert. 

Monsieur, — Voici une occasion de me rappeler k 
▼otre souyenir dont je profite avec empresaement. Mr 
Frances^ yeut biense charger de yousremettre qudquea 
exemplairea de Touyrage que je yiens de publier* 
Je me flatte que youa youdrez bien en presenter un de 
ma part k Mr Conway et en enyoyer k Mr Smith, Mr 
Tucker, Mr Robertson, et Mr Franklin de Phil^ 
delphie. £n le receyant de yotre main ils le jngeront 
peut-etre plus fayorablement. lis penseront au moina 
que youa ayez quelque eatime et quelque amitie pour 
lauteur, et leur suffrage et le yotre seroient la chose 
du monde qui me flatteroit le plus. J'eq)^ que 
voua me ferez la grace et Famitie de me lire- Je 

See tboTu, p, 162, where the same name appears to occur, bnt is 
dillmatly spelt. 
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crains bien de vous ennoyer. Je ne Toas apprendrai 
rien. VoiiB employez yotre temps plus utilemeiit» 
mais yens me ferez an grand plaisir auquel je serai 
infiniment sensible si tous vonlez me donner quelquei 
oonseils. Le volume que je Tons envoje est *le d^ 
yeloppement de mon plan. Dites-moi si mes dispo* 
sitions yous paroissent bonnes on mauyaises, oe que 
you8 crojez qu'on j pourroit changer. Si vous trouyez 
les notions que j'ai donnees de la yaleur, des monnoies, 
du change, des banques, &c.» objets sur lesquels je me 
suis permis une digression un peu etendue — si yous 
trouyezy dis-je, ces notions exactes, yous sayez bien 
qu'en m'obligeant ainsi yous obligerez beaucoup de 
nos amis, et en particulier M. D'Alembert, M. Turgot, 
M. le Baron D'Holbach, &c., et tous tant que nous 
sommes d'hommes de lettres, k qui vous ayez laisse 
un souyenir bien cher de yous. Quand yiendrez-yous 
jouir un pen de Tamitie de tant de gens qui yous 
regrettent ici ? Votre histoire, dit-on, yous retient. 
II est impossible d'avoir une meilleure raison que celle- 
\ky puisque il est impossible d'ayoir une occupation k la- 
quelle nous pouyons — ^nous et I'Europe enti^re — mettre 
plus d'interSt. M. Suard trayaille k traduire celle de 
yotre ami, et je suis bien-aise qu'elle soit tombee en 
de si bonnes mains. Je yous conseille fort de prendre 
la mSme precaution pour n'etre pas d^figure par nos 
mauyais tradueteurs. Je dois yous donner quelques 
nouyelles de yos amis: M. Turgot est a Paris, et se 
porte bien — D'Alembert k Marseillea Nous passons 
presque toutes les soirees ehez Mad. L'Espinasse, et 
nous parlous souyent de yous, et nous yous regrettons. 
Le Baron D'Holbacfa s'est jete k corps perdu dans 
la bibliomanie, et passe sa vie chez les libraires. Sa 
bibliotbeque deyient tous les jours riche. Madame 
Trudaine est tonjours bien languissante. Madame 
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Dupre est an pen revenue de la doulenr que la perte 
de M. Trudaine lui a causee : elle est a Bouiges chez 
son fils. Les Helvetius se portent bien. Je puia 
Yous faire les complimens et les amiti^ de tons ses 
gens-lsli, et je ne ferai que suivre leurs intentions. 
Adieu, monsieur. Rien ne pent me flatter d'avantage 
que quelque part dans votre souvenir et votre amitie, 
que je merite par les sentimens de respect, d'estime, 
et d'attachment avec lesquels je suis, monsieur, votre 
trte humble et tres obeissant serviteur. 



XLIX. 

From SuARD. 



Sends Targot's Edicts— Character of their author— His defects and want of 
adaptability to prejudices— His virtues and high qualities— The state of 
Hume's health— The Prince of Salm— The Marquise de Castiglione. 

A Laumn, 28 Mai 1776. 
MON CHER ET ILLUSTRE PHILOSOPHE, Je SUIS 

cbarge de vous faire tenir I'exemplaire ci-joiut des 
fameux edits de M. Turgot. Vous le connoissez, et 
par consequent vous I'estimez. Vous savez sa chute, 
et vous nous plaindrez : car quoiqu'il ne connut pas 
ainsi le monde et les affaires — qu'il e(it dans son opi- 
nion une opiniatrete, et une froideur pen propre k les 
faire adopter — qu'il crut beauconp trbp aise de ren- 
verser toutes les cboses etablies, et de chequer tons 
les prejuges re9us, pourvu qu'on ait raison; cepen- 
dant, il n'a ete nuUement regrette par une nation 
frivole et corrompue — un ministre vertueux, tree 
eclaire, parfaitement desinteresse, et n'ayant des pas- 
sions que le bien du peuple et la verite. 
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On in'apprend que vous voas trourez beancoup 
mieux des eaux de Bath, et que yotre conyaleBceDce 
fait des progr^s sensibles. Je m'en rejouis sinc^re- 
ment. Yotre conservation est ch^re k tout ce qui 
airae les lettres et la yertu ; elle Test ainsi d'ayantage 
a cenx qui yous ont connu, et que yous ayez honore 
de yotre amitie. 

Cette lettre vous sera envoyee par M. le Prince 
de Salm. II a un grand desir de vous connottre. II 
sent tout le prix du genie. Son rang est ce qui le 
distingue le moins. On ne peut pas reunir plus de 
douceur, de bonte, et de modestie a I'amour des lettres 
et de I'instruction. II voyage avec une jolie dame 
Italienne — Madame la Marquise de Castiglione, qui 
a encore plus de grace et d'esprit que de bonte, et 
dont la societe plaira a votre humaine philosophic, si 
votre sante vous permet d'en jouir. 

J'emporte avec plaisir d'Angleterre le souvenir 
d'avoir vu et embrasse le bon* et grand David Hume, 
et Tesperance de le revoir encore. Je me recommande 
k ses bontes et a son amitie ; et je le prie d'etre bien 
persuade qu'il n'a pas de plus tendre et de plus zele 
partisan de sa personne et de sa gloire. 

SUARD. 



L. 

From SiE Robert Liston. 

Lobs of his ezpeoted professorship at Parmay from his being a Protestant — 
His position and prospects — Looks forward, through Hume's interest, to a 
secretaryship of one of the minor legations — Question of trarelling tutor- 
ship. 

Over New Listen^ 22d Jufy 1768. 

Sib — I had your letter very lately, under cover from 
Sir Gilbert Elliott. I own I hardly expected the 
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Parmese would haye insisted upon haying a Roman 
Catholic for a professor, considering the difficulty of 
finding such a person. I should think it yery unrein 
sonahle in one of oar nniyersities to send to Italy for 
a person to teach them the language and the learning 
of that coantry, and to make a point of his being a 
Protestant. As to myself, I acknowledge I liked the 
scheme yery much. You would easily see so by my 
answer to your first letter. I belieye it is impossible, 
howeyer, that any thing of this kind can eyer haye 
any strong effect upon me. I liye yery easily at pre- 
sent ; and, in all my prospects towards the future, am 
much rather inclined to hope than to fear, and if no- 
thing occurs in the literary way, I can easily turn my- 
self to some employment of a different nature. Indeed, 
in the present case, a principal thing that pleased me 
was to find, by the preference that you gaye me, that 
I enjoyed your good opinion — and this I hope I shall 
ever possess. I am glad to think, too, that you may 
still haye it in your power to serve me, equally to 
wish,^ by recommending me, in the character of secre- 
tary, to some ambassador that may be sent to one of 
the small states in that country. This, however, I 
expect only in case application should happen to be 
made to you for a person in that quality. 

With regard to the scheme of a travelling governor, 
I do not know whether Mr Ruet has thrown a bar in 
the way, but it seems to go very ill on. Dr Drys- 
dale had formed a plan of sending his late charge, Mr 
Johns, along with me, if I had gone to Parma. His 
father, it seems, intends he should be a twelvemonth 
abroad ; and Dr Drysdale proposed he should be under 
my care during that time. The terms I intended to 
have made were, that, as Mr Johns would naturally 

^ SU in MS. 
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baye chosen to see eyery thing remarkable in France, 
and in the countries he might pass through, and as I 
should have been brought into yery considerable ex- 
pense by attending him, his father should bear my 
charges while I travelled on his son's account. This 
scheme, howerer, must now likewise be dropt. I for- 
bear mentioning the obligations you have laid me 
under, as J have a great aversion to making speeches 
of that kind. Were it possible to express my grati- 
tude other ways than by words, you would not, I hope, 
find me backward. If you should have occasion to 
write to me at any time, a letter will reach me soonest 
by being directed to the care of Mr Dickson, book- 
seller, near the Cross, Edinburgh. I am, dear sir, 
your most obedient and most obliged servant, 

ROBT. LiSTON. 



LI. 
From Professor Millar of Glasgow} 

Critioism on Adam Smith's style— Opinioiui on Free Trade — Law Questions. 

GluuffoWy Sunday. 

My dear Sir — I am afraid your criticisras on 
Smith's style are not altogether without foundation, 

' Some one has pat on the MS. of this letter a query, whether it 
was not sent to Hume's nephew, afterwards Baron Hume, rather than 
to himself. The query has heen naturally suggested by the former 
having survived the publication of " t'he Wealth of Nations " for so 
short a period. The letter is addressed — " To David Hume, Esq., St 
David's Street, New Town, Edinbui-gh." 
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though I think yoa rather seyere. There is some- 
thing in Smith's style that appears as ort^mo/ as there 
is in the thought ; and the one is exceedingly well 
adapted to the other. I own, however, that, notwith- 
standing all the pains he has taken, there are many of 
his positions which I have great difficulty in admit- 
ting, and some lyhere I am not sure in what latitude 
he means to establish them. In particular, his great 
leading opinion concerning the unbounded freedom of 
trade. I have but a vague notion how far it is true, or 
how far he means to say that it ought to be carried. 
I should be glad to know what is your view of this 
point. I admit that government should be cautious of 
regulating trade ; because those who direct the admin- 
istration are commonly but bad judges of those mat- 
ters ; so that when we talk of the wisdom of the 
nation, we often make use of a very violent figure of 
speech. I also admit that regulations with respect 
to trade are not easily enforced, and the attempt to 
enforce them is generally attended with much expense. 
But still, notwithstanding these two considerations, 
may there not be cases where a regulation of trade is 
proper ? I imagine the point must be determined in 
the affirmative or negatiye according as we find thai 
the interest of every merchant and manufacturer coin- 
cides in all cases with that of the public or other- 
wise. We may suppose that mercantile people will 
generally understand their own interest : and if their 
private interest always coincides with that of the 
public, they may be safely left to trade as they please. 
But I doubt whether there be not some branches of 
trade very profitable to the merchant which are hurt- 
ful to the public, or at least among different branches 
equally profitable to the private undertaker, there be 
not some much more beneficial to the public than 
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others. If this be true, then a regulation of trade 
must often be highly expedient. I shall figure one 
case. The question occurs, whether a trade of import- 
ing wines be more beneficial than another for import- 
ing raw material. The respective merchants in these 
branches will consider only their own profits, which 
may be greater in the wine trade than in the other, 
though the other seems more beneficial to the public. 
In this case, therefore, the good trade will be given 
up for a bad one, unless the government should inter- 
fere. Perhaps the instance I have pitched upon is 
not so good as some others that might be mentioned. 
You will observe that I am at present setting aside 
the case of infant manufactures, which Smith makes 
an exception to his general rule. I find I have got no 
time for the law questions you put, which I shall 
answer soon. Yours, 

J. Millar. 



LII. 

From Bishop Percy. 

1. 

The Northnmberland Household Book, and the notices of it in the History 
— Thinks Hame has been too severe in his remarks— Entreats him to recon- 
sider the subject — The Earl's honsekeeping vindicated from the charge of 
parsimony and imitating of the royal style — Deprecates severe expressions 
— Offers to furnish farther information. — PjS. Thinks that the vrhole of the 
Earl's donations to the poor should be mentioned, and not merely the groat 
to Our Lady of Walsingham. 

Northumberland House, January 5, 1772. 

Dear Sir — As I had the honour to be not unknown 
to you when you resided in London, I flatter myself 
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yoa will excuse the trouble I give you of a few lines 
on the subject of our Household Book, of which I 
have accidentally seen a short analysis, intended to 
appear in the new edition of your elegant History of 
England. I have that high opinion of your candour 
and impartiality, that if, upon retrospect, you should 
find any censure had escaped you which might appear 
a little too severe, I make no doubt but you would 
alter it, and remove any expression that might be 
offensive, or give pain to any individual, even though 
it might proceed from some degree of weakness in the 
patient. I own myself to have so much weakness as 
to have a partial fondness for this literary brat, and 
therefore cannot help soliciting, before it is loo late, 
that yon would give the subject a revisal, and not 
treat our old earl and his housekeeping quite so un- 
gently. I do not by any means desire that you should 
deviate one jot from truth or justice ; but I humbly 
apprehend that, consistent with both, you may place 
the whole subject in a more favourable light, and, 
upon a revisal, will find that tiiey rather demand it. 

I take for granted that, when you drew up this 
analysis, you had not seen what I have offered in vin- 
dication of the earl's housekeeping, in a preface and 
notes, which I have lately printed. I have desired Dr 
Blair to send you his copy ; and if you think a book 
worth your acceptance, I will take ao opportunity of 
forwarding one to you. 

I apprehend that, if you consider what I have urged 
in page viti., &c. of the preface, yon will find the 
allowance is more liberal than it might at first appear 
to you. You will tell me that I have not made any 
allowance for the fifty-seven strangers, which ought to 
be added to the earl's family. I have not ; but I pre- 
sume, if you make the proper deduction for the times, 
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in the year when the earl kept what is called his 
secret house, {L e. dismissing many of his serrants to 
their respectiye homes, lived in a more retired manner,) 
it will be found that my allotment is not very wide of 
the troth. You call the nianagement of the earFs 
family niggardly ; before this can be justly said, his 
allowance ought to be confronted with that of others 
of his own rank who lived at the same time. Because, 
what might appear extremely penurious now, might 
at that time have been exceedingly liberal. I should 
hope, from your candour and impartiality, that, unless 
you have strong convictions that the system which 
prevailed in this earFs household was more contracted 
and narrow than that of his contemporaries, you will 
drop all such expressions as seem peculiarly severe on 
him. I cannot now enter into a minute detail, because 
I write in haste, and have not time to consult the 
other household accounts, which are preserved in 
MS. in our libraries ; but I think I can venture to 
promise that, if you will only suspend your asperities 
till the next edition of your book, I will give you ample 
proof that there is nothing particularly rigid or penu- 
rious in this earl's establishments, but that, if com- 
pared with the general state of living in his time, it 
will be found by no means niggardly ; and that the 
imitation of the royal style was not assumed by^ or 
peculiar to him, but the usual form that universally 
prevailed among all the nobility long before and after. 
Sure I am, that I have seen many warrants and 
aj>paintments, both preceding and subsequent to the 
time of the Household Book, which all run in this 
form, though on subjects as trivial as the making of 
mustard. You have given one or two particular 
articles, viz., as relating to the capons ; but unless we 
know all the circumstances, we cannot judge whether 
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they were ridiculous or otherwise : there might (for 
aaght we know) have prevailed great abuses, which it 
was necessary to check by express prohibitions. No- 
body ought to reflect on the King; and yet there are, 
from time to time, established in his household par- 
ticular regulations in his name, on subjects as minute 
and trivial as any that occur in the Household Book. 
Even the general appointments of the linen, [?] candles, 
fuel, &c., for the several apartments, are given by long 
formal warrants, signed by the King's own hand. 

I hope, therefore, [you] will be so obliging as to 
review your Analysis, and drop whatever seems par- 
ticularly harsh or severe ; and if I can be a means of 
procuring you further information, to place the state of 
manners and domestic economy of that age in a more 
exact light, you may command the entire services of, 
sir, your most obedient and Tery faithful servant, 

Thos. Percy. 

P.S. — If you give an account of the earl's donations 
to the poor at his Maundy, (see p. 354,) I apprehend 
you will do more justice to the subject, as well as give 
more satisfaction to the reader, than by mentioning 
the single instance of the groat to Our Lady at Wal- 
singham; but, waiving all particulars, I leave the whole 
subject to your candour. 

I hope you will exert that quality in perusing this 
loose, ill-written letter, which I have not time to revise, 
or even reperuse, as the post is going away, and I was 
unwilling to lose a moment's time lest my application 
should come too late. 

If the above plea be admitted, I indulge hopes that 
you will not refuse even to cancel and reprint the 
Analysis. 
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Thaiiki Home for his attentioji to his reqaesi regarding the Houtehold Book, 
bat ftssares him the alterations will inTolye no saorifice of truth — Genealogy 
of the Earldom— Disprores Hector Boeoe's aeeonnt of the name of Percy 
— Begs him to rerise any passages which hare a personal application to the 
Earl — And prores that his household was conducted on a more liberal scale 
than that of others— Gires a list of his donations on Maundy-Thursday— 
Refen all to Hume's candour and impartiality. 

Northumberland Housey January 22, 1773. 

Dear Sib — I received the very obliging favour of 
your letter, than which nothing can be more candid 
and friendly. I beg you will be assured that I require 
no sacrifice of truth in complaisance to the old House- 
hold Book or its editor — ^not even of any part of your 
hypothesis, (though, I must confess, it is somewhat 
different from my own.) I apprehend that your general 
position will be as well, if not more strongly supported 
by treating this old Earl of Northumberland with a 
little more respect than by placing him in an unfavour- 
able light ; for if the want of the conveniences and 
comforts of life, which you think so apparent in that 
earl's household system, was merely owing to his own 
niggardly temper, it proves nothing for your point ; 
but if it was the established mode among all the prime 
nobility, then, indeed, you may draw general infer- 
ences from it. And the more exalted his rank and 
character are found to be, the more it strengthens your 
main argument. Without controverting in the least 
your leading opinion, I only beg the favour of you to 
revise your note, and to alter such passages as may 
appear (though perhaps to an inattentive reader) to 
bear hard, not upon the general state of manners in 
that age, which I am not concerned for, but against 
this particular household and family. And that you 
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will have time to make such alterations, I can assure 
you, dear sir ; for Mr Strachan told me this week that 
the new edition would not be fit for publication this 
month. 

In the first place, I think I have discovered merit 
enough in the old earl to entitle him to be mentioned 
in your note by name (viz. Henry Algernon Percy, 
fifth Earl of Northumberland,) for his patronising lite- 
rature and arts in an illiterate age certainly raises 
him above his contemporaries ; and here, by the 
by, let me just hint that the name is not, nor ever 
was, properly written Piercy. The first of the family, 
who came over at the Conquest, wrote his name 
Will^. de Percy (or rather de PercU) from the place of 
his residence in Normandy. Percy is the name at 
this day of a town in Lower Normandy, near St Lo, 
and probably was the original possession of the family. 
In Dugdale's Monasticon A nglicanum is preserved an 
ancient charter of this first Lord Percy, containing a 
grant of lands to the abbey of Whitby, in Yorkshire, 
founded by him, in which he writes his name himself 
Willielmus de Perci {vide vol. i. p. 72, 847.) I have 
now before me an original charter of his grandson, 
which begins with these words — ** W. de Perci omni- 
bus hominibus svis Francis et A nglisy salutemy^ &c. By 
degrees they dropt the de^ and wrote it uniformly 
Percy. As for the idle story of Hector Boetius, that 
this family bad the name of Piercy from piercing the 
eye of King Malcolm III. at the siege of Alnwick 
castle, it is a wild fable. There are charters extant 
of theirs with the name of De Percy before that event, 
and they had not the least connexion with, or interest 
in, Alnwick castle till two hundred years after King 
Malcolm's death, in the reign of King Edward I. This 
trifling digression I hope you will pardon ; for as to 
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the orthography of a name it is, after all, not worth 
a moment's consideration. 

What I would beg leave to recommend to your 
revisal. are all such passages [as] are capable of a 
personal application, and seem rather levelled at this 
earl, and his own mode of living, than at the general 
system which prevailed in his age. I beg that you 
will be pleased to consider what I have urged in my pre- 
face ; only, on the article of beer, &c., if you compare 
the allowance of malt here to the hogshead with what 
is mentioned in Harrison's Description of England, 
though more than half a century later, you will find 
this earFs establishment far more liberal. I question, 
however, whether the beer was any thing more than 
table-beer or small beer, the ordinary beverage, as 
appears from the daily allowance at meals ; and if so, 
it was as strong, or stronger, than is commonly now 
allowed in great houses. Strong beer is not said to 
have been used till a later period. (See Baker's 
Chronicle,) 

As for the groat to Walsingham monastery, it is 
easy to make any thing appear ridiculous. If that 
monastery had 4d. out of every nobleman's family in 
England, it amounted to no contemptible sum. I beg 
you will be so good as to sum up the particulars of 
the earl's donations to the poor on one single annual 
occasion, viz. on Maundy-Thursday, and compare it 
with what is at this day given by the King himself 
on the same occasion. Supposing this earl was forty 
years of age, he then gave to the poor — 

40 gowns and hoods (see p. 354.) 

40 shirts. 

40 trenchers with bread and meat. 

40 cups with wine. 

40 purses with 40 pence in each. 
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Beside a very costly robe, with fur, &c., worn by him- 
self, which he was to give the poorest man in the com- 
pany. If you compute the sum all this would amount 
to, and multiply them by eight, to raise them to the 
present value, you will judge the establishment in this 
respect was very noble. 

I presume the daily dole and allowance to the poor 
at the gate, though not mentioned, may be reasonably 
supposed, as all the old descriptions of ancient man- 
ners plainly mention this ; and no doubt many other 
particulars are suppressed necessary to enable us to 
judge decisively on the subject of this earl's economy 
or munificence. 

But I refer the whole to your candour and impar- 
tiality ; and if you do but allow yourself time to con- 
sider the several particulars maturely and properly, I 
am sure you can have no ground for dissatisfaction 
with, dear sir, yours, &c. &c. 



LIIL 
From Andrew Stuart. 



All oorrespondenoe dropped daring the prepantion of his ^ Letters to Lord 
Mansfield"— Dread of being dissaaded by his friends from the task he 
determined to execute— The subsequent silence attributable to dissipation 
and idleness — A meeting of friends in Baron Mure's house, and their 
opinion on the Letters — Effect of the excitement in &Tonr of his health and 
spirits — Chances of Lord Mansfield taking the matter up — Criticisms by 
Hume and others on the style and tone of the Letters. 

BerkeU^ Square, Uth March 1773. 

My dear Sir — After a silence of so many months, 
you are entitled to many apologies from me ; but (as 
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the sapposition happens to be very convenient for me) 
I shall beg leave to take it for granted that you would 
rather give me a full discharge of the debt than be 
troubled with the payment of it at present. Let it 
remain then as a matter to be settled between us at 
meeting. I shall only at present give you some sort 
of general notion of what sort of coin you are to be 
paid in.^ You are to be told, in the first place, that 
ever since my arrival in London my whole thoughts, 
and the greatest part of my time, have been dedicated 
to the Letters, which have lately appeared in print. 
This obliged me to give up all other correspondence. 
In this resolution I was confirmed by reflecting, that 
if I gave intimation to you, or to my other particular 
friends, of the determined resolution I had taken thus 
to address the Lord Chief-Justice, it would only have 
served to give you and my other friends a great deal 
of uneasiness and kind anxiety during the interval 
before the Letters appeared. It would probably have 
also produced various remonstrances tome against this 
measure ; and as my purpose was so fixed that no 
earthly consideration could have made me desist from 
what I have done, it was my duty to save my friends 
that trouble, and to spare their anxiety as much as in 
my power. 

As to my silence since the Letters were published, 
it may perhaps be a little more diflScult for me to 
justify it entirely; but as I am writing to one who, 
at the bottom of his heart, loves idleness and dissipa- 
tion as much as study or serious occupations, I shall 
make a fair confession, that dissipation and idleness 
— if the passing one's time in agreeable societies and 
amusements deserves these terms of reproach — have 
produced the irregularity in my correspondence for 
some weeks past. 
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To these scenes of dissipation I went with doable 
relish, as I had passed my time for so many preced- 
ing months in a very different style. 

The few letters I wrote were to our worthy friend 
the Baron/ which I knew was the same thing as 
writing to yourself. 

I have had the satisfaction to hear from him and 
others the warm part which my particular friends in 
Scotland have taken in my concerns upon this late 
emergency. The meeting of select friends in the 
baron's house within this fortnight I am well ac* 
quainted with ; and as I know the warm approbation 
which that chosen band of valuable friends, authors, 
and critics, bestowed upon a late publication, and 
upon the conduct of the author, it would be unpar- 
donable affectation in me were I to conceal how 
happy their approbation has made me. It would, in 
my mind, have been a sufficient counterpoise against 
the disapprobation of the rest of the world in this 
step, if such had been the fate of that publication ; 
but you will not be sorry to hear that there is no 
opportunity of bringing this declaration to the test. 
The reception given by the world here has not differed 
from that of my friends in the north : it has been 
such as has far exceeded my own expectations. From 
the success, I have strong reason to be conviDced that 
there is in this country a great fund of good nature, 
and of sympathy with those who have had to struggle 
with unmerited injuries, especially when the hardships 
complained of proceed from men high in office avail- 
ing themselves of their power to injure an indi- 
vidual. 

It will also give you pleasure to hear that the 
medicine I have thus taken in public has proved most 

' Baron Mure. 
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salataty to my health and spirits* I have not been 
so well for several years past as within these few 
weeksn It is a debt I owe to you and my other 
friends, who so often partook of my distresses, to 
make a trip to Scotland this summer, on purpose to 
share with you the sunshine and serenity I now enjoy, 
after the clouds have been dispelled. 

There have been various reports here, from time to 
time, of prosecutions and persecutions intended against 
me on account of this publication, and these accounts 
still continue to be circulated. From whatever quarter 
they come, the authors of them must be very ignorant 
if they imagine that I am not prepared for the worst 
that can happen, or if they think that their threaten- 
ings, even if carried into execution, could ever make 
me regret what I have done. If any thing serious is 
meant, it will probably take place in the course of a 
few weeks, or not at all. My own opinion is, that 
the persons attacked have too much good sense not to 
perceive that any measures taken for rendering the 
grounds of the attack more public, would be much 
more prejudicial to themselves than to the object of 
their resentment. 

The criticisms in the character of deputy, received 
soon after the publication, were of such a nature that 
there was no danger of my mistaking the author of 
them. I acknowledge the justness of all your obser- 
vations, and if there had been an opportunity of show- 
ing you those parts of the manuscript before they 
were printed, all due attention would have been paid 
to the criticisms with which you have now favoured 
me. I am sensible that those parts of the third 
Letter, which appear to you too minute, and tending 
to damp the attention of the reader, are truly liable 
to that observation ; yet in some measure it seemed 
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incumbent on me to enter into that detail. I shall 
not pretend to justify the length or extent of that 
detail, but I hare some hopes of being able to satisfy 
you, at meeting, that to have omitted it altogether 
would have been improper on my part, even though it 
may happen to be less interesting than the other parts 
of the Letters. 

Your objection to the word '' circumstantial" is ad- 
mitted to be just. If there shall be another edition — 
as to which I have taken no measures as yet, though 
much pressed to it— ;-it shall give place to the word 
circumstantial.^ 

I was told yesterday, that a very eminent critic 
here — who, upon the whole, is very partial to these 
Letters — has been at pains, however, to select the 
Scotticisms which appear in them, and that the number 
of them is very considerable. The person who ac- 
quainted me of this is, at my desire, to get me a com- 
plete list of them, which shall be forwarded to you, 
that I may have the benefit of your decision, from 
which I shall make no appeal, whatever the judgment 
may be. In a company of English critics where I 
happened to dine to-day, and to mention this disco- 
very of the Scotticisms, I pleaded in my defence, that 
it was not easy, scarce possible, for an inhabitant of 
the north of Tweed to avoid them : but this plea was 
overruled ; and, for the purpose of refuting me, the 
works of two of my best friends on the north of 
Tweed were appealed to as evidence against me — I 
mean Dr Robertson's and your own. I hope the fact 
is not true ; and therefore, if you are conscious of any 
Scotticisms in your own works, or in Dr Robertson's, 
it would be a kind thing to me, upon this occasion, to 

^ Sic in MS., but he evidently meant liere to insert another word 
as a substitute for '^ circumstantial." 
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faYoar me with a communication of them. If I can 
but suflEer in good company, I shall have no regret at 
being condemned for an offence of this nature. 

The compliance with this request is the only atone- 
ment Dr Robertson and you can make to me for all 
the abuse and opprobrious names which, I hear from 
all quarters, the doctor and you have bestowed upon 
me for interference with you in a branch of business 
to which I had never served a regular apprenticeship. 
I am credibly informed that you made no allowances 
even for the necessity I was under of attempting to 
interfere with you — such was the illiberality of your 
abuse. 

Notwithstanding all the revenge I have treasured 
up against you on this score, be assured that I am, 
with much esteem and affection, my dear sir, yours 
most sincerely, 

And^. Stuart. 



ExeiueB for not writing — Ocenp»tionB— Attendanoe at the House-^His own 
Election— His brother's Indian projects — Appearance of success in them — 
Appearance of family prosperity — Hume, who countenanced them in ad- 
versity, no longer bound in condstenoy to do so— Baron Mure—Sir John 
J^ringle. 

Berteky Square, lOth Jufy 1775. 

Dear Sir — If there is any merit in good inten- 
tions, I am entitled to much credit with you for 
having so often intended to write to you since my 
arrival here. I am afraid, however, that you and my 
other friends in Scotland, following the vulgar method 
of computation, give their correspondents credit only 
for letters actually received. If that is the case, I 
must acknowledge myself bankrupt in every quarter. 
It would be in vain for me to attempt a complete 
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justification ; bat there are some circumstanceB in the 
history of my life and occapation8» sinoe arriving here, 
which sboold induce yon and my other friends in the 
north to make large allowances for me as a bad 
correspondent. 

Besides the r^olar attendance on the House of 
Commons during the session, I have, since we parted 
in Scotland, been engaged in two interesting con- 
tests, which consumed much time and required a good 
deal of attention. The one relating to my own 
election — ^the other contest related to my brother, 
whose Indian plans have been a constant fund of 
anxious occupation to me for many months past. 
Thank God they are now brought to a happy conclu- 
sion ; but that has happened only within these few 
days. Many things were delayed or neglected by 
me till that was over, so much has it occupied my 
thoughts. 

I suppose that his perseverance and mine, in the 
pursuit of his Indian objects, after so many struggles 
and such repeated disappointments, has appeared to 
our friends in Scotland as nearly allied to obstinacy 
or folly. To tell the truth I was become quite sick 
of it, and was resolved to make this a dernier effort in 
that way, but to exert every nerve for attaining suc- 
cess in this last experiment. We have succeeded ; 
and there is reason to think it will turn out a 
very fine thing for him : but you can -hardly ima^ne 
how much labour, and what a variety of attentions 
have been requisite to bring matters to this bear- 
ing. 

He stands appointed second in command to the 
Company's troops at Madras, and to succeed to the 
command in chief on the death or resignation of the 
present commander-in-chief. Even while second in 



ANDREW STUART, 331 

command, I am told that the situation is a yery 
desirable one, as he will have the command of one 
of the brigades, with a suitable allowance; but 
there is this additional advantage in the step he has 
now got, that it makes him transferable to any part 
of India where the supreme council of Bengal may 
think proper to call him to in time of real service. 
The great difficulty, especially for an officer of a 
certain rank, is the first step in the Indian service; 
when that is once attained, the rugged part of his 
journey is over, and in what remains there are many 
agreeable prospects. 

I have ventured to trouble you with this detail, 
presuming from past experience that you are not 
indifferent to any thing that interests me strongly. 
But, perhaps, you are only the friend of the unfortu- 
nate, and we may have forfeited all title to your 
friendship by one or two prosperous events, which at 
length have fallen to our share. It must be owned 
that I have no title to reproach you with inconstancy 
should you happen now to alter, for the times in 
which I most experienced the fervour of your friendly 
zeal, were those when it was an established opinion 
with you, as well as with others of my friends, that I 
was bom under an unlucky planet, and that the por- 
tion allotted for me was a constant repetition of 
unsuccessful struggles or sinister events. 

If you choose to take the benefit of the law maxim 
'' that the one party is not to remain bound when the 
other is free," I must confess that you are no longer 
bound to pay any attention to me or to my con- 
cerns, now that I am emancipated from the state 
to which your dismal predictions had destined me. 
Let me only entreat you to remain constant until 
my acquaintance with my new friend Prosperity be 
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more firmly establiBhed than I have as yet reason to 
boast of ; for, after all» it is possible that this prosper- 
ous event of my brother's success, which at present 
pleases me so much, may turn out to be but a dream. 
It is still in the power of a general court of proprie- 
tors to overturn what has been established by the 
court of directors with so much unanimity. There 
is little probability indeed of this happening, for 
besides the chance that there will not be found nine 
proprietors malicious enough to call a court for that 
purpose, we have every reason to believe that, in a 
court of proprietors, we should now carry the point 
by a very splendid majority; having, besides the 
friends who formerly assisted my brother, obtained 
promises of assistance from all the great ones in 
this country who have any thing to say in Indian 
matters. 

Baron Mure, after passing some days here, during 
which time I had the pleasure of being much vnth 
him, set out for Oxford with his son last Friday. 
From thence he goes to Lord Bute's at Looten, and 
returns here the end of this or beginning of next 
week. It made me very happy to find our worthy 
friend in so good health and spirits ; that ugly fever, 
which gave us all such an alarm, has left no traces 
hurtful to his constitution. The travelling seems to 
agree with him. I am happy that he fled from the 
Court of Exchequer and from business this summer. 
Any little interest I may have with him shall be em- 
ployed to prevent you getting him too soon back, 
even though your whist party should happen to suffer 
by it. We have given the baron some lessons of 
whist here — ^you'll find him much improved on his 
return. 

Is there no chance of your following his example 
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by crossing the Tweed this sommer. The journey 
here, and passing some months in this place, would 
be of great advantage to yonr health and spirits ; and 
as we all know how much you stand in need of im- 
provement in the article of whist, it is the only chance 
you have of making some progress in the necessary 
branch of your education. 

Seriously, there is a genera] and most ardent wish 
of your friends here that you would lay aside your 
violent attachment to home, and once more revisit 
this part of the world. It is not merely from the 
desire of enjoying your society here, (though that de- 
sire too is very strong) but from an opinion that it 
would be of real service to your health and spirits, 
for we have frequently been made uneasy by reports 
that your health, of late, had not been so good as we 
wish. I dined lately in a company with Sir John 
Pringle and others of your friends, where this was 
the subject of conversation. Sir John expressed him- 
self very strongly of opinion that in every respect a 
jaunt to this place would be of great service to you. 
He was so full of it, that he said he would soon 
write to you en medicin as well as ame, strongly 
recommending to you to put your body in motion, to 
bend your course towards the capital, and to pass 
some months at least here with your friends. Lest 
he should forget to give it to you under his own hand, 
you may depend on the fidelity of this extract 
from his conversation. 

With regard to my own motions, if you have any 
curiosity about them, I must necessarily adhere to 
London and the environs, until my brother sets out 
for India ; for, till that period, there remains always 
the chance of a general court of proprietors being 
called, and as I can be of some use to him in that 
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way» you may believe it would make me miserable 
to be oat of reach on such an occasion. I mean, 
therefore, not to be above a day's journey from Lon- 
don till he sets out, v^hich will probably be- in 
September or October. After that I intend to pay a 
visit to my friends in Scotland. If you will favonr 
us with a visit before that time, you may command 
me at all hours and places within one day's reach of 
the capital. 

A.t beginning this letter I intended to have said 
something to you about American matters, though 
there is nothing very recent from that quarter ; but 
this conversation piece has drawn to much greater 
length than I was aware of, so must reserve America 
for another occasion. It would be a great feast to 
us to have an opportunity of talking over these mat- 
ters with you viva voce here. 

Compliments and best wishes to the circle of 
friends with you ; and believe me, with much truth 
and esteem, my dear sir, yours most affectionately. 



THE END. 
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FBOM THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION IN 1789, 
TO THE'RESTORATIOl^ OF THE BOURBONS IN 181& 
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COWTBirTS. 

ImraoDTOnoK— ProgreH of freedom in the world before the French RerolttttoD. 



CftAr. 1 1 

1. C6mpantive piogiow of freedom in Fnuiee 

andEoglud. 
8. Genend state of Franoe, and camee which 

prediiposed its people to resolution. 
8. Proximate canaee of the Revcdotion. 
4. From the meeting of the Stafeee-Oeneral to the 

Revolution. 
6. From the taking of the BartiUe to the revolt 

atVeraaiUes. 

6. Formation of a democratic oonstltntion. From 

the revolt at Venaillw to the oondnslon of 
the Constituent Anembly.— Oct. 7, 1789— 
Sept. 14» 1791. 

7. From the opening of the Legislative Aswmbly 

to the &]] of the monarchy.— Sept 14, 1791 
—August 10, 1793. 

8. French Republic: lh)m the dethronement to 

the death of Louis. 

9. State of Europe prior to the war, and causes 

which led to it. 

10. Campaign of 1792. 

11. French Republic : from the death of the Kfaig 

to the fan of the Otrondlsts. 

12. War in La Vend^ 

13. Campaign of 1793. 

14. Rdgn of Terror : from the ikil of the Girondists 

to the death of Danton.— June 2, 1793— 
March 31, 1794. 
16. Reign of Terror : frmn ^e death of Danton to 
the fan of Robespierre. 

16. Campaign of 1794. 

17. War in Fohmd. 

18. Close of campaign of 1795. 

19. French Republic: from the full of Robespierre 

to the establidunent of the Directory. 

20. Rise of Napoleon, and campaign of 1796 in 

Italy. 

21. Campaign of 1796 in Germany. 
S2L Jjitemal transactions and naval campaign of 

Great Britain in 1797. | 

23. Campaign of 1797 : (all of Venice. i 

24. Internal government of France: from the ,' 

establishment of the Directory to the Revo- 
lution of the 18th Fmctldor. 

25. From the peace of Campio Formio to the re- 

newal of the war.— Oct. 1797— March 1790. 



26. Expedition to Egypt 

27. Campaign of 1799 :'fhnn the renewal of the 
war to the battle of the Trsbbia. 

28. Campaign of 1799, part 2 : from the battle of the 
Trebbia to the conclusion of the campaign. 

29. Civil history of France : frx>m the Revolution 
of the 18th FnicUdor, to the seizure of su- 
preme power by Napoleon. — Sept 1797-* 
Nov. 1799. 

30. From the accession of Napoleon to the opening 
of the campaign of Marengo. 

3L Campaign of Marengo. 

32. Campaign of Hohenlinden : from the armistice 
of Alessandria to the peace of LuneviUev— < 
Jane 1800^Feb. 1801. 

33. From the peace of LunevUle to the dissolution 
of the Northern Maritime Confederacy.— 
Nov. 1799— May 1801. 

34. Expedition to Egypt : oonduslon of the war.— 
August 1799^-Oct 1801. 

85. Reconstruction d sodety in France by Na- 
poleon : ih>m the Continental peace to hb 
assumption of the hnperial crown. — Oct. 
1801— March 1804. 

36. Peace of Amiens: from tiie conclusion of hosti- 
lities to the renewal of the war.— Oct. 1801 
—May 1803. 

37. From the renewal of hostilities to tiie openbig 
of tiie Spanish war.— May 1803— Dec. 1804. 

38. Napoleon's assumption of the imperial throne, 
and conmation. — Jan. — Dec 1804. 

39. From the openbig of the war with Spain to the 
battieofTra&Igar. 

40. Campaign of Austerlits. 

41. The British finances, and Mr Pitt's system of 
financial policy. 

42. From the peace of Presbuig to the renewal of 
the Continental war. 

43. Campaign of Jena : fell of Prussia. 

44. Campaign of Eylau.— Dec 1806— March 1807. 

45. Domestic and foreign measures of Mr Fox's 
administration. 

46. Campaign of Frtedland, and peace of Tilsit 

47. General sketch of the British empire in India. 

48. Rise of India under CUve and Hastings.- 1750 
—1798. 

[CoBtlBwed. 
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Obav. 

40. AdmlnUntioii of Mwqnb WeUedqr, mnd flnt 

ftppMtfuioe of WelllDgtain. 
6a ConlliMntel Syitan, and imperial goTenment 

of N«pol«oii. 
61. BtttttementofBiirope aflw tlM fcrMty of TfUit. 

—July 1807— Ju. 1808. 
61. ProjilniAteauiMioftlMPeniiMulArww. 

63. The SponldiFMiiniuUtat the opening of ttw war. 

64. Napoleon't flnt dlHuten In Spain and PortugaL 
66b Irruption of Ni^raleon into Spain. 

60. Campaign of Abensberg, Landaliat, and Bcii- 

m nhl . 

67. Campaign of Afpem. 

68. War in the T^rol, Nottham Germany, and 

Poland. 

60. Campaign of Wagnm. 

00. Waldienn azpedltion— peaee of yienn»— ee- 
cond war In tlie Tyrol— dethrooenient of the 
Pope. 

61. Maritime war, and campaign of 1800 in Aragon 

and Catalonia. 
OS. Campaign of the Dooro andTUavam. 

05. Campaign of Toitm Vedrai. 

04. Domertlchiatory of Great Britain from 1800 to 
181S. 

06. Prooeedinga of the Cortea: war in the east of 

Spain.— Jan. 1810— Feb. 1818. 
08. Campaign of 1811 on the Portugueie frontier. 
67. Revolution in South America. 
88. First Invasion of Spain by Wellington.— Jan. 

—Nov. 1812. 
00. Sketch of the Turkish empire : war between 

the Ottomans and Ruaiians. 

70. Aooaakm of Bemadotte to the Swedisli throne, 

and causes which led to the Russian war of 
1818. [war. 

71. Deeeription of Russia, and preparations for the 



71 Advanee of Napoleon to Moscow. 

73. Retreat fkom Moaoow. 

74. ReeoiTOOtlon of Germany. 

76b Campaign of LQtxen and Baotaen. 

70. Liberation of Spain : campaign of Yitoiia. 

77. Campaign of the Pyrenees. 

78. Characters of Napoleon, Mniat, Nay, and 

Berthier. 
Tin AimlsttoeofPleswits. 
80. Campaign of Dresden. 
8L BattieofLeipsie. 
88. Deliverance of Germany. 

83. ForclngofthePyrBQees,andinTaaioikorFiaBfea 

by WeDington. 

84. Europe In armsagafaiat France. 

86. Last struggle of Napoleon fai Fnnoe : from 
the commencement of the campaign to the 
armiatioe of Lurigny. 

86. Campaign of 1814: firom the annlallce of Lu- 

signy to the battle of Laon. 

87. Campaign In Holland, Italy, and the aoathof 

France. 
8ft. Fall of Napoleon. 
81k Restoration of the Boari)ona,andooBdnitoi of 

the war. 
00b America, its physical, moral, and poUtical car- 



91. American war. 

98. Congreas of Vienna, and return at Napoleon 



93. Hundred Dayt, to the dose of tU batUo of 

Ligny. 

94. Battie of Waterloo. 

96b Second restoration of Louis, and death of Na- 
poleon. 

96. GSNBRAL IkOSX. 



Mow CJoBsptota, 

In One Volnme Oblong Crown, price £8, ISs. Od., bound in doth, nnlfbrm with the Seventh Edition of 
the HiaroKY, or on Large Paper, to range with the Octavo Editions, £8, 13s. Od. 

ATLAS TO ALISON'S HISTORY OF EUROPE. 

OOMmUCTSD AMD ARHAKOED, 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF MR ALISON, 

ALEXANDER KEITH JOHNSTON, F.R.Q.S., 

AUTHOB OF " THE KATIONAL," AKD EDITOB OV '* THE FHTBIOAX. ATLAB.** 



oovvavTs. 



Frontispiece, osplanatory of MOltaiy Terms. 

Vocaboiaiy of Military and Marine Terms. 

Map of Europe, illustrating the Period embiaosd 

by the Htetory. 
Paili at tiie Outbreak of the Revolution. 



The Netherlands, Ohutrating tha Campaigns of 

1798-6. 
Battle of Jemappes, Otti Not. 1798. 
France, illustrating the Campaigns of 1793. 
Battie of Neerwhiden, IStti March 1793. 



fl 
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Alias to Alison** Slctory of Biiropo — Contanli oonttBiied. 



BkceofToakm* 19th Dec 1793. 

Battles of Tourooing and Touraay, 18th to SSd 

]fajl7»4. 
BatOe of Fleorae, Saili June 1794. 
NoDTtfa Italy, Switxeriand, South Oeniiaay, &e., 

mnfltratiDfffbe Campaigna of 1798. 
Battles of Lonato and GastigUooe, 8d and 6th 

Ai«.179«. 
a^ of Mantua, 16th Sept. 1796. 
Battle of Ansole, 15th, 16th, and 17th Nov. 

1796, iBt and Sd I>4]r, 2 filkcetf . 
Battle of RiToli, 14th and 15th Jan. 1797. 
Battle of Ckpe Bt Yinoent, 14th Feb. 1797. 
Battle of Ckmperdown, 11th Oct 1797. 
Loirer Egypt and part of Syria, Campa^ of 

1798-180L 
Battle of the NOe, let Ang) 1796. 
Battle of Uoant Thabor, 16th April 1799. 
Battle of Stockach, 86th March 1799. 
Siege of Bt Jean d'Acre, 19th March to Slst 

May 1799. 
Battle of tbeTrebbb,18th,19th, and 90th June 1799. 
BatUe of NoyI, 15th Aug. 1799. 
BatUe of Zurich, 4th June 1799. 
Battle of Marengo, 14th June 1800, 2 Sheet*. 
Battle of HohenUnden, Sd Dec. 1800, 2 SheeU. 
Battto of Alexandria, 21xt March 1801. 
Battle of Copenhagen, 2d April 180L 
Map of India, to lllnstrale the Campaigns from 

1799tol806L 
Capitulation of Uhn, 20th Oct 1805. 
Battle of Tra&lgar, 2l8t October 1806, 2 fi»«ee«. 
Battto of Austeriits, 2d Dec. 180& 
Sooth Italy, fflustrattng the Invasion of Naples, 

Sic, 1806; and cnbvged Map of the Uand 

of Elba. 
Ptussia and Poland, to fflnstrato the Campaign of 

1806. 
Battle of Jena, 14th Oct 1806. 
Battle of Auentadt, 14th Oct. 1806. 
Battle of Pnltusk, 96th Dec. 1806. 
Battle of Preuasiach-Eylan, 8th Feb. 1807, 2 OUeti. 
Battle of Heflaberg, 10th June 1807. 
Battle of Friedland, 14th June 1807. 
Spain and Portugal, to illustrate the Campatgns 

of 1806,^0. 
Sieges of Saragoam, 1806, 1809. 
Battto of Medfaia de Rto Seoo, 14th June 1806. 
Battto of Yimeira, 21st Aug. 1808. 
Map of Tnrkay, for Campaigna 1807-1812. 
Battto of Abensberg, 90th April 1809. 
Battto of Bchmuhl, 82d April 1809. 
Battle of Aspem or EssUng, list and 29d May 

1809, 2 SkeeU, 
Battteof Wagram, 6th and 6th July 1809, 2SA«8<r. 



Battto of Talavera de la lUyna, 87th and a8th 

July 1809. 
Biittle of Ocana, 19th Not. 1809. 
Siege of Gerona, 6th May 1809. 
Fortifications of Ciudad Rodrigo, explanatory of 

the Sieges in July 1810, and Jan. 1818. 
Siege of Badi^k»» 17th March to 6th April 1818. 
Siege of Tarragona, 4th Bfay to SOth June 1811. 
Battle of Albuera, 16th May 1811. 
Battle of Salamanca, 82d July 1812. 
Part of Russia, to iUnstrato the Campaign ofl812. 
Battles of Smolensko and Yaltelina, 17th, 18th, 

and 19th Aug. 1812. 
Battto of Borodtoo, 7th Sept 1812L 
Biage of the Castle of Burgos, 10th Sept to 2Ut 

Oct. 1812. 
Battle of Bfalo-Jarodawlto, 24th October 1818. 
Battles of Krasnol, 16th, 17th, and 18th Nov. 1812. 
Battle of the Beresbia, 35th Nov. and foUowing 

days, 1812. 
Map of part of North America, to illustrate the 

Naval and MiUtary Events of 1812-13-14. 
Battle of Ltktxen, 2d May 1819L 
Battle of Bautxen, 20th and 21st May 1813. 
Battle of Yltoria, 21st June 1813. 
Map of part of the Pyrenees, to lUastrato the 

Campaign of 1813. 
Battto of Dresden, 26th and 27th Aug. 1813. 
Battle of the Katabach, 26tb Aug. 1818. 
Battle of Culm, 29th Aug. 1813 ; enlaiged Map 

of Saxony, &c. 
Battles of Oros Beeren and Dennewitx, 23d Aug. 

and 6th Sept 1813. 
Siege of San Sebastian, June to Sept 1813. 
Battle of Leipsic, 16th, 17th, 18th, and 19th Oct 

1813, 28heett. 
Battto of Hanan, 30th Oct 1813. 
Battto of the NiveDe, 10th Nov. 1813. 
Battto of La Rothite«, Ut Feb. 1814. 
Map of Part of France and Belgium, to fllustrato 

Campaigns 1814-16. 
Battle of MontmiraU, 11th Feb. 1814. 
Battles of Champanbert and Yanchamps, 10th and 

14th Feb. 1814. 
Battto of Craone, 7th March 1814. 
Battle of Laon, 9th March 1814. 
Battles of Arcls-sur- Aube and Fire-Champenoise, 

21st and 26th March 1814. 
Battto of the Environs of Paris, SOth March 1814. 
BatUe of Toulouse, 10th April 1814. 
BatUe of Q,uatre Bras, 16Ui June 1816. 
Battto of Ligny, 16th JOne 1815. 
BatUe of Wavree, 18Ui and 19tti June 1816. 
Battie of Waterloo, laih June 1816. 

Morning of Uie Battto and Crisis. 8 Sheett. 
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In Om Volttme, poH Boo, pne$ 7«. 6d^ bcmnd m doA, 

EPITOME 

OF 

ALISON'S HISTORY OF EUROPE. 

FROM THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE FRENCH REYOLUTION IN 1780 
TO THE RESTORATION OF THE BOURBONS IN 181& 

FOR THE USE OF SCHOOLS AND YOUNQ PERSONS. 

THS 8BC0ND XD I T.I ON. 



** Gi«Bt CK9 bM htt&a taken to rataln meatkm of all tbo material &cti in tha work, bnt to dirall a| 
length on auch only as were likely to inteiwt youthful minds, and impreas the great moral and religious 
principles which it was the object of the Author to illustrate by his narrative. A Chronological Table has 
been subjoined of all the principal events, whidi will be found of use in impressing them upon the me- 
mory, and giving aoonect idea of the order in which they succeeded each other, even to tboee of mors 
advanced yeara In a word, nothing has been omitted irtildi could reader tlie EriTom suitable for the 
purpoeefor which it was intended— that of combining historical information, on a period of unexampled 
interest and importance, with thoee stUlmore valuable moral tenths which may be deduced alike from 
the transactions of men and the works of oaiun.**— Extract fivm AdverttMmeiU bp Mr AUton. 



covxawTS. 

L INTBODUOnON — ^MSETINO OF THE STATE80BNZBAL, 1789, TO THX DEATH OV 
THE KISQ, 1798. 
the com< 



1. State of France and England at 

mencement of the Revolution. 

2. Causes hi Franca which predisposed to Revo- 



3. States-Genersl— Natkmal Assembly ^-Goosti. 
tuent Assembly. 

4. Legislative Assembly— &I1 of the monarchy^ 
the September maseacres. 

& National Convention— execution of the King. 

n. FBOM THE OPENTKO OF THE WAR, 1792, TO THE ESTABL1BHME>^ OF 
THE BIBECTORT, 1795. 



1. State Of BoTope prior to the conunencement Of 

the war. 
a. Campaign of 1792. 
& FaU of the Girondists. 

4. Campaign of 1793. 

5. War inla Tendde. 

8. Reign of Terror— execution of the Queen 
Marie-Antofaiettfr— and of Oanton. 



7. Reignof Terror-4UIofRobe>pien«L 

& Internal state of France during the Reign of 

Terror. 
9. War hi Poland. 

10. Campaign of 1794 

IL Campaign of 179& 

12. Establishment of the Directory. 



nL FROM THE EBTABUBHlfSNT OF THE DIRECTORY TO THE SEIZURE OF FOWEB 
BY THE FIRST CONSUL. — 1795-99. 



1. Campaign of 1796 in Germany. 

2. Italian campaign of 1796-7. 

3' Internal transactions, and naval campaign of 

Great Britahi tai 1797. 
4. Campaign of 1797<'1U1 of Venice— treaty of 

Campo Foimio. 



6. Expedition to Egypt. 

0. Establishment of the affiliated repuUict. 

7. Campaign of 1799. 

8. Internal state of France— the Directory— re- 

turn of Buonaparte from Egyp t e le c ted 
FhvtConsuL 



lY. FROM BU0KAPARTE*8 ELECTION TO THE COMSULATB TO HIS ASBUMFTION OF 
THE IMPEVAL CROWN.— 1799-1804. 



1. Measures of France and Britain. 

2. Campaign in Germany and Italy— armistices 

of Fandorf and A lessandria. 

3. Campaign of Uohenllnden— peace of Luneville. 

4. Ttie Korthem Maritime Confederacy. 

6. British expedition to Egypt — ^peaoe of Amiens. 



6. Reconstruction of society hi France by Buona- 

parte. 

7. Revolt of St Domingo — aflBiiated republics 

reorganised— rupture between France and 
Britain. 

8. Napoleon's assumption of the imperial crown. 
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of AUflon's Hltloty of Boropo — Coatento contiiWMwI. 

T. FBOM THE BUFTURS 07 THE PEACE 07 AMIENS TO THE TBEATT OF TZIAIT. — 1803-7. 



1. Rcnevml of hostilittet^-raptura between Spain 

and En^and. 
8. Threatened Invasion of England— battle of 

Traial^r. 

3. Campaign of Auaterlitx. 

4. Joaeph Buonaparte nuule King of Naplea— 

TL FBOK THE OFENINa 07 THE PENHrSULAB WAB TO THE PEACE OF VIEITNA. — 1807-9. 



battle of Maidft-fonnaUon of tbe Rhenidi 

Confederacy. 
5 . Campaign of Jena— fidl of Pnaila* 
8. Campaign of Eyiau. 

7. Domestic and foieign measures of the British 

government. 

8. Battle of Friedland— peaoe of TQsit. 



X Continental ByBtem, and imperial government 

of Napoleon. 
9. The Copenhagen ezpedltioQ— war between 



S. Origin of the Peninsular war. 
4. Spanish war— battle of ConmniL 



6. Fresh war with Anstri*— batttes of Laodsbut 

andEchmuhl. 

8. Battie of Aspem. 

7. War in Tyrol, North Germany, and Poland. 
& Battle of Wagram. 

9. Walcheren expedition— second war in Tyrol- 

dethronement of the Pope. 



Vn. PENINSULAR WAR. — 1809-12. 

Maria Louisa — campaign of Toms- 
Yedias. ^^ 

4. Pwceedtegsof the C ortes w ar in Spain. 

5. Campaign of 1811 on the Portuguese frtmtier. 
8. First invasion of Spain by Wei 



1. Domestic histoiy of Great Britain from 1809 

tolBlS. 

2. Maritfane war, and campaign of 1809 in Por- 

tugal and Spain. 

3. Divoroe of Napoleon, and his marriage with 

ym. TUBKISH WAB — ^INVASION 07 BUSSIA — ^LIBERATION OF SPAIN. — 1808-13. 



1. War between the Ottomans and Russians, 

from 1808 to 1813: 
SL Accearion of Bemadotte to the Swedish throne 

—causes which led to tbe Russian war of 

1812. 

5. Advance of Napoleon to Moscow. 
4. Retreat from Moscow. 

6. Preparations of Napoleon for the final struggle. 



8. Resurrection of Germany— batties of Ltttaen 
and Bautzen. 

7. From the armistice of Pleswits to tbe renewal 

of the war. 

8. Renewal of the war— batties of Dresden and 

the Katxbach, of Culm and Dennewiu. 

9. Batties of Leipdcand Hanan. 

10. Campaign of 1813 In Spain— battie of Vitoria. 



IX. FROM THE INVASION OF FRANCE BT THE ALUES IN 1814 TO 
THE FINAL OVERTHROW OF NAPOLEON ^1816. 



war in the south of France— dissoIntiOD of 
the Congress of Chatillon. 
8. Loss of Italy— last struggle of Napoleon— fall 
of Paris. 

7. Fall of Napoleon— restoration of the Bour- 
bons. 

8. Congress of Tlenn*— return of Napoleon from 
Elba. 

tk Batties of Orthes and Toulouse— dose of the . 9. The Hundred Days— Napoleon's death. 

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF REMARKABLE EVENTS— 1789-1815. 



1. Battles of the Pyrenees— invasion of France 

by Wellington. 

2. Europe in arms against France. 

3. Campaign of 1814— battles of La Rothitoe, 

Champaubert, and Muntereau— armistice of 
Lnsigny. 

4. Congress of Chatillou— batties of Craone and 



This day is published, in Crown 4to, ^nce 7s* 

ATLAS TO THE EPITOME. 



CONTAININO COLOURED MAPS OF 



EuBOPW, showing the extent of France before the 
RevolntioD of 1789, and.at the height jof Napo- 
leon's power. 1813. 

Paris at thb Outbrbak of trb RxTOLunoN, 
1789. 

Thb Nbthbrlands, illustrating the campaigns of 
1792-6. 

Frakcb, illustrating the campaigns of 1793. 

North Italt, 8wrrzBRi.AirD, Soot'bObrmaiiy, 
&c., illustrating the campaigns of 1798. 



Lowm EoTPT ABO Part or Btria, J 

campaigns of 1798-1801. 
Pruabia & Poland, illustrating campaign of 1808. 
Spain and Portugal, to illustcate campaigns of 

1808. 
Part of Russia, illustrating campaign of 181S. 
Part or thb PVRBBBBa, illustrating campaign of 

1813. 
Parts of Francs and Bbloium, Illustrating 
of 1814.16. 
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THE MILITAKT LIFE OF JOHN DUKE OF MAKL- 

BOBOUOH. With Some Aeeoant of his Contamponriei. Bj Abchibi.ld Aloon, 
Eaq., F.R.a, Author of the <• Hiitozy of Eozopo.** In 8yo, price 18^, irith Map and 
Plana of Bata«e,&e. 



THE PRINCIPLES OF POPULATION, AND THEIB 

CONNEXION WITH HUMAN HAPPINESS. By Abchibald Alison, Eaqt^FJLS. 
Two volunea 8to, price dOa. 



ENGLAND IN 1815 AND IN 1845, AND THE MONE- 
TARY FAMINE OF 1847:or,a8iiffiei«it«Dd*CoiitiaetodCan«nex. ByAscBiBALD 
Alison, Eif, F.R.8. Fooitli Bdition, 8to, prie* li. 6d. 



FBEE-TEADE AND A FETTERED CUERENCT. B7 

AscHtBALD Alison, Eiq., F.B^ 8to, pries li, 6d. 



THE COURSE OF TIME. A POEM, IN TEN BOOKS. 

By RoBBftT PoixoK, M.A« A New Edition, being the Nineteenth, in amaU octavo, 
price 7t. 6d. 



THE POEMS AND BALLADS OF SCHILLER Trandated 

by Sir Edward Bulwbr Lttton, Bart With a Brief Sketch of Sehillerli lifo. In 
Two ▼olnmea crown 8to, price one guinea. 



DOMESTIC VERSES. By DELTA. In one Volume Fscap. 

8to, price 5>. bonnd in doth. 



THE CONFLICT OF LAWS OF ENGLAND AND SCOT- 
LAND. By John Hosack, Esq., of the Middle Temple, Barriiter-at-Law. Part I., 
price lOt. 6d., containing— The Law of Domicile. IL— Lsgitimaey. IIL~-Mami^e, and 
itB Effects on Property. 



ANCIENT AND MODERN ART, HISTORICAL AND 

CRITICAL. By Qboroi Clbghorn, Esq. of Weeuk In two Yolnmei faeap 8vo, price 
12a. Second Edition, corrected and enlarged. 



#tiMfK SUckfDood'^ ynlWfKrtffntf, 



THE ANGLER'S COMPANION TO THE RIVERS AND 

LOCHS OF SCX)TLAND. By Thomas Tod Stodda&t. Gontuning tli* Natonl 
Hiftory of the Trout uid Salmon : with Direction! for pneti«ing the Art of Rod-Piahing 
in «11 its yurietiea. To vhich is added, n Deeeription of the Angling StstionB where Sport 
and Aeeommodation are to he met with, aecompanied with a Map of Scotland constructed 
for this Work, and other Ulnstrstions. In poet 8yo, price lOs. 6d. 



LAYS OF THE DEER FOREST; with AN ESSAY ON 

DEER-STALKINO AND ROE-HUNTING: Notes of Remarkable Incidento in Fo- 
rest Sports, Traditions of the Clans, and Notices of Natoral History in the Deer Forest. 
By John Sobubki Stuakt and Chaklis Edward Stuabt. In two volumes, post 
8to, price 21s. 

HXJDSON'S BAT ; OR EVERT-DAY LIFE SCENES IN 

THE WILDS OF NORTH AMBKICA. By Bobcet M. Bau-amttni. Id erown 



CHEAP CDITIOm OF POPUUUl WORKS, UNIFORMLY PRINTED IN FOOUCAP OCTAVO. 



TOM CKINGLE'S LOG. 

THE CRUISE OF THE 
MIDQK 

EEQINALD DALTON. 



THE YOUTH AND MANHOOD 
OP CYRIL THORNTON. 

ADAM BLAIR— MATTHEW 
WALD. 

By th* Aotlior of « TiMm." 



LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF 
SCOTTISH LIFE. 

TRIALS OF MARGARET 
LYNDSAY. 

THE FORESTERS. 

THE UFEOF MANSIE 
WAUCH, TAILOR IN DAL- 
KEITH. 



THE SUBALTERN. 

VALERIUS; A ROMAN STORY. 

PENINSULAR SCENES AND 
SKETCHES. 

THE ADVENTURES 

OF SIR FRIZZLE PUMPKIN, 

NIGHTS AT MESS, &o. 



0(m» »bc1t(MMft'« VtMksUn*.. 



XLLUBTBATBD BT 

ROBERT WILLIAM BILLINGS, AND WILLIAM BURN, 
ARCHITECTS. 



THE FIRST VOLUME, INCLUDING PARTS L TO XV^ 



PriM in Madhun Qnarto, bandioaiely bound in doth, 
. . In ImperU Qnarto, do., 

.. in In^arU Qowto, IndiA Prooli, da. 




SUBJECTS ILLUSTRATED IN THIS VOLUME. 



BoETHwicK Cabtls, Edihbdkob. 
Kztorior View. 
Interior of the Oieat H«I1. 

CAIIBUSB.nHNSTH TOWBR, StIBLIJVO. 
CoRBTORrHIMB CrUBCH, EOINBUBOH. 

Bxtarior View, with Foreater't Tomb. 

ClL4IOMIU.BR CASTLB, EOINBUROH. 

Exterior View. 

Interior of the Keep. 
Crichton Ca8tlb» Edinbitroh. 

The Court-ynrd, North Side. 
Da East Side. 

Da Weet Side. 

Cricbtdr Church, Bdinburob. 

North-weit View. 
Dalmbny Church, Liituthoow. 

SoQth-eaet View. 

Entrance Doorway. 

Interior, looking East. 
DuitrRRMUNB Abbby, Fipb. 

Interior of the Nave. 

Norman Arcade hi the NavB. 

The Fratery and Abbey Gateway. 

Ruins of the Palace. 

Interior of the Porch. (Woodcut) 

Weet Front. (Woodcut.) 
Olasoow Catrrdrai., Laicark. 

South-west View. 

The Qhofa-, loolcing East. 

Central Part of the Crypt. 

Screen of the Choir. 

Two Views of the CrypL (Woodcuts.) 
Uasdinotoh Church, ILaddinoton. 

South-west View. 

View across the Transept. 

The Choir. (Woodcut) 
Hbriot'b Hospital, Edinburgh. 

Tlie Court-yard, East Sida 

Exterior View. 

Entnuioe Oateway. 

The Court.yard, West and North Sides. 

The Council* Room. 

Oeoiige Heriot's Goblet (Woodcut) 

HOLYROOD PaI^CB, EDINBURGH. 

View from St Anthony's Chapel. 

The Chapel-Royal — Salisbury Ci«j» In the 

Dbtanoe. 
The Chapel-Royal, West Front. 
The Chapel-Royal, Interior, lookhig East 
Arcade of the West F^ont (Woodcut) 
Arcade of the North Aisla (Woodcut) 



1 Kirkwall Catrroral, Orjkkbt. 
! North -weet View. 
I West End. 

The Nave, looking East 

The Choir. 

Panelling of Ead Plita1ck*s Pew In Chfiir. 

(Woodcut) 
South-east View. 
Ruins of tlie Bishop's Palace. 
Kirkwall, Earl's Palacb. 
Exterior View. 

Room in the Earl's Palace. (Woodcut) 
Linlithoow Church. 
South View. 
Interior of the Nave. 
The Western Docrway. (Woodcut) 
LiifLiTHoow Palacb. 
The Entrance Gateway. 
The Court-yard and Fonntaio. 
The Parliament Hall. 
Staircase and (^een Margaret's Bower. 
Btaircaae in the South-east Angle of Ooort- 
yard. (Woodcut) 

MORAT HOUBR, EoiNBUROO. 

Drawlng-Room Ceiling. 

Exterior View. (Woodcut) 
Noltland Castlb, WBeniAY, Orknry. 
Parllambnt Houbb, Edinburgh. 

Interior. 
St Gilrs' Catrrdral, Eoinburbb. 

Interior View. 

The Lantern. 

The Choir. 

DoorwRy. (Woodcut) 
St Margarbt's Wbll, Edinburgh. 
SnRLtNO Cabtlb. 

The Court-vard. 

The Earl of Mar's Housa 

Aigyle's House. 

Court-yard of Argyle's Housa (Woodcut) 
Stirling Church. The ChanceL 
Trinity Collbob Church, Edinburgh. 

South-west View. 

Interior View. 

North Aisle. (Woodcut) 
Wintoun Houbb, Haddington. 

Exterior View. 

The Drawing-room. 

King Charles' Room. 

Window Head. (Woodcut) 



Publishing in Monthly Paris, each containing Four large Engravings on Steel, and One or mon 

Woodcuts, with Letterpreei Description, price in Medium 4to, •■. iui.| in Imperial 4to, 4e. each. 

Imperial 4to, India Proo&, Os. each. A few copies have been printed on Laiige P^per, India Prooft 

an4 Etchings, price Us. tRcb. 

[CoMtbsaed. 



'% 



BABONIAL Aim ECCLESIASTICAL ANTIQUITIES OF SCOTLAND. 



PART XVi. ST ANDREWS. 

Wtift Front of tteCtfhednL 

CluDcfa of 8ft B^gnlDa, and Bute of th» G»- •, 



PART XIX. — DUNBLANE CATHEDRAL. 



tbtdaL 
Tlw Colkce Chorefa. 
BUwp Kannedy's Tank 

PART XVIL--GLASQOW UNIVERSITY. 



8tiircM» in tiM Oufar Court. 
Innor Court. 

GLASGOW CATHEDRAL. 
Interior of thoNftTa 
Engnvlng on Wood of Oat« Court of 
Uninni^. 

PART XVIil. — ^ABERBROTHOGK ABBEY. 

Woitom Entnnoau 

Interior of thaNarou 

Sooth T^anieptand Chapter-Hoaie. 

Tha THforinm ov«r tka WaiteraDoorwaj. 

EngnTingon Wood of tha Abbfj Oatawaj. 



Tha Sooth Side of tha Nav<»— Exterior. 
Booth-east View. 

Interior of tha Nare, looking Woet 
EngmTing on Wood of Ancient Stall Seata. 
PART XX. 

Tha Chnvcfa Tower, Dundoa. 

Gaetia Hnntij, Pertl»Ura 

The Boond Tower and Choith, Brediin. 

Rnthven CaitleXHuntlngtower), Perthihira. 

PART XXI. — PAISLEY ABBEY. 

North Tiew. 

Wert Front. 

Tha NaTe, looUng Weet 

IhaSoondingAlda. 
PART XXIL 

Chnrdi of St Moaanoe, Exterior. 
„ „ Interior. 

Qoeen Maiy'i Room, Holyrood Palaoa. 

Baatam Yiew of oia^ow CathadraL 

EngntTfagon Wood of Sadilia in the Ghota- of 
Fsaldaj Abbqr* 



THB POLLOWING ILLUSTRATIONS If AT BM HAD 8BPA&ATU.T :- 



HOLYROOO. 
View from St Anthony's ChapaL— Quaen Maxy's 
Boom.->Tha Chapel Royal, Salisbury Crags In 
tha distanoa.— Tha Chapel Royal, Wert Front.— 
The Chapal-R(^, Interior, 
SiHargBvrt^WeU, Interior. With 
Price 3t,9dL 

GLASGOW CATHEDRAL. 
Soath-Wert Tlaw, Exterior.— The Choir, look- 
higEastv— Central part of tha CiypL Screen of 
tha Choir.— Interior of the Nave.— The Lady 
ChapeL—Eart View, Exterior. With Dt$criplion, 
Prieeit. 

DUNFERMLINE ABBEY. 
North aide and Western Tower.— Interior of the 
Nave. — ^Norman Aroadein the Nave. — ^Tbe Refee- 
tory and Ahbsiy Gataway.^Rnina of tha Palace. 
WiA Ducripli4m, Price 3e, 



STIRLING. 
Coort-yard of Palace:— Earl of Uar's House.— 
Axgyle's House. — Stirling Church.— Cambuaken- 
neth Tower. With DetcripHon^ Price U. 

LINLITHGOW. 

Entrance Gataway of Palace. — C6art-yard and 

Fountahi.— Tha ParUament HalL— Stafai»sa and 

Quean Margaret's Bower.— South Yiew of Church. 

—Interior of the Nave. WiA DeecHplioH, Price 

HERIOT'S HOSPITAL. 
The Court-yard, East Side.— Ditto, Wert and 
North sides.— Exterior Ytow.— Entrance Gateway. 
—The Council Room. With Description, Price 3#. 

KIRKWALL. 

Cathedral, North-west View.— South-eart Yiew. 

— WM End.— The Nave.— The Choir.— Tha Hi- 

shop's Pafausa. — The Eari's FahMM..— Nolthmd 

Cartla, WeaHmy. With DeteripUm, Price 4$, ed. 



J% Imperial FoKa, ffa^-iomd Mmmia^ Price £S, 8i. 

THE NATIONAL ATLAS 

or 

HISTORICAL, COMMERCIAL, AND POLITICAL 
GEOGRAPHY, 

FROM THE MOST BECENT AND AUTHENTIC SOURCES ; 

A nmw BDinoa, wm 

AM INDEX OF UPWARDS OF FOURTEEN THOUSAND NAUEB OF PLACES, 

COMPILED FROM THE MAPa 
BT 

ALEXANDER KEITH JOHNSTON. F.R.G.S. 

•aosEAraim at mornvrnQK nr okoemabt to im majcitt. 



Tbb National Atlas is respectfUly recommended to pablic attentioii— 

L Am hemg the only Atia$^ an ii barge eoale^ which ha$ been prqfeded m 
Britain for several years past. 

n. As embodying information connected with General Geography^ Com- 
merce^ StaHsticSj History ^ Namgation, and Physics. 

TJL As being a worh which has received the cordial approval of Ike most 
Eminent Men of Science in the country^ as well as of the more if^ftu/ential 
CrittcalJoumals, 

rV. As being accompanied by an Index prepared espressily for the Work, 
and based ignm theMt^ themselves. 



** HftTing examined muxj of the Mape of the Natiimal AHaSy 1 hvre no hentation ia 
■tying that the^ are aa accurate in their geographical detaila aa they are beaotifol in their 
ozeeution.*^— iScr Daoid Brewiter. 

«< The NaOonal AHa$ Ii tnily a tplendid pohlieation, and folly deierrea sot only the 
diatlnctive name it heara, but alio national patronage.*^— Zt^srofy Gauttt. 



aoeoracy 



So far «■ I have yet examined the Natiomd Atfae^ it is. In beanfyof exeentioB and 
■acy of detail, unn vailed in this, and, I believe, in any other conntiy.^^Pr^^^iaor T^tnKL 



iHciWtK Vbctooo^'0 y tAUc«tioiiii» 



AT WHOBB SUOOasnOV THX WO&X WAS OUGINALLY UHOCKTAKBIT. 



THE PHYSICAL ATLAS; 

A SXEIS8 OP MAPS AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF THB 

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF NATURAL PHENOMENA; 

SMfimACIWO 

I. GEOLOGY. — II. HYDROGRAPHY. — III. METEOROLOGY^ — IV. NATURAL HISTORY. 

BY 

ALEXANDER KEITH JOHNSTON, F.R.G.8., 

«BOO&APHBm AT ■OnrBUKOH III ORDZRABT TO HBK MAJBSTT. 

WITH THB CO-OPUULTION AND A6SI8TANCX OF MEN BMINSNT IN THB DIFFBBBNT 

DBPARTMBNT8 OF 8CIENCB. 

I ttr MorvMO* PviM ClOt lOi. 



OPINIONS REGARDING THE PHYSICAL ATLAa 



From the Bahon Albxakdbb Yon Humboldt. 

**I luT« &lt very sensibly the mark of esteem 
Yoa have Bcoorded me, in placing my name at the 
head of your excellent work. 

** Be pleased to accept in retun the tepresslon 
of my live^ and affectkmate gratitude. You 
have rendered a most essential service to the dis- 
semination of a knowledge of CkMsnography. 

** The execution of the plates corresponds, fai the 
elegance and perspicuity of the engraving, with the 
sdentiiic solidity of the materials. Two copies of 
the Physical Atlas, complete and bound, are de- 



dred for the private libniy of the King of 
Have the goodness to addrsss them to M. le Cheva- 
lier Hansen, Prussian Mtaiister at London, who 
will pey for them. I also b«g of you to add /or UK 
Part VI., which isawanting. 

" Accept, I pray you, the expNeaion of my most 
distinguished consideration.** 



From Mbb Sombkv'iu.b, Author of ** Phyrical 
Geography," dfco. 
" I am at a loss how to express my f^rateful ac- 
knowledgment to you for the copy of the splendid 
Phyiical Athw, which you have so kindly sent to 
ma. I beg to assure you that I appreciate it highly, 
but not more than the admirable execution of so 
difficult and arduous a work merits. I have only 
to rsgret that, firom having been atwoad, I was not 
aware of the rich store of information, on a subject 
■0 inleresting to me, which your Atlas contains.'* 



The LOBDB OF THB Admibaltt. 
**I m commanded by their Lordships to ac- 
quaint yon, that iheiy are fully sensIUe of the hige- 
noity and extensive informatton diq>h^ed in this 
Atlas ; and tb^y request that two more copies may 
be forwarded, which th^ intend to supp^ to the 
Royal Naval Co11c«b at Portsmouth." 



" QUAKTBKLY Rbtxbw," Sept. 1848. 

"We know no work oontafaiing soch eoploas 
and exact information as to all the physical cir- 
cumstances of the earth on which we live, nor any 
of which the methods are so well fitted for the in- 
struction of thoee who come ignorantly to the sub- 
ject.** 



From the Baboh Yob Boch. 

** Yon have renewed, by this mark of your Und- 
nees, the admiration I have always felt for this so 
highly useful wdtk. Indispensable to every one 
occupied in studying the great featurss of the earth. 
It is very gratifying to see the taste and nerfection 
in the execution of your maps ; and, thanks to that 
emhient naturalist, Edward Forbes, vou have given 
I a map of Bn^and, so rich in fkcts, that it will bea 
continued source of study and reflection. Your 
Atlas will do more benefit to the real knowledge of 
our pbmet. In all its relations, than all the mon- 
strous Encyclopedic, Cydopedist, and Libraries of 
Useful Knowledge could effect. 

** You will receive, witli benevolence, my hearty 
thanks for your undertaking, and fur your kindness 
in having sent it to ma." 



The PBBSXOBirr or tbb Royal Gboobaphical 

SOCXBTY. 

•' The beauty of the exeoution of Mr Johnston's 
maps is commensurate with the intrinsic faspor- 
tanoe of their matter. When such works are pub- 
lished for the furtherance of sdence, we are happy 
to announce them with the praise which Is their 
due ; and we heartily wish that Mr Johnston may 
reap the Just reward of his enterprise. The exe- 
cution of the maps is beyond all praise.** 



0M*t* VUtkfMcD'K y^Kcatimm. 



WOBES BT D. B. EAT. 



I. 

To he PMmked m January. 

THE SCIENCE OF THOSE PROPORTIONS 

HUMAN HEAD AND^COUNTENANCE, 
ANCIENT GREEK ART, 

ARE DISTINGUISHED FROM THOSE OF ORDINARY NATURE. 
■oiral O«arto» wUb Tw —Ij im M v Plates. 

n. 

FIftST PRINCIPIES OF SYMMETRICA! BEAUTY. 

In Snudl OctoYO. With One Handnd lUiutrativePktM. Price 6b. 
in. 

THE PMNCIPIES OF BEAUTY IN COIOUftlNG. 

With Coloured Examples. Elegantly bound in doth. Price 21b. 

A NOMENCIATUEE OF COIOUKS, &c. 

With Coloured Examplee. Seoond Edition. Price SSb. 
V. 

AN ESSAY ON ORNAMENTAL DESIGN. 

Oblong Folio. 57 PUtOB and Numerous Woodcuts. Price £2, S^ 

PROPORTION, OR THE^GEOMETRIC PRINCIPLE 

OF BEAUTY ANALYSED. 

Quarto. 17 Platw ind 38 Woodeati. Price 35i, 
vn. 

THE NATDKAI PRINCIPIES AND ANALOGY 

OF THE HARMONY OF FORM. 
Quarto. 18 Plates and numerouB Woodcuts. Price 158, 

vm. 

THE lAWS OF HARMONIOUS COLOURINe 

ADAPTED TO INTERIOR DECORATIONS. 

Sixth Edition. PoBt OcUvo. Price 6b. 6d. 



iVbMni VbdfMob'* ftgdcvlttnnl PvUmtuHoM, 



Sm HENRY STEUART'S PLANTER'S GUIDE. A New 

Edition, being i^e Third, euUurged with the Anthor^s lut Additio&i and CometionB ; to 
which are prefixed a Memoir of the Author, and an Engraving from a verj fine Portrait 
bj Sir Henry Raebnm. In 8yo, price 21a. cloth* 



A MANUAL OF PRACTICAL DRAINING. By Henry 

Stxphkns, F.R.S.E., Aathor of <* The Book of the Farm/* lUostrated with Sixty-three 
Engravinga on Wood. Second Edition, in 8to, price 5fl. 



THE FORESTER. Being Plain and Practical Directions for 

the Planting, Rearing, and General Management of Forest Treea. Bj Jamss Bkown, 
Forester, Ateiston. In crown 8to, price Gs. 



LECTURES ON AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY AND 

GEOLOGY. By Jambs F. W. Johnston, M.A. F Jt.SS.L. & E. A New Edition in 
one large volnme 8vo, price 24b. 



ELEMENTS OF AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY AND 

GEOLOGY. By James F. W. Johnston, M.A., F.R.SS.L. A E., &c &c A New 

Edition. In foolscap 8to, price 6i. 



CATECHISM OF AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY AND 

GEOLOGY. By Jambs F. W. Johnston, M.A., F.R.8S.L. A^E., ftc. Ac Honoraiy; 
Member of the Reyal Agricnltoral Society of England, and Author of ** Lectures on 
Agricultural Chemistry and Geology,** &o. A New Edition, entirely rewritten. 



ON THE USE OP LIME IN AGRICULTURE. By JamqI 

F.W. JOHNSTON, M.A.,F.R.88.L.&E. Fe.p. 8ro, prie. 6>. ' 



0[i$M MliriHurt*! fljpindtail ll«Whiibif 



THS BOOK OP THE FARM 

BY HENRY STEPHENS, F.R.S.E. 

TbU Editioa «m U eoavsiMd ia INro YiaviiM TCTil 8to, and iMMd ia F^ 






PRACTICE — WIHTE 



On Uw Trwkm«&t of Fann-lioiMt ia Winter. 
On Um TfMtment of the Fumer*^ Swldlo and 

HanMi Hon* in Winter. 
On the Fattening of Swine in Winter. 
On the TreatuMnt of Fowla in Winter. 
On the Rationale of the Feeding of AnimaJ*. 
On the Accommodation of the Qndn Cropt 

in the Steading. 



On the Thnwhing and Winnoiring of Gfain. 
On the Forming of DongUili in Winter. 
On the Forming of Compoete in Winter. 
On the Conttraetion of Liqud-Mannre Tanks 

and Carta. 
On Liquid Mannro. 
On Sea-weed aa Manure. 
On Qanlting or Claying Oe SoiL 



PRACTICE-SPRING. 



Snmmary of the Field OperationB, and of the 

Weather in Spring. 
On the AdTantagea of having Field-work 

always in a state of Forwardness. 
On the Calving of Cows. 
On the Milking of Cows. 
On the Rearing of Calves. 
On the Sowing of Spring Wheat 
On Drilling ap the Land. 
On the Sowing of Beans. 
On the Sowing of Pease. 
On the Sowing of Tares. 
On the Transplanting of Turnip Bulbs for 

producing Seed. 



On the Rolling of Land. 

On the Sowing of Oats. 

On Lucerne. 

On Sunfoin. 

On the Lambing of Ewes. 

On Cross-ploughing Land. 

On Ribbing Land for the Seed-Furrow. 

On the Sowing of Grass-Seeds. 

On the Sowing of Barley. 

On the Turning of Dunghills. 

On the Planting of Potatoes. 

On Paring and Burning the Snrfiwsw 

On the Fanrowing of Sows. 

On the Hatching of Fowls. 



This Party with the one lately published containing Initution, and the former portion of 
Pkacticb in Wintsr, completes the FinA VolutMy and brings down the labours of the fimn 
to the end of Spring. 

The Second Volume, embracing pRAcncB IN Summer and in Autumn, with the Oomdud- 
ing Pari of the work, containing, amongst many important operations not included in the 
ordinary routine of farming, the Judging of Land, the Stocking of a Farm, and the Lnprove- 
ment of the Soil, will also be published in two parts, at regular intervals. 

Sdmoe, in as fitf as it has, up to the present time, been made available to proeiice by 
experiment, is treated in its relation to every operation, as it oceurs in the ooune of the 
Seasons. v 

o ^*^,^ 



